
By Shira Firestone
On November 14, 2023, the 

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte (JFGC) made a sig-
nificant impact at the March for 
Israel on the National Mall in 
Washington D.C. Playing a piv-
otal role amidst the largest turn-
out in U.S. history, JFGC galva-
nized our community’s support, 
contributing to the success of 
this unprecedented event. Mobi-
lizing at least 250 Charlotte-area 
attendees, JFGC demonstrated 
its unparalleled capacity to unite 
and lead. The extensive logisti-
cal feat of chartering three bus-

es and coordinating others who 
drove or flew on short notice 
highlighted the organization’s 
commitment and capability. 
The Leon Levine Foundation 
through a grant to the bolster 
JFGC’s infrastructure during 
these times, removed financial 
barriers that would have other-
wise existed, allowing JFGC to 
effectively respond to the tre-
mendous community interest in 
attending the rally.

The March for Israel, co-or-
ganized by the Jewish Federa-
tions of North America (JFNA) 
and the Conference of Presi-

dents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, was historic not 
only in its cause but also in its 
scale. Over 290,000 participants 
demonstrated in person, with an 
additional 250,000 joining via 
livestream, making it the larg-
est pro-Israel Jewish gathering 
in U.S. history.

Douglas Greene, JFGC 
government and public affairs 
associate, shared his perspec-
tive: “The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte stood united 
with almost 290,000 individu-
als at this historic event. JFGC’s 

By Ken Garfield
With love and admiration, 

Temple Israel honors Sandra and 
Leon Levine, whose generosity 
embodies the true meaning of 
l’dor v’dor: for all generations, 
forever.

Sandra is humbled to accept 
this year’s Shofar Award, the 
congregation’s highest honor, 
for their family’s lifetime of de-
votion to Temple Israel. Though 
Leon (OBM) passed away on 
April 5, his legacy endures. 
That’s why this recognition 
means so much to Sandra. It’s 
not about them. It’s about what 
they have done, and continue to 
do, through The Leon Levine 
Foundation. It’s about setting 
an example for the rest of us to 
practice tzedakah (charity), and 
to pay our blessings forward — 
from generation to generation.

 “We feel good about this hon-
or,” Sandra says, “because peo-
ple are recognizing the good the 
Foundation is doing.”

Dream: B’Yachad! is the 
theme of the Dec. 3 Winter Con-
cert Fundraiser, during which the 
Shofar Award will be presented. 
The shofar is a powerful sym-
bol of honor, as the ancient ram’s 
horn sounds forth our devotion 
to our faith. And what a perfect 
title for the evening. B’Yachad 
means “together.” As one, we 
stand in appreciation for all that 
the Levines have done for their 
spiritual home of 50 years — 
Temple Israel. Sandra and Leon 
were married there. Their chil-
dren were raised to love God 
and their fellow man there. And 
when Leon, a youngster from 
Rockingham, N.C., realized his 
dream of opening a chain of 

Family Dollar stores to serve 
everyday folks, it opened the 
door to another dream: sharing 
his family’s blessings.

Temple Israel has been pro-
foundly impacted by the Levines’ 
generosity. The congregation has 
received more than $2 million 
from The Leon Levine Founda-
tion, leading to the creation of 
spaces like the Sandra and Leon 
Levine Social Hall and the Min-
dy Ellen Levine Chapel, named 
in memory of their daughter. 
These spaces have become vi-
tal parts of the community’s life 
— places to pray, learn, serve, 
mourn, and celebrate. Rabbi 
Michael Wolk reflects on the 
Levines’ influence: “Everything 
we do is because they helped us 
with this incredible space we 
have.”

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte, another bene-
ficiary of The Leon Levine Foun-
dation, has received upwards of 
$16 million, with a strong focus 
on supporting Israel. Sue Wor-
rel, Federation’s CEO, speaks 
to more than just financial aid: 
“Sandra and Leon’s embrace of 
Jewish causes here and abroad 
goes beyond financial support. 
Their wisdom and encourage-
ment inspire us to do this vital 
work. With Sandra’s support, the 
Foundation’s generosity, and in 
Leon’s memory, we carry on.”

Shalom Park, too, stands as a 
testament to their giving spirit, 
having benefited from millions 
of dollars for various capital 
projects and its endowment. At 
its heart lies the Sandra and Leon 
Levine Jewish Community Cen-
ter, a hub that invites people of 
all beliefs and backgrounds for 

learning, fellowship, and exer-
cise. 

Since its formation in 1980, 
The Leon Levine Foundation’s 
impact has been nothing short 
of remarkable. The Foundation 
has donated an astounding $458 
million to various causes across 
North and South Carolina. This 
generous sum, largely focused 
on Jewish values, human ser-
vices, health care, and education, 
includes $61 million specifically 
directed towards Jewish causes 
and institutions. Impressively, 
$43.5 million of this amount 

has been allocated to initiatives 
in the Charlotte region alone. 
This level of giving is a profound 
testament to the Levines’ com-
mitment to enriching lives and 
supporting communities across 
a broad spectrum of needs.

The gathering honoring the 
Levines will feature inspiration-
al music performed by Cantor 
Shira Lissek and special guest, 
Cantor Dan Singer. How sweet, 
because Shira and Sandra have 
become, in the cantor’s words, 
“… really good buds. We con-
nect on music.”

They connect as well around 
the spirit of the evening, and the 
mission shared by Temple Israel 
and the family we honor. To help 
build a better future. To help our 
neighbors fulfill their dreams, 
whatever challenges stand in 
the way.

“Climb Ev’ry Mountain” will 
be sung at Dream: B’Yachad! As 
Cantor Lissek says, “The music 
is all about dreams.”

Temple Israel president, Amy 
Udoff, who worked with the 
Board of Trustees, Temple staff, 
and the Dream: B’yachad com-
mittee to make this celebration 
possible, speaks for all whose 
lives have been enriched by San-
dra and Leon Levine.

“I grew up right here at Sha-
lom Park and at Temple Israel. 
When I was younger, I heard 
their names and about their gen-
erosity, but I never understood 
it. Now that I am older and have 
children of my own, who enjoy 
Camp Mindy and the Sandra 
and Leon Levine Jewish Com-
munity Center, running around 
Temple Israel’s Sandra and Leon 
Levine Social Hall after Friday 
night dinners and having Junior 
Congregation in the Mindy Ellen 
Levine Chapel, I see it. I under-
stand it. It is l’dor v’dor. I thank 
Sandra and Leon from the bot-
tom of my heart for providing it 
from generation to generation.”

Freelance writer/editor Ken 
Garfield helps Charlotte’s Jewish 
institutions and charitable causes 
tell their stories.

�e Charlotte
NEWSJEWISH

Vol. 45, No.11				                             	           Kislev/Tevet 5784	 	       					        December 2023

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

CHARLOTTE NC
PERMIT # 1208

CHARLOTTE, NC

5007 Providence Road, Suite #112
Charlotte, NC 28226
Change Service Requested

(Continued on page 2)

Temple Israel Honors Leon and Sandra Levine 
With Shofar Award at This Year’s Fundraiser

Charlotte Shows Up to D.C. 
in Record Numbers To March 
for Israel 

Sandra and Leon Levine



As the year winds down, it’s 
become my tradition to pause 
and reflect on our collective 
journey, as reflected in the pag-
es of The Charlotte Jewish News 
(CJN). This is a time for me, as 
your editor, to evaluate how 
well we’ve achieved our goals 
of informing, representing, and 
engaging the greater Charlotte 
Jewish community. Yet, this 
year, I find myself not simply 
asking myself how we’re doing 
at achieving these goals, but why 
we set them in the first place. 

While informing, represent-
ing, and engaging are the oper-
ational pillars of the CJN, they 
exist for a greater purpose – to 
celebrate Jewish life. I don’t of-
ten enough mention it by name. 
But it’s right there, emblazoned 

on our masthead. 
Perhaps the reason I seldom 

mention this mission by name 
is that I’ve assumed it to be 
self-evident. Isn’t celebrating 
our Jewish identity inherently 
a part of who we are? But the 
events of the past two months 
have brought a fresh perspective, 
revealing a profound shift in our 
community dynamics. Where 
once the CJN might have sought 
to ignite engagement, I now see 
a community fervently reaching 
out, hungry for connection and 
unity in a way I’ve never be-
fore witnessed. Hungry to find 
ways to more deeply and solidly 
ground themselves in an identity.  

Despite rising fears of an-
tisemitism, which initially led 
some to conceal symbols of their 
faith, a contrasting and powerful 
narrative has emerged. Stories of 
re-embracing our identity have 
outnumbered those of fear. For 
every tale of a hidden Star of 
David or a covered kippah, there 
are three of individuals proudly 
retrieving these symbols from 
obscurity. They are being worn 
not just as symbols of faith, but 
as proud declarations of identity. 
Blue shirts, and blue ribbons are 
widespread. These are even more 
than declarations, at its heart, 

these are celebrations. 
In the wake of the attacks on 

Israel on October 7, our Jewish 
community has experienced a 
complex array of responses. On 
one hand, we are grateful for 
the outpouring of support and 
concern from many outside our 
community, a testament to the 
bonds of humanity that tran-
scend religious and cultural di-
vides. Yet, this period has also 
been a stark reminder of the 
isolation and misunderstand-
ing we often face. Many of us 
have encountered moments of 
alienation, revealing the harsh 
reality of indifference or, more 
painfully, latent antisemitic sen-
timents previously overlooked in 
our broader social circles. These 
experiences have been eye-open-
ing, prompting us to reevaluate 

our connections and compelling 
us to seek a deeper engagement 
with our own community. And as 
we engage more deeply, we find 
a renewed sweetness to celebrat-
ing. We don’t take it for granted. 
We’re not mindlessly practicing 
our Judaism. We’re showing up 
fully. 

From my vantage point as 
editor, I see the tapestry of our 
community in its entirety — the 
broad strokes and the intricate 
details. Each article, event, and 
story weaves into this tapestry, 
revealing an undercurrent of this 
collective celebration.

As the central communica-
tion vehicle for our community, 
CJN’s role in informing, repre-
senting, and engaging is vital. 
And as I look back over the past 
year’s issues, I believe we’re 

doing it well. But more import-
ant is our overall purpose — to 
Celebrate Jewish Life. So I ask 
myself, how are we doing at cel-
ebrating Jewish life, both as the 
CJN and as a community? My 
answer is simple: with heartfelt 
fervor and renewed commitment. 
We are not just marking our tra-
ditions; we are living them vi-
brantly, embracing our heritage 
with a newfound appreciation 
and strength. In this way, we are 
truly Celebrating Jewish Life — 
not just in the pages of the CJN 
but in every facet of our commu-
nity’s existence.

mobilization of staff, families, 
and community members was 
a testament to our unyielding 
support for Israel. This rally 
was more than symbolic; it was 
a powerful declaration of soli-
darity, strengthening our com-
munity’s resolve and fostering 
connections that reinforce our 
commitment to Israel’s cause.”

The March for Israel was 
more than an event; it was a 
powerful demonstration of the 
Jewish community’s unity and 
commitment. In a time marked 
by rising antisemitism, this un-
precedented turnout sent a clear 
message: the majority of Jews 
stand firmly together in their 
support of Israel. This historic 
gathering dispelled any miscon-
ceptions about the Jewish com-
munity’s stance, showcasing our 
unwavering commitment to Isra-
el’s defense, the denouncement 
of growing antisemitism, and a 
call for the immediate release of 
hostages held by Hamas.

From the podium, voices 
of prominence amplified that 
commitment. U.S. Ambassador 
Deborah Lipstadt powerfully de-
nounced antisemitism, saying, “I 

can tell you without hesitation, 
regardless of party or political 
persuasion at the White House 
or in the Congress, at home and 
abroad, this government stands 
shoulder to shoulder against Jew 
hatred. We stand arm in arm to 
combat antisemitism.” She con-
tinued, “Today in America we 
give antisemitism, no sanction, 
no foothold, no tolerance. Not on 

campus, not in grade school, not 
in our neighborhoods, not in our 
streets of the streets of our cities, 
not in our government, nowhere, 
not now, not ever.”

Israel’s President Isaac Herzog 
joined virtually and poignantly 
emphasized the rally’s purpose: 
“80 years ago, Jews came out 
of Auschwitz and vowed never 
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Celebrating Jewish Life

March for Israel
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An estimated 290,000 people showed up for the March for Israel in Washington D.C.

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte chartered three buses to transport Charlotte residents to the rally.



By Elina Mazo, JFGC Director 
of Donor Engagement

“In a world where philan-
thropy knows no bounds, wom-
en have been at the forefront of 
change. Among these inspiring 
individuals, Jewish women have 
played a particularly crucial 
role in shaping the landscape of 
charitable endeavors.”  These 
were the words with which 
Karen Spiegler and Amy Mann 
Novick, members of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte’s 
(JFGC) Women’s Philanthropy 
Committee, greeted more than 
100 Jewish women gathered on 
Oct. 22 at a special kickoff event 
for Women’s Philanthropy. 

The event began with a mo-
ment of silence and a prayer for 
Israel, a poignant reminder of 
those who have lost their lives 
in the Israel-Hamas war. This 
somber reflection set the tone 
for the day, emphasizing the im-
portance of the Israel Emergen-
cy Campaign and Federation’s 
vital work in the community, as 
shared by the Federation’s Board 
president, Risa Miller.

Congresswoman Kathy Man-
ning, a trailblazer in her own 
right, was the special guest at 
this empowering brunch, which 
marked the beginning of an ex-
citing year ahead for Women’s 
Philanthropy. Her leadership as 
a prominent figure in Ameri-
can politics, the first woman to 

chair the Board of Trustees at 
the Jewish Federations of North 
America, and the first Jew to be 
elected to Congress from North 
Carolina, made her the perfect 
guest to align with this year’s 
theme, “Inspiring Women Lead-
ers.” Throughout this year, Fed-
eration will acknowledge and 
celebrate the women who have 
shown what it means to lead with 
grace, compassion, and an un-
wavering commitment to making 
a difference. 

Manning’s presence under-
scored the power of women 
in leadership roles. In a casual 
question-and-answer setting with 
Sue Worrel, JFGC’s CEO, she 
shared her own experiences and 
insights into the world of female 
leadership and philanthropy, 

emphasizing the importance of 
women’s contributions in shap-
ing a better future for all. 

The Women’s Philanthropy 
group exists to serve the goals 
and mission of the Jewish Fed-
eration and to strengthen the 
influence of women as philan-
thropists and decision-makers. 
It aims to present women with 
opportunities to impact our Jew-
ish community in two ways: first 
by offering women multiple op-
portunities for engagement, in-
volvement, and connection to the 
Jewish community; and second 
by increasing fund development 
through the Federation’s Annual 
Campaign, additional giving op-
portunities, and endowments. At 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte, women giving on their 

own account for more than one-
third of the Federation’s Annual 
Campaign.

The kickoff event was a testa-
ment to the vital role that women 
play in any philanthropic effort. 
Jewish women have been at the 
forefront of countless charitable 
initiatives, whether on a local or 
global scale. Their passion, em-
pathy, and resourcefulness have 
driven significant change in var-
ious communities. This brunch 
served as a reminder that women 
are not only influential in philan-
thropy but also instrumental in 
shaping the future of charitable 
endeavors.

After listening to Rep. Kathy 
Manning, we invited the women 
to engage in meaningful conver-
sations with others at their table. 

Each table lay leader received a 
card with thought-provoking 
questions asking the women 
about other inspiring women in 
their personal lives and how the 
Federation has inspired them to 
be more active and engaged in 
their local community.

As the Sunday brunch came 
to a close, the women in atten-
dance left with a renewed sense 
of purpose and enthusiasm. The 
event marked the beginning of an 
exciting year ahead, filled with 
opportunities for these Jewish 
women to make a difference in 
our community. Whether it’s 
through fundraising, volunteer-
ing, or advocacy, the women 
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Andrew is an award-
winning agent ready to 
assist in your real estate 
journey. Named in the Top 
1% of All Real Estate Agents 
in 2021 by Real Trends. 
In addition,  Andrew is 
an involved member and 
leader in our Charlotte 
Jewish community.

Buying, Selling 
or Relocating?

Andrew Rosen team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker under the name 
"Compass South Carolina, LLC" in South Carolina and under the name "Compass" in North Carolina and abides 
by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Andrew Rosen 
andrew.rosen@compass.com 
M: 704.604.4756 | O: 704.234.7880

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

Empowering Change: The Role of Jewish 
Women’s Philanthropy

(Continued on page 5)

March for Israel
(Continued from page 2)

Sue Worrel, JFGC CEO and Representative Kathy Manning

again … Let us cry out together. 
Never again. Never again. Nev-
er again is now.” 

The National Mall was a viv-
id tapestry of support, blanketed 
with signs in support of Israel 
and people waving national 
flags, both American and Israeli, 
but also with signs depicting  the 
faces of the 240 hostages still 
being held by Hamas. Families 
of hostages spoke movingly to 
a crowd that chanted “Bring 
Them Home.” 

Hope and optimism for our 
people’s future were on display 
as Jewish youth, nationally and 
from Charlotte, were visible 
and strong at the rally. National 
leaders of Hillels, BBYOs, and 
other organizations set the tone 
for the rally with preliminary 
remarks, songs, and spoken 
word. From Charlotte, approx-
imately 20  teens were in atten-
dance, representing every youth 
group available in our city. USY, 
NFTY, BBYO, ClubZ, and CT-
een were all represented. Alan 
Johnathan, director of youth 
and family engagement, noted, 
“Much like our Jewish commu-
nity in Charlotte, every teen had 

various reasons for going ... they 
could come together with their 
fellow Jews in solidarity to show 
ahavat Yisrael, love for the Jew-
ish people and Israel.”

The teens had much to of-
fer, but they came home with 
something important, as well. 
Jonathan continued, “The over-
whelming majority of our teens 
found the experience fun. For 
almost 22 hours, they were sur-
rounded by their Jewish peers, 
singing, laughing, chanting, 
praying, and enjoying the mo-
ment, something some had not 
truly had a chance to do since 

Oct. 7. After weeks of being 
bombarded by antisemitism and 
the deafening silence of their 
peers, they could come togeth-
er with their fellow Jews in sol-
idarity to show ahavat Yisrael, 
love for the Jewish people and 
Israel.” 

The March for Israel was a 
clear declaration of our com-
munity’s solidarity with Israel 
and our determination to fight 
antisemitism. The message was 
unmistakable: America and 
America’s Jews stand with Is-
rael.

Charlotte teens showing their support for Israel
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Miss Debby’s Best-Loved Children’s Books 
The December Dilemma

By Debby Block
Are you “Chanukah” or 

“Christmas?” For Jewish fami-
lies that celebrate Chanukah ex-
clusively, children often feel like 
outsiders who are missing out 
on Santa, trees, lights, and even 
reindeer. I remember clearly that 
my youngest son was always so 
disappointed that we did not put 
lights on our house, like all the 
others in the neighborhood.

Some families may decide 
to create a special blend of the 
holidays, especially many in-
terfaith families. According to 
PJ Library, 51% of PJ Library 
families have at least one parent 
who didn’t grow up Jewish. For 
those families that choose to cel-

ebrate both holidays, it may be 
challenging to determine how 
to add meaning to each holiday 
celebration.

This CJN article will explore 
the celebration of Chanukah 
in diverse families and diverse 
environments. My two favor-
ites are “Nonna’s Hanukkah 
Surprise” by Karen Fisman and 
“The Only One Club” by Jane 
Naliboff.

Rachel and her family cele-
brate Chanukah. When Rachel 
visits her Italian grandmother, 
she brings along her brand-new 
Chanukah menorah. Sadly, Ra-
chel forgets her new menorah 
on the airplane. Nonna, Rachel’s 
non-Jewish grandmother, saves 
the day by creating a unique 
Chanukah surprise that delights 
everyone. I recommend “Non-
na’s Hanukkah Surprise” for 
children ages 3-7.

“The Only One Club” is about 
the only Jewish girl in the class. 
Instead of feeling badly about 
being different, Jennifer feels 
proud and decides to initiate a 
club for herself which she names 
The Only One Club. All the other 
students are also eager to join the 
club, and fortunately, each stu-

dent has a unique characteristic. 
In the end, Jennifer makes and 
gives a badge to every classmate 
that says “The Only One Club.” 
I love this book and highly rec-
ommend it for children ages 5-8.

Chanukah takes on many di-
verse characteristics depending 
on your family’s traditions and 
place of origin. “Hanukkah in 
Little Havana” by Julie Anna 
Blank explores the Sephardic 
traditions of Cuban Jews in 
Miami, which include eating 
“buñuelos” (almond doughnuts) 
topped with guava jelly. There 
is a joyous quality to this book 
brought to life with the bold, 
colorful illustrations by Carlos 

Vèlez Aguilera. I recommend 
this book for children ages 3-7.

“Queen of the Hanukkah 
Dosas” by Pamela Ehrenberg 
is a sweet picture book about a 
multicultural family celebrating 
Chanukah. Since Mom is Indian 
and Dad is Jewish, they incor-
porate traditional Indian food 
into their Jewish celebrations. 
Instead of latkes, this family 
celebrates Chanukah with de-
licious Indian dosas. Bringing 
humor to this picture book is the 
little preschool sister who loves 
the dreidel song. I recommend 
this picture book for children 
ages 3-7.

Exploring a mix of two tradi-
tions is the picture book “Daddy 
Christmas & Hanukkah Mama” 

by Selina Alko. From latkes to 
Christmas trees, from dreidels to 
angels, this book may provide a 
picture of celebrating both hol-
idays. I would recommend this 
book only for families that cele-
brate both holidays.

No matter how you celebrate 
Chanukah, may it be a joyous 
holiday filled with light,deli-
cious fried foods and family!

Join us for an ongoing workshop series, where we will 
educate parents about how to recognize and respond 
to antisemitism in K-12 schools and the digital world.

This valuable information is relevant to everyone now 
more than ever, we welcome all who wish to attend.

Parent Advocacy Series:
Empowering Parents to Combat Antisemitism in Schools 

Conversations with CMS Department of Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion
Date: Wednesday, December 6th - 7:00-8:30 PM
Location: Gorelick Hall

Conversation with UCPS Office of the Superintendent
Date: Wednesday, January 10th, 2024 - 7:00-8:30 PM
Location: The Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts

All locations are at Shalom Park 
5007 Providence Rd, Charlotte NC 28226

Register at jewishcharlotte.org

For questions contact Douglas Greene , 
Government Relations & Public Affairs Associate at 
704.944.6858 or  
douglas.greene@jewishcharlotte.org

Jewish
Community
Relations
Council



By Sue Littauer
What better way is there to 

escape the random demands on 
our time during December than 
to sneak away and settle in with a 
delightful rom-com novel? Look 
no further than the three novels 
by Jean Meltzer: “The Matzah 
Ball,” “Mr. Perfect on Paper,” 
and “Kissing Kosher.”

Jean Meltzer has the unique 
distinction of being the world’s 

only Emmy Award-winning, 
chronically ill and disabled, 
rabbinical school drop-out. Yet, 
it is this extraordinary back-
ground, coupled with a firm be-
lief in holding onto your joy and 
seeking out happy endings, that 
forms the basis of her diverse 
work.

“The Matzah Ball” is about 
Rachel Rubenstein-Goldblatt, a 
young woman who has secrets. 
She lives with a chronic illness, 
is the daughter of a rabbi, and 
loves Christmas. She is a prolif-
ic, beloved author of Christmas 
books, which she writes under a 
pen name. When her publisher 
asks her to write a Chanukah 
book, her escapades and secrets 
begin to unfold. Often hilarious, 
filled with Jewish humor and 
love of family, “The Matzah 
Ball” is romantic and heartfelt.

“Mr. Perfect on Paper” is 
equally heartfelt, romantic, and 
Jewish. As the creator and CEO 
of the popular Jewish dating app 
J-Mate, matchmaker Dara Rab-
inowitz knows the formula for 
lasting love — at least, for ev-
eryone else. When her beloved 
bubbe shares Dara’s checklist for 
“The Perfect Jewish Husband” 
on national television, charm-
ing news anchor Chris Steadfast 
proposes they turn Dara’s search 
into must-see TV. You guessed 
it — Chris is not Jewish, but oth-
erwise checks off everything on 
Dara’s list.

Jean Meltzer’s third book is 
“Kissing Kosher.” It’s a modern 
Jewish take on the Romeo and 
Juliet (perhaps closer to the Hat-
field’s and McCoy’s) love story 

filled with faith, family, and fab-
ulous desserts. A chronic debil-
itating illness, the search for a 
recipe for pumpkin spice babka, 
and the love and respect for fam-
ily sum up the direction of this 
novel. “Readers will devour this 
one-of-a-kind novel, covering 
everything from relationships, 
intimacy, and sex, to family dys-
function and intergenerational 
trauma. Jean writes romance the 

way your Bubbe bakes challah 
— with devotion, delight, and 
loads of love.” — Lynda Cohen 
Loigman, bestselling author of 
“The Matchmaker’s Gift” and 
“The Two-Family House.”

A fourth suggestion is perhaps 
my favorite of them all. “Unorth-
odox Love: A Novel” by new 
author Heidi Shertok is a clev-
erly written, beautiful love story 
that’s hard to put down. It is very 
Jewish and teaches in a very nat-
ural way about many of the laws 
and rituals of Orthodox Judaism. 
It’s funny and fast-paced and is 
about family loyalty above all 
else. It’s the story of 29-year-old 
Penina, a smart-mouthed, infer-
tile orthodox woman searching 
for a husband, and her boss Sam 
Kleinfeld, a rude, hunky, sexy 
secular Jew. This is a love story 
that you won’t soon forget.

All of these books can be de-
scribed as follows: “A luminous 
celebration of all types of love, 
threaded with the message that 
everyone is worthy of it.” — 
Rachel Lynn Solomon, author 
of “The Ex Talk.”

All are available as e-books 
and can be checked out from 
the Levine-Sklut Judaic Library 
at the Center of Jewish Educa-
tion at Shalom Park. Visit www.
jewishcharlotte.org.

Enjoy!!!
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Sue’s Bookshelf
Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

who gathered that day were in-
spired to continue their remark-
able work. As they connect over 
a common cause, these women 
are paving the way for an excit-
ing year ahead, full of promise 
and positive change. Their ded-
ication and passion continue to 
make a profound impact on soci-
ety, one act of kindness at a time. 
As the Federation continues its 
mission to support and empower, 
it encourages everyone to stay 
tuned for updates and future 
event dates. 

Don’t miss out on what’s to 
come – let’s continue to make a 
difference, together.

For more information and 
questions, please reach out to 
Elina Mazo: Elina.mazo@jew-
ishcharlotte.org

Women’s Philanthropy

(Continued from page 3)
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Unity Shabbat: An Evening of Prayer, Solidarity, and 
Hope
By Amy Lefkof

Surrounded by his family, the 
bar mitzvah boy Ethan Spiegler 
lit the Shabbat candles on Friday, 
Oct. 27 at Temple Israel and re-
cited the familiar blessing. How-
ever, what was painfully differ-
ent about this Shabbat was that 
the bar mitzvah boy wore a blue 
ribbon on his lapel, and in the 
center of the bimah stood a fully 
set Shabbat table surrounded by 
empty chairs, including a baby’s 
high chair, modeled after a Tel 
Aviv public exhibit featuring 
place settings for the missing 
hostages. This was the backdrop 
for a Unity Shabbat for Israel: 
An Evening of Prayer, Solidarity, 
and Hope, during which congre-
gants from Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel came together to 
heal, to hope, and to stand in uni-
ty with Israel. This Unity Shab-
bat was just one of many such 
gatherings in the community, 
coordinated and supported by 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte, exemplifying the 
spirit of togetherness that tran-
scends individual congregations. 
On this night, members of the 
Jewish community, regardless 
of their usual place of worship 
or level of observance, joined 

together, weaving a tapestry of 
connection.

At Temple Israel, Rabbi Mi-
chael Wolk and Cantor Shira 
Lissek shared the bimah with 
Temple Beth El’s Senior Rabbi 
Asher Knight and Rabbi Emer-
ita Judy Schindler, who voiced 
what everyone in the Jewish 
community was feeling since 
Hamas’ horrific raid on Israel 
on Oct. 7 that killed more than 
1,400 people, most of them ci-
vilians, and took more than 220 
hostages: “Three weeks ago this 
Shabbat, our Jewish world was 
turned upside down in a way that 
it will never, in our lifetime, be 
the same.” 

Many other congregations and 
Jewish organizations in the area, 
all with the support of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte, 
participated in a Unity Shabbat, 
often accompanied by a dinner, 
with the universal theme of sol-
idarity, but with their own im-
print. 

Chabad of Charlotte had more 
than 250 attendees, including 
individuals born and raised in 
Israel, who heard Tair Guidice’s 
moving speech on the resilience 
of Israel and the Jewish people. 
In another show of shared unity 

was the attendance of many from 
Charlotte Torah Center.

In the Fellowship Hall of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church that 
displayed the flag of Israel, The 
Ruach Community sang prayers 

for peace, including Rick Recht’s 
“The Hope” and Elana Jagoda’s 
version of “Oseh Shalom.” Fed-
eration’s Israel and global Jewry 
associate, Noah Goldman, spoke 
about supporting the Jewish 

Federations of North America 
(JFNA) 2023 Israel Emergency 
Fund. Rabbi Rachel Smookler 
draped in an Israeli flag, led a 
prayer for those held captive 
while expressing her bewilder-
ment at the “upside-down world” 
in which we live “where people 
who usually are on the side of 
democratic, peaceful communi-
ties are flooding the streets and 
social media with support for 
savage terrorists” so that Jewish 
children say to their parents that 
“due to silence of friends since 
Oct. 7” they understand now 
“how the Holocaust happened.” 

Congregants at Temple Kol 
Tikvah in Lake Norman recited 
Israeli poetry and prayers for 
peace, and an open mic allowed 
congregants to share their con-
nection with Israel, while Rabbi 
David Jaffe led into Hatikvah by 
noting “if we can make a differ-
ence, there is still hope.” 

In Rock Hill, at lay-led Temple 
Solel, the special service focused 
on peace and unity both with 
Israel and Jews locally. Count-
ing guests and others on Zoom, 
member Dale Rivers calculated 
that their headcount, which in-

(Continued on page 7 )

An empty shabbat table, representing hostages taken on Oct. 7, on the bimah at 
Temple Israel during the Unity Shabbat held by Temple Israel and Temple Beth El

• $10 per event or $180 VIP packet
• Location: Sam Lerner Center for 

Cultural Arts, Shalom Park 
• Details at Jewishcharlotte.org

OSHUA 
COHEN 

ANIELLE 
FRIEDMAN 

Let’s Get Physical: 
How Women Discovered Exercise and Reshaped the World

The Netanyahus:
An Account of a Minor and 
Ultimately Even Negligible Episode in 
the History of a Very Famous Family

SUN | March 3 | 7 PM 

THU | March 7 | 7 PM 

J

D

RMANDO  
LUCAS CORREA 

EINA DAI 
RANDEL

The Night Travelers

Night Angels

SUN | March 17 | 7 PM 

A
&

W
MARCH 3, 7 & 17
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cluded a few Winthrop Univer-
sity students, equaled about half 
their congregation size, a record 
for them. Temple Kol Ami, 
which holds services every oth-
er Friday, planned to hold their 
Unity Shabbat on Nov. 3.

The more than 200 hostages 
still held by Hamas weighed 
heavily on everyone’s minds, 
prompting poignant prayers for 
their safety and return during all 
the services. These heartfelt mo-
ments often included the painful 
reading of individual names. 
Across the city, congregants 
donned blue ribbon lapel pins as 
part of the JFNA’s #blueribbons-
forIsrael global solidarity cam-
paign. This blue ribbon serves 
as a powerful symbol of support 
and solidarity for the safe return 
of the hostages held by Hamas 

terrorists, signifying unity with 
the hostages, their families, and 
all those deeply concerned about 
their well-being.

At the combined Temple Is-
rael/Temple Beth El Shabbat, 
Rabbi Wolk noted that while 
protracted disputes over judicial 
reform almost caused a civil war 
in Israel, when Oct. 7 occurred, 
the conversation changed and Is-
raelis are now united in their sup-
port of their fellow countrymen 
and determined that the hostages 
be brought home safely. 

Looking at the Shabbat table 
on the Temple Israel bimah, Rab-
bi Wolk asked, “Who is missing 
at our Shabbat table?” Then, like 
at the other Unity Shabbatot, he 
read the names from posters of 
kidnapped Israelis, including the 
Bibas Family, Israeli Argentines 
— Shiri, Yarden, and their two 
young boys, Ariel age 4, and 

the youngest hostage, Kfir, nine 
months old. 

To honor all the hostages, 
Temple Israel’s Cantor Lissek 
sang an adapted version of the 
song “Bring Him Home” from 
“Les Misérables” (previously 
done by soloists in the Israeli 
opera and now being shared in 
congregations around the world.) 

Exploring the parashah of the 
week, Rabbi Knight spoke to the 
type of covenant that Abraham 
entered into with God: a com-
mitment to a new kind of faith 
focused on compassion and re-
sponsibility. Beth Sly, a member 
of Temple Beth El, came to the 
service for the comfort of the 
community and to get a sense 
of how to respond to her young 
adult children who are distressed 
over the situation in Gaza. She 
was heartened by the following 
words of Rabbi Knight: “Cer-

tainly we safeguard our own, and 
we also recognize the profound 
duty to shield the innocent. If we 
neglect this, the consequences of 
terrorism are not just physical 
harm but a loss of our very es-
sence, our purpose-driven faith. 
We could run the risk of forget-
ting that the divine spark resides 
in the soul of every child. Such 
is the essence of a Unity Shabbat 
like this.” 

Ruth Goldberg, a member of 
Temple Israel, who was 17 years 
old when Israel became a state 
in 1948, was one of many who 
watched one of the various Uni-
ty Shabbat services via Zoom. 
Despite the screen between her 
and the Shabbat service, she felt 
close to the congregation: “When 
I saw the empty Shabbat table on 
the bimah it really hit me. And 
there was the bar mitzvah child 
having to stand up in front of so 

many people. But he did it with 
such poise. He reflected the 
strength and unity of the Jewish 
people.” 

The Unity Shabbatot held 
across our community acknowl-
edge how we gather and pray 
differently, yet demonstrate our 
greater shared response to the 
tragic events unfolding in Israel. 
They exemplify the resilience 
and solidarity of the Jewish com-
munity. This solidarity serves as 
an example of the unbreakable 
bonds that bind the Jewish peo-
ple together, reminding us that 
unity is the bedrock of hope that 
will guide us forward as a com-
munity and provide a source of 
strength for each of us.  

(Continued from page 6 )

We Stand With Israel
Donate

Advocate
Educate

jewishcharlotte.org

LIBRARY UNDER CONSTRUCTION

GRAND RE-OPENING
MID-JANUARY 2024

During the renovation period, library programs will continue.  See jewishcharlotte.org/cje for more 
information.  A lending library program is be available in the teen room, directly across from the 
library on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesday from 10am – 2pm, and on Sundays from 10am – 
12pm. E-books, online resources, and book drop locations are accessible throughout the renovation.  

For inquiries email
library@jewishcharlotte.org
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By Julie Loftis, JFS Marketing 
Specialist

Live Laugh Give co-chairs, 
Adina Loewensteiner and Blair 
Goldsmith, are excited to an-
nounce the honorees for Live 
Laugh Give 2024. “This year we 
are thrilled to recognize Barbara 
and Jerry Levin for their many 
contributions to the Jewish com-
munity and the greater Charlotte 
community,” they said.

The couple, long-time res-
idents of Charlotte, have con-
tributed greatly to the building of 
Charlotte’s Jewish Community 
Center and the Greater Charlotte 
community. They have demon-
strated a strong belief in philan-
thropy and community improve-
ment through their actions and 
financial support.

Jerry’s work at Lebo’s Inc., the 
family business, was transforma-
tive, expanding it from a family 
shoe store to an expansive retail 
operation featuring footwear, 
riding wear, and dancewear. Un-
der his guidance, Lebo’s has be-
come a leading supplier of dance 
apparel nationwide. Jerry’s civic 
engagements include roles with 
Temple Israel, the Jewish Feder-
ation of Greater Charlotte, Jew-
ish Heritage Foundation of North 

Carolina, the National Shoe Re-
tailers Association, Charlotte 
Ballet, Jewish War Veterans, and 
serving as local chairman for Is-
rael Bonds for the past 15 years.

Barbara, a Providence, R.I. 
native with Charlotte roots, mar-
ried Jerry in 1951. Her communi-
ty involvement is extensive, with 
active roles in organizations such 
as the B’nai B’rith Girls, WSOC 
Radio, Charlotte Ballet, Chil-
dren’s Theater, and as a Braille 
transcriber. She has served as 
president and is a Life Member 
of Hadassah and has been in-
volved with Temple Israel, the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte, Lion of Judah, Char-
lotte Jewish Day School, and the 
Levine JCC. Both Barbara and 
Jerry were among the original 
supporters of the acquisition of 
Shalom Park, with Jerry also 
contributing to its governing 
documents.

Live Laugh Give will feature 
comedian and actor Modi Ros-
enfeld, who has been featured on 
HBO, CBS, NBC, ABC, Come-
dy Central, Howard Stern, and E! 
Entertainment. Born in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, Modi emigrated with his 
family to the United States at the 
age of seven and was raised on 

Long Island. Equipped with a 
sharp wit and a knack for read-
ing an audience, Modi has gone 
on to become a successful fixture 
in New York’s vibrant comedy 
scene, often doing bits that incor-
porate his heritage, and he is a hit 
with diverse Jewish audiences as 
well as fans of all backgrounds 
and beliefs. Now a regular per-
former at New York and Los An-
geles comedy clubs, Modi also 
headlines around the country and 

across the globe.
Live Laugh Give Comedy 

Night unites supporters, donors, 
volunteers, and community 
members for “a night of laugh-
ter, a lifetime of healing.” The 
decision by Jewish Family Ser-
vices to host a comedy event as a 
fundraiser is deliberate. Numer-
ous studies confirm the exten-
sive physical and mental health 
benefits of laughter. As noted 
by MayoClinic.org, laughter’s 
short-term advantages include 
the stimulation of various organs, 
the activation and subsequent re-
lief of the stress response, and 
the reduction of tension. Over the 
long term, laughter can bolster 
the immune system, alleviate 
pain, enhance personal satisfac-
tion, and elevate mood. “When 
we were planning this event, our 
goal was to create an enjoyable 
and entertaining experience that 
would bring people together,” 
explained Susan Meyer, devel-
opment manager and co-creator 
of Live Laugh Give.

All proceeds from the event 
support the diverse programs 
and services of Jewish Family 
Services, aimed at improving  
the lives of individuals and fam-
ilies. These services encompass 

therapy, parenting support, fi-
nancial and food aid, resources 
for domestic violence, activities 
for seniors, case management, 
and support for Holocaust sur-
vivors, families, and caregivers. 
The JFS staff combines expertise 
and compassion, focusing on the 
dignity of their clients, to craft 
personalized assistance plans. 
Their commitment lies in uplift-
ing, fortifying, and empowering 
those in need at their most crit-
ical times.

Mark your calendars for Live 
Laugh Give on June 9, 2024, for 
“a night of laughter, a lifetime 
of healing.” To explore sponsor-
ship opportunities or to honor the 
Levins, please reach out to Susan 
Meyer at (704) 364-6594 or via 
email at Susan.Meyer@jfschar-
lotte.org. Learn more about JFS 
of Greater Charlotte at jfschar-
lotte.org, by emailing info@
jfscharlotte.org, or by calling 
(704) 364-6594.

Jewish Family Services To Honor Barbara and 
Jerry Levin at Live Laugh Give 2024

 A BENEFIT FOR 
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES

Honoring 

Barbara and Jerry Levin
Sunday, June 9, 2024

Food • Fun • Philanthropy
A Night of Laughter, a Lifetime of Healing

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES NOW AVAILABLE 

For more information visit jfscharlotte.org

Honorees Barbara and Jerry Levin
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By Howard Olshansky, JFS Ex-
ecutive Director

The attacks by Hamas in Isra-
el left us devastated. As the days 
went by we were horrified by 
images of young festival-goers 
fleeing for their lives, families 
being forced from their homes 
and taken hostage, children be-
ing murdered, and kibbutzim be-
ing destroyed. Since Oct. 7 our 
community has come together 

through vigils and unified Shab-
bat services, support sessions, 
and workshops to cope with the 
trauma from this war. 

Trauma affects people dif-
ferently.  For those who have 
experienced trauma in the past, 
the scenes unfolding on televi-
sion could reopen old wounds. 
Whether it’s the aftermath of 
robbery, assault, or the loss of 
someone dear, such events can 

be reawakening. Holocaust sur-
vivors might find themselves 
confronting old horrors anew. 
Connections to Israel, wheth-
er through family, friends, or a 
shared sense of homeland, affect 
us all, influencing our collective 
mental well-being.

Beyond the immediate grief 
of the 1,300 Israelis lost and 
more than 200 taken hostage, 
the war has also heightened 
antisemitism in our communi-
ties and on college campuses. 
This rising hostility can deeply 
affect you, whether you’re the 
parent of the sole Jewish child 
in a classroom, a college stu-
dent feeling isolated, or an em-
ployee in a less-than-supportive 
workplace. The mix of sadness, 
anxiety, and fear — even when 
not fully acknowledged — can 
disrupt everyday life. Symptoms 
might include sleep disturbanc-
es, changes in appetite, increased 
irritability, or a withdrawal from 
social interactions. These are 
common indicators of stress 
impacting mental health.

So, how do you manage these 
emotions? Understanding that 
everyone is different, below are 
some general ways to help man-
age your stress and anxiety:

- Moderate your media intake. 
Set specific times for news con-
sumption to stay informed with-
out being overwhelmed.

- Prioritize self-care. A bal-
anced diet, regular exercise, and 

sufficient sleep are essential to 
mitigate stress.

- Practice relaxation tech-
niques. Yoga, mindfulness, and 
even simple breathing exercises 
can alleviate anxiety.

- Stick to your routines. Reg-
ularity in daily activities, like 
meals and chores, can reinforce 
a sense of control.

- Limit alcohol and substance 
use. These can worsen stress and 
lead to dependency.

- Talk to a trusted person. 
Sharing your concerns with a 
calm confidant can help manage 
your anxiety. 

You may feel frustrated by not 
being able to “do” something to 
help. Below please find a few 
suggestions specific to the situ-
ation in Israel that can help you 
feel like you have contributed:

- Write a letter to your leg-
islators asking them to support 
Israel.

- Donate to the Jewish Feder-
ations of North America Israel 
Emergency Campaign through 
The Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte (www.jewishchar-
lotte.org).

- Offer to write a supportive 
letter to those with family in Is-
rael to express solidarity.

- Attend programs sponsored 
by one of our community’s Jew-
ish institutions to stay informed.

- Engage in prayer, privately 
or at services, for spiritual com-
fort.

Most importantly, if your 
stress, anxiety, depression, and/
or another mental health issue 
is impacting your day-to-day 
functioning, reach out for pro-
fessional help. 

Contact Jewish Family Ser-
vices at (704) 364-6594 or email 
at info@jfscharlotte.org.

The Mental Health Impact of the War in Israel

Happy Anniversary
Paulette and Joel Cohen
Alan and Linda Gack, Mi-
chael and Wendy Hennes, 
Vicky Wainscott
Charlotte and Jerry Miller	
Frank and Cheryl Rotatori

Happy Birthday
Andrea Cronson
Milton and Karen Silver
Jerry Levin
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Ada Shapiro	
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Anita Shapiro
Paul and Lynn Edelstein

In Honor of
Erica Hennes, Matthew 
Hennes, Ilana Hirschmann, 
Hannah and Chris Hulon
Joel and Paulette Cohen
Sari Rosenberger’s Bat 
Mitzvah Project
Jill Blumenthal

In Memory of
David Kornblatt
Gary Silverstein
Julie Ann Rosenbaum
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Nathan Thrope
David and Beth Thrope
Joseph Weisman
Nadine Fox
Fred and Violet Winton
Nadine Fox

Mazel Tov 
On the marriage of
Jenna Bernstein and Daniel 
Buettel
Paul and Lynn Edelstein

Jewish Family Services Tributes 
October 2023 

Volunteers:  Jessica Alfandary, 
Marcia Arnholt, Mike Arnholt, 
Daniel Benjamin, Andrew Ber-
nstein, Suzy Catenazzo, Harvey 
Chesler, Dan Coblenz, Jona-
than Collman, Andrea Cronson, 
Julie Dermack, Joni Deutsch, 
Sheryl Effren, Terri Fishman, 
Rachel Friedman, Robert 
Friedman, Meredith Gartner, 
Richard Goldsmith,  Jennifer 
Golynsky, Gail Halverson, 
Sydney Heiberger, Rebecca 
Hockfield, Oren Hubara, Tara 
Hubara, Dawn Hubbs, Bob 
Jacobson, Rikki Kinitsky, Etti 
Krausse, Jennifer Koss, Elliot 
and Stephanie Kreitman, Mar-
cia Lampert, Eric Lerner, Adina 
Loewensteiner,  Matt Luftglass, 
Gene Marx, Frada Mozenter, 
Wendy Petricoff, Barbara Rein, 
Nina Rose, Marilyn Schuster, 
Janice Shubin, Cindy Siesel,  
Louis Sinkoe, Harry Sparks, 
Lorin Steifel, Steve Teich, 
Gail Vogel, Nancy Wielunski, 
Amanda Zaidman

Mitzvah Baskets: The Spiegler 
Family in honor of Ethan 
Spiegler’s bar mitzvah
Food Drives: Hebrew High

Special Thanks: Ballantyne 
Jewish Center for donation of 
challah 

Hadassah Meal Preppies: 
June Hirschmann, Judy 
Kaufmann, Penny Krieger, 
Donna Lerner, Heidi Rotberg, 
Elissa Vining, Kyle Vining

Shalom Green: Thanks to all 
Shalom Green volunteers for 
providing fresh produce to our 
pantry clients.

Food Pantry Donations: Thank 
you for continuing to donate to 
the food pantry. We continue to 
collect donations every other 
Wednesday at the portico en-
trance to the Blumenthal Center 
for Jewish Education Building 
at Shalom Park.

Jewish Family Services 
Volunteers & Donors October 2023 Daniel A. Lewis

Family Law Attorney
 DRC - Certified Family Financial Mediator

Collaborative Divorce Professional

Assisting clients in resolving family law disputes since 2005
• Divorce
• Child Custody & Support
• Alimony
• Distribution of Assets & Debts
• Pre-marital Agreements

Named to The Best Lawyers in America® for Family Law
(2019 – 2024)

Proud Member of the
Charlotte Jewish Community Since 2010

Tin Fulton Walker & Owen, PLLC
Tel (704) 338-1220 | dlewis@tinfulton.com | www.tinfulton.com



Havurat Tikvah will hold its 
annual Chanukah Party on Dec. 
10 at 5 p.m. at Avondale Presby-
terian Church, MacLean Fellow-
ship Hall, at 2821 Park Rd.

Enjoy the warm glow of the 
Festival of Lights along with 
latkes, sufganiyot, fellowship 
and song. Back this year is the 
ever-popular, clever Chanukah 
quiz. Participants are asked to 
bring their candles and chanuki-
ah to light.

To join in RSVP to admin@
havurattikvah.org.

Havurat Tikvah is a warm, 
supportive, and nurturing Jewish 
Reconstructionist congregation 
with Shabbat services and a full 
spectrum of holiday observanc-
es, as well as religious educa-
tional options for both families 
and single adults. We are a di-
verse group of families, singles, 
and Jewish and interfaith couples 

who participate in projects that 
promote social justice.

We value and depend upon 
member participation and lead-
ership for our religious services, 
spiritual growth, and gover-
nance.

Havurat Tikvah is an affiliate 
of Reconstructing Judaism.

For more information on 
upcoming services, programs, 
membership or other queries, 
call 980-225-5330, write to Ha-
vurat Tikvah, P.O. Box 12684, 
Charlotte, NC 28220, email 
membership@havurattikvah.
org or visit havurattikvah.org. 
Havurat Tikvah is also on Face-
book at facebook.com/groups/
havurattikvah/.

By Rabbi Chanoch Oppenheim, 
Charlotte Torah Center

This is a tale of two stories. 
Story one: We had made arrange-
ments months ago to attend our 
oldest grandson’s bar mitzvah in 
Israel, but then tragedy and war 
struck. Even if we had wanted 
to attend, our flight was can-
celed. Story two: Our son, Aar-
on, and his family who live in 
Israel were visiting for the hol-
idays. Although it was apparent 
that Israel would take action, in 
the aftermath of Oct. 7, no one 
knew the exact details. When 
the magnitude of the action that 
would be taken on Israel’s part 
became clear and Aaron saw that 
his combat reserve group was 
being mobilized, he called the 
commanding officer of his unit 
and asked for guidance. He was 
told to return immediately. The 
only airline flying to Israel was 
El Al, and with much trepidation, 
we left at 4:15 a.m. to take Aaron 
and his family to the airport.

When Aaron reported for duty, 
they didn’t even have a rifle for 
him due to the sudden influx of 
soldiers. Normally, about 70% 
of reservists show up for duty, 
but now it was 130%! Aaron was 
in an urban combat unit, so he 
couldn’t proceed with the work 
he was highly trained for. I can’t 
say we were disappointed be-
cause the intelligence work he 
was tasked with was not only 
crucial but also interesting and 
safer. That lasted for about a 
week, and then he was provid-
ed with a rifle, and his mission 

changed.
In the meantime, we were un-

certain about whether we should 
make our way to Israel for our 
grandson’s bar mitzvah. Israel 
was at war in Gaza and prepar-
ing troops on the Northern bor-
der, while rockets were falling in 
different locations. How would 
this affect the safety of towns and 
cities across Israel? After much 
soul-searching and consultation 
with people on the ground, Sara 
and I decided to go. I am neither 
a trained soldier nor a pilot, but 
strengthening family connections 
and supporting the next genera-
tion is a way Jews have histori-
cally resisted those who sought 
to destroy us. The Midrash (Va-
yikra Raba 11:7) mentions that 
the Romans understood this 
when they made decrees clos-
ing down Jewish schools with 
the rationale that if there are no 
baby goats (tyushim), there will 
be no adult goats (gediim). Our 
children and grandchildren said 
that if we chose not to go, they 
would understand, but their tone 
and tenor conveyed the message 
that it would be extremely mean-
ingful if we were there. So, off 
we went, and I write these words 
from the Holy Land, a place we 
are fortunate enough to be in at 
the moment. Not only does our 
family appreciate that we are 
here, but so do all the people we 
meet, who feel encouraged that 
people are traveling to Israel 
during this time.

Back to Aaron. Would we 
have a chance to see him? I don’t 

know of any army in the world 
that would allow a soldier, espe-
cially during wartime, to leave 
after his shift for a nephew’s bar 
mitzvah—except one. The bar 
mitzvah was very emotional, 
especially considering that three 
generations were present in the 
Jewish homeland for this crucial 
life transition. My grandparents, 
great-grandparents, and those 
before them would never have 
dreamt that we would be able to 
celebrate this Jewish lifecycle 
event in our own land, and the 
emotional experience of seeing 
Aaron, who fought and continues 
to do so for the sake of Jews stay-
ing here, stirred up a multitude 
of emotions. It was wonderful to 
see everyone, and before we said 
our goodbyes, I asked Aaron if 

he could get permission for us 
to visit him on base. 

Fast forward two days, we had 
the opportunity to visit the base. 
Before doing so, we wanted to 
know what we could bring to 
support the soldiers. We would 
have loved to collect items while 
we were still in Charlotte and 
bring them to Israel as a show 
of solidarity, but by the time we 
decided to go and find a flight, 
there was no time for such 
preparations. When we asked 
Aaron what we could bring, he 
suggested that the best way to 
help was by providing them with 
money to purchase tactical gear. 
We were surprised to learn that 
even basic items like headlamps, 
knee guards, lightweight regula-
tion fleece shirts, and more were 
missing. These items needed to 
be purchased by the army, and 
his unit consisted of 30 men, so 
whatever we contributed would 
be in units of 30.

With less than 24-hour notice 
of this special opportunity, there 
wasn’t much time for fundrais-
ing, but what followed was so 
incredible that it brought tears 
to our eyes. We reached out 
to the Charlotte Torah Center 
membership and participants in 
a new WhatsApp group I start-
ed at the beginning of the war 
called “Guilt-Free Pint-Sized To-
rah.” The purpose of this group 
was to connect people to Jewish 
ideas, Jewish pride, and pride for 
Israel in short two-to-five-minute 
messages.

Many Charlotte residents, as 
well as people from across the 
country, had joined the group, 
and they came through in an 
astounding way. In just a few 
hours, we had raised thousands 
of dollars. Money poured in from 

people of all ages, from college 
students to retirees. Some even 
thanked us for giving them a 
positive action they could take 
to help the situation, as they had 
felt helpless being thousands of 
miles away. Initially, we thought 
we would make a small contri-
bution to purchase one of the 
items, but now we had enough 
to purchase several things. The 
outpouring of support and unity 
from the Charlotte Jewish com-
munity left Sara and me with a 
renewed sense of commitment to 
Jewish engagement in Charlotte.

Finally, we had the opportu-
nity to visit the base. The high-
lights of what was the most phys-
ically and emotionally draining 
day of our trip will be saved for 
a future article. These highlights 
include meeting the Ethiopian 
rabbi of the base, witnessing the 
apprehension of a terrorist who 
was then put in a transfer vehicle 
heading to Shabak for question-
ing, experiencing one of the most 
inspirational prayer services I 
have ever attended, and discov-
ering the importance of seeming-
ly mundane items like gourmet 
coffee, a washer and dryer.

The base featured tanks and 
barracks, and it was revealed that 
Aaron is a licensed tank driver—
quite surprising! It struck me that 
much of what transpired on the 
base was a microcosm of a ba-
sic Jewish community. However, 
as mentioned earlier, the full de-
tails will have to wait for another 
time.
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Our Visit to Israel During a War: A Family Story

Havurat Tikvah Plans 
Chanukah Celebration

Aaron and Rabbi Oppenheim

RIFKINRETIREMENT.COM    •    704.607.3936
4231 Quail Hunt Lane Charlotte, NC 28226

Health Care:
Avoid the cost of an unfunded 
extended care expense.

Life Insurance:
As a tax deferred & a tax-free investment. 

Disability Insurance:
Insure your income.

Fixed Indexed Annuity:
Create your own personal pension with 
guaranteed growth & no market risk.

Medicare Supplements:
When to enroll & finding a plan that 
works for you.

Mitch@RifkinRetirement.com

IT'S TIME FOR A WELLBEING 
CHECKUP ON YOUR 
FINANCIAL PLANNING
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Uptown Chabad Gathers Over 60 Strong for 
Evening of Solidarity and Prayer
By Rabbi Motti Groner

With a heartwarming display 
of unity and support, the Uptown 
Chabad community in Charlotte 
came together with over 60 
young professionals on the eve-
ning of Oct. 11 for a special event 
dedicated to prayer and solidarity 
with Israel. Many pledged mitz-
vot for the safety and security of 
our fellow brothers and sisters in 
Israel.

This gathering was a power-
ful testament to the unwavering 
bond within the local young Jew-
ish professional community and 
their profound connection to the 
people of Israel. It showcased 
the resilience and strength of the 
community as they united in spir-
itual devotion to express their sol-
idarity during challenging times.

In addition to this event, the 
Uptown Chabad community ex-
tended their support for Israel by 
hosting a Friday night dinner in 
solidarity on October 13. Men 
wrapped tefillin before the start 
of Shabbat, and the women lit the 
Shabbat candles.

The Uptown Chabad's event 

served as a reminder of the endur-
ing ties that bind Jewish commu-
nities around the world and their 
shared commitment to supporting 
one another. These events were 
imbued with meaning, reflection, 
and a profound sense of together-
ness that deeply resonated within 
the hearts of those who partici-
pated.

In a world often marked by 

challenges and uncertainties, 
events like these serve as a 
source of inspiration, hope, and 
a reminder that the bonds of faith 
and unity are unbreakable.

Carolina Roots. National Resources.
With four offices in the Carolinas, we know this community  
and its values.  

It’s why mid-market businesses trust us when it counts.  
We know the local courts and understand their market. 

We’re here where you need us, backed by colleagues in  
70 practice areas and 29 offices coast to coast. 

Carolina knowledge. National strength.

The Fox Rothschild Advantage. 

101 N. Tyron Street, Suite 1300 
Charlotte, NC 28246

CHARLOTTE | GREENSBORO | RALEIGH | GREENVILLE, SC

Brian C. Bernhardt
704.384.2607
bbernhardt@foxrothschild.com

Alexandra J. Hirsch
704.384.2641
ahirsch@foxrothschild.com

More than 60 young professionals gather for special event dedicated to prayer 
and solidarity with Israel.
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Our House. Your Home.
templeisraelnc.org

Celebrate Chanukah
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 @ 6:15 PM
Light in the Darkness: Dreidels & Donuts

Join our congregation as we light candles, sing songs & enjoy food!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 @ 12 PM
STILL Chanukah Luncheon

Celebrating Chanukah with music presented by our own Rabbi Wolk.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 @ 7:15 PM
Empty Nesters: It’s Beginning to Look a LATKE Like Chanukah

Come join the Empty Nesters as we celebrate the 7th night of Chanukah.
Light food, desserts, drinks will be served.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 @ 7 PM
Women of Temple Israel: Chanukah Bingo Bash

Hail in Chanukah with WoTI friends & enjoy light refreshments with a chocolate lovers’  
bar & an exhilarating series of Bingo games with Bunny. Bring a donation of  
feminine hygiene products to help us support Alliance for Period Supplies.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 @ 6:15 PM
Light in the Darkness: Latkes & Lights

Join our congregation as we light candles, sing songs & enjoy food!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 @ 7 PM
Men’s Club Chanukah at The Comedy Zone

Join the Temple Israel men for the stand-up comedy of Jewish comedian, Modi at The Comedy Zone

For details, pricing, & registration for these programs, please  
visit the upcoming programs page at templeisraelnc.org.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, @ 5:30 PM
Young Families: Bim Bam Shabbat 

Musical Shabbat service with Rabbi Kornsgold & Mr. Caleb. Play dreidel & enjoy a tasty Chanukah treat. 



Reimagining Young Adult and Young 
Family Communities at Temple Beth El
By Amy Fine

The 2023-24 year is one of 
great reimagination for Temple 
Beth El! Five months into the 
new fiscal year we’ve already 
met new members, gained new 
leaders, and formed bright new 
ideas. In addition to exploring 
our congregation’s strategic vi-
sion for the future and introduc-
ing new women’s community 
programming, we’re also open-
ing new doors for young adults 
and families with young children 
in our community.

In early October, we kicked 
off a new initiative called TBE 
Jam. Jam caters generally to 
young adults in their 20s and 
30s looking to integrate Jewish 
culture and community into their 
lives. We’ll gather to learn, so-
cialize, celebrate holidays, and 
build connections with others in 
the same stage of life.

TBE Jam was first announced 
at this year’s Young Adult Suk-
kot Cookout on Sept. 30 when 
30 young people shared a meal, 
shook the lulav and etrog, and 

gathered around the fire pit for 
havdalah and an impromptu jam 
session. We’re particularly excit-
ed about a new monthly series 
beginning on Sunday, Nov. 12 
at 5 p.m. called Backyard Bunch 
where we’ll meet at the home 
of Rabbi Lexi Erdheim and her 
husband, Charlie Cox for dinner, 
drinks, and discussion about the 
Jewish perspective on contem-
porary issues.

The launch of TBE Jam led us 
to the decision to pivot our well-
known affinity group known as 

The Porch to focus solely on 
families with young children. 
In previous years it catered to 
both families with young chil-
dren and young adults. In addi-
tion to congregants expressing a 
desire to build separate groups 
with a stronger concentration 
on these different life stages, 
we have many new young fam-
ilies joining TBE and we’d like 
to cultivate a community that 
better helps them integrate into 
Temple life.

Part of making this change 
is creating space to present 
new ideas and solicit feedback 
from parents regarding what 
it is they want to see from our 
programs and events. In the 

latter half of October, we held 
a Porch Reimagination Open 
Meeting, inviting parents to 
come share with us, so we can 
work together to build a new 
foundation on which this com-
munity can grow. It was an in-
vigorating conversation. Temple 
Beth El’s parents are passionate 
about developing something fun 
and optimistic about our abili-
ty to foster relationships. They 
voiced a need for community on 
a smaller scale and a desire to 
bring it outside the temple walls. 
We’re eager to create a culture 
that finds a healthy balance be-
tween large gathering opportuni-
ties for congregants to meet and 
smaller get-togethers where they 

can share a meal or a playdate at 
their own kitchen table.

In all the excitement of new 
ideas, we will always find ways 
to hold onto old favorites. As 
such, The Porch Southern Fried 
Chanukah returns this year on 
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 4:30 p.m. As 
always, we’ll enjoy latkes and 
fried chicken, light candles, sing 
Chanukah songs, and partici-
pate in some fun new activities 
we can’t wait to tell you about. 
Register by Wednesday, Dec. 6. 
We’re excited to celebrate the 
holiday season with new pro-
grams, favorite traditions, and 
gratitude for the Temple Beth 
El and greater Charlotte Jewish 
community.
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By Madeline White
Temple Beth El (TBE) is em-

bracing the holiday spirit with 
multiple community outreach 
initiatives, offering its members 
numerous ways to give back to 
those in need and spread cheer 
this season.

Project Snowflake Partners 
with Roof Above

In collaboration with Roof 
Above, Project Snowflake aims 
to ensure clients have a warm 
holiday season. Temple Beth El 
invites its congregants and the 
wider community to participate 
in three ways.

First, a limited number of 
volunteers are needed to serve 
breakfast on Christmas Day 
morning, kicking off with prepa-
rations at 6 a.m. with meal ser-
vice beginning at 7:30 a.m. For 
those unavailable to assist on 
Christmas Day, there’s an option 
to drop off breakfast casseroles 
in advance. Can’t cook? Costco 
gift card donations are also ap-
preciated to help offset breakfast 
expenses. To learn more about 

how to help, contact Nicole Sid-
man, Temple Beth El’s director 
of congregational life, at nsid-
man@templebethel.org.

Donation Drive for Local 
Shelters

As we settle into the colder 
months, Temple Beth El is tak-
ing proactive measures to ensure 
a warm winter for the city’s most 
vulnerable. This year, in collab-
oration with Project Snowflake, 
TBE’s Brotherhood has extended 
its partnership with Roof Above 
and its men’s shelter, the Howard 
Levine Men’s Shelter, by host-
ing a donation drive focusing on 
collecting essential warm winter 
items. Please bring new blankets 
and towels and new or gently 
used winter coats, gloves, mit-
tens, and hats for men, women, 
and children to TBE. Donations 
are accepted until Dec. 14. We 
can all make a difference during 
this chilly season.

Supporting Sterling Fami-
lies

We are excited for another 
year of hosting a Giving Tree 

for Sterling Elementary School 
families. This year, we are com-
mitting to sponsor 35 families. 
Each family will receive a $40 
Walmart gift card, in addition 
to the gifts on their wish list, 
including cozy winter jackets, 
books, toys, and more. TBE 
warmly invites contributions 
from all. Donors can use the 
link provided at www.templeb-
ethel.org/chanukah or select a 
“leaf” from the Giving Tree in 
the lobby.

In the spirit of the holidays, 
we remain committed to better-
ing the lives of those in our com-
munity. Through these projects, 
we are reminded of the strength 
and generosity within all of us. 
As we light our chanukiot and 
share in festive celebrations, we 
give back to ensure that we light 
up the lives of those around us. 
From our Temple Beth El family 
to yours, we wish you a season 
of warmth, joy, and cherished 
memories.

Temple Beth El Lights Up the Holidays

By Robert Weiss
Temple Beth El’s senior group, 

SPICE (an acronym for Seniors 
Promoting Involvement, Con-
nection, and Engagement) has a 
longstanding tradition of hosting 
two significant food drives each 
year—one before Chanukah and 
another before Passover. These 
drives are dedicated to support-
ing the vital initiatives of Jewish 
Family Services (JFS) that cater 
to our community’s most vulner-
able members.

This year, SPICE’s food drive 
is scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 
6, between 10 a.m. and 11:30 
a.m..Donors can drop off bags 
of goods, grocery gift cards, or 
checks at Temple Beth El’s main 
entrance during these hours. 
SPICE volunteers will be there 
to assist you with unloading and 
will gladly accept your contribu-
tions.

For those who wish to make 
specific item donations, a com-
prehensive list of essential 
grocery items can be found at 
jfscharlotte.org/food-pantry-
needs/. While JFS recommends 
purchasing grocery gift cards 
from Walmart or Aldi, dona-
tions from other stores are also 
gratefully accepted. If you pre-
fer to contribute via check, please 
make it payable to JFS Charlotte, 
and be sure to mention the SPICE 
food drive in the memo section. 
For those unable to visit Temple 
Beth El on the designated date, 
you can still make a meaningful 
impact by mailing your check to 
JFS at 5007 Providence Road, 
Suite 105, Charlotte, NC 28226, 

specifying that the donation is in-
tended for the SPICE food drive.

Emphasizing the belief that 
“Seniors Make a Difference,” 
SPICE is excited to match do-
nations during this pivotal food 
drive. On behalf of the entire 
SPICE community, heartfelt 
gratitude is extended to all who 
generously contribute and con-
tinue to support the essential 
work of Jewish Family Services. 
Together, we can make a mean-
ingful impact and bring warmth 
and nourishment to those who 
need it most.

Temple Beth El’s SPICE 
Food Drive Supports 
Local Needs

Young adults learn the art of shaking 
the lulav and etrog from Rabbi Lexi 
Erdheim.
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THE L JCC DEPARTMENT OF ART & CULTURE PRESENTS

JANUARY 27–FEBRUARY 25, 2024

Sat, JAN 27 @ 7:30pm

Sun, FEB 11 @ 2pm

Wed, FEB 21 @ 7:30pm Sat, FEB 24 @ 7:30pm

Sun, JAN 28 @ 7:30pm Tue, JAN 30 @ 7:30pm Wed, JAN 31 @ 7:30pm

Wed, FEB 14 @ 7:30pm

Sat, FEB 3 @ 7:30pm

Sun, FEB 25 @ 2pm Sun, FEB 25 @ 7:30pm

Wed, FEB 7 @ 7:30pm

Sun, FEB 18 @ 2pm

Sat, FEB 17 @ 7:30pmSat, FEB 10 @ 7:30pm

Sun, FEB 18 @ 7:30pm

FOR MORE INFO & TO PURCHA SE PA SSES/T ICKE TS GO TO CHARLOT TE JEWISHFILM.COM

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL All Festival Pass: $154 December 15 – January 15
All Festival Pass: $172 January 16 – 27

Individual Tickets: $15: December 15 – February 25
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MATCHMAKING with Movie Short MERV

Temple Israel Temple Israel Temple Israel Temple Israel Sam Lerner Center

Sam Lerner Center Sam Lerner Center Sam Lerner Center Sam Lerner CenterSam Lerner Center

Independent Picture House Sam Lerner Center Sam Lerner Center Independent Picture HouseTemple Beth El Temple Beth El



The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2023 - Page 15

Annual Hanukkah Concert

templesolelsc.org
info@templesolelsc.org  |  803.610.1707

Saturday, December 9  |  7 PM
Grace Presbyterian Church, 2955 Highway 160 W, Fort Mill, SC

Suggested donation of $10 per adult

for the Greater Charlotte Jewish Community

“  — Edward Queen, Director of Ethics and
    Servant Leadership at Emory University

Joe Buchanan’s roots and Americana-based 
songs gave us reflective and meaningful insights 

into Judaism and our religious journeys.”

Religious Life

By Bonnie Shaw
When the news hit on October 

7 about what happened to our 
brothers and sisters in Israel, I 
first sat stunned. A friend men-
tioned it to me at my daughter’s 
bridal shower, and she expressed 
her deep concern for the Israeli 
people. I had been so caught up 
in my morning that I had not 
checked the internet to see what 
was happening in the world. So, 
at first I didn’t believe what she 
had told me. My thoughts imme-
diately went to my cousins who 
live outside the West Bank, and 
I started to panic. I reached out 
to my other cousins, and nobody 
had heard anything yet. Finally, I 
was  able to speak with my cous-
in’s brother, who let me know that 
they were OK, but her middle son 
was called up and he was going to 
the border of Israel and Lebanon. 
This all felt surreal. 

Then, all the stories started 
to come out, and we heard what 
these beautiful people experi-

enced. I was unsure where to di-
rect my feelings. After speaking 
with members of my congregation 
and family, I realized that I need-
ed to speak honestly and kindly 
to those who did not understand 
what truly happened. Numerous 
friends of all faiths reached out to 
me. They expressed their genuine 
worry and concern. Our world is 
not evil, but people can be evil. 
Uneducated people who see only 
hate, that is evil. That is some-
thing that I cannot immediately 
change. I can embrace the beauty 
that we have as a people and show 
that to those around me. I can help 
people see our faith for what it 
is. We are a people of deep faith, 
deep kindness, and deep beauty. 
We choose to help and not hurt. 
We choose to protect when nec-
essary. We choose to open our 
homes to those in need. That is 
who we are as Jewish people, 
and that is our job: to show our 
neighbors and friends who we are. 
I encourage you all to show the 

world that the Jewish people are 
people of strength, perseverance, 
and love. When God chose us, He 
chose us to be models of goodness 
for the rest of the world. It is evi-
dent that we still have work to do. 
We have a giant task ahead! We 
must never forget the struggles of 
our ancestors and the battles we 
now face. Educating, not hating, 
is what will honor the memories 
of those senselessly lost.

Temple Kol Ami has always 
welcomed people of all denom-
inations of Judaism through our 
doors. Please join us and see that 
we worship in a place that wel-
comes you and will show you 
care. We must remember that to 
fight evil, we must continue to 
create and embrace beauty. The 
beauty of who we are as Jewish 
people. One of the ways we are 
doing that at Temple Kol Ami is 
by welcoming our dear friend, Joe 
Buchanan, who will be joining us 
to share his Americana Shabbat at 
7 p.m. on Dec. 8 at Temple Kol 

Ami. We are so excited to have 
Joe come to share his joy for Juda-
ism with us, and we look forward 
to the way he can make song touch 
our hearts. This is the second time 
Joe will be with our congregation, 
and I invite you to join us. This 
service is free, of course, and we 
look forward to seeing you all in 
our sanctuary. Please also join 
us for our Chanukah Shabbat on 

Friday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. Bring 
your chanukiah, and we will light 
our candles as a community. One 
that understands the importance 
of keeping the light shining.

If you live in the York County 
or the Ballantyne area, Temple 
Kol Ami might be the place for 
you! We are a warm and inclu-
sive congregation comprising 
Jews from diverse backgrounds. 
We have Friday night Shabbat 
services on the first and third 
Fridays of each month. For more 
information, check us out at www.
templekolamisc.org.

Reflections by a Member of Temple Kol Ami

By Dale Rivers, Temple Solel VP 
Hang on to your hats! This 

year Temple Solel is bringing 
in Joe Buchanan for a Chanu-
kah concert like you have nev-
er heard (or seen) before. The 
whole Greater Charlotte Jewish 
community is invited to share a 
unique evening of original Cha-
nukah music from probably the 
best-known Jewish country artist. 
It’s all happening Saturday night 
at the Grace Presbyterian Church 
at 2955 W. Highway 160 in Fort 
Mill. The 90-minute show starts 
at 7 p.m. A $10 donation at the 
door is appreciated.

A Texas native, Joe Buchanan 
makes Jewish Americana music. 
Grounded in the idea that there 
is always room at the table, Joe’s 
music highlights the values, To-
rah, and history of the Jewish 
people to deliver stories steeped 
in the struggle and triumph of the 
human spirit, all while praising 
God for the goodness in life. It’s 
music that you can crank up to 18. 

Raised with one foot in Hous-
ton and one in the Texas Hill 
Country, Joe grew up swinging 
off ropes on the Frio River and 
spending time like any kid - try-
ing to figure out what was what. 
The biggest question was about 
God and despite a deep belief in 
a creator, he couldn’t find much 
that he agreed with in what he 
was hearing. The struggle led to 
more struggles, and he finally de-
cided that he and God would sort 
it out later. 

Then one day, about 13 years 
into his marriage, Joe found out 
that his wife was Jewish. Now, 
with the discovery of his wife’s 

heritage, their family started 
down a path that would change 
everything. From the first class 
and a million questions to the 
mikvah and beyond, Judaism 
answered every spiritual question 
and brought an incredible amount 
of healing. There is one God, we 
can see God in the world and in 
others, we are going to struggle 
- that’s ok, we are not damaged 
goods by any means, and this 
is the life that matters because 
this is the one we’ve been given. 
Amen. 

In the five years since his con-

version, this Americana artist 
from Houston, Texas has truly 
found his voice in the history, 
Torah, and values of the Jewish 
people. He’s toured the Unit-
ed States, leading an original 
Shabbat service, playing con-
certs, and giving a workshop 
called “Choosing to be Chosen” 
which is all around his conver-
sion to Judaism and the reasons 
why so many are coming home. 
Combining elements of country, 
roots-rock, and folk, Joe’s music 
reaches deep to tell personal sto-
ries of struggle and triumph. This 

is feel-good, toe-tapping, Ameri-
cana with a Jewish soul.

If we sound like a Jewish 
temple you might find attractive, 
come by and meet us. Temple 
Solel offers the opportunity to 
Pray Together, Learn Together, 
and Do Together. We welcome the 
presence, enthusiasm, talents, and 
involvement of all members and 
guests. We grow with friendship, 
learning, doing good, and having 
fun. We are a Reform Jewish con-
gregation that has eliminated the 
barrier of annual membership 
dues. While we gladly accept 

donations, active participation 
is much more important to us. 
We meet at 7 p.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Friday of every month. 
For more information about our 
services and other events, please 
visit https://templesolelsc.org or 
call (803) 610-1707. We’d love 
to meet you.

Joe Buchanan Is Coming to Temple Solel for 
Chanukah: All Are Invited

Joe Buchanan

Joe Buchanan



By Mary Eshet
In the darkest days of winter, 

the menorah brings light — at 
Chanukah and beyond. 

Kinga Zay, a teacher of Ger-
man at Providence Day School, 
graduated with the first cohort 
of the The Stan Greenspon Ho-
locaust and Social Justice Edu-
cation Center’s Certification in 
Holocaust Pedagogy program. 
“The course really awakened my 
interest in making a difference by 
getting more active in teaching 
the Holocaust right and honoring 
people we have lost. To honor my 
Jewish friends and their heritage 
is an awesome opportunity, an 
honor.” 

Inspired by the certification 
class, earlier this year Zay or-
ganized a program to commem-
orate International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on January 
27, the date marking the libera-
tion of prisoners from the Aus-
chwitz concentration camp. Re-
alizing students needed a basic 
foundation in understanding the 
Holocaust, she created a somber 
walk through history. Inspired by 
material from the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
she created tiles that document-
ed facts and a timeline of events 
along with photos from the Holo-
caust. These tiles were placed on 

the floor and votive candles were 
arranged around the materials to 
create a path.

“It reminded me of a walk 
through a cemetery,” said Zay. 
“The tiles were like tombstones.”

The walk concluded on a note 
of hope, featuring symbols from 
Jewish traditions and life. “We 
learned in the program that stu-
dents need a safe in and out. I 
wanted to acknowledge and ed-
ucate about what happened, the 
atrocities and the pain, but also 
highlight Jewish traditions and 
heritage, and show the vibrancy 
and resilience of Jewish life,” 
she said. “I wanted them to leave 
with that.” 

Zay is now focused on plans 
for a 2024 event. She has decid-
ed to move the date to February 
12–13 to avoid conflict with oth-
er events scheduled for Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. She hopes to draw more 
participation from the Jewish 
community.

“The way we are telling the 
story needs to change,” she re-
flected. “I want to focus more on 
Jewish voices and  hope, resis-
tance, and resilience.”

To achieve this, she intends 
to feature as many of the com-
munity’s chanukiot as possible. 
She shared, “The image of the 

chanukiah and its profound sig-
nificance for Jews across history, 
including during the Holocaust, 
is deeply ingrained in my con-
sciousness.” Her goal is to en-
courage members of the Jewish 
community to bring in their cha-
nukiot accompanied by their per-
sonal stories. These stories may 
encompass memories associated 
with the chanukiah, the passing 
down of the chanukiah through 
generations within their families, 
and their own unique Chanukah 
traditions.

The exhibit will include back-
ground on the Holocaust and 
may feature a few key individu-
als who worked in the resistance. 
“The chanukiot and their lights 
will serve as a beacon of hope,” 
said Zay.

If you’re interested in lending 
a menorah and story for the pro-
gram, contact Zay at kinga.zay@
providenceday.org.

Chava Rosenberg, a Queens 
University junior and president 
of Queens Hillel, is planning 
another event to bring light into 
darkness: Chanukah at Queens. 
Last year, Hillel worked with 
artist-in-residence Mike Wirth to 
create a mural wall near the clock 
tower on campus, and wove a 
theme of diversity and unity 
into the design. Multicultural 

clubs and organizations from the 
Queens community created the 
flames for the chanukiah. 

The wall turned out to be an 
example of resilience as well — a 
major storm swept through Char-
lotte and washed away much of 
the beautiful piece. Not to be 
dissuaded, Wirth grabbed some 
spray paint from the trunk of his 
car and recreated a mural — one 
that lasted all eight days despite 
the storm, much as the one-day 

supply of oil in the original Cha-
nukah story lasted for eight days. 

The vision for this year is still 
in progress. Rosenberg says they 
want to weave diversity and in-
terfaith relations into the theme 
again, and show light over dark-
ness even as college campuses 
and the world face tremendous 
issues. “Each person can bring 
their own identity and what they 
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Greenspon Center Helps Bring Light Over Darkness 

Chanukah at Queens includes a beautiful mural, music, food, and celebration; 
and is inclusive of other faiths and traditions in the spirit of a unified Queens 
community. 

(Continued on page 17 )



are hoping and praying for to 
the table,” she said. “We want 
to create a shared vision of what 
Queens is about. Instead of let-
ting differences separate us, we 
want to take them and run with 
them. This is why it works.” 

Rosenberg says she can en-
vision the concept but leaves 
the creativity to Wirth. “I know 
Mike will create something 
beautiful,” she said. 

“This is what being a Jew in 
Charlotte is about,” said Wirth. 

“With the size of our Jewish 
community and the combination 
of people here, everyone is our 
neighbor. We want to represent 
through art a hope for a greater 
life for everyone.” 

In today’s world, some may 
ask if it’s the right time to show-
case a chanukiah. “If we don’t 
shine, no one will do it for us,” 
said Wirth. “It’s our time. Time 
to put a beautiful layer on the 
Chanukah story and eat, pray, 
and connect with our neighbors.” 
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Greenspon Center 

Providence Day School teacher and graduate of the Certification in Holocaust 
Pedagogy program Kinga Zay created a program to educate students about 
the Holocaust and commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

Cosmetics
Neurotoxin & Fillers

Chemical Peels 
Cool Sculpting

Deep Pore Cleaning
Extractions

Diamond Glow 
Eyelash Lift

PRP Hair Loss
PRP + Skin Pen
Micro Needling

Laser Hair Removal
Permanent Makeup

Sclerotherapy
Waxing Services
 Dermaplaning

Facials
Hydra Facial
Spray Tan

Skin Analysis
Microblading

Lymphatic Drainage 
Microdermabrasion 

Micro-needling/ Skin Pen
Profound Micro- Needling
Eyelash & Brow Tinting

Schedule your appointment today at any of our locations!

Dermatology
Acne
Cysts

Dry Skin
Eczema

Sunspots
Hair Loss
Rashes
Moles

Nail Fungus
Pigmentation
Irregularities

Keratosis
Psoriasis

Atopic Dermatitis
Skin Allergies
Sun Damage

Fungal Infection
Athlete’s Foot

Mohs Micrographic Surgery
Dermatopathology
Parasitic Infections
Precancerous and

Cancerous Growths

Rosacea
Scars
Warts
Hives

Plastic Surgery
Breast Augmentation

Breast Reduction
Breast Lift

Gynecomastia

Facelift
Neck Lift

Rhinoplasty
Eyelid Surgery

Ear Surgery
Facial Implants
Hair Restoration

Brow Lift

Brazilian Butt Lift
Liposuction
Fat Transfer
Tummy Tuck

(Continued from page 16 )
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Hadassah Charlotte Metro Thanks You for 
Celebrate the TaTas Success

Women’s News

By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
“Going once. Going twice. 

SOLD to the woman in the pink 
dress!” called Steve Turner, auc-
tioneer from J.O.C. Auctions. It 
was through the enormous efforts 
of Steve, TaTas event chairwom-
an, Cindy Bolokofsky, volunteer 
artists and photographers, gen-
erous donors and guests, and a 
host of Hadassah women and as-
sociates, that Hadassah Charlotte 
Metro exceeded our $20,000 
fundraising goal for 2023 Cel-
ebrate the TaTas by more than 
$5,000.

Celebrate the TaTas is a two-
part fundraiser that began on 
Aug. 28 and 29 with Painting 
Days and was followed by The 
Reveal on Oct. 26. All funds 
raised were donated to Hadassah 
Medical Organization in Israel to 
be used for cancer research. Ha-
dassah doctors and researchers 
have achieved incredible break-
throughs, and the money raised 
at Celebrate the TaTas will fur-
ther support their efforts to erad-
icate cancer.

Cindy welcomed almost 150 
guests to The Reveal, introduced 
our generous event sponsor, Dr. 

Goutham Gosu of Hearing Solu-
tion Center, and led the singing 
of Hatikvah. She then “revealed” 
the collage of TaTa photographs, 
which were created during Paint-
ing Days. Andrea Testa of ART 
Productions created a video of 
the Painting Days artists and 
models, and Wayne St. John do-
nated the printed portraits and 
collages. 

Sharon Goretsky, president of 
Hadassah’s Southern Seaboard 
Region addressed the group, 
and other regional officers also 
attended. Guests were treated to 
lunch at Maggiano’s SouthPark 
while they bid on both live and 
silent auction items and tried 
their luck at the wine cork pull. 

Our keynote speaker was Rab-
bi Judith Schindler — activist, 
author, professor, rabbi, mother, 
wife, and breast cancer survivor. 
Rabbi Judy captivated the room 
as she intertwined her personal 
story with the trauma we are 
experiencing, along with Israel 
and Jews everywhere in the af-
termath of Oct. 7. She spoke of 
resistance, resilience, survival, 
and healing, and that, “we all 
face moments when our lives 

are shattered. And that is when 
the healing process starts.” Rab-
bi Judy mentioned a doctor and 
friend’s prescription that, “even 
when the prognosis is alarming 
or the outcome is overwhelming, 
we need to remember that we do 
not control everything in life. 
We thus need to maximize life 
one day at a time – celebrating 
wins and all good days.” You can 
read Rabbi Judy’s inspirational 
speech on her website, www.ju-
dyschindler.com.

Thank you to the Hadassah 
members who worked so hard 
to make Painting Days and The 
Reveal so successful.

This Month’s Events
Chanukah begins at sun-

down Dec. 7. We have the per-
fect Chanukah gift for the Mah 
Jongg player in your life! Order 
the official 2024 National Mah 
Jongg League (NMJL) card from 
Hadassah. 

NMJL donates proceeds from 
the sale of their official cards to 
charitable organizations, includ-
ing Hadassah. It is a big fundrais-
er for our chapter. Last year, we 
received more than $2,000 which 

we sent to Hadassah Medical 
Center in Israel. You can order 
cards for multiple people, and 
you do not have to be a Hadas-
sah member to order your card 
through Hadassah. Please see the 
order form on page 19. Order by 
Jan. 5, 2024. 

Join us on Sunday, Jan. 14 for 
Hadassah Charlotte Metro’s sec-
ond annual Game Day at Crews 
Recreation Center in Matthews. 
Bring your own Mah Jongg set, 
Rummikub, cards, or any other 
games you would like to play. 
Sign up on our website.

Come to our monthly Hadas-
sah Wine & Schmooze at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at Vintner 
Wine Market in Arboretum. It’s 
fun!

Short Story Discussion 
Group meets at 11:45 a.m. 
on Dec. 8 on Zoom to discuss 
Sylvia’s Spoon by Michelle 
Brafman in the book “Frankly 
Feminist: Short Stories by Jew-
ish Women.” Together, the sto-
ries create a powerful portrait of 
Jewish women’s experience.

Beverly’s Book Nook will not 
meet in December.

Our December Hadassah 

BookTalk has been moved to 
Jan. 2, 2024. Our book selection 
is “Fifth Avenue Glamour Girl” 
by Renée Rosen.

Helpful Info
Our website, www.hadassah-

cltevents.org, has details and reg-
istration links for our events. If 
you have questions or need infor-
mation, email HadassahCLT@
gmail.com or call our general 
phone number, (980) 553-1880. 

To learn about membership, 
contact Lori Trapani or Merril 
Schenkel at the phone number 
or email above, or come to one 
of our events. 

The next Hadassah Charlotte 
Metro Board meeting is Monday, 
Dec. 18 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

Follow us on Facebook (Ha-
dassah CLT Metro) and Insta-
gram (Hadassah Charlotte Met-
ro). 
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By Kim Maguire
Who doesn’t love a challah 

bake? A group of lucky women 
baked challot on Sept. 9, 2023, 
at the Charlotte Torah Center 
with W.O.W. (Women of Wis-
dom) and went home with de-
licious loaves of round challah 
bread for their Rosh HaSha-
nah celebrations. Our special 
guest, Fran Dordick, shared 
her knowledge and expertise in 
challah baking.

While we combined the 
ingredients and kneaded our 
dough, we reflected on the 
upcoming holidays and their 
significance. We talked about 
engaging all of  our senses to 
experience the holidays: see-
ing friends and relatives at the 
dinner table; smelling the rich 
aromas of the foods we pre-
pare; tasting a fantastic meal, 
especially after fasting; touch-
ing and  embracing loved ones; 
and hearing the shofar signal 
the new year. .

We concluded the Challah 
Bake with a blessing from 
Rebbetzin Sara O. for the new 
year, hoping for new friend-

ships, a welcoming communi-
ty, and opportunities to perform 
mitzvot. We were encouraged 
to consider our self-perception, 
how others view us, and to find 
divinity in daily life.

The holidays are a special 
time for commitment and re-
newal in Judaism, a time to love 
one another.

 Please attend a W.O.W. event 
to connect with other Jewish 
women through engaging so-
cial and educational activities.
Don’t miss our W.O.W. Annual 
Chanukah Party on the evening 
of Dec. 12, 2023. We will light 
chanukiot together and have a 
fun and always entertaining gift 
exchange. For more info, visit 
charlottewomenofwisdom.com.

Women’s News

Women of Wisdom 
Challah Bake



Celebrate  
  the miracle. 

Find recipes and more at publix.com/chanukah.
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Anonymous* (4)
Susan and Benjamin Aizenman
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Susan P. Bessey
Lillian (OBM) and Irving Bienstock
Barry Blau
David and Bonnie Bornstein
David and Janice Cantor
Suly and Richard (OBM) Chenkin
Brian and Sonia Cohen
Andrea and George Cronson
Dana and Jeffrey Ditesheim
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Steven and Ellen Block Englehardt
David and Aleen Epstein
Alec and Nancy Felder

Mark and Linda Goldsmith
Michelle Goodman
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Stacy and Todd Gorelick
Yossi and Mariashi Groner
Robert and Nancy Kipnis
Paula and Richard Klein
Lorrie and Barry Klemons  

and Family
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Judy and Eric Laxer
Alison and Mark Lerner
Eric and Susan Lerner
Gary and Donna Lerner
Howard Levine and   

Julie Lerner Levine

Barbara and Jerry Levin
Binyamin and Ilana Levin
Elissa and Joshua Levine
Adina and Josh Loewensteiner
Risa and David Miller
Gale Osborne
Richard J. Osborne
Nadine and Arthur Oudmayer
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Harriet and Mark Perlin
Diggie and Lee Pesakoff
Baila (OBM) and   

John (OBM) Pransky
Michael and Cheryl Rabinowitz
Dena and Michael Raffler
Karen and David Ransenberg

Ilya and Chantal Rubin
Bobby and Stacey Selkin
Lisa and Fred (OBM) Shporer
Bob (OBM) and    

Carol (OBM) Speizman
Philip and Lauren Stark
Eleanor and Morton (OBM) Turk
David and Debra Van Glish
Judie and Michael Van Glish
Amy and Mark Vitner
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky

*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of Life Society and have 
granted us permission to share with you that Charlotte Jewish Day School 
has been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

LEGACY DONORS

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Abby Kleber (704) 973-4554.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

More than 100 community 
legacy donors gathered Nov. 2 
for an exclusive event featuring 
discussions with Rabbi Yossi 
Groner of Congregation Ohr 
HaTorah, Rabbi Asher Knight 
of Temple Beth El, and Rabbi 
Michael Wolk of Temple Israel. 
Phil Warshauer, executive di-
rector of the Foundation for the 
Charlotte Jewish Community 
(FCJC) and the evening’s facil-
itator, described the trio as the 
“spiritual heart and soul of our 
community.” The rabbis shared 
insights into their family histo-
ries, their paths to Charlotte, and 
what inspired them to become 
spiritual leaders.

Though the event had been 
planned well in advance of the 
Oct. 7 incidents, the war in Israel 
and a rise in antisemitic demon-
strations weighed heavily on 
attendees’ minds. Ira Slomka, 
FCJC board chair, opened the 
event by expressing a desire to 
“disconnect from world events 
for the next hour, to keep things 
light and enjoyable, and to pos-
sibly offer some levity during a 
particularly stressful time.”

The FCJC, committed to fos-
tering community and honoring 
members of the community’s 
Book of Life Society, hosted 
the “Three Rabbis” event. The 
organization plans to continue 
such programs for Book of Life 
Society legacy donors.

Established in 2007, the Book 
of Life Society recognizes indi-
viduals and families who have 
pledged legacy gifts to local 
Jewish organizations. Currently, 
over 400 families have contrib-
uted 970 legacy gifts, totaling 
an estimated $44 million for the 
future of Jewish organizations in 

Charlotte.
For more details on the Book 

of Life Society and legacy do-
nations, contact Abby Kleber at 
the FCJC at 704-973-4554 or ak-
leber@charlottejewishfounda-
tion.org. Interested individuals 
are also encouraged to contact 
local Jewish organizations to ex-
plore creating a personal Jewish 
legacy.

Foundation for the Charlotte 
Jewish Community Hosts 
“Three Rabbis” 

Phil Warshauer, FCJC executive director; Rabbi Asher Knight, Temple Beth El; 
Rabbi Yossi Groner, Congregation Ohr HaTorah; Rabbi Michael Wolk, Temple Israel



Ballantyne Jewish Center
Thursday, December 7 , 5:30 p.m.
Menorah Lighting at StoneCrest at Pip-
er Glen at the Fountains Plaza
Join us for our 10th Annual StoneCrest 
Menorah Lighting.
Music, fun activities for the kids, latkes 
and donuts!
Goody bags with crafts and Chanukah 
fun for every family.
CMPD and private security will be on 
site.
Registration not required
www.JewishBallantyne.com 

Tuesday, December 12, 5:30 p.m. 
Menorah Lighting in Waxhaw
111 E. North Main St. at the Overhead 
Bridge 
Registration not required
www.JewishBallantyne.com

Chabad
Sunday, December 18, 6 p.m.
Miracles of Light — a Chanukah Con-
cert with Nissim Black
Join us for a Chanukah concert featur-
ing the sensational Chassidic hip-hop 
performer, Nissim Black! This event, 
beginning with a menorah lighting, will 
be a powerful display of Jewish pride.
Tickets start at just $36
VIP tickets and sponsorships available.
Sign up at www.Chabadnc.org/nissim

Chabad Young Professionals 
Uptown Charlotte
Monday, December 11, 5:30 p.m.
Matthew's Giant Menorah Lighting 
In front of Matthews, Town Hall
Free and open to the public

Friendship Circle
Thursday, December 14, 5:30 p.m.
Friendship Circle Family Chanukah 
Party 
FriendshipCircleNC.org

Havurat Tikvah
Sunday, December 10, 5 p.m.
Chanukah Party
Avondale Presbyterian Church, Ma-
cLean Fellowship Hall, at 2821 Park Rd.
Enjoy the warm glow of the Festival 
of Lights along with latkes, sufganiy-
ot, fellowship and song. Back this year 
is the ever-popular, clever Chanukah 
quiz. Participants are asked to bring 
their candles and chanukiah to light.
RSVP to admin@havurattikvah.org.

Levine Jewish Community 
Center & PJ Library
Sunday, December 12, 9:30 a.m.-11 
a.m.
Family Chanukah Breakfast with Clif-
ford the Big Red Dog
At the Levine JCC, 5007 Providence Rd. 
Join us for a Chanukah celebration 
featuring a morning filled with a de-
lightful breakfast, activities, and lots 
of fun with Clifford the Big Red Dog. 
Ages 6 and under.
Register at www.charlottejcc.org. 

Temple Beth El
All events held at Temple Beth El, 5101 
Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28226
For more information, visit www.tem-
plebethel.org.
Friday, December 8, 6-7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service — Celebrat-
ing Chanukah
Bring your chanukiah and two can-
dles to brighten the second night of 
Chanukah. Join us for a special Shab-
bat evening service in celebration of 
Chanukah! This service is designed for 
our entire community and all are wel-
come. Stay after and enjoy a Chanu-
kah dinner celebration (Reservations 
required for dinner.)

Friday, December 8, 7:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
Congregational Chanukah Shabbat 
Dinner
Join us immediately following the 6 
p.m. Chanukah Shabbat Evening Ser-
vice for a congregation-wide Chanu-
kah celebration! This is a great night to 
celebrate Chanukah as a community. 
Dinner will be baked chicken, veggies, 
latkes and doughnuts. 
Register by Monday, December 4.
 
Sunday, December 10, 
4:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Porch Southern Fried Chanukah
Families with young children, please 
join us for our highly-anticipated annu-
al Southern Fried Chanukah celebra-
tion! Get ready for a night filled with 
festive fun and something for every-
one! We'll be serving delicious latkes, 
crispy fried chicken, and of course, the 
traditional candle lighting and singing 
that make Chanukah so special. We 
can't wait to see you there! 
Please register by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 6.
 
Wednesday, December 13
Brotherhood Chanukah Dinner and 
Candle-Lighting, 6:30pm-8:30pm
Join all your Temple Beth El friends 
at the Brotherhood’s special Chanu-
kah Dinner and Candle Lighting with 
blessings by Rabbi Lexi Erdheim. Bring 
your own chanukiyot, candles, and 
appetites for this annual event filled 
with the joy and good cheer we can all 
use. In the true spirit of Chanukah, we 
are asking for your support in bringing 
warmth to those in need. Alongside 
our traditional candle lighting ceremo-
ny, we will be collecting warm winter 
items such as coats, gloves/mittens, 
and hats to aid our local shelters in 
assisting those most vulnerable during 

(Temple Beth El Continued)

the winter season. This year, our part-
nership extends to the Howard Levine 
Men's Shelter and A Roof Above in 
collaboration with Project Snowflake 
at TBE. Every TBE adult is welcome to 
attend this special gathering, and the 
cost is $18 per person. Good food, 
great company, plus the abundant joy 
of giving.  We can't wait to celebrate 
with you. 
Register by Sunday, December 10.

Temple Israel
See page 13

Temple Kol Ami
Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. Americana 
Shabbat with Joe Buchanan
Friday, December 15, 7 p.m. Channu-
kah Shabbat — Bring your chanukiah!
All events are free of charge and locat-
ed at Philadelphia United Methodist 
Church 
1691 SC-160, Fort Mill, SC 29708

Temple Kol Tikvah of Lake 
Norman
Sunday, December 3, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Chanukah Fair
Temple Kol Tikvah
605 South St. Davidson, NC
A one-stop Chanukah shop at Temple 
Kol Tikvah featuring a great selection 
of Chanukah items, including dreidels, 
candles, chanukiot, gelt, children’s 
books, tableware, party goods, socks, 
and more. Brought to you by Discov-
ered Traditions Gift Shop at Temple 
BethEl.

(Temple Kol Tikvah Continued)

Friday, December 8
Shabbat with Chanukiah Lighting, 
7-8 p.m.
Temple Kol Tikvah
605 South St. Davidson, NC
Everyone is invited to bring their own 
chanukiah to the temple as we light 
them all together as a community at 
the beginning of Shabbat services.

Saturday, December 9, 9-10 a.m.
Tot Shabbat
Celebrate Shabbat and Chanukah 
with songs, stories, snacks, and fun! 
For ages 0-5. 
Register at www.templekoltikvah.org. 

Saturday, December 9, 5-8 p.m.
Chanukah on the Green
Davidson Village Green, 119 S. Main 
Street, Davidson, NC
Everyone’s welcome! Candle lighting, 
donut truck, hot chocolate, Jewish 
dancing, music, crafts, and games. 
Fun for all ages! Co-sponsored by Kol 
Tikvah Temple Youth and the Jewish 
Council of Lake Norman.
Contact: Allie Redder 704-221-4245 
principal@templekoltikvah.org

Women of Wisdom
Tuesday, December 12, 7 p.m.
W.O.W. Annual Chanukah Party 
5773 Providence Road, 28226
Join us for dreidels, drinks, donuts, and 
gift exchange after we light our own 
chanukiah.
Spin the dreidel and learn some Cha-
nukah wisdom with Sara O., and have 
a fun gift exchange. Wear your favorite 
Chanukah sweater.
Chanukah gift exchange: Please buy 
and bring a wrapped gift of no more 
than $18 for the gift exchange.
Chanukah menorah lighting: Please 
bring your own chanukiah and candles 
so we can light candles together for 
the 5th night.
Cost is an $18.00 donation (not includ-
ing gift).
To register visit www.charlottewom-
enofwisdom.com or email wow@
charlottetorahcenter.com.

Celebrating Chanukah in Charlotte

The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2023 - Page 30



The Charlotte Jewish News - December 2023 - Page 31

CONCERTCHANUKAH
J E W I S H S O L I D A R I T Y
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 Join Chabad of Charlotte on theב"ה
4th night of Chanukah for
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or call 704-366-3984

Get your tickets at 

NISSIM 
BLACK

FEATURING

Chassidic-Israeli performer
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CONCERT
6:00 PM

& Menorah
Lighting

FREE Refreshments: 
Latkes and Water
Pre-order only: Hot dogs Enhanced security on site

F O O D
$100 / VIP
$36 / General Admission
(Group discounts available)

T I C K E T S

Activities
for all ages

5:00 PM

the Unite with Light

S U N DAY, D EC  1 0  @  6 P M



on Morehead
Luxury Retirement Living

At The Village on Morehead, every detail of your curated lifestyle has been thoughtfully 
designed for you. Embrace your retirement years as you indulge in exquisite dining, 

socialize with like-minded individuals, pursue new hobbies, and engage in a wide range of 
programs in a place where you are inspired every day.

�e Village on Morehead
727 E. Morehead, Charlotte, NC 282022

Information Center
801 E. Morehead, Charlotte, NC 282022

START A CONVERSATION

(704) 831-8000 or info@villageonmorehead.com
Learn how you can become a member of Charlotte’s newest rental retirement community.
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By Shira Firestone
In the heart of Indian Land, 

just eight miles south of Bal-
lantyne, the Sun City Carolina 
Lakes 55+ community, home to 
over 5,000 residents, came to-
gether in a display of unity on 
October 24, 2023. More than 
200 Jewish and Christian res-
idents from the Shalom Club 
and the Bible Study Club as-
sembled, in a meeting hosted by 
the Shalom Club, setting aside 
religious and political differ-
ences to reaffirm their bond as 
friends and neighbors following 
the tragic Hamas massacre on 
Oct. 7 in Israel.

The Shalom Club, with more 
than 200 Jewish members, and 
the Bible Study Club, with over 
360 members, have shared a co-
operative and friendly relation-
ship since their joint 2017 Peace 
Pole dedication. The Peace 
Pole, inscribed in 12 languag-
es with “May Peace Prevail on 
Earth,” stands in the main lobby 
of the Lodge in Sun City as a 
testament to their commitment 
to unity. And in August of 2018, 
only days after the murders at 
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Syna-
gogue, the groups assembled in 

memory of the victims and as a 
reminder of the dark and dan-
gerous reality of antisemitism 
in the United States and around 
the world.

Barry Greene, president of 
the Shalom Club, which began 
with just five people 16 years 
ago, underscored the club’s role 
in the greater Jewish communi-
ty. A purely social, non-religious 
club, Shalom Club attracts Jews 
from varying backgrounds with 
different levels of observance. 
The club’s activities range from 
movie nights to celebrating holi-
days together. They also engage 
in civic activity, such as  host-
ing an annual Holocaust Walk 
in support of the ADL.

The Oct. 24 gathering fea-
tured Douglas Greene, govern-
ment relations and public affairs 
associate of the Jewish Feder-
ation of Greater Charlotte and 
Bob Poliquin, president of the 
Bible Study Club.

Douglas Greene spoke about 
the Federation’s current efforts, 
including its participation in 
raising funds for the Jewish 
Federations of North America’s 
Emergency Israel Campaign, 
raising more than $500 million 

for Israel’s immediate needs, 
and the Blue Ribbons for Israel 
campaign, symbolizing support 
for the safe return of hostages. 
Greene’s presentation high-
lighted the Federation’s work, 
both locally and globally, in 
combating antisemitism. “The 
turnout tonight and the support 
from our non-Jewish neighbors 
are a powerful reminder of the 
strength of community,” Greene 
remarked, appreciative of the 

overwhelming response. 
Poliquin observed that even 

among his non-religious Jew-
ish acquaintances there is pride 
in “200 generations of cultural 
traditions that manifest in kind-
ness, generosity, and hospital-
ity,” noting that “the theology 
of their culture is woven into 
the fabric of their community.” 
Speaking of the importance of 
community and cooperative 
relationships, such as that of 
the Shalom Club and the Bible 
Study Club, he added that “The 
Hamas attack crossed an un-
recoverable and unforgiveable 
line,” but that “guarding the 
civility and friendships in our 
own communities is crucial. If 
we can’t make it work in Amer-
ica, it’s not going to work any-
where.”

Following the speakers, Da-
vid Mermelstein, the son of 
Holocaust survivors, opened the 
floor for comments and ques-
tions. Most of the comments ex-
pressed frustration and sadness 
over ongoing antisemitism and 
general support for Israel’s right 
to defend itself. Comments also 
reflected unanimous support for 
all of the victims of the conflict 

who desire nothing more than 
to live peacefully. Unplanned 
remarks by some retired Israeli 
military personnel in attendance 
added depth and personal reso-
nance to the gathering. 

The meeting concluded with 
the lighting of an electronic 
yahrzeit candle, symbolizing 
the community’s commitment 
to remembering those lost in 
the conflict and hoping for 
peace. Beside the candle is a 
small sign, which reads, “This 
light glows to remind us of the 
pain and suffering in the Middle 
East. This light will extinguish 
when there is peace. We pray for 
peace.”

In a time when reports indi-
cate a 400% increase in antise-
mitic incidents since the Oct. 7 
attacks, the partnership between 
the Shalom Club and the Bible 
Study Club stands as a beacon 
of hope. These collaborations 
exemplify how unity and un-
derstanding can overcome divi-
siveness, fostering a community 
determined to walk together in 
the way of peace.

Sun City Carolina Lakes Community Unites for 
Peace and Solidarity
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A yahrzeit candle at Sun City stays lit 
as a reminder of the peace we seek.



Veterans Day is a time to rec-
ognize and honor the men and 
women who have served our 
country in both war and peace. 
Jews, like Americans of many 
faiths and backgrounds, have 
served our country since the 
Revolutionary War. 191 veter-
ans are buried at the Hebrew 
Cemetery, representing service 
in all branches, from the Civil 
War, World War I, World War II, 
Vietnam, and the Korean War.

Veterans Day allows us to 
focus on our Jewish values of 
appreciation, social responsibili-

ty, and being of service to others. 
Placing American flags on the 
graves of our veterans allows 
us to acknowledge the selfless 
choices and courage of those 
who protect our nation, our way 
of life, and the freedoms we all 
enjoy. It’s a celebration marked 
by intent and commitment.

We are thankful to the many 
families and veterans who joined 
us this year. We began with a 
small ceremony in our memori-
al building, during which vet-
eran Steve Russak reminded 
everyone of the significance 
of Veterans Day and urged us 

to think of the soldiers currently 
serving in Israel. As an American 
flag was folded, Temple Israel’s 
cantor, Shira Lissek, sang “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” followed 
by Israel’s National Anthem, 
“Hatikvah,” as our thoughts 
turned to those who have served 
and are currently serving in Isra-
el. Before everyone collected the 
flags to place, Leonard Marco, 
who served in the United States 
Marine Corps from 1962-1965, 

played the poignant sounds of 
“Taps.” Marco, a first lieutenant 
in Artillery Battery, emphasized 
the importance of this event, stat-
ing, “It is respectful to do this for 

those who have passed and to re-
member their sacrifices, and we 
need to pass on these memories 
and customs to the next gener-
ation.”

The Charlotte Jewish News - December  2023 - Page 34

Veterans Day at the Hebrew Cemetery

The Hebrew Cemetery joins with the community in remembering the 
names of those who have been buried in the cemetery in the month of 
October.

Samuella Yanovskaya	 4-2-1944     -   10-7-2023
Sam Ebersman		  4-2-2001     -   10-22-2023
Alan Hersh		  10-23-1951  -  10-28-2023

Cantor Shira Lissek

Leonard Marco Marine Corps veteran plays” Taps”

Never too young to support our veterans



Around the Table: The Relevance of the Chanukah 
Story Today

By Charlotte Rouchouze
In addition to my usual rec-

ipe, I must acknowledge the 
unusually difficult circumstanc-
es of this Chanukah season for 
Jews around the world. To say 
the last two months have been 
particularly difficult for the Jew-
ish community would be an un-
derstatement. As we come upon 
the festival of Chanukah, which 
is perhaps one of the least un-
derstood of the Jewish holidays, 
we can look back and see a sto-
ry of the Jewish people at war. I 
asked Dr. Rachel Gordan, pro-
fessor of Jewish studies at the 
University of Florida, how she 
thinks about the evolution of 
Chanukah in America, and she 
told me that twentieth century 
Reform and Conservative ob-
servance focused more on the 
miracle of the oil and less on the 
militaristic strands of the Cha-
nukah story. These other strands 
celebrate the Maccabean revolt 
fought against the Seleucids, 
a Greek power that dominated 
the Land of Israel during the 
Hellenistic period, and who in 
168 BC, launched a campaign 
of repression against the Jewish 
religion. As Dr. Gordan told me, 
the fight was also against Jew-
ish co-religionists who embraced 
Hellenization. The Maccabees 
were by all accounts religious 
zealots, and, she says, “Many of 
us American Jews might relate 
more to the assimilationism of 
the Hellenizing Jews and much 
less to the fundamentalism of the 
Maccabees, whom we celebrate 
on Chanukah.” 

But at its core Chanukah is 
indeed about asserting differ-
ence, and not always peacefully.  
Adin Steinsaltz’s “Change and 
Renewal,” always a source of 
inspiration for me on the topic 
of Jewish holidays, brings these 
strands together.

“Wars, victories and defeats 
are historical events, and just as 
they unfold before our eyes, so 
do they vanish from historical 
memory. Jewish statehood was 
lost at least twice, and the Jews 
wandered countless times from 
place to place, yet we remained 
alive. If, however, the people’s 
distinctiveness is lost — even if 
only once — then it no longer 
matters whether we have a terri-
tory or a flag. Without the peo-
ple, we have nothing.”

As we in the diaspora try to 

stand up for our people amidst 
anger and hate not seen in de-
cades, we must find a way to 
balance our emotions with our 
commitment to the principles 
and traditions that make us who 
we are. In other words, at some 
point we must put social media 
away and instead double down 
on being Jewish. Keeping holi-
days present in your home and 
around your dinner table is, of 
course, an essential piece of this, 
and I always hope to give you a 
recipe to help you do just that. 

When it comes to celebrating 
Chanukah, we of course eat fried 
foods to remind us of the mira-
cle of the cruse of oil that lasted 
for eight days instead of just one 
when the triumphant Maccabees 
returned to the desecrated Tem-
ple in Jerusalem. While latkes 
are the most iconic fried food in 
the Ashkenazi world, jelly do-
nuts, called sufganiyot, are the 
most classic Chanukah food in 
Israel. The problem I’ve had is 
that jelly donuts are not always 
easy to find, and the ones you do 
find do not always have the high-
est quality jam in the middle. An 
artificial red gel in the center just 
doesn’t do it for me. So I’ll share 
with you this simple hack for cre-
ating a delicious sufganiyot bite. 

Simply buy your favorite fresh 
glazed donut, slice in half, fill 
with a high quality jam of your 
choice, close back and slice into 
quarters. My favorite is Smuck-
ers natural strawberry jam or the 
French brand Bonne Maman if 
you want to splurge.

As Jews around the world 
hope and pray for a resolution 
that will provide long-term 
peace, security, and prosperity, 
we also wish that we never lose 
our essence, which makes it all 
worthwhile. I wish you a joyous 
and proud Chanukah.
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Charlotte Rouchouze, PhD 
is a local French teacher, food 
blogger, and beaded jewelry 
designer. Her blog about food 
traditions from around the world 
can be found at www.thechil-
drenstable.com. Contact her at 
charlotte.rouchouze@yahoo.
com.
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Quick Sufganiyot 
4 fresh glazed donuts
1/2 cup good quality strawberry jam such as Bonne Maman 
or Smuckers natural strawberry 
Powdered sugar for sprinkling 
Toothpicks for serving

Slice of each donut lengthwise as you would a bagel. Fill 
with 3 tbsp jam and place the top back on to make a sand-
wich. Cut each donut in quarters and sprinkle with powdered 
sugar. Stick a toothpick in each piece and serve.
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By Andrew Lapin 
(JTA) November 14, 2023 — 
Birthright Israel has canceled its 
trips that had been scheduled for 
December due to safety concerns 
from the ongoing Israel-Hamas 
war, reportedly the first time in 
its history the group has pulled 
programs due to war in the re-
gion.

A Birthright spokesperson told 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
the group expects to resume trips 
soon. The nonprofit’s CEO Gidi 
Mark told eJewishPhilanthropy 

that the trips could resume before 
the end of the year if the situation 
in Israel becomes “more stable.”

Launched in 1999, the or-
ganization’s free trips to Israel 
for Jewish young adults have 
become a staple of many Jews’ 
college or post-college experi-
ences, though participation in 
the program has waned in recent 
years. Funding for the organiza-
tion has also been jeopardized 
after losing some major donors 
in recent years. The only pre-
vious time the organization has 

canceled trips was at the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

During previous periods of 
violence in the region, in 2014, 
2015, 2018 and 2019, Birthright 
continued trips as scheduled but 
altered them to avoid violent ar-
eas, according to eJewishPhilan-
thropy. That meant, in 2019, that 
trips briefly avoided visiting the 
same Gaza border communities 
that were massacred on Oct. 7 
of this year. The Kibbutz Move-
ment, which represents some of 
those communities, criticized 

Birthright at the time for its de-
cision, saying the move ran con-
trary to Zionist values.

Last month the organization 
had denied rumors of the De-
cember trips’ cancellations to 
JTA, saying that they were still 
on schedule. Birthright typically 
schedules many winter tours to 
Israel for college students start-
ing in mid-December.

In the meantime, Birthright is 
getting hands-on with the cur-
rent conflict in other ways. The 
organization is now running a 
program to bring alumni back 
to Israel to volunteer in agricul-
ture and donation centers while 
the country’s workforce is be-
ing redirected to the war. Those 
joining in are part of a wave of 

volunteers looking to fill in the 
gaps in the country’s agriculture 
and other industries. Unlike its 
regular Israel trips, participants 
in this program are required to 
buy their own flights and travel 
insuranc

Though the organization nor-
mally bills itself as not political, 
Birthright also launched a social 
media campaign to encourage 
alumni to share positive posts 
about Israel to combat anti-Israel 
sentiment on social platforms in 
the wake of Oct. 7. Noa Bauer, 
a marketing executive for Birth-
right based in Israel, told JTA 
last month, “I think this is the 
time for Birthright to make sure 
that every alumni stands up for 
Israel.” 

Birthright Cancels Israel Trips for December, 
Citing Security Concerns During Gaza War

By Jackie Hajdenberg 
(JTA) November 15, 2023 — 
A pocket watch, frozen in time 
when the Titanic went underwa-
ter, is set to sell at auction Satur-
day, with an expected sales price 
of nearly $100,000.

That’s nearly 30 times the val-
ue of the ticket that Sinai Kantor, 
a Russian Jew on his way to New 
York City, spent for his ticket on 
the “unsinkable” ship.

Numbers on the Swiss-made, 
silver-on-brass watch are writ-
ten in Hebrew numerals and its 
hands are nearly all deteriorated, 
due to saltwater exposure — but 
dried water marks indicate that 
time stopped at 2:25 a.m., about 
five minutes after the Titanic 
sank. Its back features an em-
bossed, solemn, muscular Moses 
holding the Ten Commandments 
on a background of date palms.

The silver pocket watch once 
belonged to Kantor, 34, a sec-
ond-class passenger traveling 
with his wife Miriam, 24. The 
pair were recently married uni-
versity graduates, on their way to 
New York where Kantor planned 
to sell furs while they studied 
dentistry and medicine, as part 
of a flood of Jewish immigration 
underway at the time.

“On the night of the disaster, 
like so many couples, they were 
forced to separate because of the 
‘women and children only’ rule,” 
Michael Findlay, former presi-
dent of the Titanic Internation-
al Society told the Washington 
Post. “Mr. Kantor had to remain 
behind.”

Miriam alone was saved in 
lifeboat 12, according to infor-
mation provided by the auction 
house. According to records col-
lected by Titanic enthusiasts, she 
later became a U.S. citizen, tak-
ing the name Mary, and worked 
as a pharmacist in Brooklyn be-
fore being institutionalized at a 
psychiatric hospital where she 
spent the rest of her life before 
dying at 63 in 1950.

Kantor’s body was recovered 
eight days after the accident. 
His pocket watch and some of 
his other possessions, including 
his Russian passport, a notebook, 
money, wallets, a telescope and 
a corkscrew were returned to his 
widow in May 1912 by the White 
Star Line, according to Henry 
Aldridge and Son, the auction 
house selling his possessions and 
other Titanic memorabilia. 

His watch was previously sold 
at auction in 2018 for $57,500.

Of the timepieces that sur-
vived the shipwreck, most are 
stopped between 2:20 and 2:30, 
Findlay said. “It all depends 
when the individual went into 
the water,” he said. “It’s haunt-
ing.”

Hebrew Pocket Watch, 
Frozen in Time of Titanic 
Wreck, Headed for Auction



By Jennifer Sawyer
The brutal murders of over 

1,400 Israelis and kidnapping of 
239 more during an unprecedent-
ed attack by the terrorist organi-
zation, Hamas, has left the Jew-
ish world reeling. October 7 will 
live in our collective memory as 
a day of shock and mourning. 

As a teacher and parent, my 
primary instinct is to safeguard 
the well-being of the children un-
der my care. However, the wide-
spread dissemination of videos 
depicting the atrocities of war on 
social media has turned many of 
our teenagers into “eyewitness-
es” to the horrors of conflict. 
What has become evident is the 
contrasting positions occupied 
by teens and adults. 

For example, while adults 
have the option to leave a hos-
tile work environment, teenagers 
attend schools filled with thou-
sands of students daily — some 
friends, many acquaintances, 
most strangers, and, unfortunate-
ly, some who either hold or are 
easily influenced by those who 
hold antisemitic beliefs. Unlike 
adults, teenagers often lack the 
luxury of walking away. Adults 
have greater agency over our 
lives and choices about who we 
surround ourselves with. 

Additionally, adults have more 
substantial financial resources 
to contribute to various Jewish 
causes and can influence U.S. 
policy towards Israel through 
voting. These factors provide 
adults with a sense of agency 
and empowerment in the face of 
helplessness.

Lastly, many of our teens are 
eagerly looking forward to their 
college experience in the fall, a 
time that should be filled with 
joy and anticipation. However, 
almost daily, we witness in-
stances of antisemitism on col-
lege campuses across the nation, 
leaving our teenagers under more 
stress than ever before.

In response to these challeng-
es, Hebrew High has collaborat-
ed with the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Charlotte, Temple Beth 
El, and Temple Israel to create a 
safe space for teens to process 
the ongoing events. For instance, 
many teens are taking part in the 
Federation-sponsored Teen Am-
bassadors Israel Education Fel-
lowship through the iCenter. On 
the Wednesday night following 
the brutal attacks, we made the 
decision not to conduct our usu-
al classes. Instead, we dedicated 
time to engaging in open conver-
sations, learning, and processing 
the events in the Middle East.

Students were given the flex-
ibility to choose activities that 
resonated with them, and they 
could transition between activ-
ities as they saw fit. Each activ-
ity was led by a clergy member 
from either Temple Beth El or 
Temple Israel, along with a He-
brew High educator, creating a 
secure space for teens to share 
their experiences and ask ques-
tions. The activities included 
opportunities to learn about the 
history of the conflict, express 
feelings through writing and art, 
and participate in grade-specific 
reflections that allowed our teens 
to share, question, express their 
anger, and grieve. We also had 
Howard Olshansky from Jewish 
Family Services (JFS) available 
for teens who wished to speak 
privately with a counselor.

In conversations with our 
students, it became evident that 
many of them felt isolated — 
isolated by indifference from 
their peers, shocked by the com-
ments and posts from people they 
thought they knew, hurt by an-
tisemitic jokes, and disheartened 
by the praise given to terrorists 
by some classmates. They were 
also taken aback by the varying 
levels of support or indifference 
from their school administrators. 
Many of our students have fami-
ly members in Israel, cousins on 
the front lines, and connections 
to those who have tragically lost 
their lives. They spoke of their 
Jewish pride and the solace they 
found in being surrounded by 

their community. As the evening 
came to a close, except for the 
group deeply engaged in discuss-
ing the history of the conflict, the 
rest of Hebrew High gathered to 
sing and offer prayers for peace 
in Israel, “Oseh Shalom,” “Ha-
Tikvah,” and a prayer for peace 
in Israel: Ken y’hi ratzon.
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Hebrew High Responds to the Conflict in Israel 
With a Night of Dialogue, Reflection and Learning

Education and Youth

Rabbi Michael Wolk and Alan Johnathan teach students about the history of 
Israel and the history of the conflict between Israel and Gaza.

A group of 10-12th graders gathered together with Rabbi Beth Nichols and 
Jennifer Sawyer to reflect, share, question, and vent about the crisis in Israel 
and how they experience it in schools with their friends.
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By Eliana Spector
What do a cowboy from Ne-

braska who loves Christian rock, 
a Jewish girl from Charlotte who 
fences, and a well-mannered 
speed walker from Baton Rouge 
have in common? The surprising 
answer is Anne Frank!

My name is Eliana Spector, 
and I am a rising junior at Prov-
idence Day School. Even at a 
young age, I have always been 
interested in my Judaism, from 
doing an Anne Frank project for 
my fourth-grade autobiography 
assignment to educating people 
about antisemitism and Jewish 
culture in schools. This passion 
led me to the Anne Frank Cen-
ter, where, in 2022, I became a 
certified docent for their travel-

ing Anne Frank exhibit through 
their student-to-student docent 
program. The Anne Frank Cen-
ter’s exhibit at the University of 
South Carolina explores Anne 
Frank’s life and times and in-
vites us to reflect on their mean-
ing today. The traveling exhibit 
is easy to set up and consists of 
32 panels, allowing it to move 
from school to school and fit in 
any space.

The training to become a 
docent was held at the Levine 
Museum of The New South in 
Uptown Charlotte with ten oth-
er students from Charlotte and 
the greater Charlotte area. The 
two-day workshop is designed 
for students who serve as guides 
for the traveling exhibit. It helps 
students realize their potential. 
In addition to gaining a deep-
er understanding of the Holo-
caust, the specially designed 
activities prepare students for 
critical thinking, public speak-
ing, and visual literacy. I helped 
curate and guide the exhibit at 
Providence Day School, and 
this program also opened many 
opportunities for me. These in-
cluded sitting on Anti-Defama-

tion League panels for school 
educator training, speaking to 
students in countywide schools, 
and being eligible for the Anne 
Frank Youth Conference. As 
a trained docent, I was chosen 
to participate in the inaugural 
United States Anne Frank Youth 
Conference at the University of 
South Carolina this summer. The 
conference brought together 24 
students from around the coun-
try, ranging from high school to 
graduate level. The only known 
common thread was our involve-

ment in the student-to-student 
docent program for the USC 
Anne Frank Center. This brings 
us back to the cowboy, the Jew-
ish girl, and the boy from the 
bayou.

All of us had different back-
grounds and reasons for attend-
ing. One of my peers said, “I 
came to this program because I 
have a drive and desire to know 
those who are not like me, to 
gain perspectives that I do not 
have. The more I know about 
other people, the more I under-

stand what makes them who 
they are.” The conference, which 
lasted a week, was split between 
Charleston and Columbia. In 
Charleston, we spent our time 
learning about the intersecting 
Jewish and African-American 
stories of the South. We visited 
the Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim 
Synagogue (KKBE), McLeod 
Plantation, and the Internation-
al African American Museum, 
and had dinner with the survi-
vor community of Charleston. 
Then, halfway through the 
week, we moved to The Anne 
Frank Center at the University 
of South Carolina. Our time at 
USC was spent taking tours, 
listening to guest speakers, and 
learning from each other. We all 
agreed that the most powerful 
experience we wanted to bring 
back to our communities was our 
survivor dinners, which we all 
plan to replicate within the 2023-
2024 school year. At the week’s 
end, we walked away with new 
knowledge and an incredible ex-
perience. I think I speak for all of 
us when I say, “I want to do it all 
again, and we truly found a sec-
ond family within each other!”

Education and Youth

NOW OPEN
See the NEW homes  
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Charlotte Teen Participates in United States Anne 
Frank Youth Conference

Eliana and fellow docents creating poems about the lives of Jews before the 
Holocaust at the KKBE synagogue in Charleston, SC. 
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Education and Youth

Charlotte Jewish Preschool Annual Fund 
When you drop your child off 

at Charlotte Jewish Preschool 
(CJP), they arrive at their home 
away from home, the place 
where they find safety, love, 
encouragement, and connec-
tion. Here at CJP, we prioritize 
the safety and security of all 
our students, we create a space 
where children can thrive, begin 
their Jewish educational jour-
ney, and build the foundation 
for their Jewish identities. For 
many, CJP is their first opportu-
nity to feel like part of a kehillah 
(community). It is this kehillah 
that has helped us through the 
heaviest of moments — with 
joy, celebration, community, 
and hatikvah (hope).

Being a part of Shalom Park’s 
beautiful campus gives our chil-
dren access to gyms, libraries, 
gardens, and more. Our school 
community allows our children 
to develop a strong sense of self, 
participate actively in their own 
learning, to be taught by the best 
in the field and to make connec-
tions that can last a lifetime. 

At CJP, tuition covers 92% of 
the basics of what they need, such 
as occupancy costs and teacher 
salaries. The Annual Fund and 
community grants, such as our 
allocation from the Jewish Fed-

eration of Greater Charlotte, ac-
count for the remaining amount.

Your support of the Annual 
Fund makes all the difference. 
Here are examples of what your 
donation supports:

- Full-time staff person in the 
MakerSpace

- Creation of the Discover 
Den, a unique STEM experience 
room

- Capital improvements across 
our campus- including security 
enhancements, garden upgrades, 
and upgrading playground equip-
ment.

We need your help. Will you 
be a difference-maker in our CJP 
community?

Charlotte Jewish Preschool is 
not a daycare — it’s a communi-
ty school, and it requires philan-
thropic support from individuals 
like you to provide our children 
with high-quality care and edu-
cation.

On behalf of the CJP Board of 
Directors, we value and appre-
ciate your gift and your contin-
ued investment in our children’s 
early educational Jewish journey. 
Please consider donating today.  

Donations can be made via our 
website: https://charlottejewish-
preschool.org/annual-fund/   If 
you have any questions, please 
reach out to Erin.Goldstein@
charlottejewishpreschool.org

With much appreciation,
The CJP Board of Directors
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Our “Shabbton” or Friday night din-
ner with our 4’s families is always a 
special event and one we look forward 
to each year. Bringing families together 
to celebrate Shabbat is a great way to 
end the week. We started off with jew-
elry making, a musical performance by 
the students, candle lighting, kiddush 
and a delicious dinner. When we lit 

candles, we prayed for our friends 
and family and all the Jews in Israel. 
The centerpieces displayed different 
cities in Israel, and the parents par-
ticipated in an Israel trivia game! A 
great time was had by all. All pho-
tos were taken prior to the onset of 
Shabbat.

Shabbat Dinner for 4’s Families 
at Jewish Preschool on Sardis 

 Siena and her family light Shabbat candles. JPS students take the stage!

Cooper family lights Shabbat candles. The students decorated their own can-
dlesticks in preparation for the Shabbaton.

Education and Youth

Families come together to light candles for Shabbat



The war in Israel is heavy 
in everyone’s heart.  It fills the 
news and the streaming apps on 
our phones. Many of us are con-
sumed with the news.  But what 
does it look like to the children, 
here in Charlotte, over 6000 
miles away?

Charlotte Jewish Day school 
has 146 students in grades TK-7 
including many Israeli families, 
families with relatives or friends 
in Israeli, and many whose fam-
ilies have traveled and visited 
Israel. Beginning in TK, our 
students begin their relationship 
with Israel and the development 
of Jewish pride through experi-
ential opportunities and educa-
tion. So how do we support our 
students now and empower them 
to support our extended family 
in Israel?  

- CJDS was proud to partner 
with the Jewish Federation to 
have a children’s program during 
the special Federation program 
on October 9.  Over 65 children 
from the community came to talk 
about the conflict in age-appro-
priate terms.

- Each morning, since the at-
tack, we have all the students 
gather in the school lobby to give 

Tzedakah, recite the Prayer for 
Israeli Soldiers and Tehillim as 
we teach the students that if they 
start their day off with something 
positive and the soldiers and Is-
rael in mind, that they too will 
have a more positive day.

- CJDS has enrolled 8 new 
students from 5 different families 
who have relocated to Charlotte 
from their homes in Israel.  Each 
family has a family connection 
or friend living in Charlotte and 
CJDS is providing a stable struc-

tured learning environment for 
the children in grade 1-7.

- CJDS builds a relationship 
between the students and Israel, 
creating knowledge self-confi-
dent Jewish children.
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704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

FOR FALL 2024FOR FALL 2024

SCHEDULE YOUR PRIVATE TOUR NOW!

APPLICATIONS APPLICATIONS 
ARE NOW OPEN!ARE NOW OPEN!

B”H

Hadley Muns giving Tzedakah in the morning assembly for Israel.

CJDS Responds to the Needs of It’s Students
Education and Youth
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Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055

WISHING YOU PEACE, LOVE, AND JOY THIS HANUKKAH SEASON

Waltonwood Welcomes You Home...

Holiday Open House

December 14th
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

at Waltonwood Providence

RSVP
704-246-8670

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28277

Two 
events to
attend!

From our family to yours, we welcome you to experience all the holidays at Waltonwood. 
Guests will enjoy delicious seasonal delights prepared by our culinary team, and create some 
holiday cheer with our life enrichment team.

December 15th
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
at Waltonwood Cotswold

RSVP
704-496-9310

Assisted Living & Memory Care

5215 Randolph Road. Charlotte, NC 28211

By Sue Schreiber
Friendship Circle is a Jew-

ish organization dedicated to 
nurturing friendships between 
children and teens with spe-
cial needs, our Special Friends, 
and typically-developing teens 
from the Greater Charlotte com-
munity, our Teen Friends. This 
month, we are highlighting our 
core program, "Friends Togeth-
er," which pairs a Teen Friend 
with a Special Friend for weekly 
visits aimed at sharing interests, 
engaging in activities, and cul-
tivating lasting and meaningful 
friendships.

"Friends Together" is a year-
long commitment for both 
friends. To establish a mean-
ingful connection, the pair ded-
icates themselves to being there 
for each other every week. They 
get to know each other's inter-
ests and abilities, taking turns 
participating in activities they 
both enjoy.

These meet-ups occur in the 
Inclusive Fun Zone, where a 
wide range of interests can be 
explored in areas like the Art and 
Creativity Center, Music and 
Movement Studio, Friendship 
Loft, Tree House, and more. We 
provide the space, and they bring 
their creativity and fun.

So far this year, we have 15 
friendships, totaling 30 partic-
ipants, meeting from Monday 
through Thursday afternoons 
in our Friendship Circle build-
ing, with the number increasing 
every week. On any given day, 
you can hear the sounds of con-
versation, laughter, and genuine 
friendship.

Friendship Circle is a project 
of Chabad of Charlotte and a 
beneficiary agency of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte.

Peek Into Our Friends Together Experience
Education and Youth

Max and Cole

Kieren and Isabel

Emily and Erin
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So, You’re This Year’s Chanukah Parent ... Sharing 
Chanukah in the Classroom 
By Lisa Garfinkle, JFGC Opera-
tions and Projects Manager

So you’re the designated 
“Chanukah parent” at your 
child’s school – Congratulations! 
Your child is one of the only, (or 
maybe the only) Jewish children 
in their class, and among the 
“winter” celebrations, “holiday” 
concerts, or even “Christmas” 
parties, the teacher asked you to 
come in and teach the class about 
Chanukah. This is a great oppor 
tunity to share your Hanukkah 
traditions with teachers and stu 
dents who may not otherwise 
know about them. If the idea 
makes you nervous, however, 
take a deep breath, relax, and get 
ready to have some fun, because 
the Center for Jewish Education 
and PJ Library Charlotte have 
your back!

The Levine-Sklut Judaic Li-
brary at the Center for Jewish 
Education on Shalom Park has 
Chanukah Toolkits available to 
check out, containing everything 
you need to teach about Chanu 
kah in a preschool or elementary 
classroom. Filled with dreidels, 

gelt, a menorah, candles, Cha nu-
kah storybooks, and fun ac tivi-
ties, these kits have everything a 
Chanukah parent needs for a fun 
time in the classroom. This year, 
they even include a classroom set 
of dreidels and gelt, so that each 
child can go home with a treat!

The PJ Library website is an-
other great source of Chanukah 
information, book recommen 
dations, and activities. It has a 
great blog post about sharing 
Hanukkah at school as well as 
“The Ultimate List of Books 
About Hanukkah,” kid-friendly 
recipes, craft projects, and more. 
Visit pjlibrary.org/Hanukkah for 
a wealth of helpful resources.

And finally, here are a few tips 
from experienced Chanukah par-
ents:

- Find out from the teach-
er how long your visit will be 
and how many children will be 
there – there’s nothing worse 
than planning for a class of 20 
and showing up to find the whole 
grade waiting for you!

- Get the teacher’s approval 
for your plans, particularly if 

they involve food or lighting 
candles.

- Latkes are always a hit, and 
you can get them pre-made from 
a local restaurant or caterer or 
buy them frozen at Trader Joe’s 
and heat them up before you go 
to the school.

- Donut holes are an easier 
alternative to latkes.

- To play the dreidel game 
(also always a hit), divide the 
class into groups of four or five 
and bring dried beans or pony 
beads for the kids to play with. 

A dreidel with the letters in He-
brew and English and a set of in-
structions for each group makes 
things much easier. And if there’s 
somebody in each group who al-
ready knows how to play, you’re 
golden.

- Make sure you’ve read 
through any book you plan to 
share several times before you 
read it to the class.

- Ask your child what they 
want their classmates to know 
and let them help you share the 
holiday, if they’re comfortable 

doing so.
- Especially in public schools, 

parents may be uncomfortable 
bringing the religious aspects of 
Chanukah into the classroom. If 
that’s the case, show a menorah 
and talk about how you light it, 
but don’t light the candles or 
say the blessings; choose a book 
without religious references — 
or skip over them; focus on reli-
gious freedom, light in the dark 
days of winter, food and games 
– rather than particular religious 
beliefs and practices.

- You may be invited to come 
in at a time that is before or after 
Chanukah, depending on where 
the holiday falls in relation to 
Christmas. That’s fine, but don’t 
let them think Chanukah is Jew-
ish Christmas!

Check out the PJ Library 
website, reserve your Chanukah 
Toolkit at the Levine-Sklut Juda-
ic Library (quantities are limited) 
and enjoy your time as the Cha-
nukah parent!

Education and Youth

Teaching about Chanukah at your child’s school?
Don’t fear!
The Center for Jewish Education and PJ Library have 
you covered!

Free kits for sharing Chanukah are available for checkout at the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library.
Kits Include:
• Explanation of the holiday of Chanukah
• Appropriate story book
• Chanukah menorah and candles
• Dreidels and directions for playing 
• Craft Ideas
• Chanukah worksheets/coloring pages  (We can make
 copies for you in the Library.)
• Classroom set of dreidels and gelt to leave as a
 treat for students

Please call or email the Library to reserve your kit today—
quantities are limited. 
704.944.6783 • library@jewishcharlotte.org 

Chanukah ToolkitsChanukah Toolkits
for “Chanukah Parents”for “Chanukah Parents”
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Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided 
by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned 
subsidiary of BofA Corp. 

Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol and Merrill are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
The College for Financial Planning Institutes Corp. owns the service marks Chartered Retirement Plans SpecialistSM, CRPS®, and the CRPS® logo, and the certification marks Chartered 
Retirement Plans Specialist™, CRPS™, and the CRPS™ logo. 
© 2023 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. MAP5272720 | AD-07-23-0807 | 470944PM-0123 | 07/2023

Peter A. Levinson, CRPS™, CPFA®

Senior Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

980.282.1770
peter_levinson@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
6000 Fairview Road
Suite 600
Charlotte, NC 28210

704.705.3332

Now more than ever, personalized advice matters

The L/A Wealth Management Group

By Charlie Gale
In November 2014, ZABS 

Place opened its doors in down-
town Matthews. The goal of 
the nonprofit was simple: to 
provide job training and oppor-
tunities for young adults with 
disabilities in our community. 
ZABS was founded to address a 
critical need in Charlotte. With 
over 65,000 special needs adults 
in our community and an 80% 
unemployment rate, families 
were crying out for opportuni-
ties for these young people. As 
its 9th anniversary approaches, 
ZABS is taking this opportunity 
to look back at where they’ve 
been, where they are today, and 
what lies ahead.

When ZABS Place opened, 
it had only a few young adults 

in its training program and only 
the beginnings of a curriculum. 
Since then, they have trained 
over three hundred young adults 
and have fine-tuned their train-
ing program to track each em-
ployee’s progress toward their 
individualized goals. 90% of the 
trainees have graduated from the 
program, and ZABS has helped 
place them in other employment 
in the community. ZABS grad-
uates work in various areas: at 
stores like Lowe’s and Harris 
Teeter, at bakeries like the Great 
Harvest Bread Company, behind 
the scenes at doctors’ offices, 
and even at the NASCAR Hall 
of Fame. Many of these young 
people started at ZABS Place 
with no skills or experience and 
only a wish to become adults 

and join the workforce. For ev-
ery one of these graduates, a job 
that fits their interests is a dream 
come true.

When ZABS Place opened, 
it was only a thrift store, but it 
has since expanded to provide 
programming for its trainees. 
The ZABSpreneurs program 
helps young adults create their 
own microbusinesses, design-
ing and marketing products to 
sell throughout the communi-
ty. ZABS After Hourz provides 
after-work social opportunities 
for current and former trainees. 
Upcycling University offers a 
chance for young people to hone 
their artistic skills as they create 
objects from recycled materi-
al to use both in the store and 
elsewhere. And ZABS Place 
has continued to grow. Earlier 
this year, they opened a furni-
ture store right next door, which 
gives them more space to show-
case dining room tables, bed-
room sets, bookcases, and other 

furniture that has been donated 
for sale.

Looking ahead, ZABS Place 
plans to double the annual num-
ber of trainees in its program 
and hire more job coaches to 
assist them in learning the skills 
they need to be successful in the 
working world. They hope to 
increase their online presence 
and provide more opportunities 
for trainees to work in this area. 
They will expand their ZAB-
Spreneur program to help more 
young people start their own 
businesses. They hope to find 
more partners in the wider com-
munity that will enable gradu-
ates to find their dream jobs.

ZABS Place has been suc-
cessful in its mission. It regu-
larly hears from graduates and 
their families, grateful for the 
opportunity they have received, 
grateful for the help with job 
placement and social opportuni-
ties. Without ZABS Place, many 
of these young people would be 
sitting at home, with little to do 
and few chances to participate in 
the larger life of the community. 
Now they have a chance to work, 
to learn new skills, and to show 
people that they are more than 
their disabilities.

ZABS Place was founded un-
der the auspices of Chabad of 
Charlotte and inspired by the 
Friendship Circle.

ZABS Place is a beneficiary 
agency of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte. To learn 
more, visit ZABSPlace.org.

ZABS Place Celebrates Nine Years of Helping 
Adults With Disabilities Reach Their Dreams

ZABS Talent Cole hard at work

Children donating their toys to ZABS Place as their Mitzvah for Israel

ZABS Talent Molly loves cheering 
everyone up at ZABS Place with her 
smile and humor.
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Title: Genesis Twins

Across
1. Aussie stones
6. Blackens
10. Coup d’___
14. Much loved fictional an-
tisemite
15. Mother of Romulus and 
Remus
16. Site of Moses’ last stand?
17. Twins in Genesis
19. Lop a crop
20. Moments, for short
21. Wife of Lennon
22. “Me, too!”
23. It’s fire
24. Twins in Genesis
27. “Hud” Oscar-winner Pa-
tricia
29. Real first name of Storm 
of the X-Men
30. One from a galaxy far, 
far away
32. Ball of thread (whose 
name lent itself to a word 
meaning “hint”)
33. Word to reference H.E.R.
36. Source for 24-Across be-
ing twins in Genesis

38. Notable relative of all the 
twins in this puzzle
41. “Absolutely!”
42. Cans have them
44. Chris best known for 
playing Rogers
45. Significant zionist
47. Cause of goosebumps
48. Twins in Genesis
52. Nittany Lions sch.
55. Rust, for one
56. Switz. setting
57. Uriah of Fiction
58. Ahab or Amon, e.g.
59. They’re needed to prop-
erly solve this puzzle
62. Or or what follower
63. Post baggage claim pick-
up, perhaps
64. “You see!”
65. Growing need?
66. Funny Josh’s family
67. He died for making peace 
with Israel

Down
1. Quite fat
2. Preps for pics
3. Web users?
4. Some chief rabbis
5. Classic Stephen King nov-

el, with “The”
6. Disney princess from New 
Orleans
7. Prohibition’s prohibition
8. Summer Olympics city 
after London
9. Rest day: Abbr.
10. Physicist Fermi
11. They bite
12. Lessen, as a storm
13. He’s known for “Tradi-
tion”
18. Biblical son of Samuel
22. Patriotic women’s org.
24. Turner of old Hollywood
25. Amati and Bocelli
26. Second ballot line
28. “I do not see why I 
should ___ turn back”: Frost
30. March of fiction
31. Engage in a coverup
32. Palminteri of “A Bronx 
Tale”
33. Honed
34. Long-lasting Chinese 
dynasty
35. Need for mincha and 
maariv?
37. Bit of hair
39. Kashrut parsha
40. Gardner of Tinseltown
43. Audibly censored
45. Played it safe
46. Sleep-___ (insomnia 
medication)
47. “M*A*S*H” co-star Ja-
mie
48. Jabs with the finger
49. Technically Ramban was 
living in it when he lived in 
Israel
50. Wash mode
51. Regret feelers
53. 39-Down is one
54. Major loss
57. Laughing sound
59. “8,” sometimes: Abbr.
60. Lofty degree
61. State and Main: Abbr.

Inquire today at 
CharlotteLatin.org/admissions

704.846.7207

Reach
Higher.
Shine
Brighter.

(Answers on page 47)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67
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Looking Back: Year 2006

The Israel Emergency 
Campaign of the United 
Jewish Communities/Fed-
erations of North America 
was launched in response 
to the war against Israel 
this summer, and is pro-
viding support for the most 
vulnerable populations in 
Israel’s north — the aged, 
the disabled, recent immi-
grants, terror victims, and 
others, whose lives were 
impacted during and after 
the war.

We are enormously 
proud that the IEC, via 
hundreds of communities 
across North America, 
raised more than $320 
million to date to help 
all Israelis affected in the 
north whether Jews, Ar-
abs, or Druze. 

Thanks to your gener-

osity, our Israel Emer-
gency Campaign here 
in Charlotte has raised 
more than $501,148. Ev-
ery dollar collected to the 
IEC goes directly to help 
the citizens of Israel cope 
with the consequences of 
terror. Special thanks to 
David Epstein for his tire-
less efforts in spearhead-
ing the fundraising for 
Charlotte’’ Israel Emer-
gency Campaign. 

Working strategically 
with the Israeli govern-
ment and non-profits in 
Israel to help those most 
in need, the IEC has al-
located $92 million to 
date, of which $50 mil-
lion has so far been spent 
on programs, principally 
through the Jewish Agen-
cy for Israel (JAFI) and 

the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee 
(JDC). Through our over-
seas partners, our work 
has helped scores of lo-
cal nonprofits help Israel 
recover from the conflict. 

During the war, major 
needs included moving 
children from harm’s 
way to summer camps 
outside the range of mis-
siles, funding community 
center programs, upgrad-
ing bomb shelters with 
air conditioners, TVs and 
other improvements, and 
providing activity kits for 
children in shelters, as 
well as delivering meals 
and health-care aid to el-
derly people. 

Several programs were 
specifically focused on 
Arab and Druze commu-

nities under fire as well 
as Jewish communities: 
$9 million sent Arab and 
Druze children to summer 
camps outside the line of 
fire, provided children’s 
activities and improve-
ments for bomb shelters, 
supported community 
center programs and de-
livered aid to the elderly. 

Now the IEC is focused 
on recovery and rebuild-
ing in coordination with 
the Israeli government 
and our oversees part-
ners. Our efforts are also 
intended to be as strategic 
as possible — helping 
provide longer-term solu-
tions to emerging needs. 

Through the IEC, we’ve 
provided funds to rebuild 
absorption centers dam-
aged by missiles, offered 

scholarships to univer-
sity students unable to 
work and pay for their 
tuition because of mil-
itary service, awarded 
emergency aid to small 
businesses facing bank-
ruptcy due to the conflict, 
provided school supplies 
for the indigent, extended 
post-trauma counseling, 
helped food supply pro-
grams. With our efforts, 
Israel and the Jewish 
people remain a light unto 
the nations. On behalf of 
the Jewish Federation 
and the people of Israel, 
thank you again for your 
continued generosity and 
support. 

Your Israel Campaign Dollars at Work

S T R E T C H
your body 

& 
your experiences

A Life Plan Community offered by Liberty Senior Living

I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G   |   A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G   |   M E MO RY  S U P P O RT 

S K I L L E D  N U R S I N G   |   R E H A B I L I TAT I O N

On any given day, you’ll find a range of options to fuel your passions, meet new friends and enjoy a 

lifestyle rich with interesting and exciting educational and engaging programs. Learn more about our 

rental senior living community at TheBarclayatSouthPark.com or schedule a visit at 980.825.4211.

4801 Barclay Downs Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210
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123216 barclay at south park stretch your body ad-cjn.indd   1123216 barclay at south park stretch your body ad-cjn.indd   1 9/15/23   9:50 AM9/15/23   9:50 AM
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(Puzzle on page 45)

Get the daily assistance you need, while living  

as fully and independently as possible. You’ll enjoy  

comforting peace of mind, enriching social  

and recreational opportunities, and the pleasant  

company of neighbors who quickly become friends.  

Find out more at BarclayAtSouthpark.com  

or schedule a visit at 980.223.3600.

ASSISTED LIVING  |   MEMORY SUPPORT 

REHABILITATION  |   SKILLED NURSING

6041 Piedmont Row Drive South 
Charlotte, NC 28210
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A Life Plan Community offered by Liberty Senior Living

MEET
your needs 

and 
new neighbors

123199 briar creek hc meet your needs ad-cjn.indd   1123199 briar creek hc meet your needs ad-cjn.indd   1 9/14/23   4:48 PM9/14/23   4:48 PM
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Refine Mortgage Inc. NMLS# 2417960 | Equal Housing 
Lender. Contact Refine Mortgage for more information 

and up-to-date rates.
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Mortgage Advisor | NMLS# 2339069

(980) 221-4959

www.CarolinaHomeFinancing.com 

PaulM@RefineMortgage.net

115 Stone Village Drive, Suite D
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We Stand
With Israel

Israel Emergency Campaign

Israel is facing a crisis on a scale never before seen — and in times of crisis,
we stand together. Now more than ever, Israel needs you.

Jewish Federations of North America's Israel Emergency Fund has surpassed 
$655 million, and is already allocating to the most pressing needs on the ground 

through 300 partner organizations and NGOs.  Thanks to the generosity of so 
many in our community, the Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte has raised 

more than $2.5 million toward the collective effort. 

100% of your donation will go toward supporting victims of terror and 
addressing the unprecedented levels of trauma caused by the horrific attacks in 

Israel.

Israel needs you.
Please give generously.


