
By Karen Turk, Interim Execu-
tive Director

Temple Israel will be cele-
brating the installation of its 21st 
senior rabbi October 1-2, 2021. 
Rabbi Michael Wolk joined 
Temple Israel on July 1, 2020, 
and though rabbis are typical-
ly installed within the fi rst few 
months of joining their new shul, 
COVID interrupted  plans. Now 
after more than a year, Temple 
Israel is ready to offi  cially wel-
come and celebrate him in per-
son.

Rabbi Wolk grew up in the 
richness of an observant Jewish 
home and attended Jewish day 
school. He is a native of Long 
Island, New York. Growing up 
as the “cantor’s kid” in his shul 
imparted in him an early love 
of Jewish life that helped guide 
him toward the rabbinate. Rabbi 
Wolk graduated from Columbia 
University and the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary’s (JTS) List 
College before attending rabbin-
ical school at JTS. After being 
ordained in 2012, he moved to 
Louisville, Kentucky, to serve 
as the rabbi of Keneseth Israel 
Congregation. After spending 
seven years in Louisville, and 
developing a sophisticated ap-
preciation for bourbon, he was 
ready for a larger congregation 
and a large metropolitan area. On 
March 13, 2020, just ahead of the 
North Carolina shelter-in-place 
order, the Wolk family visited 
 Charlotte and knew this is where 
they wanted to be.

Rabbi Wolk, his wife, Heidi, 
and daughters Klara Rose and 
Julia arrived in July in what we 
thought was the height of the 
pandemic, but that did not slow 
them down from settling in. 
Klara Rose and Julia were en-
rolled in Charlotte Jewish Pre-
school, Heidi found a teaching 
job with Charlotte Mecklenburg 
School District, and all of them 
found ways to connect with their 
new community. Rabbi Wolk 
embarked on his journey to meet 
as many congregants as he could 
in what became a popular initia-
tive termed “backyard visits.” He 
will tell you he saw many dogs, 
pools, and neighborhoods as he 
met with Temple Israel congre-
gants and, like many of us, be-
came profi cient on Zoom. Since 
then, Temple Israel has returned 
to in-person services, and Rabbi 

Wolk’s enthusiasm for commu-
nal prayer, learning, and Jewish 
life has sparked new energy. De-
spite the challenges of COVID, 
Rabbi Wolk and Cantor Lissek 
just enjoyed their second High 
Holidays together but their fi rst 
with congregants in Temple Isra-
el’s Morris and Sylvia Speizman 
Sanctuary.

The installation theme Rabbi 
Wolk chose is “My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for 
all” (Isaiah 56:7) and exempli-
fi es the importance he places on 
welcoming everyone, helping 

anyone, and collaborating with 
others to make the community a 
better place for all. Rabbi Wolk 
has continued the long-stand-
ing relationship Temple Israel 
has enjoyed with Reverend Jim 
Howell of Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. Rabbi Wolk’s 
collaboration with Rabbi Asher 
Knight and other Shalom Park 
organizations solidifi es his com-
mitment to community building.

Rabbi Wolk will celebrate his 
installation with his father, Can-
tor Emeritus Morris Wolk of 
Plainview Jewish Center (New 

York), Cantor Sharon Hordes, 
Keneseth Israel Congregation 
of Louisville (Kentucky), Rabbi 
Emeritus Stanley Miles, Temple 
Shalom, Louisville (Kentucky), 
and Cantor Randall Levin, For-
est Hills Jewish Center (New 
York). There are many events 
throughout the weekend that you 
can participate in to mark Rabbi 
Wolk’s official in-person wel-
come to Temple Israel.  Please 
visit templeisraelnc.org for more 
information and to register.

Jewish Federation’s Women’s 
Philanthropy plays a key role in 
ensuring a thriving future for the 
Charlotte Jewish Community, Is-
rael, and the Jewish people. More 
than one-third of donations to 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte’s Annual Campaign 
come from the Lions of Judah, 
Pomegranate, and Pearl Society, 
representing women who give to 
the Federation at various levels. 
Beyond philanthropic dollars, 
Women’s Philanthropy provides 
signifi cant opportunities for all 
women to affirm their Jewish 
identity and spirituality, to be 
proactive in evolving issues of 
concern, and to engage new par-
ticipants and leaders in the com-
munity to inspire other Jewish 
women by example. 

On October 21, Women’s 
Philanthropy kicks off its cal-
endar for the year with spe-
cial guest Archie Gottesman, 
co-founder of JewBelong. This 
event will be the fi rst chance for 
participants to gather in person 
since early 2020 , and though the 
event will be off ered virtually as 
well, in-person attendance will 
be limited to 75 people.  

“Archie Gottesman is the 
co-founder of JewBelong.com, 
a groundbreaking organization 
and web-based platform focused 
on rebranding Judaism to make 
it more warm and welcoming 
for all, no matter where they are 
on their Jewish journey. Using 
awareness campaigns, including 
billboards in Times Square, New 
York City, JewBelong also focus-
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This summer, thanks to a grant 
from the Jewish Federation of 
greater Charlotte, a cohort of 
five teachers from Charlotte, 
plus an additional two teachers 
from neighboring North Caro-
lina communities, were able to 
take part in TALMA. TALMA 
is a community of certifi ed ed-
ucators from around the world 
who come to Israel for a sum-
mer, year, or Aliyah, in order 
to bring educational equity, ac-
cess, and opportunity to Israel’s 
social and geographic periphery 
through English educational pro-
gramming.

In November 2013, the Is-
raeli Ministry of Education 
announced its intention to in-
troduce a new concept in Isra-
el — public summer school for 
elementary schoolchildren. The 
main objective was to create 
meaningful learning experiences 
for low-income Israeli children 
during July, thereby introducing 
a value-added “11th month” to 
the Israeli school year. 

Sensing the urgency of this 
exciting new opportunity, two 
prominent family foundations, 
Schusterman Family Philanthro-
pies and The Steinhardt Family 
Foundation in Israel, decided to 
take action. They recognized the 
increasing importance of English 
for Israeli students and profes-
sionals on the one hand, and the 
growing need for an authentic 
educational service project in Is-
rael for young, international Jew-
ishly-connected educators, on 
the other. The two foundations 

partnered with Israel’s Ministry 
of Education to create a unique 
new program on Israel’s educa-
tional landscape — TALMA.

English for Israelis is a neces-
sity, both as a global and local 
language, in schools and society. 
A requirement for higher edu-
cation and many professions, 
understanding and speaking 
English is a basic necessity to 
advance in life. Nevertheless, a 
perpetual shortage of qualifi ed 
educators leaves many peripheral 
communities without this criti-
cal tool for success. Under the 
guiding belief that English pro-
fi ciency is essential to unlocking 
future opportunities for Israel’s 
low-income youth, TALMA’s 
social justice driven internation-
al educators devote their sum-
mer to volunteer-teaching with 
TALMA. 

In exchange for volunteering 
their teacher talents in under-
served communities, fellows 
receive an all-expenses-paid 

summer in Israel, professional 
development (generally recog-
nized by U.S. school districts), 
social enrichment, and an op-
portunity to experience Israel 
through their profession.

The Charlotte teacher cohort 
was based in TALMA’s living 
community at Kibbutz Mizra. 
Teachers’ placements ranged 
from serving in Jewish commu-
nities in Afula and Nof HaGalil 
to placements with our Druze 
partners in Maghar. Additionally, 
TALMA worked closely with the 
Federation and the Partnership-
2Gether team to facilitate an en-
richment program in Hadera that 
exposed the Fellows to various 
education initiatives, teaching 
peers, and programs happening 
in the community.

Teachers from Charlotte and 
North Carolina communities 
were: Eliana Berger, Carmen 
Cardenas, Jesse Mazen, Kelsie 
Wall, Rachel Winter, Dr. Mat-
thew Wynne, and Joey Fradkin. 

Here’s what some of them had 
to say about their experience:  
Eliana Berger

One of the most impactful 
days during my entire TALMA 
experience was our trip to Hade-
ra. We were hosted by Maya and 
Shimrit from the partnership and 
witnessed many of the incredi-
ble projects taking place that are 
made possible with the support 
of Charlotte. We were taken to a 
youth village, community mar-
ket and community boys and 
girls club, all within the City of 
Hadera. I was truly inspired by 
everything the community was 
doing to help one another, even 
brought to tears at the youth vil-
lage. This trip to Hadera made 
me want to get involved in the 
Jewish Federation and be a part 
of the Hadera- Charlotte Partner-
ship even more. 

Partnering with a co-teacher in 
Israel was a huge learning expe-
rience. My co-teacher and I got 
along very well but defi nitely had 
diff erent teaching styles. I really 
enjoyed watching her teach and 
learned a lot from the experi-

Once again I fi nd myself as-
sembling an issue of the Char-
lotte Jewish News (CJN) that is 
fi lled with talk of the pandemic. 
And this month, once again, the 
paper is also fi lled with messag-
es of “We’re not sure,” “We’re 
working on it,” “We’ll have to 
wait and see,” and “Stay tuned.”

The CJN begins preparing 
its next issue weeks before it 
lands on your doorsteps (or dig-
ital screens). The changing and 

unpredictable nature of the pan-
demic has made this more chal-
lenging than usual. Plans that 
were announced in September’s 
paper were already changing 
when the paper went to print. 
Then and now, we include a 
disclaimer to check with orga-
nizations’ websites for updated 
details. 

We all have the month of 
Elul to prepare for the High 
Holidays, but for leaders of 
synagogues, congregations, and 
organizations, that planning 
begins months in advance. The 
scope of logistics to organize is 
mind-boggling under the best of 
circumstances — and these have 
not been the best of circumstanc-
es. Just as plans were beginning 
to fall in place, community lead-
ers once again had to “pivot” and 
draw upon seemingly bottomless  
creative reserves to address con-
cerns about newly rising COVID 
infection rates. Emergency board 
meetings were being held, and 

logistical and emotional issues 
such as vaccination and mask 
requirements and social dis-
tancing were once again being 
reconsidered. 

I’ve had the privilege to 
witness many of these leaders 
up close as they grappled with 
keeping their communities safe, 
while providing a meaning-
ful and transformational High 
Holiday experience. To them, I 
know I speak for all of us when 
I say thank you. And to all of 
the community members who 
were patient, fl exible, and un-
derstanding, I know I speak for 
the community leaders when I 
say thank you as well. 

May the coming year bring 
health and safety to us all — and 
may it be a year when we can 
begin to reliably make plans to 
celebrate, worship, and gather 
safely together again. 
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Shabbat 
Candle Ligh� ng 

Times

October   1 —  6:49 p.m.
October   8 —  6:39 p.m.
October 15 —  6:30 p.m.
October 22 —  6:21 p.m.
October 29 —  6:14 p.m.

Charlotte Teachers Return From Israel

From the Editor
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Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte



Libraries usually conjure im-
ages of quiet, dusty buildings 
with stacks of books, but the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library at 
the Center for Jewish Educa-
tion is bigger than a building 
and more than just books. Since 
2005, the library has been con-
necting Jewish people of all 
generations and circumstances 
to the resources they need, to 
meaningful experiences, and to 
one another. Since its inception, 
patrons and non-patrons alike 
have generously supported the 
library each year enabling the 
library to provide a rich off ering 
of programs and services for our 
community. This year’s library 
campaign kicks off  this month 
and continues until December 31. 

In 2017, the library became 
a part of the newly established 
Center for Jewish Education 
(CJE). The CJE, whose mission 
is to enhance community engage-
ment, promote lifelong Jewish 
learning, and create pathways 
to Jewish identity, is a compo-
nent of the Jewish Federation’s 
Department of Education and 
Engagement. 

Of the library’s off erings for 
children, perhaps one of its best 
known and treasured is Miss 
Debby, who for ten years has led 
weekly story times for families 
and local Jewish schools, accom-
panied by her popular puppet 
helpers. Even during the pandem-
ic, Miss Debby continued with 
her program online with “Miss 
Debby at Home,” building a dig-
ital library that is free to access 
on the library’s website. “Miss 
Debby’s Best Loved Children’s 
Books” column in the Charlotte 

Jewish News each month off ers 
reviews and recommendations 
for books that can all be found for 
free in the library, books that may 
be diffi  cult to fi nd or aff ord in the 
city library or local bookstores. 

In addition, the library helps 
students succeed academically 
and avoid the summer decline of 
reading skills with its “Summer 
Reading Challenge.” These chal-
lenges encourage preschool and 
elementary aged children to read 
books during the summer break. 
Participants are awarded prizes 
based on the competition’s annu-
al theme.  

During the pandemic, the li-
brary’s adult services haven’t 
slowed down, just shifted gears. 

Book check-outs continued, 
with scheduled curbside pickup, 
and the library was able to expand 
its eBook collection and provide 
Kindle devices for loan so that 
patrons can enjoy books from the 
safety of their own homes. The 
library is now open for communi-
ty members to browse in person, 
but curbside pickup and eBooks 
remain available as well. 

Sue Littauer, who also con-
tributes a monthly “Sue’s Book-
shelf” column to CJN, continued 
to lead the CJE’s monthly book 
club, albeit virtually.  

But perhaps just as important 
as the library’s outstanding pro-
gramming and extensive collec-
tion of resources is its role as a 
free space for community mem-
bers to gather. Whether as a place 
for the Baby & Me class for new 
moms, meeting space for book 
clubs, or just a “third place” to 
work away from home, the li-
brary is the only free, open-to-all 

gathering space on Shalom Park.  
The CJE looks forward to 

continuing improvements and 
expansion to library offerings, 
as well as other CJE program-
ming. In the past year, the CJE 
continued to host community 
and education events. Adults 
pursued Jewish learning through 
adult learning classes in partner-
ship with organizations such as 
iEngage and Queens University. 
Even during a pandemic, the CJE 
continued to host community and 
education events such as commu-
nity reads, highlighting authors 
such as Ariel Burger to discuss 
“Witness, Lessons from Elie Wi-
esel’s Classroom,” and Tiff any 
Shlain to talk about the power of 
unplugging one day a week based 
on her book “24/7”. In the com-
ing year, the CJE will launch its 
inaugural Jewish Book Festival 
featuring appearances from fi ve 
Jewish authors during the week 
of March 20-27. 

Like everyone, the CJE looks 
forward to the day the library 
and the many CJE programs can 
return to “operations as usual.” 
But until then, with your help, the 
work will continue to enrich our 
Jewish community. Donations 
can be made online before De-
cember 31 at www.jewishchar-
lotte.org/CJE.  

To read about the history of, 
read the CJN article from March  
2005 in “Looking Back” on page 
31. 

704.247.3033
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Since 1974, we have assisted community 
families and businesses with:
• Group Benefits
• Life, Disability & Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Business Planning &

Executive Benefits
• Medicare Plans & Annuities
As part of the Windermere 
Insurance Group, Greenspon & 
Associates can now also help with:
• Home & Auto
• Commerical

Business Insurance
• Risk Management Services

Keith Greenspon
Advisor
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and

Commitment

The KEYS to a successful
real estate transaction...

Buying • Selling • Relocating
Ann and Andrew are your KEYS 
to the local Jewish community
Serving the Charlotte community for 

over 30 years.

Ann Langman
704.502.4328
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704.604.4756
andrew.rosen@allentate.com

Levine-Sklut Judaic Library 
In the New Year

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

Join us for theJoin us for the
Women’s Philanthropy

Kickoff Event
featuring

Archie Gottesman
co-founder of JewBelong
October 21st at 7:00 p.m.

Women’s Philanthropy

es on ending the antisemitism 
growing in the U.S. For almost 
30 years, Archie was the chief 
branding offi  cer/principal of Ed-
ison Properties and the voice be-
hind Manhattan Mini Storage’s 
iconic billboards. Archie has sat 
on various boards including: Zi-
oness, Democratic Majority for 
Israel, Israel on Campus Coali-
tion, Animal Haven Shelter and 
Foundation for Jewish Camp.” 
(www.ajc.org/bio/archie-gottes-
man).

The event will take place at 7 
p.m.  Tickets may be purchased 
in advance for $18 by going to 
www.jewishcharlotte.org. This 
event is open to all women, and 
there is no minimum gift re-
quirement to attend. The event 
is intended to be a casual, warm, 

and inclusive event to welcome 
all Jewish women in our com-
munity and help us mark the be-
ginning of our Women’s Philan-
thropy calendar.

The program is sponsored by 
the Jewish Federation’s Wom-
en’s Philanthropy, co-chaired 
by Lisa Levinson and Debra Van 
Glish. For further information, 
contact the Federation offi  ce at 
(704) 944-6757 or info@jewish-
charlotte.org.    

(Conti nued from page 1)



Some of my favorite memo-
ries include snuggling in bed and 
reading chapter books aloud to 
my own sons. Even to this day, 
we exchange beloved quotes 
from those shared books. Though 
your elementary-aged children 
are able to read to themselves, 
reading aloud to them remains 
an extremely valuable and edu-
cational experience. 

Here are some of the many 
benefits of reading aloud to your 
school-aged children:
•	 Builds a joyous connection to   
reading and to literature
•	 Expands vocabulary 
•	 Improves comprehension
•	 Improves listening skills
•	 Models fluent reading
•	 Introduces different genres 
•	 Enhances empathy and un-

derstanding of others and pro-
motes opportunity for discussion

•	Last, but probably the most 
important, reading aloud for 15-
20 minutes a day provides qual-
ity bonding time between parent 
and child — a true benefit for 
both the child and the adult.

I recommend that the adult 
reads aloud books that are above 
the level their children are capa-
ble of reading comfortably to 
themselves. Bedtime is a great 
time to explore together classic 
literature such as “Charlotte’s 
Web,” “The Mouse and the Mo-
torcycle,” the Judy Blume se-
ries about Fudge, or even J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s “The Hobbit.” Pick a 
book that you as the adult will 
enjoy, making this a perfect win-
win experience. 

Here are some of my best-
loved books to read aloud to 
your big kid:

“The Indian in the Cup-
board” by Lynne Reid Banks

Imagine one of your dolls or 
plastic figurines coming to life. 
That is exactly what happens 
when Omri puts his new plas-
tic figure of a Native American 
man into a metal box and turns a 
mysterious skeleton key. The in-
teractions between Omri and the 
tiny being from a different time 
and culture are delightful, as is 
their growing friendship. This 

book is at the top of my list to 
read to your child or grandchild. 
(Appropriate for ages seven and 
older.)

“Does God Have a Big Toe: 
Stories About Stories in the Bi-
ble” by Marc Gellman

One of my all-time favorite 
books to read to elementary-aged 
children is “Does God Have a 
Big Toe?” by Marc Gellman. 
Rabbi Gellman shares his amaz-
ing, and often hilarious, versions 
of creation and other Torah tales. 
I love all the stories, but “Ad-
am’s Animals” will delight any 
child. Do you know what Adam 
called the “large-gray-wrinkled-
up-long-nosed-big-eared-white-
tusked-tree-eating-stomper?” 
That’s right … “Hey You!” If 
you and your child enjoy this 
book, I would also recommend 
Marc Gellman’s “God’s Mail-
box.” (Appropriate for children 
K-4th grade but great fun for 
adults as well.)

“Jacob Two Two Meets the 
Hooded Fang” by Mordechai 
Richler

Jacob Two Two is two plus 
two plus two years old. He has 
two ears, two eyes, two arms, 
and two feet. He has two sisters 
and two brothers, but he is the 
littlest. Unfortunately, no one lis-
tens to Jacob Two Two the first 
time, so he has gotten into the 

unfortunate habit of saying ev-
erything twice. When Jacob Two 
Two is finally allowed on his first 
adventure, he insults an adult by 
repeating himself and ends up in 
a creepy children’s prison run by 
the purportedly frightful Hood-
ed Fang. “Jacob Two Two Meets 
the Hooded Fang” is a delightful 
and darkly humorous adventure 
story written by the acclaimed 
Jewish Canadian author of “The 
Apprenticeship of Duddy Krav-
itz.” (Appropriate to read aloud 
to children ages five to eight)

“The Lemonade War” by 
Jacqueline Davies

I recently discovered and was 
instantly impressed by “The 
Lemonade War” by Jewish au-
thor Jacqueline Davies. This 
story brings sibling rivalry to 
a whole new level when Evan 
and brainy younger sister Jessie 
compete to see who can make 
the most profit from their lemon-
ade stand. This award-winning 
book is lighthearted yet emotion-
ally charged as it explores how 
arguments can escalate beyond 
anyone’s intent. “The Lemon-
ade War” successfully weaves 
in lessons on math, marketing, 
and business in a child-friendly 
way. If you enjoy this book, look 
for the other books in the series 
as well. (Appropriate to read 
aloud to children grades three 
through five)

“Death by Toilet Paper” by 
Donna Gephart

Benjamin lives with his moth-
er, his zeyde (grandfather), and 
a fish named Barkley. Benjamin 
does everything he can to help 
his family become financially 
solvent, from selling candy bars 
to attempting to win $10,000 by 
writing a slogan for a toilet pa-
per company. This PJ Our Way 
selection is in turns emotional, 
heartwarming, and humorous. 
Fun facts about toilet paper can 
be found in every chapter. (Ap-
propriate to read to children 
ages nine to twelve. Note: This 
book deals with the recent death 
of the character’s father.)

What was your favorite book? 
Why not share it with your child 
tonight?

Miss Debby’s best-loved 
books are available at the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library. 
Please stop in and pick up a copy 
to read to your child tonight. 
Alternatively, you may reserve 
a copy by emailing library@jew-
ishcharlotte.org or calling (704) 
944-6783.

Moses? Elie Wiesel? Herman 
Wouk? Anne Frank?

These are some of the respons-
es I’ve received when I’ve asked, 
“Which three Jewish writers, 
dead or alive, would you most 
like to have dinner with?”

According to Ron Balson, au-
thor of “Once We Were Broth-
ers, The Girl from Berlin,” “Eli’s 
Promise,” and a host of other best 
sellers, he would choose “Elie 
Wiesel for his wisdom and poi-
gnant memories, Leon Uris to 
discuss how he researched and 
created his stories, and Jake Tap-
per because of the clever things 
he would say.”

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum comes the response 
from  American author and 
public speaker Fran Lebowitz: 
“None. I would never do it. My 
idea of a great literary dinner 
party is Fran, eating alone, read-
ing a book. That’s my idea of a 
literary dinner party. When I eat 
alone, I spend a lot of time before 
I sit down to my meager meal 
choosing what to read. And I’m 
a lot better choosing a book than 
preparing a meal. And I never eat 
anything without reading. Ever. 
If I’m eating an apple, I have to 
get a book.”

I’ve been giving this ques-
tion a great  deal of thought, and 
even though there are myriad 
Jewish writers I’d like to have 
dinner with, I keep coming back 
to three: Alice Hoffman, Tova 
Mirvis, and Shulem Deen, and 
I’d like to have dinner with the 
three of them together. I think 
they would enjoy learning about 
each other’s life journeys and ex-
periences, the people and events 
that shaped their lives, the chal-
lenges of storytelling and, most 
importantly, their search for their 
own Jewish identity.

Alice Hoffman is an Ameri-
can novelist whose books about 

women in search of their iden-
tities mix realism and the super-
natural. Since the death of her 
grandmother, her novels have 
taken on more of a Jewish in-
fluence. I’m curious whether the 
inclusion of Judaism, found first 
in “The Dovekeepers” and then 
in “The Marriage of Opposites,” 
“The Museum of Extraordinary 
Things,” “The World That We 
Knew,” and most recently in 
“Magic Lessons,” is in part a 
quest for her own Jewish iden-
tity. 

Tova Mirvis would be my sec-
ond guest. In her own words, her 
books “The Ladies Auxiliary,” 
“The Outside World,” and “The 
Book of Separation,” “explore 
the issues of belief and doubt and 
the tensions between community 
and individuality, tradition and 
modernity … Those books were 
a way to for me to grapple with 
my own upbringing and life as 
an Orthodox Jew.” I would wel-
come the opportunity to learn 
how she has reconciled her be-
liefs and navigated the world af-
ter leaving Orthodox Jewry. 

My third dinner guest would 
be Shulem Deen, author of the 
award-winning memoir “All 
Who Go Do Not Return,” an ac-

count of living within and then 
leaving New York’s Hasidic 
community. He exhibited great 
strength to make this change, 
not only leaving his community 
but also his children. I know he’s 
made a new life for himself as 
a writer on political and social 
issues, and I would be extremely 
interested to learn more about his 
personal journey.

That’s my guest list for my lit-
erary dinner party, and I’d love 
to hear yours. Please email me 
at sueb.littauer@jewishcharlotte.
org, and I’ll be happy to share 
your “guest lists” in my next 
column.

Sue’s Bookshelf
Look Who’s Coming to Dinner

Debby Block

Sue Littauer
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Miss Debby’s Best Loved Children’s Books
Expand Your Child’s Horizons: Read Aloud to Big Kids

“Spin”
Our first meeting in the new 

year will be Wednesday, Octo-
ber 13. Peter Zheutlin, author 
of “Spin,” will be joining us 
in person. We’ll meet in the 
Weinberg Center at 1 p.m. Peter 
Zheutlin is a freelance journalist 
and author whose work has ap-
peared regularly in The Boston 
Globe and The Christian Science 
Monitor. His first book, “Around 
the World on Two Wheels: An-
nie Londonderry’s Extraordi-
nary Ride,” is the story of the 
author’s great-granddaughter 
who, in 1894, left her three 
young children with her husband 
in Boston to circle the world on 
a bicycle. In doing so, she be-
came the world’s first female in-
ternational sports star. Zheutlin’s 
ninth and latest book “Spin: A 
Novel Based on a (Mostly) True 
Story,” reimagines the Annie 
Londonderry story in this work 
of historical fiction. All are wel-
come to join us for this special 
event. 

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte
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Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. ro skindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

TALMA 

ence. The education system in 
Israel has many differences but 
also a few similarities to here in 
Charlotte. I am so happy I got to 
experience being a teacher in a 
completely unfamiliar environ-
ment. I hope I get to experience 
it again next summer!
Carmen Cardenas

Join Talma this year made me 
change my entire view in the 
classroom. This was the second 
time I visited Israel and it felt a 
totally new experience. Whatev-
er your beliefs are, teaching is 
a profession that makes us see 
the world in a different way. My 
experience this summer was one 
of a lifetime, where you connect 
with the teachers and, if you are 
lucky, you get to know teachers 
who already lived in Israel or 
worked there previously and they 
will give a deeper understanding 
of whatever you would like to 
know. I was very fortunate to 
meet a teacher who I called  “my 
personal translator.” She spoke 
Hebrew and taught me some as 
well. 

Any teacher who could have 
this opportunity will not regret it 
and would loved to come back. 
Just like me!
Rachel Winter

It was great partnering with an 
Israeli co-teacher. I learned a lot 
from her and believe she learned 
a lot from me. We both used our 
strengths to work together and 
build a great classroom commu-
nity. We do come from different 
communities and cultures so had 
to meet in the middle. Learning 
the culture of an Israeli classroom 
was definitely an adjustment for 
me since it is very different from 
an American classroom. In ad-
dition, I taught in a religious, 
all girls school which was very 
new to me. The staff was very 
welcoming and made me feel 
comfortable immediately. I’m 
so thankful to have had this ex-
perience and look forward to it 
in the future! 
Dr. Matthew John Wynne, 
Ed.D.

From my experience with 
TALMA, I learned about the 
history, religion, culture, and 
educational system of the na-
tion of Israel. In addition, I had 
the opportunity to interact with 
educational specialists, admin-
istrators, teachers, and students 
within the northern region, 
where I was assigned to teach. I 
facilitated English instruction in 
Maghar and Afula to a diverse 
population, which consisted of 
Druze, Christian, Muslim, and 
Jewish students. This experi-
ence included engaging in pro-
fessional development, which 
included a variety of first-class 
speakers, workshops, tours, and 
experiential learning opportu-
nities. 

Working with the students was 
truly my greatest joy. Each day 
we would learn from one another.  
As I would help them improve 
their ability to read, write, and 
communicate in English, the 
students would then teach me 
their language and customs. Ev-
ery morning when I would arrive 
in the schools my students would 
huddle around me to practice 
their English. They would com-
municate the usual greetings such 
as “Hello, how are you, good 
morning, welcome, how are you 
feeling, etc.” Following this we 
would engage in interactive En-
glish lessons. These consisted 
of games, skits, media presenta-
tions, and real-life simulations. 
Also, during the day we would 
complete a cultural exchange ac-
tivity. I would share with them 
aspects of American culture, 
and they would share with me 
their unique cultures. One fond 
memory I have is when one of 
the students taught me their cul-
tural dance called the Dabke. It 
involves dancing hand-in-hand 
in a circle, stepping, kicking, and 
hopping. At first it was a chal-
lenge for me, but eventually I got 
the hang of it.

This summer fellowship 
opened the door for me to devel-
op lifelong connections to my 
students, teachers, and organiza-
tions within the state of Israel. As 
a facilitator of learning, I aspire 
to share the many instructional 
best practices and strategies ac-
quired in teaching English, mul-
ticulturalism, diversity, and toler-
ance through this experience.  It 
is my intent to enhance my fellow 
colleagues’ knowledge of Israel’s 
role in the global sphere through 
developing educational programs 
and professional development 
opportunities within my realm 
of influence.

(Continued from page 2)

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte



By Steve Hofstetter
I’ve been a stand-up comedian 

for almost 19 years. And every 
single time I’ve been on stage, 
whether the crowd likes it or not, 
I’ve also been a Jewish stand-up 
comedian.

Humor and Judaism go to-
gether like latkes and sour cream. 
And like latkes and apple sauce. 
Humor, like a latke, is subjective. 
But a good joke, like a good lat-
ke, is part of being Jewish.

Some of my early memories 

of synagogue revolve around 
Purim, where part of the ridicu-
lous celebration is getting drunk 
enough to mistake the hero of the 
story for the villain. As kids, we 
didn’t drink. But we’d howl to 
see gags like our rabbi taking the 
bimah in several pairs of pants, 
always pretending that each one 
he removed was the last one.

One of my favorite stories is 
about the Baal Shem Tov, an 
18th-century Polish rabbi and 
the founder of Hasidic Juda-

ism. While some people might 
assume the founder of Hasidic 
Judaism would be a person who 
took himself seriously, laughter 
was extremely important to the 
rabbi. The story I love (and re-
late to) is the one where the Baal 
Shem Tov said he felt the most 
spiritual when he saw people 
laugh.

My theory is that humor is in-
tertwined with Judaism because 
a sense of humor is born from 
oppression, as it is a defense 

mechanism. Jewish people have 
turned to humor over the years 
to cope. And, like comedians, 
Jewish people identify with the 
underdog.

Jewish culture also makes it 
easy to go into stand-up come-
dy. When my parents told their 
friends I was a comedian, the 
common response was “like 
Henny Youngman!” and then 
they’d wax poetic about seeing 
shows in the Catskills. But many 
of my non-Jewish friends didn’t 
even tell their parents about their 
career choice. And when they fi -
nally did, their parents certainly 
didn’t tell their friends.

Many Jewish comedians 
play today’s non-Catskills cir-
cuit: synagogue fundraisers, 
on-campus events for Hillel and 
Chabad, and parents’ weekends 
at summer camps. Most of these 
comics have entire acts based on 
their Jewish identity. Their jokes 
are about subjects like cleaning 
the house for Passover, feeling 
diff erent from your non-Jewish 
friends on Hanukkah, and sep-
arate seating on Shabbos (if the 
show is at an Orthodox shul).

However, most of my act is 
not about being Jewish. I’ve 
done jokes about it over the 
years, sure. One of my fi rst bits 
talked about stereotypes we deal 
with, and one of my favorite sto-
ries was explaining to a crowd 
that my grandfather used to take 
off  from school for “Erev Yom 
Revii” (i.e., “Tuesday”).

I’ve done entire albums where 
I don’t mention being Jewish at 
all. But whether or not my her-
itage is in my material, being 
Jewish has always informed my 
perspective.

The early joke I did about ste-
reotypes relied on Jewish people 
being told they are cheap. After a 
show, a woman approached me 
with a thick drawl and asked me 

why that’s true.
I wanted to explain to her 

that the joke was mocking ste-
reotypes, and stereotypes are a 
form of prejudice. I wanted to 
blame the woman for her reac-
tion. Her reaction was my fault; 
I wrote and said the words she 
was reacting to. An artist is nev-
er responsible for how someone 
reacts to their art. But an artist is 
always responsible for how they 
react to that reaction.

It was a tough realization, and 
I never told that joke again.

I still address stereotypes; I’m 
6’4” with red hair, so I don’t look 
like an extra from “Fiddler.” In 
my current hour, I talk about 
some non-Jewish people’s sur-
prise when they find out I’m 
Jewish, and also some Jewish 
people’s surprise when they fi nd 
out I’m Jewish. The joke still dis-
cusses stereotypes, but it’s clear 
where I stand on the matter. I 
learned from my mistake, and I 
am more careful with my words 
now than I was when I started.

My Jewish upbringing in-
forms my perspective of being 
an underdog and provides me 
with a propensity toward gal-
lows humor. But it also taught 
me to be a respectable part of 
community. From the mistake 
I made early on, I learned that 
the most important thing I can 
do with my comedy is not teach 
non-Jews what we traditionally 
eat each Hanukkah (though I do 
have a joke about it). The most 
important thing I can do with my 
comedy is set a good example.

I have received hundreds of 
messages over the years from 
people who had simply never 
interacted with a Jewish person 
before. Whether they grew up in 
towns without Jewish people or 
they were purposefully raised 
to avoid us, I was the fi rst Jew-
ish person they ever listened to. 
They let me know that by lis-
tening to me, they learned that 
stereotypes are a form of prej-
udice. Not because I told them 
that, but because I showed them 
their preconceived notions of 
who and what a Jewish person 
should be were false.

I am prouder of those mes-
sages than any joke I’ve written 
and any career goal I’ve accom-
plished. Those messages demon-
strate that my approach to using 
Judaism in my comedy doesn’t 
just work for a show at a Hillel. 
It works to reach people who 
would never attend one.

I’ve been a stand-up comedian 
for almost 19 years. And every 
single time I’m on stage, whether 
the crowd likes it or not, I am 
mindful that I am a Jewish stand-
up comedian.
(First printed in Pittsburgh Jew-
ish Chronicle.)
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Estate Planning
Estate and Trust Administration
Pre-Marital Agreements
Charitable Planning and Entities
General Corporate and Tax Law
Business Succession Planning

5401 Lancelot Drive
Charlotte, NC 28270

704.846.3607 office
704.756.3626 cell
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM
WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

Meg D. Goldstein
Attorney-At-Law

Using My Judaism in Stand-Up Comedy
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POPOWEWERED BYRED BY

Sandra and Leon Levine 
Jewish Community Center

5007 Providence Rd, Charlotte
704-366-5007 | charlottejcc.org

"Better Breathing" Series 
with Cindy Capwell
Tuesdays, 7-8pm
October 5 – November 23
Lori Sklut Recreation Hall
Cost (entire series): M/$120    B/$100    NM/$140
Questions? Jill.Lipson@charlottejcc.org

International Flavors 
of Central Avenue
Thursday, October 7th • 5pm
Meet at Jasmine Grill (2920 Central Ave; free parking)
Cost:  M/$35     B/$25     NM/$45
Questions? Sharri.Benjamin@charlottejcc.org

Learn to Play Canasta
Thursdays, 1-3pm
October 7, 14, 21, 28
Holly and Hall Levinson Family Place
Cost (all 4 classes): M/$60    B/$50    NM/$70
Questions? Sharri.Benjamin@charlottejcc.org

Photo and Media Storage 
Workshop Series
> WORKSHOP #1:  "Understanding Ways to
Get Your Photos and Media Organized"
Thursday, October 21st • 6:30-8pm 
> WORKSHOP #2: "How to Preserve 
Your Photos for Future Generations"
Thursday, October 28th • 6:30-8pm
> WORKSHOP #3: "Are Your Phone 
Photos Driving You Crazy?"
Wednesday, November 3rd • 6:30-8pm
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Senior Center 
Cost (all 3 workshops):  M/$30    B/$25    NM/$35
Questions? Sharri.Benjamin@charlottejcc.org

Ladies’ Night Out: Pickleball 
Social (w/Coach Stephanie)
Wednesday, November 3rd • 6:30-9pm
Howard R. Levine Gym
Cost:  M $18     B/$15     NM/$25
Questions? Robin.Stier@charlottejcc.org

ADULTS

Fall 2021 Adult Programs
Color your days with an enriching new activity!

*RSVP for all 3 

workshops by 

Thu, 10/14

*RSVP by 
Fri, 10/29

*RSVPfor series by Wed, 9/29

*RSVP for all 4 classes by
Fri, 10/1

*RSVP by 

Thu, 9/30 

*RSVP for Fall Programs online at: 
www.charlottejcc.org  |  Or call:  704-366-5007

SHIIP Medicare 
Open Enrollment 

Counseling
OCT 15 – DEC 7

Monday, October 4th

9am-3pm
Sam Lerner Center

No Appointment Needed!

WALK-IN
FLU SHOT 

CLINIC
at Levine JCC

POWERED BY

Call for an appointment 
beginning September 15th

Jill Lipson 704-944-6792 
Sharri Benjamin 
704-944-6753

POWERED BY

Charlott e is pleased to welcome comedien  Steve Hofstett er to Amos’ Sou-
thend on November 7, 2021. To purchase ti ckets visit www.SteveHofstett er.
com.
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Aging in Place at Generations at Shalom Park
By Karen Knoble, Community 
Outreach, Generations at Sha-
lom Park

In a 2010 poll the AARP 
conducted, 88% of respon-
dents over age 65 indicated 
they intend to “age in place.” 
But what exactly does it mean 
to age in place? For most, it 
means remaining autonomous 
and having control over day-
to-day decision-making. It 
means living in a familiar set-
ting close to family and friends. 
While many adults want to age 
in place, they need to consider 
where they can most aff ordably 
and safely live in the long term. 

Molly G. Martin, director of 
Aldersgate at Home, advises, 
“In order to plan for the future 
and what can come, ask your-
self, What are my options?”

Gerontologists also espouse 
aging in place. These experts 
focus on the social, emotional, 
physical, and fi nancial benefi ts. 
As we age and face the potential 
for decreased mobility, our con-
nection to community becomes 
more important. Yet seniors 
who live alone or with a spouse 
in a single-family dwelling of-
ten become isolated because of 
physical limitations and trans-
portation issues. A life plan 

community can provide seniors 
with the privacy they seek, the 
community they want, and the 
opportunities for social engage-
ment and participation that sup-
port cognitive and emotional 
health. Stronger mental health 
promotes all-around health, in-
cluding better physical function 
and decreased symptoms of de-
pression. As a culturally Jewish 
living community, Generations 
at Shalom Park will provide a 
senior living alternative that of-
fers familiarity and comfort by 
respecting and honoring Jewish 
traditions.

Cognitive and emotional 
health are supported by liv-
ing among people of all ages 
and the stimulation stemming 
of those interactions. Because 
Generations at Shalom Park 
is an extension of the Shalom 
Park campus, its residents can 
be fully integrated into the vi-
brant Shalom Park community. 
Every day, residents can choose 
to be with children and adults 
of all ages, an opportunity not 
common in any other senior 
living community in Charlotte.

Physical ailments and lim-
itations are the primary reasons 
older adults cannot continue to 
live comfortably or safely in 

their homes. Homes specifi-
cally designed with the needs 
of seniors in mind enable aging 
in place by removing physical 
barriers. These design elements 
can include better lighting, 
well-designed bathrooms with 
roll-in showers, appropriate 
counter heights, open concept 
living spaces, state-of-the-art 
technology, and fl ex space for 
family and caregivers. Because 
Generations has been thought-
fully designed for the aging-in-
place concept, it will be built 
with the latest and best features.    

The Generations campus is 
also designed for convenience. 
Generations has a smaller foot-
print than most life plan com-
munities, which makes it easier 
to get around. Concierge golf 
cart service will be readily 
available to take residents to 
the synagogues, the Levine 
Jewish Community Center, and 
other organizations on campus. 
There will be a wellness clinic 
on site for regularly scheduled 
appointments or urgent care 
needs. Transportation to doctor 
appointments off  campus and 
shopping will be available at 
no additional cost to residents. 

Aging in place costs less 
than assisted living or skilled 

nursing alterna-
tives, but access to 
reputable in-home 
care services is 
essential to com-
fortably age in 
place. These ser-
vices include help 
with daily tasks 
like bathing and 
grooming, light 
housework, and 
organizing medi-
cations. Residents 
of Generations re-
ceive signifi cant-
ly discounted services from 
Aldersgate at Home, includ-
ing the option to use services 
for a minimum of 15 minutes 
(most other home health-care 
services require a minimum of 
two hours of service per vis-
it). Although statistically most 
people will not require assisted 
living or skilled nursing for an 
extended period, Generations 
will also offer discounts on 
these services provided to res-
idents at Aldersgate Shamrock 
campus.

The benefi ts of aging in place 
are well-established, but it re-
quires a multifaceted approach 
with innovative design options 
and a supportive community to 

create a community where it is 
truly possible to age in place. 
The integration of design and 
community is what differen-
tiates Generations at Shalom 
Park from other senior living 
communities in Charlotte.    

At Generations at Shalom 
Park, you will live in a home 
that you design, surrounded by 
things, people, and traditions 
that are familiar to you. You 
can age in place nestled within 
your community.

It’s a vibrant lifestyle in a  
gorgeous modern residence on a  

welcoming multigenerational campus.  
It’s fine dining, art, culture, and  

access to the Levine JCC next door.  
Welcome to Generations at Shalom Park,  

a new vision in Jewish senior living,  
opening in 2024. Founded on the principles of 

Jewish life and tradition, Generations offers 
everything and welcomes everyone. 

Why settle for less?  
Reserve your residence at preconstruction 

pricing while opportunities remain.  
To learn more, call (704) 736-3343  

and take a closer look at 
generationsatshalompark.com.

5935 Carnegie Blvd., Suite 101 
Charlotte, NC 28209

Because you can  
never have too much of 

what’s good for you.



 By Laura Philipson
I grew up in a small town 

outside of Philadelphia. My fa-
ther is from an Orthodox Jewish 
background, and my mother’s 
family is Christian. While my 
parents didn’t closely observe 
their faiths, I fondly remember 
celebrating holidays with both 
sides of our family. Stephen 
was born and raised in New Or-
leans. His family belonged to a 
Reform congregation and typ-
ically attended services twice 
a year for the High Holidays. 
They celebrated Hannukah and 
Passover at home with their ex-
tended families.  

Stephen and I met at Wash-
ington and Lee University. Ste-
phen was Hillel president, and 
I often attended events with 
him. Only about 20 Jews were 
on campus at the time. In 2001, 
we graduated, moved to New 
York City, and were married 
two years later. I converted to 
Judaism, as it was important 
to me that we would raise our 
future children with one reli-
gion. Stephen and I began at-
tending Friday night services 
at Congregation Emanuel and 
Central Synagogue. We were 
working extremely long hours 
and found it to be a nice way 
to slow down and share time 
with one another. In 2005, we 
moved to Charlotte where our 
two daughters, Isabel and Lila, 
were eventually born.  

We were impressed by the 
strength of Charlotte’s arts cul-
ture and its Jewish community. 
We joined Temple Beth El and 
immediately became involved 
in the arts. This wasn’t some-
thing we could easily do in a 
larger city like New York. Be-
sides our Temple Beth El ac-
tivities, we became involved 
with the Mint Museum, Opera 
Carolina, Charlotte Country 
Day School, and several oth-
er service-based nonprofits. 
Through our engagement with 
some of these organizations, 
we developed friendships with 
other Jewish donors and learned 
from their giving philosophies. 

Giving back is a human and 
Jewish value that resonates with 
us and is something we com-
municate to our daughters. We 
volunteer on Mitzvah Day and 
encourage our girls to give self-
lessly at a young age. Their pig-
gy banks have three sections: 
save, spend, and share.   

We’ve been fortunate to be 
in a position to give back to 
the community we care about. 
Many of the opportunities 
we’ve had were because of the 
people who came before us. We 
have seen fi rsthand the impact 
on nonprofi ts by the loss of do-
nors. It is diffi  cult to suddenly 
replace the gifts of those who 
have passed on or moved away. 

Legacy giving ensures that fi -
nancial support will continue. 
It is particularly important in 
the Jewish world, as levels of 
engagement change from one 
generation to the next. There 
is a “pay it forward” compo-
nent to a legacy gift, and it is 

an important final statement 
to our children that indicates 
how much their parents value 
the importance of giving back 
and sharing with others.  

For more information on 
legacy giving, visit www.char-
lottejewishfoundation.org.
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Legacy
Donors

Anonymous* (4)
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Bobbi and Don Bernstein
Barry and Lisa Blau
Jill Blumenthal
Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Sera and Marvin Callif
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
David and Aleen Epstein
Jacob M. and Hunter K. Fuerstman
Sandra Goldman
Mark and Linda Goldsmith
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Keith E. Greenspon
Roslyn Greenspon
Jake Jacobson
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family

Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Eric and Susan Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
David and Brenda Levin and Family
Barbara and Jerry Levin
Julie Lerner Levine
Leon and Sandra Levine
Eric Levinson
Lisa Strause Levinson
Michael Littauer
Annie and Harrison Lord
Meg D. Goldstein and Matthew 

Luftglass
Isaac and Sonia (OBM) Luski
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Peggy McManus
Paula Sigal Musler
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Albert Rogat

Estelle and Murray (OBM) Rosen
Fern T. Sanderson
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Marc and Mattye Silverman
Gary and Maxine (OBM) Silverstein
Marcia and Paul Simon
Louis A. Sinkoe and H. Kevin Levine
Lori and Eric Sklut
Philip and Lauren Stark
Stephanie and Steven Starr
Norman Steinberger
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Robert and Ellie Valenstein
Amy and Mark Vitner
Nora Wolf
Brian Yesowitch Family
Barbara and Herman Ziegler
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Hebrew Cemetery Association has 
been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.orgA supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544.

Legacy Spotlight: Laura and Stephen Philipson

Laura and Stephen Philipson

“   We’ve been fortunate to be in a position to give 
back to the community we care about. Many of the 
opportunities we’ve had were because of the people 
who came before us. ”
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By Julie Loftis, JFS Marketing 
Specialist

The senior engagement team 
at Jewish Family Services (JFS) 
has been busy with recent expan-
sions to programs and service 
off erings for our senior commu-
nity. Grants and community part-
nerships have enabled our dedi-
cated, specialized staff  to support 
more seniors, connecting them to 
resources in our community. Ac-
cording to Sheryl Gerrard, senior 
engagement manager, “Growth 
in our department couldn’t come 
at a better time. We have seen an 
increase in requests for services, 
whether the needs are related to 
fi nancial assistance, food insecu-
rity, planning for housing transi-
tions, lack of transportation, or 
social isolation or mental health 
support. Our continued growth 
makes it possible to meet the in-
crease in demand for a variety of 
services and ensure we are able 
to support senior adults.”

JFS received a Mecklenburg 
County grant that provides fund-
ing to support all individuals 
ages 60+ in our community. Ser-
vices include connecting seniors 
to resources that can help with 
individualized life care planning, 

food pantry referrals, housing 
and living arrangement transi-
tions, transportation information, 
resources for social connections, 
senior health-care resources, and 
additional referrals. 

JFS has been able to expand 
the holiday gift bag delivery pro-
gram thanks to a grant from the 
Carolina Foundation for Jewish 
Seniors (CFJS). This grant pro-
vides funding to deliver birthday 
bags to seniors, many of whom 
are isolated. The bags contain 
several items, including a sweet 
treat, a pair of LED tea lights, a 
large print puzzle book, a water 
bottle, and a reusable cloth tote. 
Volunteers began delivering bags 
in August and will continue de-
livering each month.

Community partnerships 
have also contributed to the ex-
pansion of JFS programming. 
A new, monthly, hybrid in-per-
son and virtual program is the 
product of a partnership with 
the Levine Jewish Community 
Center (LJCC) Oasis program. 
Each month will feature a dif-
ferent topic, with the goal of en-
riching and engaging our senior 
community. In addition, JFS has 
partnered with the Levine Jewish 

Community Center to off er a Par-
kinson’s caregiver support group 
funded by CFJS. This new group, 
facilitated by JFS staff , will off er 
support and connection and is a 
valuable addition to the support 
groups currently in place.    

These new grants enhance the 
continued support JFS receives 
from the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte and the phil-
anthropic community to build 
on our established continuum 
of programs and services for se-
niors that include:

Friendly outreach: JFS staff  
and trained volunteers provide 
friendly visits to seniors that of-
fer regular social interaction and 
can reduce feelings of isolation.

Case management: Also sup-
ported by a grant from CJFS, JFS 
assists in planning and coordinat-
ing care for older adults. Our staff  
helps develop an individualized 
plan to connect seniors to ser-
vices such as meals, transporta-
tion, housing, fi nancial support, 
health options, and social activi-
ties. With an emphasis on main-
taining dignity, the JFS Food 
Pantry provides food. During 
holidays, like Rosh Hashanah 
and Passover, JFS delivers bags 

with holiday treats to those who 
might otherwise go without en-
joying a bit of tradition.

Counseling: The aging pro-
cess presents various issues and 
challenges. Our counselors are 
experienced with these chal-
lenges and can help with life’s 
transitions, grief and loss, stress, 
depression and anxiety, family 
relationships, and other life de-
cisions. JFS therapists can help 
maintain and/or improve emo-
tional quality of life. 

Holocaust survivor services: 
The senior engagement staff  has 
the knowledge, expertise, and 
sensitivity to enhance quality of 
life and address the unique needs 
and interests of survivors and 
their family members. Regularly 
scheduled programs are designed 
to connect, engage, and support 
the survivor community.

Caregiver education and sup-
port: JFS recognizes the unique 
needs of caregivers and off ers a 
variety of support to those who 
often must show up for duty 24/7 
when caring for a loved one. JFS 
staff  is knowledgeable about the 
challenges of caregiving and the 
community resources that are 
available for caregivers and their 

loved ones.   
Programs and celebrations: 

JFS provides relevant and mean-
ingful educational programs and 
coordinates Jewish holiday and 
cultural celebrations throughout 
the community. These experi-
ences touch the lives of seniors 
living on their own or in a resi-
dential community, often becom-
ing the one connection our Jew-
ish seniors have to their culture, 
heritage, and traditions. 

JFS is dedicated to ensuring 
that older adults feel supported, 
engaged, and connected and can 
live as independently as possi-
ble for as long as possible. JFS’s 
team is sensitive and responsive 
to the special needs of all seniors 
regardless of faith, race, national-
ity, gender, or sexual orientation. 
If you know a senior who could 
benefi t from support, please con-
tact JFS at info@jfscharlotte.org 
or (704) 364-6594.

Jewish Family Services Expands Outreach to the 
Senior Community
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Take a Stand Against Domestic Violence

By Rachel Green, JFS Director 
of Programs and Services

October brings a change in 
seasons and the beginning of a 
new Jewish year. And while for 
many this is a time of renewed 
opportunities to look to the fu-
ture, this is not the case for ev-
eryone. Victims experiencing 
domestic abuse often can’t see 
past getting through each day. 
October is national Domestic 
Violence Awareness month, and 
this year’s campaign asks you 
to “Take a Stand” for zero tol-
erance for domestic violence in 
our community. 

In the Jewish community, 
when we think of “domestic vi-
olence,” the term may conjure an 
image far from our reality or a 
problem that happens to others 
outside our daily lives. Accord-
ing to Jewish Women’s Interna-
tional, “…for so long the idea 
of domestic abuse in a Jewish 
home was unimaginable. There 
was the myth of the perfect Jew-
ish home. Shalom Bayit — the 
ideal home — is a very import-
ant Jewish value, a harmonious 

home where all are nurtured and 
respected. But Jews are people, 
and ideals are not reality.” 

Domestic violence occurs in 
every community, regardless 
of race, class, gender, culture, 
sexual orientation, economic 
status, or level of education. Ac-
cording to the Jewish Domestic 
Violence Coalition of (JDVC) 
Greater Boston, domestic abuse 
occurs in Jewish families, in all 
streams of Judaism, at about the 
same rate as it does in families of 
other religions — between 15% 
and 25%. 

In addition, according to 
studies, Jewish women stay lon-
ger in abusive relationships than 
non-Jewish women do — seven 
to 15 years versus three to five 
years. (JDVC) This means Jew-
ish women and their families 
may be at even higher risk for 
the damaging consequences of 
abuse. 

The “Take a Stand” campaign 
aims to raise awareness and un-
derstanding that domestic vio-
lence is not only the problem for 
the few experiencing this in their 

own families but also is an issue 
that each of us can take action 
to address. 

How can you take a stand in 
our community? Jewish Family 
Services (JFS) has created some 
simple ways to participate in the 
“Take a Stand” campaign during 
the month of October. 

Get Informed: Visit the Do-
mestic Violence Month page at 
www.jfscharlotte.org. JFS has 
posted helpful videos created 
by our program staff with infor-
mation about domestic violence 
prevention so you can better un-
derstand the problem and how to 
take a stand. You can also check 
out links to the websites for Na-
tional Coalition Against Domes-
tic Violence website (NCADV.
org) and Jewish Women Interna-
tional (JWI.org) to learn more. 
You can find links to fact sheets 
about specific types of abuse and 
vulnerable populations such as 
teens, seniors, and the LGBTQ 
community. 

Join JFS in taking a stand 
against domestic violence: Vis-
it the “JFS Take a Stand Table” 

during the month of October, lo-
cated in the Levine Jewish Com-
munity Center lobby, where you 
can add your name (or stay anon-
ymous) and your commitment to 
taking a stand with others in the 
community. 

Spread the word: by using 
the #takeastand and posting 
about what you have learned on 
social media, you will be help-
ing get out the message that do-
mestic violence has no place in 
our community. You can also 
find sample social media quotes 
and sharable graphics on the 
Domestic Violence Month page 
at www.jfscharlotte.org.  

We know that domestic vio-
lence happens in our commu-
nity. It occurs in every type 
of Jewish home, regardless of 
denomination or affiliation, and 
it has serious impact on every 
member of the family, whether 
they are physically hurt or wit-
ness the abuse. It is essential 
that we send a message that do-
mestic violence is not OK, that 
it is safe for survivors to speak 
up and speak out, and that as 

a community we are willing to 
listen and provide support. 

According to NCADV, sur-
vivors and family members are 
more likely to disclose abuse to 
someone in their faith commu-
nity than they are to seek help 
from the police. So as a Jewish 
community, it is more import-
ant than ever that we #takea-
stand for each and every one 
of them. Join JFS in the month 
of October to “Take a Stand” 
against domestic violence.

If you are a victim of do-
mestic violence and need as-
sistance, contact JFS at (704) 
364-6594 or call the Safe Al-
liance Crisis Hotline at 1-800-
799-SAFE (7233).

Get well soon to Jill Newman
Michael and Judie Van Glish
Happy anniversary to Michael and Ashley 
Goldberg
Alan and Ruth Goldberg
Happy birthday to Barbara Langbert
Roslyn Husney
Happy birthday to Robert Stoll
Rebecca Usadi
In appreciation of Lynn and Paul Edelstein
Austin and Roberta Rodgers

In memory of Martin Bernstein
Daniel and Nancy Coblenz
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Stanley Greenspon
Gary Silverstein
Eric and Lori Sklut
In memory of Andrea Wiener
Matthew Luftglass and Meg Goldstein

JFS Tributes August 2021

JFS Volunteers & Donors August 2021

On average, nearly 20 people per minute are phys-
ically abused by an intimate partner in the United 
States. During one year, this equates to more than 10 
million women and men.

One in four women and one in nine men experi-
ence severe intimate partner physical violence, inti-
mate partner contact sexual violence, and/or intimate 
partner stalking with impacts such as injury, fear-
fulness, post-traumatic stress disorder, use of victim 
services, contraction of sexually transmitted diseases, 
etc.

One in three women and one in four men have 
experienced some form of physical violence by an 
intimate partner. This includes a range of behaviors 
(e.g., slapping, shoving, pushing) and in some cases 
might not be considered “domestic violence.” 

One in seven women and one in 25 men have been 
injured by an intimate partner.

On a typical day, there are more than 20,000 phone 
calls placed to domestic violence hotlines nation-
wide.

The presence of a gun in a domestic violence situa-
tion increases the risk of homicide by 500%.

Domestic victimization is correlated with a higher 
rate of depression and suicidal behavior.

19% of domestic violence involves a weapon.

(Statistics from National Coalition Against Domestic Violence)

Domestic Violence Statistics

Volunteers:  Marcia Arnholt, Mike Arnholt, Suzy Catennazo, Dan Coblenz, Jonathan 
Collman, Andrea Cronson, Julie Dermack, Sheryl Effren, Terri Fishman,  Rachel 
Friedman, Meredith Gartner, Marty Goldfarb,  Jennifer Golynsky, Gail Halverson, 
Rebecca Hockfield, Bob Jacobson, Etti Krause, Elliot and Stephanie Krietman, Marcia 
Lampert, Linda Leviel, Adam Levy, Matt Luftglass, Gene Marx, Frada Mozenter,, Lisa 
O’Brien, Barbara Rein, Nina Rose, Lynne Sheffer, Janice Shubin, Louis Sinkoe, Lorin, 
David and Alex Stiefel, Ken Stern, Steve Teich ,Gail Vogel, Susan Webber, Nancy 
Wielunski, Jan Weiner, Amanda Zaidman

Hadassah Meal Preppies: Sharon Cavanaugh, Sara Friedman, June Hirschmann, Yvette 
Jacobson, Judy Kaufman, Penny Krieger, Andy McCleary, Helene Schillian, Roz Snyder,  
Marcia Stern, Elissa Vining, Scott Vining, Robin Zimmerman

Shalom Green: Thank you those who made homemade fig spread for our clients and 
harvested fresh produce!

Food Pantry Donations: To our generous community: thank you for continuing to 
donate to the food pantry. We could not run the pantry without your incredible donations.

The National 
Domestic Violence Hotline 

1-800-799-7233 (SAFE)



Across
1. What some call Navi
5. LGA letters
8. Dr. Henry Jones Jr. 
might search for one
13. “Dodi” preceder
14. Debits’ counterparts: 
Abbr.
15. Shulchan ___
16. “B’yad ___uv’zroa 
netuya...”
18. “Know” Hebrew?
19. No Clue
20. Bronco-riding events
22. ___-Boy (furniture)
23. Theater co. whose stock 
has been a major story
25. Mess up
26. Writer Victor
27. Afternoon gathering, 
for some Jews
30. Astuteness
32. Pair on a slope
33. Like a hitter you want 
up down one run in the 
ninth
36. Metaphor for a no-hit-
ter, e.g.
37. Big kashrut no-no
38. Number cruncher, 
briefl y
41. State capital on the 
Colorado River
42. Iconic literary captain 
or Israelite king
43. Arrives a la the Iceman
46. Use a Hula-Hoop
48. Painter’s picks

49. Letters in an APB
52. Big name in cheese 
balls
53. An ocean: Abbr.
54. “Come for ___” (what 
a guest does)
56. No Clue
58. Word between “eretz” 
and “chalav”
60. What yeshiva students 
do when going over previ-
ously learned material
63. Like many athletes in 
Tokyo right now
64. Novelist Follett or 
Kesey
65. 1984-2008 Olympic 
legend Torres
66. Lake Victoria country
67. Python’s warning
68. Ding-a-ling

Down
1. No Clue
2. Post-workout feeling
3. Some shul VIPs
4. ___-mat (dangerous 
cargo)
5. Clothing designer Marc
6. Kind of deadline in 
sports
7. Portion of Israel, once
8. Some catch them on a 
nice summer day
9. “Din” or “ranch” ending
10. Robert who wrote 
about Jason Bourne
11. 2002 animated fi lm 
with four sequels
12. Shabbat before Tisha 
B’Av
17. Part of the foot
21. Sermonizing
24. Hosts, in brief

26. “Say what?”
27. Notable arena that’s 
gone decades without a 
championship team, for 
short
28. First name in jelly 
beans
29. “Now!”, to Naftali
31. “Down on the Corner” 
band, for short
34. Rowing muscle, for 
short
35. Israeli weapon
37. Ripped
38. Yiddish “junk”
39. One way to stand
40. Big name in America 
and Western religion, for 
short
41. ‘50s Dem. candidate
42. Garfunkel, for one
43. Word repeated when 
reading the end of a sefer 
in synagogue
44. Cause of a fl ashing 
alarm clock, perhaps
45. Ingram or Gordon of 
the NFL
47. Nincompoop
50. Plays soccer
51. Remnants of a bonfi re
54. “I ___ lot and boy am I 
full!”
55. Holm and McKellen
57. Fruit-fi lled confection
59. Raisman who was the 
captain of two Olympic 
teams
61. Bring on
62. No Clue
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

Crossword Sponsored by Phil’s Deli
Phil’s Deli

4223 Providence Road, in the Strawberry Hill Shopping Center
Open for Dine In and Take Out (704) 366-8811

(Solutions to puzzles  page 14)

Yours Truly 
Needlepoint and Knitting

Join Us - Knit,Crochet,Needlepoint
* Handpainted needlepoint 
canvases

* Huge selection of yarns

* Expert finishing
* Complimentary lessons
* Unique gift ideas

THANKS TO THE AMAZING WORK OF VOLUNTEERS
12,000 blankets have been donated to the Levine Children’s Hospital

10,000 chemo hats have been donated to facilities for cancer 
patients around Charlotte

All proceeds go to local charities 704-366-6765

Wednesdays 8-11 AM at the Levine Jewish Community Center 
Thursdays 9 AM - 5 PM at the home of Lynn Edelstein 3802 Columbine Cir.



$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

704­541­5099
fax: 704­541­5989

Only 1 coupon per transaction. 
Expires 10/31/2021

704-541-5099

Take Out or Delivery 
with Doordash

$2 OFF
Any Purchase

 of $10 or more
with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

fax: (704) 541-5989
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By Noah Goldman, Coordinator 
of Jewish Life at Queens Univer-
sity of Charlotte

Death is a natural part of life, 
said Yoda, the M aster Jedi. It is 
a tragic reality of life that, when 
thought about, should have us 
pause to reflect. We are only 
here for so long, and while we all 
hope for 120 years, even such a 
lifespan as that is not so long. As 
of this publication, we are near-
ing the end of Deuteronomy and 
of Moses’s life. No matter how 
great or fl awed a person is, death 
will always serve as an ultimate, 
saddening equalizer. 

Here in Charlotte, we are 
incredibly fortunate to have a 
beautiful and professionally 
maintained cemetery for the 
Jewish community. In May of 
2018, I went to Poland with the 
Stan Greenspon Holocaust and 
Social Justice Education Center. 
We visited cemeteries in War-
saw, in Krakow, and in former 
shtetls across the country. We 
spent three days working in and 
cleaning the Jewish cemetery in 
Brzesko. We cleaned headstones, 
moved branches, and with frus-
tration cleaned out trash dumped 
on the grounds. I will never for-
get uncovering an old tombstone 
that had probably been hidden 
from the sun for years. Most 
of these cemeteries are barely 
maintained and usually just by 
volunteers. They are also the fre-
quent sites of vandalism. 

In the time since my return 
from Poland, I have gained a 
deepened appreciation for the 
Hebrew Cemetery we have 
here in Charlotte. It is a beau-
tiful facility and a crucial com-
ponent of the Charlotte Jewish 
community. It establishes our 
connection to our Jewish heri-

tage and to Charlotte. Over the 
past few years, I have come to 
see the importance of both the 
Hebrew Cemetery and Judaism’s 
approach to mourning those who 
have passed. 

My involvement in funerals 
over the past few years has al-
lowed me to see fi rsthand how 
the Jewish approach to death has 
helped people in mourning. We 
have a system that acknowledges 
the raw emotions of the moment 
and encourages us to go through 
them rather than battle them. Our 
system of mourning encourages 
us to allow the authentic expres-
sion of the pain we feel from our 
loss. 

My involvement with the He-
brew Cemetery and other Jew-
ish burial processes has instilled 
in me a deeper gratitude for the 
beauty and sanctity of life. Not 
only are we reminded that our 
time here is limited, but also that 
we should hold what is dear to us 
close to our hearts. Because of 
my involvement with the ceme-
tery, I have a greater appreciation 
for all the people in my life. It 
truly is a blessing to have peo-
ple around you — to be part of 
a community and to support and 
uplift each other. 

The Hebrew Cemetery is an 
institution that enables these 
meaningful encounters. Certain-
ly it is a place where people say 
their farewells to a departed soul, 
but it is also a place where you 
can refl ect and simply visit. The 
Hebrew Cemetery is not just for 
burying the dead; its ultimate 
purpose is the affi  rmation of the 
dignity of life. Every funeral is 
approached with the highest lev-
el of dignity and respect. 

But it is not just the funerals 
that are respected; it is the well-

kept maintenance of the ceme-
tery as well. When you visit the 
Hebrew Cemetery, you will see 
the beautiful greenery across the 
property. You will see that all 
gravesites are regularly cleaned 
and well-kept. This type of envi-
ronment was not one I saw in the 
old Jewish cemeteries in Poland. 

At the Hebrew Cemetery, you 
are encouraged to visit those who 
have departed in an environment 
that supports refl ection. Even if 
you don’t know anyone buried 
there, I encourage you to visit. 
The cemetery will teach you 
much about Charlotte’s Jewish 
history and how it connects with 
our present and future. 

We are incredibly fortunate 
to have the Charlotte Hebrew 
Cemetery, people who take care 
of it, and community members 
who care about it. That is why I 
encourage everyone in the Char-
lotte Jewish community to be-
come a member of the Charlotte 
Hebrew Cemetery. The cemetery 
is a part of the community you 
are in, and it is an institution we 
should all support. 

Th e Charlotte Hebrew 
Cemetery: A Spiritual 
Sanctuary

For more information, 
please contact: 

Director, Sandra Goldman 
director@hebrewcemetery.org

704-576-1859

Make preplanning your 
final act of love and kindness.

• Peace of mind    • Locked in cost
• Funeral planning your way

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED ­ BONDED ­ INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Layouts for slabs ­ Rough­in and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

704­517­4918

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 443­299­8946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         



By Summer Minchew
According to the latest Inter-

governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report, released 
in August 2021, climate change is 
intensifying. UN Secretary-Gen-
eral António Guterres said the 
Working Group’s report was 
nothing less than “…a code red 
for humanity. The alarm bells are 
deafening, and the evidence is ir-
refutable.” The report, prepared 
by 234 scientists from 66 coun-
tries, underscores the urgency of 
strong, sustained cuts in green-
house gas emissions necessary 
to preserve a livable climate.

Code red for humanity. During 
a pandemic that is still raging 
globally. It is a lot to process. 
And it is easy to think, “I am 
only one person; what difference 
can I make?” Without a doubt, 
immediate and comprehensive 
action needs to be taken by gov-
ernments and businesses. But the 
transition to a low-carbon world 
also requires citizen participation. 
Did you know that around two-
thirds of global greenhouse gas 
emissions are linked to private 
households? From the electricity 
we use, to the food we eat, and 
the way we travel, individuals can 
make a difference. 

Jewish tradition teaches us to 
care for our planet, to act as part-
ners in preserving creation. Be-
cause our sacred texts teach that 
humankind has an obligation to 
improve the world for future gen-
erations, we need to take our own 
swift and wide-ranging action to 
live within the environmental 
limits of the earth so we do not 
compromise the lives and liveli-
hoods of those who come after us. 

We all need to start taking 

climate change more personal-
ly. Whatever your motivations 
—  your faith; the future your 
children and grandchildren will 
inherit; enjoyment of nature, an-
imals, and time spent outdoors; 
concern for the long-term health 
of the global economy — there 
is something  you can do to limit 
global warming and take care of 
our planet. 

Challenge yourself to be more 
climate conscious:

Be a smart consumer. We all 
need stuff, but we really need to 
rethink our consumer habits to 
protect our climate. Buy fewer 
things, shop second-hand, repair 
what you can, and recycle or do-
nate what you can’t. Everything 
we buy affects the planet, and you 
have the power to choose which 
goods and services you support. 
Look for sustainable packaging, 
look for environmentally con-
scious brands, and buy local. 

Eat less meat. Reducing meat 
consumption and emphasizing di-
verse plant-based ingredients is 
better for your health and better 
for the planet. Animal agricul-
ture, especially cattle production, 
is among the largest sources of 
greenhouse gas emissions. If you 
have already reduced meat, why 
not try a vegetarian or vegan diet? 
Try it for a month and see what 
works best for you.

Be energy aware. Use less en-
ergy by lowering your heating 
and cooling, switching to LED 
light bulbs and energy-efficient 
electric appliances, and washing 
your laundry with cold water. If 
you plan to buy a car, consid-
er going electric. Change your 
home’s energy source; see if you 
can switch to renewable sourc-
es such as wind or solar. Duke 
Energy customers can check out 
Duke Energy’s Renewable Ad-
vantage program: https://www.
duke-energy.com/home/products/
renewable-advantage. Through 
this program, you can support 
renewable energy in blocks of 
250 kWh (kilowatt hours). Each 
block you support will add $3 to 
your monthly bill, and for each 
block of renewable energy you 
support, 50 cents will be donated 
to support solar installation and 
education at NC K-12 schools 
through NC GreenPower.

Speak up! Appeal to local and 
global leaders — urge your city, 
region, and community to take 
actionable steps to curb climate 
change. Ask tough questions and 
encourage businesses and lead-
ers to take urgent action toward 
net-zero emissions.

Get social. Want to join others 
on your sustainability journey 
or need more accountability? 
There’s an app for that. Check 
out ecountabl, Love Food Hate 
Waste, Sustainability Aware, 
HowGood, Refresh Go Green, 
and UN ActNow in your app 
store. 

The will of the people will 
determine our ability to rapidly 
transition to a climate-resilient 
future. It is not in the hands of 
one individual but in the hands 
of us all. Through our choices, 
we can be part of the solution and 
influence change. I am reminded 
of a quote by Anne Frank, “How 
wonderful it is that no one need 
wait a single moment to start to 
improve the world.” 

Jewish tradition teaches the 
importance of caring for the en-
vironment. If you are interested in 
supporting Shalom Green or have 
ideas for educational program-
ming, please contact us at info@
shalomgreenCLT.org. Like us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram @ShalomGreen_
CLT, and visit our website at 
www.shalomgreenCLT.org.
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Bal Tashchit and Beyond: 
Taking Climate Action 
Personally
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SHALOM GREEN

Jewish Values, Sustainable Living

Shalom Park Environmental Initiative

S h a l o m  P a r k   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I n i t i a t i v e
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The Jewish Learning Institute 
(JLI) of Charlotte will offer a 
new four-session course starting 
Tuesday November 2, titled Out-
smarting Antisemitism.

Using history, Talmudic 
sources, Jewish mysticism, and 
contemporary expert analysis, 
the course addresses some of 
the troublesome questions we 
grapple with as individuals and 
as a community. Why does an-
tisemitism persist? How can we 
make hate go away? How can we 
counter Israel-focused antisemi-
tism and prevent our own youth 
from unwittingly lending their 
voices to antisemitic agendas? 

“Many Jews are anxious 
about rising antisemitism today 
and worry about how to respond 
to it,” says Rabbi Yossi Groner 
of Chabad of Charlotte. “By 
exploring the mechanics of an-
tisemitism and probing histor-
ical strategies for reducing it, 
this course off ers a framework 
for confronting it head-on with 
purpose, positivity, and pride.” 

Informative, interesting, and 
empowering, Outsmarting An-
tisemitism is well-suited for com-
munity leaders and laypersons 
alike. “All those who care about 
religious freedom, both Jews 
and others, confront a disturbing 
increase in antisemitism world-
wide,” said Cary Nelson, past 
president of the American Asso-
ciation of University Professors. 
“It is no longer enough just to be 
opposed to antisemitism. We all 
have to be knowledgeable about 
its history and current manifes-
tations if we are to be equipped 
to combat its spread. That is why 
this course matters.”

“What distinguishes the 
present moment is the rise of 
antisemitism simultaneously 
on all fronts,” said Natan Sha-
ransky, former refusenik and 
chairman at the Institute for the 
Study of Global Antisemitism 
and Policy. “To succeed in the 
struggle against these dangerous 
phenomena, we have to confront 
antisemitism on all fronts simul-
taneously. Therefore, this course 
from the Rohr Jewish Learning 
Institute is very important.”

The four-week course begins 
Tuesday, November 2, 7:30 
p.m. for the evening class and 
Wednesday, November 3, 11 
a.m. for the morning sessions.
Like all JLI programs, it is de-
signed to appeal to people at all 
levels of knowledge, including 
those without any prior experi-
ence or background in Jewish 
learning. All JLI courses are 
open to the public, and attend-
ees need not be affi  liated with a 
particular synagogue, temple, or 

other house of worship.
The course will be off ered in 

person, at the Epstein Family 
Chabad Center on Sardis Road, 
as well as over Zoom. Sign-in in-
formation will be provided upon 
enrollment. All students will re-
ceive their own textbooks. Reg-
istration fee for the course is $99 
per person or $180 per couple.

This special course on an-
tisemitism is cosponsored by 
the Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte, which will help us 
provide scholarship registrations 
as well.

Interested students may call 
our offi  ce at (704) 366-3984 or 
visit www.myJLI.com for regis-
tration and for other course-re-
lated information.

Rationale of this new course:
To rise above the hate

We cannot let antisemitism 
defi ne our Judaism, but we can-
not ignore it either. As direct 
memory of the Holocaust fades, 
Jews around the world are won-
dering whether the patterns of 
past centuries are returning, in 
both the Old and New Worlds, 
where Jews experience more 
hate crimes than any other reli-
gious group. Are Jewish people 
doomed to be stuck in this cycle 
forever? Is there a way to escape 
this history of hate?

Outsmarting Antisemitism 
takes on this dark subject square-
ly, with a sense of unabashed 
optimism, profound faith, and a 
distinctly Jewish approach.

Through illuminating source 
texts and captivating case stud-

ies, this course considers the 
sources of this ancient scourge, 
along with the appropriate strat-
egies for overcoming it. It’s time 
to find the confidence to fight 
hate with hope and to stand tall 
against antisemitism with pos-
itivity, purpose, and plenty of 
Jewish pride!

Lesson One: The Eternal 
People 

By taking another look at the 
statistics, studying our people’s 
remarkable perseverance, and 
exploring the concept of Provi-
dence, we can fi nd eternal cause 
for confidence and optimism 
while we implement plans to 
secure ourselves and our com-
munities.

Lesson Two: No Apologies
We look at some of the ex-

planations for antisemitism that 
have been off ered throughout the 

ages to emerge with an import-
ant understanding: the problem 
with hating Jews lies not with the 
Jews but with the haters. Inter-
nalizing this hate is not a healthy 
response.

Lesson Three: The Prom-
ised Land

Today, hatred of Jews com-
monly manifests itself as antag-
onism toward the Jewish state. 
This class distinguishes all-out 
antisemitism from some more 
nuanced sub-strains. It also ex-
amines the state of Israel educa-

tion and the very nature of Jew-
ish nationhood.

Lesson Four: Change of 
Heart

Psychology, neuroscience, 
and recent history show us that 
neither friend nor foe should ever 
be taken for granted. With a bit 
of subtlety and conviction, and 
always with trust in G-d, we fi nd 
that the dark days of the past are 
no cause for pessimism ahead.
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Jewish Learning Institute to Explore 
Antisemitism
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Temple Beth El Is Organizing for Justice, One 
Story at a Time
By Nicole Sidman and Rabbi 
Dusty Klass 

We thought this would be a 
post-pandemic fall, and so we 
sought to learn what the pandem-
ic had taught us, not realizing 
that its lessons were still unfold-
ing. Yet here we find ourselves, 
heading toward 2022, still in the 
midst of a pandemic, wondering 
what we learned in 2021.  

Nevertheless, we are filled 
with hope because we have heard 
Temple Beth El (TBE) congre-
gants’ stories, which are full of 
beauty, strength, and persever-
ance. Mixed in with all the pain 
and loss, there is so much love 
and community, and we know 
this because we took the time, 
as a community, to listen.

It was an audacious plan 
conceived during what we then 
hoped was the beginning of 
the end of the pandemic. With 
the support of a grant from the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte, Temple Beth El was 
able to hire our first profession-
al dedicated to organizing and 

social justice, Nicole Sidman. 
In March of 2021, we (Nicole, 
Rabbi Klass, and a dedicated 
core team of congregants) began 
organizing a listening campaign 
to hear what our congregants 
had endured and what they had 
learned. Calling it “From Social 
Distance to Social Justice,” we 
sought to give people a place to 
connect and reflect after so much 
isolation and national upheaval. 
We wanted to understand not 
only their pandemic experience 
but also how our community’s 
perspective of social justice had 
changed in the wake of the pan-
demic. 

The team’s first success was 
in gathering almost 150 congre-
gants over Zoom to reconnect, 
inspire each other, and share the 
following goals as we launched 
our listening campaign:
•	 Bring congregants together to 
share stories and begin to process 
their pandemic experience
•	 Create a comprehensive and 
diverse campaign that is repre-
sentative of all TBE members

•	 Gather lessons that inspire us 
to build a better community
•	 Identify issues that matter to 
the greater congregation and de-
velop a shared vision for how to 
address them in our larger Char-
lotte community.

Over the course of the next 
two months, our congregants 
gathered and shared. In the 
more than 20 house meetings, 
some held in person and some 
over Zoom, we heard stories of 
fear and loneliness, of family and 
neighbors, and of inequity and 
increased awareness. Our com-
munity members, time and again, 
described the ways in which the 
pandemic opened their eyes to 
the realities of racial injustice 
and income inequality. Congre-
gant after congregant reflected 
on our education system and 
the varied, and often unequal, 
educational experiences of chil-
dren, particularly children of col-
or. And the pandemic laid bare 
who had support and who didn’t 
— financially, emotionally, and 
socially. People were tired of 

feeling outraged and helpless. It 
was time to come together to act.

Members of our team read the 
notes from every one of those 
meetings. We analyzed the data, 
and we heard the concerns.  Us-
ing that input and information 
from our congregants, we un-
covered themes that informed 
our decision to form three task 
forces:
•	 Income Inequality
•	 Access to Health Care and 
Mental Health 
•	 Education and the Technical 
Divide.

In mid-August, more than 50 
congregants committed to join-
ing one of these three teams to 
begin the work of discerning 
which slice of each of these three 
immense problems we might 
tackle as a community. We seek 
to do this work in partnership 
with other houses of faith and 
community organizations, rec-
ognizing that those already deep 
into the work are the leaders in 
this movement and that we are 
all stronger together.  

Our work has just begun, and 
our goals are bold. At the time 
of submission of this article, we 
have only begun the research 
process for each of the above 
topics and have not yet homed in 
on the actions we might choose 
to take as a temple. By the time 
you read these words, we may 
well be close to announcing 
those actions — stay tuned! 

In time, through partnerships 
and friendships, Temple Beth El 
aims to be part of a large coali-
tion that can stand together when 
needed, advocating for those 
who are often left behind, and 
standing beside our community 
as we fight for a more equitable 
city. Yet at its core, it all comes 
back to connection, sharing, and 
coming together. It all comes 
back to those simple meetings 
— sometimes over Zoom, some-
times over coffee — always with 
the intent of listening, telling sto-
ries, and building bridges.

Religious Life



The Charlott e Jewish News - October 2021 - Page 17

T E M P L E  B E T H  E L  F U N D R A I S E R  H O N O R I N G  L A R R Y  F A R B E R

W W W . T E M P L E B E T H E L . O R G / F U N D R A I S E R

LAUGHTERLAUGHTER
CHAI ONCHAI ON

AND ALL THAT JAZZ!AND ALL THAT JAZZ!

T E M P L E  B E T H  E L  F U N D R A I S E R  H O N O R I N G  L A R R Y  F A R B E R
�ckets on Sale Now

W W W . T E M P L E B E T H E L . O R G / F U N D R A I S E R

Sandra Levine Theatre • 6:00pm

WITH COMEDIAN

Saturday, 
November 6

LOUIE ANDERSONLOUIE ANDERSON

JAZZ PERFORMED BY
NOEL FREIDLINE & MARIA HOWELL

Heavy Hors d’Oeurves, Open Bar, Auction, & Great Laughs
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Our House. Your Home.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE EVENTS, 
VISIT OUR “UPCOMING PROGRAMS” PAGE AT TEMPLEISRAELNC.ORG

templeisraelnc.org

Your Home.

CALL NOW FOR A PRIVATE, SOCIALLY DISTANCED TOUR

Temple Israel Celebrates 
the Installation of 
Rabbi Michael Wolk

October 1-2, 2021

א לְכׇל־הָעמִַּֽים׃ ה יקִָּרֵ֖ י בֵּית־תְּפִלָּ֥ י בֵיתִ֔ א לְכׇל־הָעמִַּֽים׃כִּ֣ ה יקִָּרֵ֖ י בֵּית־תְּפִלָּ֥ י בֵיתִ֔ כִּ֣
“MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED  “MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED 

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL.” A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL.” 
– ISAIAH 56:7– ISAIAH 56:7

Details are available on the Temple Israel website.Details are available on the Temple Israel website.

www.TempleIsraelnc.org
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By Marissa Brooks
Four years ago, I could never 

have imagined I would check 
“singing in a band” off my bucket 
list. In 2017, I sustained a vocal 
cord hemorrhage because, of all 
things, trying to hold in a sneeze. 
As part of my treatment, I was 
put on vocal silence. My doctor 
cautioned me against making any 
sounds with my voice at all so 
that my vocal cords could have 
a chance to heal. This meant 
no talking, no laughing, and no 
singing. It was devastating and 
scary, especially the no singing 
because this is something that 
gave me great pleasure and that 
I did all the time.

I love talking and connect-
ing with people and immensely 
feared permanently losing my 
voice. Because of this I com-
plied 100% with the speech 
therapist’s orders to stop work-
ing, start using a white board, 
and begin using a computer text 
to speech generator. (I had a lot 
of fun playing around with my 
“accents” on this app.)

After about a month, my doc-
tor gave me permission to speak. 
I was excited to use my voice 
again. However, periodically it 
would become hoarse. I worried 
this was signaling a relapse, so I 

spoke sparingly. I didn’t sing for 
a long time, and even when I did, 
it was intermittent. 

In 2019 I attended The High 
Holy Days Experience at The 
Fillmore for Rosh Hashanah. 
The service was joyous, uplift-
ing, and meaningful. I loved 
it! It reminded me of camp and 
the Jewish songs of my youth. 
Growing up in San Diego, my fa-
vorite connections with Judaism 
revolved around the music. For 
me, services lead by guitar-play-
ing song leaders were the best 
part of being at Hebrew camp. 
The music was moving and filled 
with promise.

A few months ago, Peter 
Levinson, co-founder and lead 
guitarist of The Ruach, contacted 
me to say that the band was look-
ing for singers to join it for The 
High Holy Days Experience this 
year. He asked if I’d be interest-
ed. Without hesitation I jumped 
at the chance even though I won-
dered if I could hold my own 
vocally.  (There is nothing like 
knowing your debut with a band 
will be during the Days of Awe!) 

At our first rehearsal, I wasn’t 
sure what to expect and was a 
little nervous. It turned out that 
my fear was totally unfounded. 
Everyone in the group warm-

ly welcomed me and the other 
two new members of the band, 
Stephanie DiPaolo and Emily 
Chatham. Even before I sang a 
note, I felt embraced by and con-
nected to everyone there.

The skill set of the band mem-
bers is impressive. Everyone 
plays and harmonizes so beau-
tifully. Several band members 
play and sing professionally. 
All are so generous with their 
support of each other. It is easy 
to see why the band has stayed 
together for more than 13 years.

During each of our practices, 
a sense of camaraderie filled the 
room. Being a part of creating 
music for something as powerful 
as The High Holy Days Experi-
ence has been more than just a 
check off my bucket list. I agree 
with Stephanie DiPaolo’s senti-
ments, “The High Holidays are 
important to me, and being im-
mersed in them this way brings 
a new level of meaning.” Being 
a part of The Ruach has moved 
me spiritually, and I look forward 
to joining The Ruach for many 
more Experiences.

The Ruach is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to spread the joy of 
Judaism through modern wor-
ship experiences that are filled 

with new uplifting, spiritual and 
joyous meaningful music. Ex-
periences are supported solely 
through voluntary contributions 
together with a small grant from 
The Jewish Federation of Great-
er Charlotte.

Follow The Ruach on Face-
book (www.facebook.com/theru-
achband), Instagram (www.
instagram.com/the.ruach.new.

jewish.music) and Twitter (www.
twitter.com @TheRuachSpirit). 
Watch virtually any time on You-
Tube (www.youtube.com/hband).

The Ruach Expands

Kneeling left to right: Marissa Brooks (vocals), Eric Marder (vocals and 
rhythm guitar), Standing left to right: Dan Ruda (bass and vocals), Stephanie 
DiPaolo (vocals), Jill Levinson (vocals), Peter Levinson (lead guitar), Emily Cha-
tham (violin and vocals), Nancy Good (lead vocals), Howard Swartz (congas), 
Tommy Willhelm (drums) 

DON’T JUST LIVE HERE . . .

LOVE IT HERE.

Residents of The Barclay love the living choices, abundant resort-like 
amenities and nearly endless social engagements available to them. Here, residents and their families will 
love the emphasis on nutritious dining options, whole-person wellness and the peace of mind that comes 
from having continuing care in place should they need it.

Call 980.224.8540 to schedule a private visit and don’t just live here...LOVE IT HERE.
4801 Barclay Downs Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210    BarclayAtSouthPark.com

A Life Plan Community off ered by Liberty Senior Living © 2021 The Barclay at SouthPark

NOW OPEN
Select Your Home Today!

121075 barclay at southpark love it here dining ad-cjn.indd   1121075 barclay at southpark love it here dining ad-cjn.indd   1 6/9/21   5:11 PM6/9/21   5:11 PM
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By Shelley Pawlyk
Temple Solel joins our hearts 

with our sister synagogue, Ke-
hilat Birkat Shalom in Gezer, 
Israel, in hoping you had a very 
pleasant Shana Tova — the 
start of a year filled with health, 
peace, happiness, and prosperity. 
May we recognize the spark of 

the divine in each other and our-
selves, and may we all be written 
and sealed for life.

Rabbi Steve Burnstein recent-
ly shared, “The key is not to be 
afraid. Last year many of us were 
nearly overwhelmed with fear 
and anxiety as we struggled with 
constantly changing restrictions 
and plans for the High Holidays. 
Balancing tradition, health, com-
munity, safety, loneliness, and 
other issues empowered and 
compelled our communities to 
find creative ways to connect 
to one another as a supportive 
community. Even virtually, we 
behold the sweetness of God.”

Rabbi Burnstein encouraged 
us to add a verse from Psalm 27 
to our daily prayers that reads, 
“One thing I ask of Adonai, that I 
seek, that I will dwell in Adonai’s 
house all the days of my life and 
behold the sweetness of Adonai 
and visit Adonai’s sanctuary.” 

Rabbi Burnstein recalled 
learning in his religious educa-
tion that God is present every-
where and added, “This simple 
lesson has been reinforced by 
life experience through this 
period of the global pandemic. 
Together with you, I have expe-
rienced the holiness of commu-
nity and connection to Adonai 
in unexpected places. While the 
doors to our synagogues have 
at times been closed because of 
COVID-19, Adonai’s sanctuary 
has been open and welcoming. 
Necessity has forced us to learn 
to use technology in ways we’d 
never imagined. While not ideal, 
it has nonetheless enabled us to 
not only maintain, but in some 
ways even expand and strength-
en our communities.” 

Our spirits were then lifted 

higher because of the passion 
with which he described the 
High Holidays taking place in 
Israel. He described the “all too 
familiar” forthcoming rituals 
in the United States and other 
parts of the word in the form of 
Christmas music, decorations, 
and phrases that, though dear 
to others, may feel isolating to 
Jewish people. However, with 
delight, he continued to say, “It is 
important to recognize our own 
holidays and lives in a similar en-
compassing way — the sanctu-
ary — we think of God as being 
everywhere we are, whether at 
Shabbat services, in person, or 
on Zoom, as we are now again.” 

He reminded us that in Israel, 
people’s senses are immersed 
with signs of the holidays — the 
smells of holiday dishes and the 
sounds of the shofar and, more 
recently, of the influx of musi-
cians reviving Mizrachi styles 
of worshipful music. There are 
walking tours throughout Isra-
el and stops in Israeli, Turkish, 
Egyptian, or Kurdish synagogues 
where visitors are greeted by the 
cantorial soloist singing to set the 
mood for the holidays based on 
the synagogue’s customs. And 
the weather is beautiful through 
Sukkot, just as Adonai planned. 

It is the time of year when Is-
rael is rich with fresh pomegran-
ates. People place mesh or paper 
bags  around the fruits to protect 
them from bugs and birds. Even 
the flower on the pomegranate 
takes shape of the Magen David, 
and its seeds are said to add up 
to 613, the number of the com-
mandments. Yom Kippur has 
become a day when there is a 
significant measurable decrease 
in pollution — nobody drives 
anywhere.  It has also become 
known as the bicycle holiday. 
Even regular weekly Shabbat 
has a similar feeling. 

I hope you will consider con-
tributing to Kehilat Birkat Sha-
lom in honor of the new year. You 
can make a U.S. tax-deductible 
donation at http://kbyonline.org/
synagogues/kehilat-birkat-sha-
lom. During these difficult days, 
they are doing everything in 
their power to serve more and 
more people seeking spirituali-
ty, connection, and community. 
It’s critical that we are there for 
them, and our support makes a 
difference!

Rabbi Caroline Sim, director 
of rabbinical services at the ISJL, 
is booked to visit us October 8 
and 9 for a Shabbaton via Zoom. 
Temple Solel holds regular Shab-
bat services at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Fridays of each 
month via Zoom and hopes to 
resume services when appropri-
ate at Belair UMC Family Life 
Center, 8095 Shelley Mullis 
Rd., Fort Mill, SC 29707. 
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Temple Solel High 
Holidays in Israel

Pete Katz 
SVN | Percival Partners
4600 Park Rd., Ste. 370
Charlotte, NC 28209
704-632-1022 
peter.katz@svn.com
www.svnpercivalpartners.com

• Commercial real estate advisor
• 20+ years of experience in Charlotte 
• Local firm with national platform
• Leasing, sales and property management 
• $150k-$15MM deal size
• Licensed in NC & SC
• Third generation real estate investor
• Former executive board member Temple Beth El

PERCIVAL PARTNERS

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    704­319­5700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com
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Come Together
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PerrysJewelry.com 
6525 Morrison Blvd., 
Charlotte, NC 28211

704.364.1391 
800.339.0734

No appointment necessary or book your private appointment at PerrysBuyingO	  ce.com

PerrysSouthPark         

Cash it in!
Perry’s will pay you same day for your: Perry’s will pay you same day for your: 

Antique & Vintage

Coins

Jewelry

Perry’s will pay you same day for your: 

Designer Handbags

DiamondsDiamonds

Watches & Pocket WatchesWatches & Pocket Watches

Antique & Vintage

Butternut Squash and Sage 
Challah

By Shannon Sarna
In the category of autumn 

challah flavors there is pumpkin 
challah and even sweet potato 
challah. But I wanted to try my 
hand at combing another favor-
ite fall flavor into challah bread: 
butternut squash and fresh sage.

Admittedly I was a bit nervous 
to see how the addition of butter-
nut squash would affect the chal-
lah. I have made pumpkin chal-
lah many times, but never before 
had I added butternut squash.  I 
am happy to report that not only 
is consistency of this dough just 
perfect, but the color is beautiful 
and the taste even more incred-
ible.

You can swap out fresh sage 
for dried sage, but I really en-
joyed the flecks of sage leaves 
throughout the challah dough, 
and the addition of some fresh 
chopped sage on top along with 
thick sea salt really makes this 
bread even more special. This 
challah would also translate for 
a wonderful savory stuffing.

Ingredients
¼ cup vegetable oil
5-6 fresh sage leaves
1 ½ Tbsp dry yeast
1 tsp sugar
1 ¼ cups lukewarm water
5 ½-6 cups all-purpose un-
bleached flour (I prefer to use 
King Arthur)
¾ cup sugar
½ Tbsp salt

½ cup butternut squash puree 
(fresh or frozen)
2 eggs
2 egg yolks + 1 tsp water
Additional fresh sage leaves for 
garnish
Thick sea salt

Directions
Place vegetable oil and fresh 

sage leaves in a small saucepan 
over low-medium heat. Heat 
through until sage becomes fra-
grant, around 5 minutes. Remove 
from heat and allow to sit 25-
30 minutes. Strain sage leaves 
but do not discard. Finely chop 
leaves.

In a small bowl, place yeast, 
1 tsp sugar and lukewarm water. 
Allow to sit around 10 minutes, 
until it becomes foamy on top.

In a large bowl or stand mixer 
fitted with the whisk attachment, 
mix together 1 ½ cups flour, salt, 
butternut squash and sugar. After 
the water-yeast mixture has be-
come foamy, add to flour mixture 
along with oil and chopped sage 
leaves. Mix thoroughly.

Add another 1 cup of flour 
and eggs and mix until smooth. 
Switch to the dough hook attach-
ment if you are using a stand 
mixer.

Add an additional 3 cups of 
flour, 1 cup at a time, until dough 
is smooth and elastic. You can 
do this in a bowl with a wooden 
spoon, in a stand mixer with the 

dough attachment, or once the 
dough becomes pliable enough, 
on a floured work surface with 
the heels of your hands. Dough 
will be done when it bounces 
back to the touch, is smooth 
without clumps and is almost 
shiny.

Place dough in a greased bowl 
and cover with damp towel. 
Allow to rise at least around 3 
hours.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Braid challah into desired shape. 
Allow challah to rise another 45-
60 minutes, or until you can see 
the size has grown and challah 
seems light. This step is very 
important to ensure a light and 
fluffy challah.

In a small bowl beat 2 egg 
yolks with 1 tsp water.

Brush egg wash liberally over 
challah.  Sprinkle with chopped 
fresh sage and thick sea salt.

If making one large challah, 
bake around 27-28 minutes; if 
making two smaller challahs, 
bake 24-26 minutes.

Printed with permission from 
My Jewish Learning. For other 
great recipes visit: https://www.
myjewishlearning.com/the-nosh-
er/butternut-squash-and-sage-
challah/
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Charlotte Jewish Unity 

On the first night of Chanukah
Join Chabad of Charlotte at
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8TH DAY
WITH

chabadnc.org/concert
MORE DETAILS & TICKETS

@ Symphony Park
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Hadassah and the Connection of Friends
By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner

When I moved to Charlotte 
three-and-a-half years ago, I 
didn’t know anyone. My hus-
band and I moved here for his 
job and, other than for his inter-
views, we had never been in the 
city except to change planes at 
the airport. I had no knowledge 
about “the South,” where to live, 
the Jewish community, or local 
shopping.

 Fast-forward to today. I have 

friends from Hadassah, my 
neighborhood, my (fabulous) 
mah jongg group, and other or-
ganizations where I volunteer. I 
have stores I frequent, favorite 
restaurants, and doctors friends 
have recommended. Getting ac-
climated to a new city, in a new 
area of the country, was not easy, 
but my newfound friends helped 
me fi ll in the blanks and fi nd the 
resources I needed in Charlotte.

I’ve found Charlotte to have 

a strong, connected Jewish com-
munity. As in other cities, people 
know each other from growing 
up together, worshiping together, 
and participating in community 
projects and organizations. Char-
lotte Jews support businesses, 
especially those that support the 
Jewish community. 

When we began to publicize 
a few months ago for the 2022 
Hadassah Charlotte Area Jew-
ish Community Directory, I 

was initially surprised that we 
received calls from people who 
had moved from Charlotte but 
still want to purchase a directo-
ry. They want to keep up with 
friends and have an easy way 
to contact local businesses. As I 
think about it now, it doesn’t sur-
prise me anymore. Connections 
to Charlotte run deep, which I 
am now privileged to experience 
and appreciate fi rsthand. 

We are busy at work on Ha-
dassah’s 2022 Directory. This 
year, in addition to the print di-
rectory, we are adding a digital 
version you can access via an 
app subscription. The phone app 
is easy to use and lets you look 
up people or businesses while 
you’re on the go. 

Moving? The app will let you 
update your personal listing at 
any time. No need to wait un-
til the next directory is printed. 
Own a business? Your ad will be 
both online and in the print ver-
sion and can be changed every 
year. Premium advertisers can 
change their ad up to four times 
per year.

Stay tuned for infomation 
about including your personal 
listings. Advertising opportuni-
ties are available now. If you are 
a business owner and have not 
been contacted yet about placing 
an ad, write to Laurie at clthadas-
sahdir@gmail.com.

Please note: The Hadassah 
Boutique originally scheduled 
for Sunday, October 17 is post-
poned due to concerns about 
COVID-19. The items you gen-
erously donated will be stored 
until we can plan the boutique 
for a later date, we hope  in 
Spring 2022.

Save the Ta-Tas
The Novant Heath Breast 

Center mobile unit will be on-
site at the Levine Jewish Com-

munity Center on November 1, 
2021, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The 
mobile breast center has state-of-
the-art 3D digital mammography 
and an expert team of female 
technologists. The mobile unit 
provides on-site convenience 
with the luxury and privacy of 
a traditional imaging center. 
Screening mammograms are 
covered as preventive care un-
der most insurance plans. Ap-
pointments are not required but 
recommended. To reserve a time 
slot, call (704) 384-7226. For 
other questions, contact Lori at 
lptrap@aol.com.

In other Hadassah news
The Short Stories Discussion 

Group reads stories each month 
from diff erent eras, authors, and 
cultures. The next meeting is 
11:45 a.m. on Friday, October 
15 via Zoom. All future meetings 
will be held on the third Friday 
of the month at 11:45 a.m. Loca-
tion or Zoom TBA each month. 
To receive the stories, RSVP 
to Amalia at amaliaima@ATT.
net. For additional information, 
email Amalia or contact Linda 
Levy at levyollie@aol.com.

Looking for rewarding vol-
unteer work? Help the Hadassah 
Preppies, part of our chapter’s 
Sunshine Committee, provide 
much-needed meals for Jewish 
Family Services. For Novem-
ber, they need latkes, cookies, 
and individual containers of 
applesauce for Hanukkah and 
Thanksgiving meals. To help 
purchase supplies, cook, or as-
semble meals, use the sign up 
genius at HadassahCLTevents.
org. Contact Elissa at svining@
aol.com if you have questions.

Looking ahead — I know it 
seems like we haven’t played 
much on this year’s card, but 
it’s almost time to switch to some 
new hands. The 2022 National 
Mah Jongg League card orders 
begin in November. Watch this 
space.

The next two Hadassah Char-
lotte board meetings are on Mon-
day, October 18 and November 
15 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. All mem-
bers are invited. Contact Marci 
at marcig333@gmail.com for 
the link.

Want to join Hadassah or learn 
about membership? Contact Lori 
at lptrap@aol.com.

For up-to-date Hadassah in-
formation, check our website 
(HadassahCLTevents.org), like 
our Facebook page (Hadassah 
CLT), follow us on Instagram 
(Hadassah Charlotte) or Twitter 
(@HadassahCLT), or send us an 
email at HadassahCLT@gmail.
com.

OFFER: Patients must pay in full either Nov. 4 or 5, 2021 to take advantage 
of the event pricing. Procedures may be scheduled on either of those days or 
at a later date. Patients may not buy additional product for future office visits.

$100 OFF each additional syringe of Juvéderm, 
Restylane, Radiesse, and others.

2 DAYS ONLY!
Nov. 4-5

BOTOX/FILLERBOTOX/FILLER

BOTOX: $11/UNIT

JEUVEAU: $10/UNIT

XEOMIN: $9.50/UNIT

DYSPORT: $3.20/UNIT

FILLER: $50 OFF 1ST SYRINGE

704.344.8846
309 S. Sharon Amity Rd., Charlotte, NC 28211

Jewish Women
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November 14, 2021
My Disney Tale and 

Caricature Demonstration 
with Saul Blinkoff

Presented by Women of Wisdom (W.O.W.)

Save the Date!

By Andrea Gamlin
Late every summer, I start 

looking forward to Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur as a 
time to refl ect and to decide on 
a mitzvah I can add to my life. 
Once Yom Kippur ends, it’s time 
to build the sukkah, and for my 
favorite of all holidays, Jewish 
and secular. My parents built a 
sukkah when my brothers and I 
were growing up, and even today 
my siblings and I can still smell 
my mom’s delicious tzimmos as 
we ate outside with coats on in 
our sukkah on Long Island. Once 
my parents moved to an apart-
ment, they came to us for Sukkot 
and cooked our favorite Sukkot 
meals. The memories fill me 
with warmth and happiness. 

Now the holidays are over, 
regular life continues, albe-
it with great resolution to be 
better and to do better in 5782. 
What about you? Think about 
some memories you’ve created 
for yourself, your family, and 
your friends recently. Did you 
connect with someone who 
was far away? Did you take on 
a new mitzvah? Were you able 
to make amends with anyone? 
Did you forgive another? Were 
you forgiven by another? 

We at W.O.W. wish the best 

for you in 5782! We hope to see 
you at our FUNdraising event 
this November; it promises to 
be enlightening and invigorat-
ing! If you’d like to meet oth-
er Jewish women interested in 
learning and having fun, come 
join us at any of our events. Visit 
W.O.W.’s website at www.char-
lottewomenofwisdom.com for 
more information about W.O.W. 
and our 5782 events. W.O.W. is 
a nondenominational group for 
Jewish women to engage, learn, 
and connect. No synagogue af-
fi liation is necessary.

Carolina Selfies

704-222-0834
adina@carolinaselfies.com
www.carolinaselfies.com

We Bring Events To Life!
Fun and interactive photo booths with customizable templates to 
match your theme. We create memories and provide keepsakes you 
and your guests can save, print, text, and share on social media.

We Bring Events To Life!We Bring Events To Life!

MCEWEN
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

 @ Myers Park

W.O.W.: 
Th e Holidays Are 
Over, What’s Next

Jewish Women



No referral necessary and you’ l l maintain your general dentist .No referral necessary and you’ l l maintain your general dentist .



The Charlott e Jewish News - October 2021 - Page 25 

By Becca Green, CJP Director 
of Education 

Each summer,  teachers 
from Charlotte Jewish Preschool 
(CJP) experience a week of ori-
entation prior to the start of a new 
school year. This year, part of that 
orientation included a workshop 
with Maxine Handelman, author 
of “Jewish Every Day.” She dove 
into Judaic values and integration 
with our staff  in a unique and en-
ergizing way, exciting our staff  
for the year ahead. 

Handelman started the work-
shop with Torah study as we set 
our intention for the day and then 
led us in multiple activities, inte-
grating Jewish values into secu-
lar themes that teachers often use 
in the classroom. We explored 
what those values look like in 
action and how they can be made 

more conspicuous in learning 
centers and provocations. 

Handelman then curated an ac-
tivity showcasing our new Maker 
Space, an atelier (studio) in our 
school built for exploration and 
innovation for our students. At 
this activity, Handelman had 
teachers explore the materials 
and choose anything that spoke 
to them as she gave them one 
simple direction: Create. Teach-
ers chose clay, wood, Play-Doh, 
loose parts, paintbrushes, and 
other materials within reach to 
make things they found meaning-
ful. It was then that Handelman 
gave them their next instruction: 
Join with another person and 
make your creations make sense. 
Groups joined again and again 
until there were just a few large 
groups working together. Teach-

ers were able to be the students 
and feel what it was like to have 
creative freedom while negotiat-
ing with a partner (or partners), 
but it didn’t end there! While the 
teachers were working, Handel-
man took photos of the groups. 
We printed the photos, and at our 
final activity, teachers formed 
groups to document the learning 
they had just engaged in. 

Our workshop with Handel-
man was made possible by the 
generosity of the Center for 
Jewish Education (CJE). We ex-
tend our sincerest thanks to the 
CJE, especially Elina Kurakin, 
for all of its work in organizing 
this incredible workshop for our 
teachers. We are also grateful to 
Temple Beth El for the use of the 
Silverman Social Hall, which al-

lowed us to socially distance and 
enjoy the workshop in a respon-
sible way. 

While our workshop with 
Handelman encompassed Jewish 
values and documentation in the 
classroom, we also participated 
in other essential parts of orien-
tation. Our teachers spent a day 
at the White Water Center on the 
low ropes course participating in 
team-building activities. Skilled 
leaders at the center took our 
teachers through obstacle cours-
es and problem-solving activities 
as we got to know new members 
of our team and reconnect with 
returning staff  members.   

During orientation week, 
teachers were also able to par-
ticipate in trainings and meet 
essential staff  members around 

Shalom Park. The director of 
security, Mike Philbeck, led our 
teachers in safety and securi-
ty training and recertifi ed them 
in infant, child, and adult CPR 
and fi rst aid. Executive Director 
Brooke Amo facilitated training 
for our teachers in state licens-
ing and sanitation requirements 
and onboarded eight new staff  
members to our team of 50. 
Teams of teachers spent hours 
preparing their rooms for the 
new school year, resulting in a 
successful “Meet the Teacher” 
the day before school started. 

We’ve had a great month back 
at school, and now that the half-
day team has joined us, our ke-
hillah is complete.  

For more information on the 
Charlotte Jewish Preschool, 
check out our website at www.
charlottejewishpreschool.org or 
contact our offi  ce manager, Al-
yson Kalik, at Alyson.Kalik@
charlottejewishpreschool.org.   

Charlotte Jewish Preschool Kicks O�  a New 
School Year 

Teachers about to start the low ropes course at the White Water Center

Teachers parti cipati ng in a problem-solving game at the White Water Center

Education and Youth
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Join our family
Give us a call (704) 364-8395   or visit jpskids.org

ב״ה

A Licensed Five-Star Preschool, NC Division of Child Development A project of Chabad of Charlotte

The Cohen Family

JPS Family Spotlight
JPS is more than a school, it is a family 
and a community. When Ben would miss his 
twin brother Sid (of blessed memory), the 
sta� and teachers would talk about Sid and 
encourage him to look through the photo 
album he brought in. Sophie’s independence 
and vocabulary has blossomed. 
JPS includes not only the children but 
the entire family in their growth. We know 
that they are in great hands because the 
sta� and teachers are welcoming and 
encouraging. As Ben said on his first day 
“I like my teachers, my friends and the 
playground”.

Jessie & Yoni Cohen

“

After months of brainstorming, researching, and lots of hard work, the Jewis Preschool on Sardis Legacy Mural is finally here! On August 29 we held a lovely ceremony 
and unveiled the mural that is now proudly displayed for all to see. Come by to check it out, and find your name if you participated. Thank you to the wonderful JPS com-
munity for coming together and for the amazing volunteers who made this possible.

Jewish Preschool on Sardis Unveils Legacy Mural

The Legacy Mural is proudly displayed on the exterior of the JPS building

Rabbi Yossi & Mariashi Groner, founders of the Jewish Preschool on Sardis, unveil the mural

Seth points to his tile — he has left his mark at JPS!Left to Right: Hats off to Heather Rasowsky, Charlotte Rouchouze, and Donna Lerner, and Devorah Gorkin for their 
incredible dedication and hard work which made this project a reality

Education and Youth
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By  Alison Lerner
Back in January when I ac-

cepted the new role of Charlotte 
Jewish Day School (CJDS) ad-
missions counselor, the staff  at 
CJDS was doing their best to 
keep up with dozens of new in-
quiries and applications, while at 
the same time doing an outstand-
ing job of educating their stu-
dents during a global pandemic. 
I hit the ground running in the 
middle of the admissions season 
and was able to connect with 
prospective families who were 
interested in kindergarten for the 
upcoming school year. I was also 
speaking with families who had 
heard what an outstanding job 
CJDS was doing and wanted to 
move their kids into the upper 
grades at the day school, so they 
wouldn’t need to make another 
transition after fi fth grade. As a 
parent of two CJDS alumni, I 
was able to share my personal 
experience of the strong foun-
dation that the school gave my 
children, instilling in both of 
them a love of learning, a strong 
sense of Jewish values, and an 
understanding and pride in their 
Judaism and Jewish history.

Fortunately for these new 

families, we had something 
else exciting to share with them 
— beginning next school year 
(2022-2023) Charlotte Jewish 
Day School will offer transi-
tional kindergarten (TK) through 
6th grade classes, and by Fall of 
2024, we will be a TK through 
8th grade school. We already 
have 27 current students who 
have signed agreements and 
made tuition deposits to ensure  
middle school enrollment con-
tinues for those three school 
years. 

We shared that our secular 
academic curriculum will meet 
national and state standards and 
be comparable to other indepen-
dent schools in the area, much 
like our elementary school.  Ju-
daic education will be a seamless 
continuation of the current K-5 
curriculum of Hebrew language, 
Jewish lifecycle, and Torah stud-
ies. Studies have shown that 
students in K-8 schools perform 
better than students in stand-
alone middle schools. In addi-
tion, students will participate 
in community service, student 
advisory, and have choices of 
elective classes. Electives will 
take advantage of the communi-

ty at large, sometimes taking our 
students to off -campus locations 
and other times bringing experts 
into the school.

The new CJDS middle school 
will be open to students from 
other public and private schools 
while providing a seamless tran-
sition for the students who start 
in younger grades. Because the 
school boasts a very low student 
to teacher ratio, the challenges 
that come with many middle 
school experiences will be man-
aged in a much smaller setting 
and with attention given to each 
individual student’s needs. CJDS 
middle school students will be 
the “big kids” on campus and be 
a part of a supportive and safe 
place for these developmentally 
unique years.  

At the same time that CJDS 
is growing our upper grades, we 
are fi lling a need that we see in 
our community for a transitional 
kindergarten. When many young 
children fi nish their four-year-
old preschool year their teach-
ers or parents recognize that 
they may not be quite ready for 
kindergarten. There are a variety 
of reasons a child might not be 
ready for kindergarten, anything 

from not being able to sit still or 
wait their turn to not being able 
to hold a pencil or scissors. In 
many of these cases, TK is truly 
a “gift” of one more year — a 
smooth transition between pre-
school and kindergarten. Back 
in the early 2000s when my 
kids were in preschool, the Jew-
ish Preschool on Sardis director 
suggested we give my son the 
“gift of a TK year.” In all hones-
ty, I did not see it as a gift at that 
time. I felt like he was smart and 
engaging and as a four-year-old, 
was truly an “old soul.” But what 
his teachers saw was diff erent. 
He was physically small and his 
sensitivity made him prone to 
crying in the classroom or on the 
playground. They believed that 
giving him an extra year before 
kindergarten would allow him 
to mature enough to handle the 
new challenges that he would 
face. Looking back, I realize it 
was the best thing I could have 
done for him.  

If you think that your child 
could benefi t from a transitional 
kindergarten year, I encourage 
you to come take a tour of the 
school and talk to us about our 
TK program. The CJDS TK class 

will have a very small student to 
teacher ratio and focus on social 
and emotional growth, encourag-
ing independence, and cognitive 
and fi ne motor skills.  

At the time I am writing this, 
we have been back in the class-
room for about a week and are 
looking forward to a somewhat 
normal, albeit still masked, 
school year. The students, teach-
ers, and staff  are all working hard 
and are excited about what this 
new year will bring. We look 
forward to our growth and hope 
that you will consider becoming 
a part of it.

To take a tour of CJDS or to 
learn more about our school, 
email me at alerner@cjdschool.
org or  call at (704) 366-4558. 
Join us for Open House on Oc-
tober 14 and schedule a tour at 
your convenience. If you’d like 
to discuss how CJDS can be af-
fordable for most families, email 
Gale Osborne at gosborne@cjd-
school.org.  

704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

Thursday, October 14, 
9:15-2:30 p.m.

Find out what we are all about!Find out what we are all about!
Open House!Open House!

B”H

CALL TO SCHEDULE A  CALL TO SCHEDULE A 
PRIVATE, SOCIALLY DISTANCED TOURPRIVATE, SOCIALLY DISTANCED TOUR

Transitional Kindergarten at CJDS Helps Children 
Prepare for Elementary School

Education and Youth



Hebrew for High School Cred-
it, off ered at Hebrew High since 
2013, provides our teens with a 
unique opportunity to strength-
en their Jewish identity through 
language, culture, land, and peo-
plehood. Students learn Hebrew 
not only to satisfy their high 
school language requirement 
but also to further develop their 
Jewish identities. Our Hebrew 
for Credit program whereby stu-
dents will receive one year of a 
foreign language credit for every 
two years of Hebrew for Credit 
class, has been approved by the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools 
(CMS) and Union County Public 
Schools (UCPS). We currently 
have 17 students enrolled, from 
13 middle and high schools. 
In fact, we have students who 
drive over an hour each way 
from Hickory or Lake Norman 
to take Hebrew for Credit. We 
even have several non-CMS or 
UCPS students who just want to 
learn Hebrew for its own sake.  

Students acquire a basic pro-
fi ciency in modern Hebrew, de-
veloping their ability to perform 
all four skills: reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking. The goal 
of our Hebrew for Credit pro-
gram is for students to acquire 
the ability to communicate in 
modern Hebrew in meaningful 
ways. Through active learning, 
we motivate teens and help them 
develop their interest in the cul-
ture and people of Israel, which 
continues beyond Hebrew High 
and throughout their lives.

As we are entering our eighth 
year of Hebrew for Credit, read 
what our students have to say 
about why they choose to take 
this class:

Top 10 Reasons Hebrew 
High students take Hebrew 
for Credit

#1 “I enjoy Hebrew for Credit 
because I can still be a part of the 
Jewish community after my Bar 
Mitzvah. I also enjoy learning a 
language I can use in temple and 

when I go to Israel.”  
#2 “I joined Hebrew for Credit 

to learn Hebrew, which is some-
thing I’ve always dreamed of. I 
am really enjoying the program 
so far, and I am happy that I have 
already made friends.” 

#3 “I chose to take Hebrew 
for Credit for a few reasons, 
the main one being that I had 
teachers who spoke Hebrew at 
religious school, and I wanted to 
be able to talk to them. I hadn’t 
really thought about learning 
Hebrew when I started Hebrew 
High until I went on a trip. I 
heard a family speaking Hebrew, 
and I thought, ‘Hey, I know that 
word!’ It was great to be able 
to connect with people on the 
other side of the world through 
a shared language that we both 
know for diff erent reasons.”

#4 “The reason I wanted to 
join Hebrew for Credit is that 
I was not impressed with the 
language options at my high 
school.” 

#5 “I signed up for Hebrew 
High School Credit because I had 
always been curious whenever I 
would hear my sister, friends, 
or teachers speak it. Eventually, 
I got excited about wanting to 
learn, so I signed up. I have so 
much fun, and on top of learn-
ing a new language, I have made 
friends as well. I am so glad I 
signed up because the challenge 
and learning are my favorite part 
of my Wednesdays.” 

#6 “I’ve made a lot of mem-
ories and amazing friends in my 
Hebrew for Credit class. I have 
also grown more confi dent with 
my Hebrew. Although I still have 
a long way to go, I look forward 
to the journey.” 

#7 “I like the way we get to 
work collaboratively in small 
groups. This allows us to both 
work at our own pace individu-
ally and to help each other when 
necessary. I appreciate that the 
workbooks came from the Min-
istry of Education in Jerusalem 

and were written specifi cally for 
teens.”

#8 “I am studying Hebrew for 
high school credit. Also, I am do-
ing it because I have been learn-
ing Hebrew since I was in kin-
dergarten, so I thought it would 
be nice to continue it.”

#9 “My favorite thing about 
Hebrew for Credit is probably 
how close those in my grade are 
to each other as well as the amaz-
ing teachers. There have been 
three of us who have been in 
class together for all four years, 
and I don’t think we would have 
met and become friends if it 
weren’t for this class. “ 

#10 I came to learn Hebrew 
because it differs from all the 
languages we can learn in school. 
Also, it helps us gain a deeper 
understanding of our faith. 

It is not too late to sign up! 
Please visit www.hebrewhigh.
org to learn more.  

The Pajama Walk on Novem-
ber 14 is a community walk to 
raise awareness and funds for 
Friendship Circle and ZABS 
Place, two local nonprofi ts that 
help children and young adults 
with special needs and special 
talents realize their dreams of 
living purposeful lives. 

Friendship Circle provides so-
cial opportunities and peer men-
toring for children and teens. 
ZABS Place is a thrift boutique 
off ering on-the-job training that 
can lead to a fulfi lling career.

Here are some highlights at 
this year’s Pajama Walk: 

Ability Fair
A display of unique creations 
of local crafters and artists with 
some seriously special talents! 
These unique items make great 
gifts and support inclusion and 
ability awareness (and of course, 
the artist!) 
Pajama Catwalk
Yes, you heard that right! You’ll 
have an opportunity to fi nally 
show off  those supercool paja-
mas you’ve been hiding away. 
Special Talent Drum Circle
Led by the talented David Drum, 
our Friendship Circle Friends 
and our ZABS talent will lead 
an interactive drum circle to kick 
off  the Pajama Walk. 

Dreamland
Think of Candyland in a 
dream, moon bounces, obstacle 
courses, races, pajama games, 
face-painting, and more! There 
will also be a designated area 
for preschool-age kids with 
their very own bubble show. 
Opening ceremonies begin at 
12:30 p.m. at the Freedom Park 
Amphitheater. 

To learn more and sign up, 
visit www.PajamaWalk.com.

Friendship Circle and ZABS 
Place are both benefi ciary agen-
cies of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte. 
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Top 10 Reasons Hebrew High Students 
Take Hebrew for High School Credit

Cteen Jr. is developed spe-
cifi cally for students in grades 
seven and eight. Our goal is to 
inspire the young teens of today 
to become the leaders of tomor-
row!  CTeen Jr. will harness the 
incredible potential of these 
boys and girls through outstand-
ing programs that will include:  
educational classes, debate ses-
sions, community action, kosher 
cooking, social and humanitari-
an experiences, exciting games, 
and more.

This is a great opportunity to 
have a fun time with local Jew-
ish teens while making a diff er-
ence in your community. This 
club is open to the entire local 
Jewish community. Cteen Jr. is 
the Jewish place to be!

All programming will adhere 
to COVID-19 safety and guide-
lines. Check our website for up-
coming events and registration 
information. www.JewishBal-
lantyne.com/cteenjr. 

Gan Izzy Club – YOU 
Scribe

Gan Izzy Club is open to 
all Jewish children ages 5-11. 
Whether you are a CGI Camper 
missing camp, or just enjoy fun 
and exciting Jewish experiences, 
this is for you. 

At this club the children will 
go behind the scenes to experi-
ence the mystical art of Torah 

making. They will learn the 
calligraphy of the scribes, write 
on their own scrolls, and get a 
letter of their very own in the 
Children’s Unity Torah.

Sunday, October 24 
4 p.m.-  5:30 p.m. 

At the Ballantyne Jewish Cen-
ter 8632 Bryant Farms Rd.

$10 per child 
RSVP Leah@JewishBallan-

tyne.com (704) 408-1116

Calling All Teens 
in Grades Seven 
and Eight

Pajama Walk at Freedom 
Park to Support Friendship 
Circle and ZABS Place

Cteen Jr. Fall Schedule
October 3 – Outdoor Laser Tag
October 17 – MasterChef
November 7 – Game Night
November 21 – Attitude of Grat-
itude
December 5 – Chanukah Party 
December 19 – Movie Night 

Cteen Jr. is a joint project of 
Chabad of Charlotte and The 
Ballantyne Jewish Center

For more information contact 
Leah Levin Leah@JewishBal-
lantyne.com (704) 408-1116.

A drumming parade leading the Pajama Walk 

Education and Youth



By Ellen Goldstein
Charlotte BBYO is off to a 

great start.  The phone calls and 
emails keep coming from teens 
and parents who are excited to 
have the chance to connect, have 
fun, and be teens again. Charlotte 
BBYO is so excited to welcome 
new teens and members back to 
in-person programs. It’s not too 
late to get involved. Teens in 
grades 8-12 are invited to join 
the fun on Tuesday evenings at 
the Levine Jewish Community 
Center.   

Charlotte teens had a fantas-
tic time at their first in-person 
convention in over a year and a 
half. Teen leaders from Charlotte 
and all across the eastern region 
gathered in late August to plan 
for the year. Highlights includ-
ed an opportunity to reconnect 
with friends, enjoy Shabbat, 
have chapter planning time, and 

develop team building. Saturday 
evening the teens enjoyed a kick-
off carnival that included playing 
games, tie dying, and enjoying 
delicious snacks. 

This month new members 
will have their first opportunity 
to attend a BBYO convention. 
New member weekend is Oc-
tober 22-24, 2021. Our older 
members (trainers) will lead 
our newest members through a 
beautiful Shabbat experience, 
teach them everything they need 
to know about BBYO, and build 
a community of lifelong friends. 
Teens will meet other Jewish 
teens from North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, and South-
ern Georgia during the weekend. 
For information about this event 
or about becoming involved in 
BBYO, email charlotte@bbyo.
org, call (704) 944-6834, or visit 
www.bbyo.org.  
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BBYO Plans for the Year and Welcomes New 
Members

Education and Youth

 W W W. WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   W W W. S I N G H C A R E E R S . C O M

COTSWOLD

Assisted Living and
Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living 
and Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055

PROVIDENCE

Fall into a 
lifestyle you will love 

at Waltonwood.

What are you waiting for?
CALL US TODAY!

BBYO teens rekindled friendships 
and planned for the upcoming year 
at the Eastern Region Exec’s Con-
vention 2021



By Loán Lake, Moishe House Se-
nior Communications Manager

On August 22, Moishe House, 
the world’s leader in engaging 
Jewish young adults around the 
world, recognized the achieve-
ments of its global community 
builders during their annual 
resident training conference, 
currently dubbed CouchCon be-
cause of its virtual nature for the 
second year in a row. 

More than 400 individuals 
gathered together on over 200 
screens to celebrate “The Ulti-
mate ‘Us’ Time,” commemorat-
ing a year of hybrid program-
ming. The program opened with 
a tikkun olam ritual and refl ec-
tion led by Moishe House direc-
tor of Jewish service learning, 
Jessica Herrmann, and opening 
remarks by founder and chief 
executive offi  cer, David Cygiel-
man. Cygielman shared the new 
initiatives being implemented 
within the organization and its 

expanded community-building 
eff orts. “We are about building 
community and providing wel-
coming spaces for young adults 
to fi nd their tribe and celebrate 
who they are at their core,” said 
Cygielman during his address to 
conference attendees. “If each of 
us commits to some little impact-
ful thing each time we come in 
contact with someone, thousands 
of little things will change the 
way we act, talk, and live.”

One of the highlights of the 
conference was the presenta-
tion of the Michael H.K. Cohen 
award, by Moishe House Board 
Secretary Stephen Cohen. The 
annual award and travel fellow-
ship is given in memory of Co-
hen’s son, Michael, a former ac-
tive participant in Moishe House 
programming in both China and 
Boston, and an avid world trav-
eler, whose life was tragically cut 
short in 2018 at age 29. The 2021 
recipients are Alessandro Gai, 

a founding resident of Moishe 
House Rome, the fi rst house in 
Italy, and Chaya Bar-Chaim, 
a founding resident of Moishe 
Pod Crown Heights in Brooklyn, 
New York. “It is an honor to be 
receiving this award in Michael’s 
memory,” said Bar-Chaim. “I’m 
humbled to be the recipient of the 

Michael H.K. Cohen award, and 
I hope I can embody Michael’s 
spirit of friendship, curiosity, and 
adventure.”

Each award recipient will be 
able to visit any Moishe House 
community around the globe. 
They will also each receive a 
custom piece of Judaica, com-
missioned by artists Hillel Smith 
and Mia Schon, who participated 
in Moishe House’s Expedition 
Maker virtual art contest.

View a video recap of 
the conference at vimeo.
com/592777242/55fe448109, 
or to learn more about Moishe 
House, visit www.moishehouse.
org.
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Moishe House Celebrates Importance of 
Flexibility in Global Community Building With 
Second Virtual Training Conference

By Noah Goldman , Coordinator 
of Jewish Life at Queens Univer-
sity of Charlotte

Jewish tradition and people-
hood revolve around communi-
ty. We are not meant to be alone. 
The Torah teaches not only that 
we are not meant to be alone but 
also that we should be joyous 
with a community. Six years 
ago, I not only began my uni-
versity journey but also joined a 
special community. In four years 
at Queens, I was privileged to 
be involved in growing Jewish 
life and interfaith engagement 
on campus. Two years after my 
graduation, when an opportu-
nity to return presented itself, I 
quickly accepted the position of 
coordinator of Jewish life.

 The pandemic squelched 
much of Jewish life on campus-

es across the country. Although 
programs were off ered on Zoom, 
they did not off er what face-to-
face engagement could. Now we 
have the opportunity to reinvig-
orate Jewish life on campus as 
we work to nurture and develop 
our close-knit, supportive Hillel. 
We provide opportunities for 
students to engage in leadership 
roles and to create meaningful 
programs that will enrich cam-
pus life.

 My vision is to support Jew-
ish students as they grow in their 
Judaism by helping them engage 
with the wider Charlotte commu-
nity. Our Queens Hillel off ers a 
large Jewish umbrella. We have 
space for all Jewish students to 
be part of our community and 
learn from each other. We have 
space for non-Jewish students 
to join us as they grow on their 
interfaith journey.

 Over the past few years, 
Queens has been encouraging 
interfaith cooperation and di-
alogue. This enables Jewish 
students to meet and work with 
organizations both on and off 
campus. From volunteering and 
service projects to participat-
ing in other events on campus, 
the interfaith work at Queens is 
extensive. One of my favorite 
programs I led during my ten-
ure as Hillel president was the 
Soul Food Shabbat. This pro-
gram brought Black and Jewish 

students together to learn about 
our shared history in this coun-
try and the diff erent and similar 
challenges both communities 
face and to share in each other’s 
cultures and cuisines.

 Leadership is also a critical 
skill we seek to develop in our 
Hillel students. I want to enable 
Jewish students to explore their 
passions and creativity and to 
express them in the community. 
The opportunities for internships, 
travel, and high-quality educa-
tion are available at Queens, and 
I strongly encourage our Jewish 

students to take full advantage 
of those opportunities. Queens 
took me to three countries and 
allowed me to take on an inter-
national internship. These oppor-
tunities existed for me, and they 
will be available for our Jewish 
students now and for some time 
to come.

 I am a proud Jewish Royal 
graduate from Queens Univer-
sity, and Jewish Life at Queens 
was an integral part of my Jewish 
journey I look forward to passing 
on to others. As part of the lift-
ing up of future classes of Hil-
lel leaders, I sat down with Lia 
Federbusch to learn about her 
passion for Queens Hillel.

Interview with 2021-2022 
Hillel President Lia Federbus-
ch, a Queens Royal triathlete 
from Tel Aviv:

Lia Federbusch is a native of 
Tel Aviv, captain of the woman’s 
triathlon team, and president of 
Queens Hillel. She is pursuing a 
major in business administration 
with a minor in computing and 
data analytics. She chose Queens 
based on its values. As a Jewish 
international student, she looked 
for a school that embraces diver-
sity. Queens caught her eye as 
an institution that seeks to learn 

from diff erent points of view.  
As Hillel president, she is 

excited to bring her perspective 
as a Jew from Israel. She sees 
it as an honor to represent her 
religion and create a communi-
ty at Queens. Lia noted that she 
has big shoes to fi ll following 
Morasha Winokur’s tenure as 
president of Hillel in previous 
years. “I hope that I will serve 
as a great leader and friend as she 
was for other Hillel members and 
myself.”

Lia’s favorite Jewish tradi-
tion is a Shabbat dinner. After 
a long week of school or work, 
the whole family gathers, stress-
free, to appreciate each other. 
She said, “I’m looking forward 
to spending Shabbat with my 
Queens Hillel family and creat-
ing new traditions together.”

 Queens Hillel is excited to 
welcome college students to their 
Shabbat and holiday table. We 
extend an invitation to students 
at colleges across our city. If you 
know a Charlotte college student 
who wants to expand the circle 
of connections, or if you want to 
support our work, please contact 
Noah Goldman, coordinator of 
Jewish life at Queens University, 
goldmann@queens.edu.

Continuing My Jewish Journey at Queens 
University of Charlotte

Noah Goldman, coordinator of 
Jewish Life at Queens University and 
current Hillel president Lia Federbus-
ch give out Hillel treats to students 
on the fi rst day of classes. 

Education and Youth

Chaya Bar-Chaim, founding resident 
of Moishe Pod Crown Heights and 
2021 co-recipient of the Michael 
H.K. Cohen Award

Alessandro Gai (middle), co-recipi-
ent of the 2021 Michael H.K. Cohen 
award, pictured with his roommates 
and founding residents of Moishe 
House Rome, the fi rst Moishe House 
in Italy
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Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our 
history. The following is an excerpt from March, 2005 . To read the whole issue or other issues 
of CJN, visit the archives at https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/charlotte-jewish-news-
charlotte-nc/.

� e Story Behind the Levine-Sklut Judaic Library and 
Resource Center

Compassionate Psychotherapy to Help 
You Find Peace and Happiness

Tara provides counseling for women in different stages of 
life. She focuses on parenting, relationships, anxiety, 
depression, loneliness, and stressful transitions.

Goal-oriented, solution-focused, 
empathetic, and mindful 
approach

Tara Green, LCSW
Tele-health psychotherapy

Located in South Park 
Telephone 704-709-5065

Email: info@taragreenlcsw.com
Website taragreenlcsw.com

As you enter the Levine-Sk-
lut Judaic Library and Resource 
Center at Shalom Park, you will 
notice portraits of the founders 
and suppporters of all the librar-
ies and institutions that are inte-
grated into this exciting facility.

Continue your stroll to the left 
into the Teachers’ Resource Cen-
ter and you’ll notice not a portrait 
but a plaque, which is smaller, 
but no less signifi cant, dedicated 
to Lenora Stein, of blessed mem-
ory, the unforgettable executive 
director of the Carolina Agency 
for Jewish Education (CAJE).

Do you remember the former 
Jewish library facility, housed in 
a Leon and Sandra Levine small 
room in the Education Building 
at Shalom Park — the Speizman 
Jewish Library? Have you won-
dered what happened to the 
CAJE trailer adjacent to the JCC 
entrance? The Levine-Sklut Ju-
daic Library and Resource Center 
(JLRC) contains the collections 
of that “cozy” library room, the 
CAJE trailer, as well as those of 
the Charlotte Jewish Historical 
Society, and the Charlotte Jewish 
Day School library.

Although the JLRC facility is 
brand new, its walls speak of the 
dedication and creativity of all 
those responsible for its creation.

Those walls, doors, windows, 
and furnishings are the result of 
the Levine and Sklut families 
stepping up to meet the needs of 
the Jewish community for an en-
hanced Jewish library. Speaking 
as a spokesman for the families, 
Eric Sklut said that Leon and 
Sandra Levine, Howard and Julie 
Levine, and Eric and Lori Sklut 
are honored to make the new Ju-
daic Library and Resource Cen-
ter at Shalom Park possible. “Our 
families made the commitment to 
the Shalom Park Expansion and 

Endowment Campaign long ago. 
Now this commitment to the Ju-
daic Library and Resource Center 
is for the education and enjoy-
ment of our children and adults
and the many future generations 
who will use it,” he explained.

This expanding treasury of 
Jewish culture, knowledge and 
information had its origins with 
Sylvia Speizman’s mother, Annie 
Valenstein, of blessed memory, 
who organized the Jewish library 
at Temple Israel on Dilworth 
Road and served as its fi rst librar-
ian. Morris and Sylvia Speizman, 
both of blessed memory, kept the 
library growing at Temple Israel 
and thenfounded the library at 
Shalom Park in 1986. In remem-
bering his parents, Bob Speizman 
commented, “Morris had a pas-
sion for all things Jewish and a 
lifelong love aff air with the writ-
ten word. It was not surprising 
that he and Sylvia founded the 
Speizman Jewish Library at Sha-
lom Park ”

While the CAJE trailer, which 
served as a resource center for 
Jewish teachers in the Carolinas, 
is no longer standing, its dazzling 
array of learning materials is an 
integral part of the JLRC. It was 
Herman Blumenthal’s vision that 
was the drive behind the forma-
tion of the CAJE. Back in the 
early ‘80s, acting on his strong 
belief that a separate agency 
was needed to enhance Jewish 
religious school education state-
wide, he sent Robert Seigel, for-
mer rabbi of Temple Beth El, and 
Cy Jacobs (of blessed memory) 
to a conference of Jewish educa-
tors in San Antonio, Texas, with 
directions to learn how to “run an 
agency for Jewish education and 
to purchase materials, so that in 
Herman’s words, “The Carolina 
Agency for Jewish Education 

would be second to none!” 
Originally established in Cy 

Jacob’s hometown of Greens-
boro, the CAJE offices soon 
moved to Charlotte, with the pur-
chase of materials funded 100% 
by Herman Blumenthal. 

Within a year, CAJE became 
the largest Jewish education re-
source center in the southeast. 
Lenora Stein took over as exec-
utive director soon after. over the 
years, she developed the archives 
of the Charlotte Jewish Histori-
cal Society, a project of CAJE. 
Lenora worked with others in 
the Jewish community and the 
Charlotte area to make the his-
tory of the Charlotte area Jews 
known. However, the main focus 
of Lenora’s eff orts at CAJE was 
education. She brought national-
ly recognized experts in Jewish 
education to Charlotte for work-
shops and programs. Under her 
leadership, Herman Blumenthal’s 
visions of a resource center for 
Jewish teachers in the Carolina’s 
found fulfi llment. 

Lenora participated in the 
planning of a Judaic library and 
resource center at Shalom Park. 
As a founder of Shalom Park 
and benefactor of its Education 
Building, Herman Blumenthal 
saw to it that CAJE was moved 
into the new education facility, so 
that the resources would be con-
veniently location for all Jewish 
schools. 

Adults, children, and educa-
tors are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of the resources of the 
JLRC. By taking advantage of 
the resources that are “shelved” 
at the JLRC, the vision and sup-
port of the founders of all the in-
stitutions now part of this intrigu-
ing facility are being realized. 

11121 Carmel Commons Blvd. Charlotte, NC 28226
Located in the Carmel Park II Building

www.audiologycharlotte.com

Whether it’s a lunch date with 
your girlfriends or story time 

with the grandkids, there’s 
nothing more important than 

your ability to hear.

You’ll love what you hear

Call 704-412-7975
to schedule your Hearing Aid Test Drive

1) Make an appointment for an initial hearing evaluation 

2) Take home a state-of-the-art hearing aid 

3) Take your time evaluating which hearing aid suits you best

Here’s how it works: 



Thank you to the 1611 donors who have
contributed $4,789,422 to the

Annual Campaign to date

Federation is excited to report that we have surpassed our 2021 Campaign 
goal! Because of you, we continue our commitment to strengthen Jewish 
life! We are grateful to all of our donors who make it possible.

On behalf of our entire community, THANK YOU!

www.jewishcharlotte.org
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For a RecorD BreAkinG

Thank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who haveThank you to the 1611 donors who have
contributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to thecontributed $4,789,422 to the

Annual Campaign to dateAnnual Campaign to dateAnnual Campaign to dateAnnual Campaign to dateAnnual Campaign to dateAnnual Campaign to date

CamPaIgN 2  21222222  21  21  21  21  21  21  21  21  21


