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Is the conflict between Israel
and the Palestinians a tragic dis­
pute over land, part of a global
battle against Islamist terror, or
both?

Two well­known Jewish jour­
nalists — one on the political
right, the other on the left —
will debate that question and oth­
ers about the future of Israel, for
the JCRC Fall Lecture as part of
our Israel @ 70 festivities on Sun­
day, October 15. 

It is universally accepted that if
you get two Jews in the same
room, you’re going to hear three
opinions. At the same time,
though, the Talmud records nu­
merous disagreements between
the sages Shammai and Hillel, de­
scribing them as disagreements
for the sake of heaven. Jews with
dramatically different points of
view have some core disagree­

ments. That can make for a lot of
heat. But thankfully, it can also
make for a lot of generative, re­
warding conversations. 

Unfortunately, these recent
years, we often find the topic of

Israel has become one of the most
contentious discussions happen­
ing in American Jewish communi­
ties. To come together as a Jewish
community, particularly around
Israel, we have to be able to talk

about it — even the most chal­
lenging questions and issues that
divide the Jewish community
about Israel.

On Sunday, October 15, the po­
larizing topic of Israel and U.S. re­
lations will move from newsprint
to podium when two well­known
journalists debate the current in­
ternal and external challenges fac­
ing the State of Israel.

From the left, the event will
feature J.J. Goldberg, editor­at­
large of Forward and former U.S.
bureau chief of The Jerusalem Re­
port.

From the right will be Jonathan
S. Tobin, award­winning opinion
editor of the Jewish News Service. 

This unique event offers the op­
portunity to hear two internation­
ally respected journalists from
opposite sides of the political
spectrum carry out a frank discus­

sion on the Jewish homeland.
They will demonstrate how you
can express diverse opinions in a
civil and constructive manner,
while identifying areas where
there is common ground. These
gentleman may reinforce your be­
liefs or open up a whole new per­
spective for you, regardless of
where you fall – left or right.

The program will take place on
Sunday, October 15, 7 PM in the
Sam Lerner Center for Cultural
Arts in Shalom Park. The event is
free and open the public but
RSVPs are requested. Charlotte­
JCRC@jewishcharlotte.org. A
dessert reception will follow the
program.Y

JCRC 2017 Fall Lecture 
Left Vs. Right: The Battle for Israel’s Soul

Israel @ 70 
Ancient Beauty. Modern Spirit.

Join us as we mark 70 years of statehood by exploring Israel’s 
extraordinary people, culture, history, and politics. Speakers, 

performers, artists, and celebrations will showcase the complexity
and diversity of contemporary Israel in a series of programs 

designed to entertain, educate, and inspire. We look forward to
celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday with you. 

See page 4 for an Israel @ 70 event snapshot.

Jewish War Veteran Post 765,
based in Charlotte, is pleased to
announce the premier of Jewish
American Soldiers, Stories from
World War II on Sunday, Novem­
ber 12 at 3 PM. The film, pro­
duced and directed by Full Scale
Productions of Charlotte, and
funded in large part by the Jewish
Federation of Greater Charlotte,
will be shown at the Regal Ballan­
tyne Theater, located in South

Charlotte.  
A project three years in the

making, the film scope, originally
conceived to capture stories from
five to seven veterans, will feature
interviews of 12 Jewish veterans
from the Charlotte area, who were
born both inside and outside the
United States, and spotlights their
experience as Jews serving in all
aspects of World War II. 

This film is part of the Char­

lotte Jewish Film Festival’s “Fall
Flicks” event. There will be no
charge for the event, but tickets
are required. For more informa­
tion, please go to charlottejewish­
film.com or see our ad on page
27. We look forward to hosting
you at this exciting event, so
please mark your calendars and
make plans to attend.Y

Local Jewish Veteran Group to Premier
Film on WWII Vets 

www.overtureprovidence.com
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Wednesday, October 4, erev Sukkot, 6:44 PM

Thursday, October 5, 2nd night Sukkot, after 7:39 PM

Friday, October 6, 6:42 PM

Wednesday, October 11, erev Shemini Atzeret, 6:35 PM

Thursday, October 12, erev Simchat Torah, after 7:29 PM
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Friday, October 20, 6:23 PM
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JEWISH FEDERATION NEWS

Andrews, Amy Cojac

Cherny, Gladys

Fox, Nadine

Golynsky, Jennifer

Harrison, Anik

Kraus, Marilyn

Lefkof, Amy

Miller, Joy

Mond, Staci Feldman

Norman, Judith

Peck, Adina

Rodgers, Roberta

Rousso, Heather

Pearl Society Members

The mission of the Jewish Fed­
eration of Greater Charlotte is to
raise and distribute funds to sup­
port and enrich the lives of Jews
locally, nationally, in Israel and
worldwide. Through education,
planning and community build­
ing, the Federation’s mission en­
sures that Jewish values, goals,
traditions and connections are
preserved for current and future
generations.

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte appreciates the
support from the boards of direc­
tors of the following beneficiary
agencies/institutions that have
achieved 100% giving to the
2017 Annual Campaign:

* Ballantyne Jewish Center
* Charlotte Jewish Day School
* Charlotte Jewish Preschool
* Congregation Ohr HaTorah
* Foundation for the Charlotte

Jewish Community
* Foundation of Shalom Park
* Hebrew Cemetery
* Jewish Council of Lake Nor­

man 
* Jewish Family Services
* Jewish Federation of Greater

Charlotte
* Jewish Preschool on Sardis
* Levine Jewish Community

Center
* Tikvah Charlotte

Agency
Boards
Achieve
100% 
Giving

2017 Family Campaign 
Bonim (Builders) $365­$999
Silverman, Richard and Janis

Shomrim (Guardians) 
$100­$364
DiDonato, Mark and Ariel
Liebstein, Ben and Margie

Chaverim (Friends) $1­$99
Leonard, Barry and Sherri

Ilan Ramon Society ­ 
New Gifts
Brams, Joe and Cindy

2017 Women’s Campaign
Pomegranate Society
$1800­$3599
Tarbis, Nancy

Shomrim (Guardians) 
$100­$364
Sigal, Margie

CJL
Greenspon, Stan
Udoff, Ross and Amy

Corrections to the 2017 Jewish
Federation Annual Listing of
Donors from September CJN

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte thanks and ac­
knowledges the following tributes
made through September 7.

In honor of Phil Brodsky and
Mindy Reinstein’s Engagement 
By: Larry and Dale Polsky

In honor of Sue Littauer’s 
Retirement
By: Lee Blumenthal, Ira Dunst
and Linda Greenfield, Ruth
Goldberg,  Paul Jacobs, Howard
Levine and Julie Lerner Levine,
Ed and Jill Newman, Marvin and
Anita Shapiro

In memory of Maxine Silverstein
By: Bruce and Karen Schlosberg

If you would like to make a
Tribute to the Jewish Federation,
please contact the Federation of­
fice at 704­944­6761. Y

Tributes to the Jewish
Federation Annual 
Campaign

Pearl Society members are women who celebrate their com­
mitment to philanthropy and our community by making a gift of
$180 or more to the Annual Campaign. Pearl Society members
are recognized with a unique pearl necklace. As a woman’s gift
continues and grows, her commitment can be distinguished with
the addition of colored pearl charms. Y

New Women’s Giving
Level
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The KEYS to a successful 
real estate transaction...

Buying...Selling...Relocating...

Ann and Andrew
are your KEYS  

to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.
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704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Greenspon & Associates is proud to 
announce its merger with Windermere 
Insurance Group. Since 1974, we’ve 
assisted clients with their group benefits, 
life & long term care insurance, annuities, 
business continuation planning,  
executive benefits, and 401(k) plans.

Our merger with Windermere enhances 
our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
level of service and expertise while also 
expanding our offerings to include  
property and casualty insurance.

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

A new home for the trusted service you 
expect from Greenspon & Associates 
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The Center for Jewish Educa­
tion’s (CJE) inaugural selection
for “One Book, One Jewish Com­
munity” is Home in the Morning
by Mary Glickman. This debut
novel explores the volatile 1960s
through the experience of a South­
ern Jewish man who marries a
Yankee Jewish women. It is a

coming of age story, both for its
Southern Jewish protagonist and
for America at the beginning of
the Civil Rights movement. The
novel is certain to inspire deep and
animated discussions about sub­
jects that tackle black­white rela­
tionships, Southern Jewish
culture, and the Civil Rights
Movement. 

While you’re reading this
year’s One Book, One Jewish
Community book (and perhaps
scheduling it for your book group
to read as well), our team at the
CJE is busy preparing an array of
resources and lists of related read­
ing. Check out our website
www.jewishcharlotte.org/CJE for
some great discussion questions
and guides and be sure to sign up
for our newsletter to receive the
latest information about our up­
coming events. 

This community­wide read of
Home in the Morning will culmi­

nate on Thursday, December 7
with a special appearance of au­
thor Mary Glickman who will dis­
cuss her book and her own
Southern­Jewish experience. 

Copies of Home in the Morning
are available to borrow or pur­
chase at the Levine­Sklut Judaic
Library, as well as online as a Kin­
dle version. 

There is no charge for this
event. Space is limited and pre­
registration is encouraged. For
more information, please contact
Debby Block, Center for Jewish
Education Program Coordinator,
704­944­6780 or debby.block@
jewishcharlotte.org Y

Connecting People One Book at a
Time: One Book, One Jewish 
Community
Thursday, December 7, 7 PM at the Sam Lerner
Center for Cultural Arts 

Please Note: 
NEW DATE
December 7

By Sue Littauer, CJE Book Club
Coordinator

My grandmother used to say
about my mom: “Some people
like to cook and clean, and some
people like to read.” The love of
reading is the legacy my mom
passed down to me and me to my
own children. When you are a
reader, you always have some­
thing to do … new worlds to dis­
cover, family histories to uncover,
people’s lives to become en­
meshed in, and mysteries to solve.
There’s nothing I like more than
to find a good book that keeps me
up reading until the wee hours of
the morning.

Everyone I know who is a
reader has a list of books stored on
their phones – books recom­
mended by friends. As the “book
club coordinator” for the Levine­
Sklut Judaic Library @ the CJE,
I’d like to become the “storing

house” for your recommenda­
tions. Share your comments about
books you’ve read that have a
Jewish theme or are written by a
Jewish author. Both positive and
negative reviews are helpful – just
let me know what you’ve read and
your thoughts.  

For instance, my book club just
read And After the Fire, by Lauren
Belfer, a powerful and passionate
novel, inspired by historical
events – about two women, one
European and one American, and
the mysterious choral masterpiece
by Johann Sebastian Bach that
changes both their lives. The
novel grapples the question,
“What if a brilliant musician was
also a rabid anti­Semite?” And
After the Fire can be checked out
for your reading pleasure at the
Levin­Sklut Judaic Library.

And the Levine­Sklut Judaic
Library @ the CJE is a great place
to share your love of reading, to
discover your next great read, and
to connect with other readers.
Come to the Levine­Sklut Judaic
Library @ the CJE on Wednesday,
October 11 at 10 AM to kick­off
the new CJE Book Club. Every­
one is welcome. The only crite­
rion for membership is a love of
reading, a desire for lifelong Jew­
ish learning and an interest in con­
necting and engaging with
like­minded peers.

During our organizational
meeting, we’ll meet and greet, as
well as share input about our
Book Club schedule and our se­
lections for 2017–2018. 

To sign up for the Book Club
and/or share book recommenda­
tions, please contact sueb.lit­
tauer@jewishcharlotte.org.Y

Love to Read? Come to the Center
for Jewish Education … Book Club
and More

Join us in the Levine­Sklut
Judaic Library @ the CJE 

on Wednesday, October 11 
at 10 AM to kick­off the 

new CJE Book Club

www.jewishcharlotte.org/CJE


This month over 150 teens
from Charlotte, Greensboro,
Raleigh, Winston Salem, Wilm­
ington, Asheville, Richmond,
Virginia Beach, Savannah,
Greenville, Charleston, and Au­
gusta will gather in Greensboro
for BBYO’s annual MIT/AIT
(new members to BBYO) conven­
tion. During the weekend, new

members learn all about BBYO
and make friends from across NC,
VA, GA, and SC. Older members
pass down knowledge and tradi­
tions of BBYO while new mem­
bers gain leadership skills and
learn to navigate and find their
home in BBYO. 

This convention has a lasting
impact on teens who attend. Lau­

ren Mond, who was
a new member last
year and current
Vice President of
programming for
Chai Chaverim
BBG in Charlotte,
shares her experi­
ence: 

“MIT/AIT (the
new member con­
vention in October)
was an experience
like no other. I
walked in super
nervous, as I was
meeting Jewish

teens from all over NC, VA, and
parts of SC and GA. My anxiety
quickly faded as soon as I sat
down. I remember seeing a few
friendly faces from Charlotte, and
I instantly felt at home because of

how welcoming everyone was. It
took me a while to realize that
everyone else was feeling the
same nervous yet excited feelings
as I was because this was also
their new member convention,
and everyone was looking to
make friends. I formed some re­
ally strong bonds with some kids
I met there and a few I still talk to
every day on the phone after
school. I’ve ended up rooming
with them at other conventions
and even went to a summer pro­
gram with a few of them. The ex­
perience you get from going to
MIT/AIT and the relationships
you build there are unique and
special. MIT/AIT was one of my
favorite conventions that I at­
tended because it really allowed
me to feel connected with my
Jewish identity, other Jewish
teens, and experience prayers in a
whole different way.” 

It’s never too late to join BBYO
and the convention is still open for
registration. Please contact the
BBYO office at 704­944­6734 or
eastern@bbyo.org. Y
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SUNDAY
OCTOBER 15

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 16

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 3

JANUARY
2018

FEBRUARY
2018

SUNDAY
APRIL 22

Israel @ 7      Israel @ 7       
C h a r l o t t eC h a r l o t t e

C

Join us as we mark 70 years of 
statehood by exploring Israel’s 
extraordinary people, culture, history, 
and politics.  Speakers, performers, 
artists, and celebrations will showcase
the complexity and diversity of 
contemporary Israel in a series of 
programs designed to entertain, 
educate, and inspire. 

We look forward to celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday with you!

SAVE THE DATE

JCRC FALL LECTURE
LEFT VS. RIGHT: THE BATTLE FOR ISRAEL’S SOUL
A CONVERSATION ON ISRAEL WITH JONATHAN TOBIN
AND JJ GOLDBERG 
7:00 PM | SAM LERNER CENTER FOR CULTURAL ARTS

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY KICK OFF EVENT 
EVENING WITH SHARON TAL, HEAD DESIGNER OF LUXURY ISRAELI 
FASHION HOUSE MASKIT AND MEGEMERIA JEWELRY
7:00 PM | SAM LERNER CENTER FOR CULTURAL ARTS

THE MAIN EVENT 
EVENING WITH DAN SHAPIRO 
FORMER AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL
7:30 PM | TEMPLE ISRAEL

ISRAEL STORY: ANCIENT LAND, MODERN TALES
AN UNFORGETTABLE BLEND OF STORYTELLING, LIVE MUSIC 
AND DAZZLING VISUALS, PORTRAYING THE INTRICACIES 
‘OF ISRAELI SOCIETY AND SHOWCASING ITS RICH PLURALITY.
MODELED AFTER NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO’S “THIS AMERICAN LIFE”

HUMANS OF TEL AVIV PHOTO EXHIBIT
FEATURING PHOTOGRAPHER EREZ KAGANOVITZ THE AMAZING 
SOCIAL FABRIC OF TEL AVIV IS UNRAVELED IN THIS PHOTO 
COLLECTION

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY FESTIVAL  
AN AFTERNOON OF FOOD, FUN AND GAMES 
IN HONOR OF YOM HA’ATZMAUT

TEMPLE  ISRAEL  IS  HIRING  
Senior    Director:  

Programs  &  Volunteer  Engagement
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Provide strategic direction and tactical oversight for synagogue programs  
   and related marketing efforts.
• Manage volunteer engagement (including recruitment and training).
• Support the Executive Director on a wide range of assignments. 
 
JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• At least three years of experience delivering outstanding programs and events.
• Excellent interpersonal, communication (written and oral), supervisory, and 
   organizational skills.   
• Knowledge of Conservative Judaism (ritual, values, history, practice) 
   strongly preferred.

More information and a complete job description  
are available at templeisraelnc.org. 
To apply, send cover letter, resume and 
salary requirements to gbernhardt@templeisraelnc.org.

Youth Visions
BBYO Teens Gear Up for
New Member Convention

B’nai B’rith Girls hanging together.

Lauren Mond, Jules Oringel, and
Isabella Turtletaub

www.templeisraelnc.org
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Why Hire a Salesman When You 
Can Hire a Sales Mensch?

w Free Market Analysis

w Free MEGA Open
House

w Fire Me Guarantee

Sell Tomorrow.Call Today. 

ANDY GRIESINGER 443­299­8946
www.SalesMensch.com

Call Today. Sell Tomorrow.

Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED ­ BONDED ­ INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Layouts for slabs ­ Rough­in and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

704­517­4918

On Wednesday evening,
September 6 the amazing
faculty of Hebrew High
gathered together to recon­
nect, rededicate, and prepare
for another year of Jewish
learning, growth and com­
munity building for our stu­
dents. This year’s group of
outstanding teachers con­
tains Jewish professionals
from all walks of life, in­
cluding rabbis, secular edu­
cators, tzedaka heroes, an
architect, and many more.
All of these exceptional role
models are eager to share
their expertise and love of
Judaism and Israel with the
next generation of commu­
nity leaders.

The group began the
evening by watching a video
entitled “I’m That Jew” by
Eitan Chitayat. The video
(you can see it on You Tube here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=
sjEXomjpXPU), is an ode the di­
versity of our people and the im­
portance of being open to
everyone, whether Jewish or not.
The teachers were than challenged
to define, in poetry form if possi­
ble, what kind of Jew they are.
Amy Montoni led the discussion
and her poem is included here:

I am that Jew.
That active Jew. That health food

Jew. That I run even when no
one is chasing me Jew. That be

good to do good Jew. 
That social Jew, that social

justice Jew, that social action
Jew, that society can really get

me down Jew.
That wine drinking Jew, that

Kiddush singing Jew, that pour
another cup for me and you Jew.

That New England Jew, that
Texan Jew, that North Carolina

and all the south Jew.
That know it all Jew, that know
nothing Jew. That listen to me

and learn something Jew.
That Israel loving Jew. That 
Israel questioning Jew. That 
two­state solution Jew. That

peacenik Jew.
That teaching Jew, that learning
Jew. That talking and hearing

Jew. That let’s listen to one 
another and make the world a

better place Jew.
That Democratic Jew. That 

Republican Jew. That 

Independent Jew. That Black
Lives Matter Jew. That Women’s

March Jew. That Antifa Jew.
That resist and protest Jew. 

That try to help your friends Jew.
That don’t get too involved Jew.

That motherly Jew. That 
childless Jew. That feminist Jew.

That hippie Jew. 
That all things to all people Jew.
That leave me alone for a while
Jew. That I­gotta­get­out­of­here

Jew.
That High Holiday Jew. That

Shabbat Jew. That every day of
the week Jew.

That let’s hold hands and be
friends Jew. That say a prayer

for peace with me Jew. 
Yeah, that Jew.

The staff was then treated to an
excellent workshop, led by Dr.
Racelle Weiman, Senior Director
of Global Education at the Dia­
logue Institute, Temple Univer­
sity. Dr. Weiman shared her
expertise on teaching Jewish stu­
dents in this scary time. She ex­
plained the characteristics needed
to create young people who are
upstanders in the face of bigotry,
bullying, and hate. All participants
left with new insight into develop­
ing personal courage for them­
selves and their students. Todah
rabah to Dr. Weiman for an excel­
lent learning experience.  

At Hebrew High our goal is to
create Jewish young adults, who
know who they are, where they

come from, and the right thing to
do in difficult situations, always
with an eye to Jewish learning and
Jewish values. Our staff is ready
for another great year with our
Jewish teens. Don’t let your child
miss the fantastic opportunity that
is Hebrew High. For more infor­
mation call Roz at 704­944­6782
or email rcooper@shalomchar­
lotte.org.Y

Hebrew Highlights

Hebrew High teachers and guest, left to right: Alison Winston, Rob Sisson, Rabbi
Helene Kornsgold, Stefan Pienkny, guest speaker Dr. Racelle Weiman, Hannah Kau­
nitz, Betsy Olinger, Amy Montoni, Jennifer Sawyer (in back), Donna deGroot, interim
director Roz Cooper, Janice Zacks, and Sam Swire.

Hebrew High teachers at their annual workshop.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjEXomjpXPU
www.malakjewelers.com
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JEFFERY A. DITESHEIM, MD, FACS
BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON

Dr. Ditesheim is board certified by the American 
Board of Plastic Surgery, the only board recognized 
by the American Board of Medical Specialties. To 
become board certified, a physician must complete 
a minimum of 5 years of surgical residency training, 
including at least 2 years of training specifically in 
plastic surgery, as well as pass rigorous written and 
oral examinations.

In addition, Dr. Ditesheim is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, an 
honor reserved for surgeons who have demonstrated highest professional standards 
for competency, ethical conduct, and training.

Dr. Ditesheim’s ultimate goal is to make you happy, giving you the beautiful results 
you want by using the latest in plastic surgery techniques and technology. He 
believes this goal fundamentally starts with a strong patient-doctor relationship.

9336 Blakeney Center Drive, Suite 130
Charlotte, NC 28277

EMPOWERMD.COM 
704 -542 -8686

SPECIALIZES IN

LIPOSUCTION

TUMMY TUCK

MOMMY MAKEOVER

BREAST AUGMENTATION

BREAST LIFT

BREAST IMPLANT REVISION

BREAST REDUCTION

GYNECOMASTIA

RHINOPLASTY

FACELIFT

FAT GRAFTING

EYELID LIFT

NECK CONTOURING

BOTOX

Dr. Ditesheim really listened. He wanted to 
know what I wanted, rather than trying to 
convince me what my ideal body should 
look like.”

“
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The new Jewish Learning Insti­
tute will recount 2000 years of
Jewish history through the lens of
six epic debates that rocked the
Jewish world and still resound
powerfully today.

Beginning Tuesday, October
31, at 7:30 PM for the evening
class and Wednesday November
1, 11 AM for the morning class,
the JLI of Charlotte will be offer­
ing a new six­session course from
the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute
(JLI), titled Great Debates in Jew­
ish History.

In commemoration of 70 years
since archeologist Eleazar
Sukenik purchased the first Dead
Sea Scroll in November of 1957,
the community is invited to exam­
ine and unlock the stories of these
ancient manuscripts and what
their texts reveal about the heated
dispute between the Dead Sea
Sect and the Jewish establish­
ment.

“Judaism welcomes debate and
discourse,” Rabbi Yossi Groner of
Chabad of Charlotte, and JLI in­
structor. “This JLI course invites
participants to gain fascinating in­
sight into six mega­debates that
have split the Jewish community
throughout our history—and

some of these matters continue to
be debated today.”

Great Debates in Jewish His­
tory raises such questions as: Why
were the authors of the Dead Sea
Scrolls opposed to rabbinic inter­
pretation? What motivated the
rebels at Masada? And what is the
Jewish perspective on taking up
arms in situations where defeat is
inevitable? What role does nation­
alism play in Judaism? Are faith
and reason are mutually exclu­
sive? What motivated the anti­
Maimonideans in banning—and
even burning—some of Mai­
monides’ works? And is religion
designed to be a private and per­
sonal experience, or one to be
proudly paraded in the public do­
main?

Great Debates in Jewish His­
tory offers a glimpse at six pivotal
debates that engulfed the Jewish
people at different periods of their
long history. On this journey, we
examine the background, motives,
ideologies, key events, and after­
math of these flare­ups. We will
seek the underlying ideologies
that led to each clash, explore why
these debates occurred when they
did, study how the two sides inter­
acted with each other and lived

through the tension, discuss the
consequences of the debate, and
learn by what means these dis­
putes were resolved.

Participants will discover how
these debates shaped the Jewish
future in important ways and will
gain a deeper understanding about
important features and nuances of
Jewish life today. In addition to
enlightening the past, the course
demonstrates how the past en­
lightens us, lending us valuable
lessons for navigating today’s
wide­ranging diversity among
different communities, advocacy
groups, denominations, and
philosophies.

“Our goal is to invite partici­
pants to seek out the rationale be­
hind both sides of each debate —
even sides they may disagree
with,” explained Rabbi Zalman

Abraham, of JLI international. “In
doing so, we hope to unite the
community around the very issues
that have divided us for so long.”

Like all JLI programs, this
course is designed to appeal to
people at all levels of knowledge,
including those without any prior
experience or background in Jew­
ish learning. All JLI courses are
open to the public, and attendees
need not be affiliated with a par­
ticular synagogue, temple, or
other house of worship.

Fee for the classes are $99 per
single and $180 per couple. Text
books will be provided to each

registered student.
Interested students may call our

office at 704­366­3984 or visit
www.myJLI.com for registration
and for other course­related infor­
mation. JLI courses are presented
in Charlotte in conjunction with
Chabad of Charlotte and Congre­
gation Ohr HaTorah.

JLI, the adult education branch
of Chabad­Lubavitch, offers pro­
grams in more than 800 locations
in the U.S. and in numerous other
countries. More than 400,000 stu­
dents have attended JLI classes
since the organization was
founded in 1998. Y

JLI to Introduce Exciting New Course This October
Six Jewish Debates Coming to Charlotte 

Simchat Torah celebration at
Ohr HaTorah is well­known for its
unlimited joy and upbeat Jewish
connection. This year’s great
event falls on Thursday October
12, beginning at 7:30 PM. The
celebration welcomes adults and
children and together as we all re­
joice with the Torah which is our
most treasured gift from God.

A festive holiday dinner will be
served along with plenty of
L’chaim for the adults.  Children
will lead the reciting of the Torah
verses in preparation to the danc­

ing. On Simchat Torah all Jews
unite, scholar and laymen in the
joy and thanksgiving to God for
imbuing our souls with the light of
Judaism as it is expressed in the
Torah.

The Simchat Torah celebration
will be held at Congregation
Ohr HaTorah, 6619 Sardis Road
in Charlotte and is open to the
entire community. For more
information please visit us at
www.chabadnc.org. Y

Simchat Torah Festivity at
Ohr HaTorah

www.myJLI.com
www.chabadnc.org
www.empowermd.com


704.944.6757 
www.jewishcharlotte.org

                                                     

www.jewishcharlotte.org
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Thursday, October 5, 2017 - 7:30pm
Halton Theater

Central Piedmont Community College

For tickets, visit 
charlotteconcerts.org
or call
704-330-6534

Friday, October 20, 2017 - 7:30pm
Halton Theater

Central Piedmont Community College

Thursday, February 15, 2018 - 7:30pm
McGlohon Theater

Spirit Square

Thursday, March 1, 2018 - 7:30pm
Halton Theater

Central Piedmont Community College

Monday, April 23, 2018 - 7:00pm
The Blumenthal Performing Arts Center
Second annual music performance competition 

showcasing the talents of CMS student musicians.

Thursday, January 18, 2018 - 7:30pm
Halton Theater

Central Piedmont Community College

NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC
STRING QUARTET GIL SHAHAM AND AKIRA EGUCHI THE 5 BROWNS

2017-2018
Majestic     Magical     Music

THE GERSHWIN BIG BAND THE CLIBURN GOLD 2017 MEDALIST
YEKWON SUNWOO A MUSICAL SHOWCASE

Charlotte Concerts Presents
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Join us in the Sukkah for
an awesome family event.
Delicious shake bar,
yummy dinner, and fabu­
lous entertainment. Do the
lulav shake and enjoy an
exciting evening with your
friends and family. 

Sunday, October 8, 5
PM 

$15 per person or $55 per fam­
ily

RSVP: Leah@JewishBallan­
tyne.com, 704­246­8881.
Lunch in the Sukkah at Sun City
Carolina Lakes

Bring your friends and join us
for a delicious lunch in the
Sukkah right in the middle of Sun
City. Choose the date that works

for you, either Monday, October
9 or Tuesday, October 10. Our
Sukkah will be located at the
home of Jacob and Betty Cohen,
23119 King Fisher and will begin
at 11:30. Suggested donation $15
per person. 

To RSVP email Rabbi@Jew­
ishBallantyne.com or call 704­
246­8881.Y

Join us for a grand Torah cele­
bration for kids and adults. Enjoy
a delicious dinner in the Sukkah
followed by dancing with the
Torah and a special program for
the kids. Simchat Torah is all
about unbridled joy, which sur­
passes even the joy of Sukkot.
The joy reaches its climax on
Simchat Torah, when we cele­
brate the conclusion – and restart
– of the annual Torah­reading
cycle.  

Thursday, October 12, 6:30
PM 

At the Ballantyne Jewish Cen­
ter, 8632 Bryant Farms Rd. 

Open to the Community Free
of Charge

RSVP Appreciated ­ Leah@
JewishBallantyne.com, 704­408­
1116. Y

Shakes in the Sukkah
A chic meet for parents and their
tots

Join our little friends in a trek
around the world to explore dif­
ferent countries, discover differ­
ent cultures, and develop a taste
for diversity.

Classes will be led by Leah
Levin and held at the Ballantyne
Jewish Center, 8632 Bryant
Farms Rd. 

Tuesday mornings, 9:30­10:30
AM

$5 per class. Appropriate for
ages 0­2. Children can attend with
a parent or a caregiver. 

Fall Dates: October 17, 24, 31,
November 7, 14, 28, December 5,
12

For more info email Leah@
JewishBallantyne.com or call
704­246­8881 or visit us online
www.JewishBallantyne.com. Y

Babyccino 

Kids, now it’s your turn. Kids
Mega Challah Bake happening on
Sunday, November 26. 

Check www.cltmegachallah.
com for details. Y

Dancing with the STARS
on Simchat Torah 

Mega Challah Bake 2017
340 Jewish Women gathered at Extravaganza, to bake Challah.

What an unbelievable energy in the room as we mixed, kneaded,
shaped, and prayed together.

Save the
Date

www.JewishBallantyne.com
www.cltmegachallah.com
www.charlotteconcerts.org


As the Jewish community of
York County, SC has continued to
grow, Temple Kol Ami has recog­
nized the need for rabbinic leader­
ship. Although the lay leaders of
TKA have done (and continue to
do) an outstanding job in leading
Kabbalat Shabbat services, High
Holidays, B’nai Mitzvah, and
more, a rabbi helps to bring Ju­
daism to another level in the York
County area. Through growth and
determination, TKA was able to
meet our goal of hiring a part­time
rabbi in 2017, welcoming Rabbi
Ana Bonnheim to our pulpit for
monthly Friday night services.
Rabbi Bonnheim has been a bless­
ing to our congregation, sharing

her warmth, intellect, and love of
Judaism with the community. We
look forward to continuing to
grow under Rabbi Bonnheim’s
guidance and nurturing. She will
be with us on the following dates
through the rest of 2017: October
13, November 3, and December
15. Dates for 2018 will be an­

nounced in the near future. 
In addition to Rabbi Bonnheim,

Temple Kol Ami has sponsored
two Shabbatons so far in 2017
through the generosity of a grant
from the Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte. Most recently,
we hosted Rabbi Bruce Aft from
Springfield, VA in late August.
Rabbi Aft led us in a beautiful
Kabbalat Shabbat service, stimu­
lating Torah study and a Havdalah
service which also featured a per­
formance by The Ruach, Char­
lotte’s amazing Jewish rock band.
You are invited to join us for our
next Shabbaton the weekend of
October 27­28 when we will wel­
come another rabbi courtesy of

the Institute for Southern Jewish
Life to lead us in prayer, study,
and cultural enrichment. Please
check our website www.tem­
plekolamisc.org for details of all
events which is free and open to
the public. Another Shabbaton is
planned for December 15­16, so
mark your calendars and keep an

eye out for more information
coming soon.

Temple Kol Ami is grateful to
have called Unity Presbyterian
Church in Fort Mill our home for
the last seven years. Due to exten­
sive renovations taking place at
Unity, TKA is moving to a new lo­
cation starting October 15. We are
pleased to announce our new
home will be Philadelphia United

Methodist Church at 1691 SC­
160, Fort Mill, SC, conveniently
located right off of I­77 at exit 85.
TKA has created many wonderful
memories at Unity Presbyterian,
and we are so excited to continue
our journey at Philadelphia
United. Please join us at our new
home in the near future to start
making memories with Temple
Kol Ami, a warm, welcoming and

inclusive Reform congregation in
York County. Contact us at
yorksynagogue@gmail.com or
803­701­0149 for more informa­
tion.Y
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ENHANCED IMAGES COSMETC SURGERY CENTER

REVEAL
a more beautiful

YOU
A wide array of non­surgical 

and surgical procedures whether
it’s your face, skin, body, or

breasts. 

We Provide Plastic Surgeons
Certified By The American
Board Of Plastic Surgery 

SMART LIPO
Buy One Area 
Get One Area 

FREE

10352 Park Rd, Charlotte

704­295­9099

Did you know we sell Life Insurance, too?  
Along with our tradition of excellence in Personal and Commercial

Insurance, we also offer a full line of  Life Insurance products to

meet your individual or business needs. 

Swimmer Insurance has been protecting our community with quality and affordable
insurance for families and businesses since 1953

www.swimmerinsurance.com

704­333­6694

725 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC  28207

Brian Meltsner, David Swimmer, and Craig Katzman

Call us to talk about it

Temple Kol Ami Brings Rabbinic Leadership to York County

Rabbi Ana Bonnheim and Temple Kol Ami congregants

Havurat Tikvah will celebrate
Sukkot on October 8, 4 PM, at the
deGroot residence. Participants
can sit in the Sukkot and wave the
lulav and etrog in traditional form.
Kosher snacks will be provided.

The congregation will observe
Simchat Torah this year on Octo­
ber 13 by taking a short road trip
on Friday evening to celebrate the
holiday at Temple Emanuel, 320
S. South St., in Gastonia, NC.
Carpooling will be arranged for
those who are interested in attend­
ing the festive occasion.

Havurat Tikvah is a warm, sup­
portive and nurturing Jewish Re­
constructionist congregation with
Shabbat services and a full spec­
trum of holiday observances, as
well as religious educational op­
tions for both adults and children.
We are a diverse group of fami­
lies, singles, and Jewish and inter­
faith couples who participate in
projects that promote social jus­
tice.

We value and depend upon
member participation and leader­
ship for our religious services,

spiritual growth and governance.
Havurat Tikvah is an affiliate

of the Jewish Reconstructionist
Communities, in association with
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College.

For more information on up­
coming services, programs,
membership or other queries,
call 980­225­5330, write to
Havurat Tikvah, P.O. Box 12684,
Charlotte, NC 28220, email mem­
bership@havurattikvah.org or
visit havurattikvah.org. Havurat
Tikvah is also on Facebook at
facebook.com/groups/havurattik­
vah/. Y

Havurat Tikvah Celebrates
Sukkot and Simchat Torah

www.templekolamisc.org
www.havurattikvah.org
www.facebook.com/groups/havurattikvah/
www.swimmerinsurance.com


What a thought provoking
statement, but with further explo­
ration has several logical answers.
There is a popular Emmy nomi­
nated television series by the same
name – “Who Do You Think You
Are?” based on a popular show in
the U.K., in which viewers get a
look at the family histories of pop­

ular celebrities. Lisa Kudrow
(“Friends”) serves as the execu­
tive producer for the show.
Kudrow was raised in a middle­
class Jewish family and had a Bat
Mitzvah. Her ancestors emigrated
from Belarus, Germany, Hungary,
and Poland, and some of them
lived in the village of Ilya, near

Minsk. As the Jewish community
evolves we need to recalibrate and
understand who we are where we
live and serve. The challenge is
knowing how to manage the scope
and resources. Determining the
best way to laser focus a group of
resilient volunteers running and
growing a synagogue can present

challenges and great reward.
Just like the process experi­

enced by the celebrities featured
on the television show, many of us
have our priorities revealed in lay­
ers at a personal level as we ma­
ture. This also holds true for
synagogue families. Who are we?
From the very beginning, Temple
Solel has always known we were
an inclusive Reform Congregation
and affiliated ourselves with the
URJ. We also knew we wanted to
“Heal the World” looking for
Tikkun Olam and Social Action
volunteer opportunities. What we
didn’t know until recently is we
were meeting an underserved
need in the Jewish community by
providing a friendly and collabo­
rative atmosphere for empty
nesters and baby boomers. After
our gold delegation signed up for
the URJ Biennial, we noticed a
topic, “Baby Boomers Sympo­
sium.” The syllabus describes,
“As Baby Boomers enter a new
stage of life, the Jewish commu­
nity faces an unprecedented chal­
lenge. Never before has the time
between 55 and 75 provided an
encore stage of life: an opportu­
nity for new profession, new chal­
lenges, and multiple decades of
opportunities to explore. As many
Boomers’ midlife careers and chil­
drearing responsibilities wind
down, they look ahead with hope
to an opportunity to engage – or
re­engage – in meaningful pur­
suits. The organized Jewish com­
munity can embrace this cohort
with a new approach to creativity,
collaboration, partnership and sa­
cred community­building. In fact,
as Boomers represent the largest
cohort of Jewish adults, our
growth and vitality as a movement
and as a community depend on it.”   

The last week of July, 20 Tem­
ple Solel members were hosted at
Jan Rose’s home in an action­
packed short and long­term strate­
gic planning session led by
Shelley Pawlyk. Also represented
were the voices of over 15 others
who responded to planning re­
quests by email when asked for
ideas and goals they felt were im­
portant to the Temple’s future.
There was a lot of discussion con­
cerning how we can meet the
needs of families with children,
which of course are extremely im­
portant. However, our largest cur­
rent base and strength is tutoring
and meeting the needs of single
parents and families of b’nai mitz­
vah aged youth. With the help of
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte’s Impact and Innovation
Fund grant we are in the process
of engaging an experienced reli­
gious studies facilitator to work
with our pre­b’nai mitzvah stu­
dents. Currently, we have approx­
imately five students who will be
preparing for their bar/bat mitzvah

over the next 12­24 months. 
Less than a month following

the strategic planning session, our
Past President, James Fox sup­
ported his daughter Julia Fox, to
kick off a Youth Group. Julia
called the parents and children in
the congregation.  The Youth
Group already started raising
money by pre­selling Apple
strudel as part of their first temple
youth group activity. The Temple
youth group is including children
of all ages in the congregation and
their parents, who are going to an
apple orchard to pick the apples
that will be used to make the
strudels. The money raised will be
donated to the Children’s Atten­
tion Home in Rock Hill. These
truly are “our” children who are
already emulating the values of
the examples being set before
them during times when so many
children and young people haven’t
yet experienced the value of help­
ing others.

The Lancaster Back To School
Bash was a huge success. Local
community leaders rose to the
challenge of organizing an event
for a much larger number than
originally planned for. They re­
ceived a response from approxi­
mately 500, then sought more
donations to serve almost 700
children. The event provided
socks, shoes, haircuts, backpacks,
and school supplies to Lancaster
families. Members of Temple
Solel worked side­by­side with
other interfaith volunteers to reg­
ister children and helped set up the
stations where the children chose
their back packs and school sup­
plies. Mara Cobe also sorted and
packed boxes for teachers of two
different schools to ensure they re­
ceived much­needed supplies. The
Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte’s Impact and Innovation
Fund grant was instrumental in us
purchasing back packs to donate
to the event. There were hundreds
of children accompanied by adults
lined up around the USC Lan­
caster Bradley building for more
than an hour in advance early on
a Saturday morning to make sure
they got supplies needed for
school due to start the following
week. 

Dale Rivers agreed to start up
the new Brotherhood. An initial
get­together was already held on
an evening and the group attend­
ing expressed they wanted to meet
monthly. The next meeting is
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To learn more, schedule your FREE
cosmetic consultation today: 

704.542.2220
5815 Blakeney Park Dr., Suite 100, Charlotte, NC 28277 

Tired of your 
double chin?

Melt stubborn chin fat with Kybella, 
an FDA-approved injectable, with no downtime.

Before           After

Who Do You Think You Are?

Temple Solel members surround Pastor Mark Devito of Cornerstone Church
at services on August 27.

(Continued on next page)

THE
BEDROCK CHRONO

FOR THE WEEK 
& THE WEEKEND

THIN ENOUGH TO SLIDE UNDER THE CUFF. TOO HANDSOME TO KEEP HIDDEN
NOW AVAILABLE IN CHRONOGRAPH

www.ppsd.com
www.davidsltd.com


going to be dedicated to dis­
cussing possible projects for the
Brotherhood. All were asked to
bring their ideas. Tanya Trachten­
berg is planning events and Sister­
hood is targeting a start­up after
the High Holy Days. We had two
new congregant leaders partici­
pate in the last Board Meetings,
which are open to all of our mem­
bers. This type of participation is
critical and helps breathe new life
into the volunteer base. The two­
hour board meetings inspire peo­
ple to keep building momentum
and take action towards common
goals as a congregation.   

Connecting individual people’s
talents to existing needs is para­
mount to the success of any or­
ganization. A perfect example can
be found within the beautiful
heartfelt Torah Cover and separate
Torah blanket made by Helaine
and Gerry Yancy given in memory
of their son, Kevin who we lost
last year at this time. Helaine’s
skills are evident when seeing the
quality of the tapestry work she
created, which will be used for the
High Holy Days and other future
services in years to come. 

In business, it is now proven
that focus and further developing
strengths is more critical than
solving perceived gaps. What we
were not expecting during our
strategic planning is how impor­
tant it is to embrace and grow our
other strength, empty nesters, and
baby boomers. We are focused on
people, relationships, and commu­

nity. If you are looking for a lay
led havarah atmosphere with a
balance between ritual and fellow­
ship, please take time to visit a
service. We regularly provide both
tradition and new opportunities,
whether it’s sponsoring an educa­
tional event, a presentation on Is­
rael or scheduling an inter­faith
experience. Between our youth
and boomers, these two groups
meet the third primary focus of
the congregation, which is an out­
stretched arm to the communities
around us in SC. That is exactly
what Temple Solel is doing and
we are embracing who we are 

We had another wonderful ex­
perience at our annual interfaith
visit to Cornerstone Fellowship in
Pineville, NC on Sunday, August
27. Pastor Mark Devito is a good
friend of Temple Solel and the
Jewish community at large. He is
also the Pastor of a small congre­
gation called Cornerstone similar
to ours in size and feeling of a
havurah. There were visitors pres­
ent from Temple Solel, Temple Is­
rael, and Temple Beth El who
sang along with the musicians
playing keyboards, guitars, and
various drums. We listened to a
special interactive sermon encour­
aging all those who attended to
embrace being grateful, tied to our
Hebrew text in Tehillim 101: 4­5
“Enter into His gates with thanks­
giving, And into His courts with
praise; Give thanks unto Him, and
bless His name. For the Lord is
good; His mercy endures forever;

And His faithfulness unto all gen­
erations.” It is a meaningful and
fun experience different from our
own services. Pastor Mark (as he
is affectionately known) is also

the Director of Operations for
Derek Prince Ministries in Char­
lotte, who graciously print our
Yizkor books each year for the
High Holy Days.  

For more information visit
our website at: www.temple­
solelsc.org or call 803­619­
9707. Y
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COTSWOLD

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

(704) 246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

(704) 495-6031

T O U R S  D A I L Y   |   W W W. WA L T O N W O O D . C O M   |   W W W. S I N G H J O B S . C O M

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

With beautiful upscale communities located 
in your favorite neighborhoods, you’ll be closer to your 

loved ones than ever before. 

Visit a Waltonwood community
near you today!

WA LT O N WO O D S E N I O R L I V I N G

Bringing Families 
Together

Temple Solel
(Continued from previous page)

www.atcharlotte.org
www.templesolelsc.org
www.waltonwood.com
www.singhjobs.com
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This Is How We Teach

OPEN HOUSE
THURS., NOV. 2
9am - 2:30pm

By Rabbi Judy Schindler, Rabbi
Emerita, Temple Beth El

“Audacious hospitality” is the
vision for how the nearly 900 con­
gregations of the Reform Move­
ment welcome individuals into
their midst. While first articulated
in 2013 by our movement’s presi­
dent, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the con­
cept of audacious hospitality is not
new ­ it goes back to our origins
as a people. Our patriarch and ma­
triarch, Abraham and Sarah, were
known for hospitality. According
to rabbinic tradition, their tent was

open on all four sides to welcome
any traveler passing by. 

Here’s how audacious hospital­
ity has played and continues to
play a prominent role in Reform
Judaism:

Interfaith Families
In 1978, my father, Rabbi

Alexander Schindler, of blessed
memory, saw the need to expand
our welcome to non­Jewish
spouses marrying into our com­
munity. As President of the Re­
form movement, he said to his

Board: “We must remove the ‘not
wanted’ signs from our hearts. We
are opposed to intermarriage but
we cannot reject the intermarried.
And we cannot but be aware that
in our current behavior we com­
municate rejection. If Jews­by­
choice often feel alienated by our
attitudes and behavior, how much
more alienated do the non­Jewish
spouses of our children feel? … I
believe that it is time for our
movement to launch a carefully
conceived outreach program.”  

That actualized goal of opening
hearts and doors to the intermar­
ried has strengthened us. The em­
brace extends to children of
interfaith marriages. The Reform
movement, built from its incep­
tion on the notion of the equality
of men and women in religious
life, affirmed equality in Jewish
parenting. In 1983, a rabbinic res­
olution on patrilineal descent de­
clared that the child of one Jewish
parent, whether the mother or the
father, would be presumed to be
Jewish if established through
timely acts of identification with
the Jewish people. 

The vision for outreach in­
cluded our vibrant program for
inviting those who are “reli­
giously unpreferenced” to con­
sider Judaism as a life’s path. My
father said, “When you see a great
movie, you don’t hesitate to say to
others, ‘You should see this
movie.’ When you read a great

book, you suggest others read it,
too. Why wouldn’t you do the
same with Judaism?” 

The revolutionary vision for
outreach that brought myriads of
dedicated Jews into our midst,
was mirrored by a call for inreach.
My father would ask rhetorically,
“What purpose is outreach, pray
tell, if there is nothing within?” 

Temple Beth El has a richness
of opportunities of both outreach
and inreach – from an Elements of
Judaism course introducing Jew­
ish belief and practice to Uptown
Talmud to weekly Torah study.
We have Jewish Living Groups,
The Porch for young adults and
families with young children,
S.P.I.C.E. programs for seniors,
and empty nester and baby
boomer engagement initiatives. 

LGBT Inclusion
Last month, Temple Beth El

proudly hosted Charlotte’s Gay
Pride Interfaith Service. Thank­
fully, that act was not revolution­
ary. In 1965, the Women of
Reform Judaism passed a resolu­
tion decriminalizing homosexual­
ity. With each decade, the
movement broadened its advo­
cacy and expanded its embrace –
welcoming LGBT members, or­
daining LGBT clergy; fighting for
equal protection under the law;
and affirming the rights of Reform
rabbis to officiate at same­sex
unions and then marriage. 

At Temple Beth El, LGBT in­
dividuals and families are part of
the fabric of our community. Our
Keshet Committee provides space
for allies to support them both in­

side and outside the synagogue.

Jews of Color
The Reform movement affirms

“Jewish diversity, in all its hues, is
no longer a wave – it is the ocean
of Jewish life.” Ten percent of the
American Jewish population iden­
tify as Jews of color (according to
Gary Tobin’s 2005 study). At
Temple Beth El, as at congrega­
tions across our country, we re­
joice in the beautiful diversity of
congregants and work with inten­
tionality to ensure that they feel
included. Our commitment to
racial justice becomes not an issue
of others in the community – it is
our issue, too. 

Disabilities Inclusion
The 2010 renovation of Temple

Beth El’s sanctuary so that all
could have access to the bima is
symbolic of our commitment to
ensuring that those with disabili­
ties feel at home. Our congrega­
tion is partners with Temple Israel
in supporting our Tikvah Char­
lotte religious school that cele­
brates and educates our special
needs students. 

Innovation in response to
modernity is a hallmark of Re­
form Judaism. From creating
compelling opportunities for mil­
lennials to our seniors, Temple
Beth El recognizes that inclusion
takes courage and commitment. In
this world, where rhetoric of ex­
clusion can be heard daily, Re­
form synagogues become true
sanctuaries and communities of
warmth that lift hearts, heal souls,
and affirm equality. Y

Audacious Hospitality

“KOSHER” READY KITCHEN IN 
LUXURIOUS HOME

2 dishwashers, 2 full sinks, 2 ovens, large pantry for storage of pots and pans, 
easily­cleaned marble countertops. Ideal for multi­generational family: 

12,000 sq. ft., 6 bedrooms, 6 full bathrooms, 2 half bathrooms, and numerous
unique upgrades. MLS 3302088
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Your children should 
live and be well.

www. .com

Call us today for 
your complimentary 

consultation.

704-412-4200

Help set them up for a successful future with 
leadership skills, career clarity and the 
all-important communication/people skills.

5960 FAIRVIEW ROAD, SUITE 400
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28210

TEL: 704.523.2202 w FAX: 704.496.2716
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM w WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

ESTATE PLANNING,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,
GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX LAW,

BUSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

Temple Kol Tikvah in David­
son, NC, under the leadership of
Rabbi Michael Shields, is organ­
izing a trip to Israel. The trip is
open to anyone who wishes to ex­
perience Israel first hand. Young
or old, Jewish or not, first timer or
a repeat traveler, everyone is wel­
come to join in this unique expe­
rience.

The trip itinerary is robust and
includes the “essential Israel”
stops as well as some unique op­
portunities sprinkled throughout.
The all­inclusive cost is approxi­
mately $3,600 per person. This in­
cludes the flights from Charlotte
to Tel Aviv, nine days and eight
nights in premium hotels and Kib­
butz guesthouses, group travel and
sightseeing throughout Israel with
a certified tour guide, most meals,
and other amenities.

The touring in Israel is operated
by Vered HaSharon Travel and
Tours (VeredGo.com), an Israeli
company with 40 years of experi­
ence in the travel industry. State­
side arrangements are through the
Mann Travel Agency (MannTrav­
els.com) who is helping with all
the organizational and managerial
aspects of the trip.  

We welcome the Jewish com­
munity of greater Charlotte, as
well as family and friends, to join
us in this amazing life­changing

experience. 
For more information

go to www.TKTIsrael­
Trip.org where you will
find a detailed itinerary,
pricing information, a
slide show highlighting
the sites to be visited, and a host
of Frequently Asked Questions
and Answers.  To sign up or re­
quest additional information, call

the Temple’s office at 704­987­
9980 or email admin@tem­
plekoltikvah.org. Y

Join Temple Kol Tikvah Trip to Israel,
October 22 to November 1

By Rabbi Chanoch Oppenheim,
Charlotte Torah Center

Asher Zvi Hirsch Ginsberg,
primarily known by his pen name
Echad Ha’am, was one of the pre­
eminent secular Zionist thinkers
in the early 20th century and is
considered the founder of cultural
Zionism. He once famously re­
marked, “More than the Jews
have kept the Sabbath, the Sab­
bath has kept the Jews.” In an ar­
ticle in The Forward (“Remember
the Sabbath,” 3/31/10), Judith
Shulevitz explained: “What he
meant goes well beyond Jewish
survivalism. He meant that the
regulation of time through the
laws of the Sabbath gave the Jews
the chance to regroup in commu­
nities at the end of every week,
and that that regrouping sustained
their Jewish identity.”

I was thinking of the “more
than the Jews have kept the Sab­
bath …” quote after Shabbat this
week due to a unique circum­
stance that came our way. Hurri­
cane Irma was blazing a
frightening path heading toward
South Florida and millions of peo­
ple were going to be affected.
Many of those millions were not
able to evacuate due to age, sick­
ness, or other circumstances. One
special needs group was the Sab­
bath observers. They were leaving
on Wednesday or Thursday and
were looking for a place not only
to escape but also one that would
be friendly to their Shabbat obser­
vance. The city that played the
greatest leadership role to address
this issue was Atlanta. Syna­
gogues joined forces and found
housing and meals for close to

1500 people. There was a com­
munal kumzitz (gathering with
soul touching music and — of
course — great food). There were
other communal meals as well as
a communal breakfast on Sunday
morning. The local Federation
and the Orthodox Union (OU)
joined forces to absorb massive
expenses and it was truly a case of
Jewish unity. 

Still in all, Atlanta was not a vi­
able route for everyone. Some
could not get a flight, others had
logistical reasons why Atlanta
was not working out for them. To
whom did they turn? Here at The
Charlotte Torah Center, we were
overjoyed when the calls started
coming; it was a mitzvah oppor­
tunity we did not want to miss.
We ended up hosting an eclectic
group: college students from
America and Panama attending U
of Miami and FIU, a family from
Fort Lauderdale, and others.
There were different levels of re­
ligious observance among our
guests ranging from not at all re­
ligious to Shomer Shabbat (Sab­
bath observant). As you might
imagine, it did not take long for us
to realize that our guests did much
more for our Shabbat experience
than we did for theirs. As I looked
around at the guests, I knew I
needed to savor the moment. The
Jewish Sabbath was the one thing
that united a group of strangers.
The same way that a college
freshman, who is away from
home for the first time, ends up at
Hillel or some other Jewish or­
ganization because (s)he is look­
ing for a comfortable and safe
environment, so too was the case

for our guests. They were looking
for a heimish place to rest their
overworked minds and bodies. At
the Shabbat table were people
from Ukraine, Germany, Panama,
Israel, New York, New Jersey,
Cincinnati, and other states —
and even a few from Charlotte.  

Unfortunately, many things di­
vide the larger Jewish community
today. Even Israel, the universal
Jewish unifier for close to seventy
years, is now a source of divisive­
ness for some. But one thing has
remained constant: the Sabbath. It
has been part of the collective
Jewish conscience for over 3,000
years. Irma caused people to sep­
arate from their communities and
Shabbat caused them to be united
with others. Is it the familiar foods
or rituals — or is it something
else? No one knows for sure but
one thing is certain; the wonderful
smell of fresh challah, chicken
soup, and kugel, some standard
rituals, as well as comradery with
other Jews provided the wonder­
ful feeling of being home — even
for people who physical home
was hundreds or even thousands
of miles away. 

“More than the Jews have kept
the Sabbath, the Sabbath has
kept the Jews.” So pithy and true
but it took a devastating hurricane
to bring home the point to this
Jew. Y

Hurricane Irma and the Radiance of
Shabbat

www.TKTIsraelTrip.org


By Harry Sparks, President, Jew­
ish Family Services

As we enter into the Jewish
New Year I am always energized
by the opportunity we each have
for renewal; the chance we are
given to cleanse our souls by ask­
ing for forgiveness so we can truly
get a fresh start. 

And as in many years past, I
have found myself feeling blessed

with family and community and
motivated by the possibilities the
New Year brings. But this year I
also find myself conflicted by
these feelings. Recently, I came
across an article that talked about
recognition for different social
causes during the month of Octo­
ber. I could not believe how many
there were. The number of causes
has become so expansive it almost

diminishes real meaning for any
particular cause until you realize
the importance of them, like do­
mestic violence, hunger, and men­
tal health; all recognized during
the month of October. And herein
lies my conflict. How can I be so
optimistic when I know so many
in our community are suffering?
How can someone who does not
feel safe, or does not have enough
food have a positive outlook?
How can that same person who
has an illness that does not allow
them to control their own emo­
tions or behaviors look to the fu­
ture with hope? 

And then I remind myself that
within the confines of this won­
derful campus we call Shalom
Park, down a quiet hallway sits
Jewish Family Services, “the heart
of our community.” As President
of the Board of Directors of JFS,

I know all too well that the suffer­
ing I describe truly exists in our
community. I also know that
through a small, committed and
talented staff, that the healing our
community needs is taking place.
I am in constant awe of the impact
that JFS has on the people they
serve. Each and every day the
staff at JFS start anew to ensure
that seniors in our community
aren’t feeling isolated or alone and
that families who do not have
enough food to feed their children
are getting what they need. The
staff at JFS is ensuring that
women and children are safe and
that people suffering from depres­
sion, anxiety or other mental
illnesses that impact their day­to­
day lives are being given the tools
they need to manage their lives
and be successful. Over the next
year, JFS, along with our commu­

nity partners, will collectively and
collaboratively implement an ini­
tiative to educate and raise aware­
ness of the impact mental health
has on our community. Look for
both professional and community
opportunities to engage in dia­
logue about the impact of mental
illness on a family, learn the warn­
ing signs of suicide, access on­line
resources and, of course, have
professional support available
when needed.   

As you read this, I hope you are
comforted, as I am, by knowing
that we have JFS available and ac­
cessible to any and all of us in a
time of need. Enclosed in this
month’s issue of The Charlotte
Jewish News is our annual Family
to Family campaign brochure. It is
our hope that you take a moment
to learn why JFS, “the heart of our
community,” is so important and
how you can be the reason for
hope and healing in our commu­
nity. Y
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9611 Idlewild Road, Charlotte, NC  28227

LET US SOLVE YOUR AUTO 
REPAIR PROBLEMS
Honest w Trustworthy w Reasonable 

Transmissions Rebuilt Expertly 
at Fair Prices

NCDMV Inspections Available.  RU Due?

704-228-0020

CREECH CAR CARE CENTERS, INC.

I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year!I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS­1568750­081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC

L2 Financial
15720 Brixham Hall Ave., Ste 575

Charlotte, NC 28277
704­609­7505    larry.horowitz@skype  

www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

Jewish Family Services
Jewish Family Services, the Heart of the Community

IN MEMORY OF
Martin Hurlich to Robin

Atkins, Harriet Hurlich, and Lisa
Sherrill from Steven and Susan
Meyer, Rose Atkinson

The sister of Tami Bernat from
Steven and Susan Meyer

Deane Boxer to Elizabeth Ann
Boxer, Evan and Geneva Boxer,
and Kenneth Boxer from Paul and
Lynn Edelstein, Maxwell and
Susan Greenman, Eric and Susan
Lerner

Sheila Kasten to Roni Fishkin
from Jonathan and Stephanie
Simon

The father of Gloria Grifen­
hagen from Philip and Barbara
Guller

Leigh Jacobson to Bob Jacob­
son from Leonard and Karen Fox,
Maxwell and Susan Greenman,
Michael Raines and siblings

The mother of Tanya Musler
from Marion and David Kronovet

Victor Osborne to Gale Os­
borne and Richard Osborne from
Bob Jacobson

Norman Palin to Nikki Palin
from Maxwell and Susan Green­
man

Fran Rusgo to Edwin and
Leslie Rusgo from Alan and
Madeline Aron

Maxine Silverstein to Gary Sil­
verstein from John Balsley, Daniel
and Nancy Coblenz, Alen and
Mary Dubin, Leonard and Karen
Fox, Maxwell and Susan Green­
man, Philip and Barbara Guller.
Mama Ricotta’s Kings Point,
LLC, NCL, Martin Oxman

Martha Sussman, mother of
Alan Sussman, to Alan and Denise
Sussman from Bob Jacobson

Mike Tunney to Natalie Tun­
ney from Bob Jacobson

Barry Weinstock to William
Weinstock from Maxwell and
Susan Greenman

Bob Yudell to Anne Yudell
from Philip and Barbara Guller

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Anita Grey from Maxwell and

Susan Greenman

IN HONOR OF
Eric and Susan Lerner from

Jonathan and Tess Berger

WISHING A FULL AND
SPEEDY RECOVERY TO

Mark Perlin from Marion and
David Kronovet

Mark Rothman from Marion
and David Kronovet

Debbie Vitale from Marion and
David Kronovet

MAZEL TOV ON
The birth of Jack to Becca and

Jeffrey Stern from Jason and
Karen Spiegler Y

Donations to JFS in August 2017

Volunteers: Rick Abrams,
Bonnie Berman, Bill Brightman,
Chaim Burke, Suzy Catenazzo,
Dan Coblenz, Jennifer Collman,
Shannon Crystal, Sheryl Effern,
Rob Friedman, Maggie Fogel,
Mel Frank, Marc Gentile,  Neil
Golub, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail
Halverson, Bob Jacobson, Brooks
Jaffa, Eric Lerner, Gary Lerner,
Kim Levy, Matt Luftglass, Harriet
Meetz, Frada Mozenter, Allan
Oxman,  Barbara Rein, Dana
Rubin, Louis Sinkoe, Harry
Sparks, Jeff & Stacy Strauch, Sara
Stinemetz, Liz Wahls, Amalia
Warshenbrot, Mike Weinberg, Jan
Weiner, Mary Wennen, Dori
Whitman, Nancy Wielunski

Food Pantry Donations: Jerry
Klein, Robbie McGinley, Hebrew
School of the Arts, Mega Challah
Bake Committee, Temple Beth El
and Temple Israel Congregants,
Shalom Park Community Gardens

Hadassah Cooks: Lillian Bi­

enstock, Cathy Bogus, Teresa
Brenner, Ilene Cantor, Sharon Ca­
vanaugh, Gladys Cherny, Sara
Friedman, June Hirschman,
Sandy Hoagland, Bob Jacobson,
Fran Kaplan, Karen Kantrowitz,
Fran Kaplan, Judy Kaufman,
Penny Krieger, Lois Mazer, An­

drea McCleary, Harriet Meetz,
Phyllis Romaine, Joyce Stoll

Special Recognition: Janice
Nalibotsky for calligraphy serv­
ices, Tzedakah Kosher Mart Cus­
tomers Y

JFS Volunteers and Donors for 
August 2017

Important Notice from the 
Foundation of Shalom Park

We have exciting news to share: 

This fall Shalom Park will add a second exit lane to the
main drive. When it is complete, exiting the park on 
Providence Road will be faster and more efficient. 

The project will necessitate closure of the main entrance
for three weeks this fall. 

Please look for more information and specific dates 
in upcoming agency newsletters and e­blasts. 



In late July, the Shalom Park
Freedom School (SPFS) wrapped
up its seventh successful summer
of providing a six week literacy,
cultural enrichment and character
building camp for 80 elementary

school­aged students on the LJCC
campus.

Some highlights included: 
* A visit from Hugo of the

Charlotte Hornets and the Hornets
Book Bus

* Performances of The Little
Mermaid at the Blumenthal Per­
forming Arts Center and James
and the Giant Peach at CPCC

* Visits to Monkey Joe’s, Sky
High Trampoline Center, Ray’s
Splash Planet, and Discovery
Place

* Roller skating, swim, and
chess lessons, bowling and
Scholastic Book Fairs

* Afternoon enrichment activi­
ties such as rocketry, linocuts,
music, art, drama and dance, sto­

rytelling, Zumba, Community
Garden, mindfulness training, and
many more.

* A Great Day of D.E.A.R.
(Drop Everything and Read) with
community volunteers and our

scholars.
A special thank you to:
* Our agency partners Levine

JCC, Temple Israel, Temple Beth
El, Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte, Foundation of Shalom
Park, Levine­Sklut Judaic Library,
Jewish Family Services, and
Charlotte Jewish Day School for
providing facilities, logistical sup­
port, staff time and funding. 

* Our more than 150 volunteers
who served as reading buddies,
afternoon activity assistants, field
trip chaperones, site set up and
break down helpers, photogra­
phers, and filled many other es­
sential roles. 

* Izzy’s Catering, who pre­
pared 4,350 breakfasts and

lunches for our scholars. 
* Our Harambee readers, who

started our scholars’ days off with
great books.

* Second Harvest Food Bank
and donors Hendrick Automotive
Group, Assistance League, and
Walmart, who ensured that our 80
scholars took home backpacks
filled with food that they could
share with their families each
weekend.

* Our college student Servant
Leader Interns and Site Coordina­
tor who are the front lines against
summer reading loss and help op­
erate the SPFS site.

* Our 33 Teen Board members
who volunteered as classroom and
administrative assistants full­time
for two weeks, a total of 80 hours
each. 

Preparations for next summer’s
Freedom School will begin this
fall. To learn how you can get in­
volved, contact co­chairs Lisa
Garfinkle (slgarfinkle@wind­
stream.net) or Marcia Stern (cha­
lyce@aol.com). Stay connected
with us all year long by following
us on Facebook (Shalom Park
Freedom School) or visiting our
website (www.spfreedomschool
.org). Y
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School
Shalom Park Freedom School Concludes
Another Successful Summer

Freedom School scholars are grateful to Shalom Park for a great summer

Signature Experiences Show
October 15, 2017 | 2pm-5pm

Ballantyne Hotel Charlotte, NC

Unlock a World of 
luxury Travel!

Don’t miss Hundred’s of luxury 
vacation opportunities under 

one roof!

RSVP at www.manntravels.com

800-343-6266

Like us on Facebook: 
Charlotte Jewish News

“God appeared 

to Solomon and said to 

him, ‘Ask what I shall 

give you.’ And Solomon

said to God, ‘You have

shown great kindness 

to David, my father, 

and have made me king

in his stead … Give me

now wisdom and 

knowledge that I may go

out and come in before

this people; for who can

judge these your people,

that are so great?” 
– 2 Chronicles, 1:7­8

www.manntravels.com
www.spfreedomschool.org
www.homeswithcachet.com


Morah Jayme and Avi are up to
some fun adventures to begin the
2017­2018 school year at the Jew­
ish Preschool on Sardis. This time,
they began Avi’s Kippah Adven­
tures with our four­year­old class­
room.  

“Avi loves to do a mitzvah, but
sometimes he doesn’t get it quite
right.  Avi is always losing his fa­
vorite kippah. Don’t worry,
though, Avi’s kippah is busy hav­
ing adventures and doing mitzvot
all on its own. Let’s take a trip and
see where Avi’s kippah has been
…”

It works like this:
* Children take Avi’s kippah on

adventures and they take photos of
where the kippah (and kids) have
been.

* Families snap photos of those
adventures and mitzvot

* Some ideas for Avi’s kippah
are taking it to run errands at the
store or doing a mitzvah like help­
ing a family member or friend, it
could also be participating in daily
schedules like brushing teeth or
making challah, and possibly on
some adventure like going to the
park, to a game, or possibly on a
trip with the family.

* Once the adventures have
happened, and lots of photos
taken, send the kippah to a family
member or friend who lives in an­
other place. Ask them to enjoy the
same fun and to send the kippah
and photos back.

As the family members return

the photos to the Jewish Preschool
on Sardis, Morah Jayme will print
the photos and the class will have
a book to share their stories with
one another. We can’t wait to see
where Avi’s kippah ends up. How
far do you think it will travel?
What is the most exciting adven­
ture do you think the kippah will
experience?

JPS is excited to hear of the ad­
ventures and we hope you’ll get to
see some of the photos if you join
us for Brunch in the Sukkah on

Sunday, October 8. See our ad on
page 25 for details or contact our
office at 704­364­8395 for more
information. Chag Sameach
Y’all! Y

CJDS is proud to announce the
first recipients of the Vitner Fam­
ily Scholarship, Rosie and Daniel
David. Their daughter Sarah is a
first grader at Charlotte Jewish
Day School, moving to CJDS
from public school.  Rosie is the
current Board President of the
Jewish Preschool on Sardis, past
PTO President, and has served on
the steering committee for Joined
in Education (JIE). She has volun­
teered at Super Sunday for the
past three years and is active at the
Ballantyne Jewish Center, where
she has helped with Shabbatons
and other holiday celebrations.

Amy and Mark Vitner estab­
lished this scholarship as a reward
to families who have shown an
exceptional commitment to fur­
thering Jewish life for their family
and for the community in Char­
lotte. Amy and Mark have three
children who graduated from
CJDS. Since their children have
graduated from CJDS and are ex­
periencing success in school and
positive growth as individuals,
they want to make a Jewish edu­
cation available to more families
involved in the Jewish commu­
nity. Amy, a past President of the
Board of Directors at CJDS noted,
“We are proud of the education
and care that our children have re­
ceived at CJDS and want more
families to benefit from the Jew­
ish values that are instilled in our
children. We want to encourage
and help active young families to
experience and gain from this
very special institution.” Amy and
Mark are very engaged members

of the Charlotte Jewish commu­
nity, serving on the boards of the
Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte, The Foundation for the
Charlotte Jewish Community, and
the Hebrew Cemetery, in addition
to CJP and CJDS.

The scholarship will be
awarded annually to one family.
The recipient will receive up to
$5000 towards CJDS tuition over
a three­year period as follows:

* Year 1­$1000
* Year 2­$2000
* Year 3­$2000
The scholarship is a needs­

blind reward for young parents
who wish to give their children a
quality education steeped in Jew­
ish values, learning, and traditions
and are deeply passionate about
serving the Jewish community.
Minimum eligibility requirements
includes:

* Must be a new family apply­
ing to Charlotte Jewish Day

School entering grades K­2
* Family shall be a member in

good standing at a Temple in the
Charlotte area.

* Minimum support of the Fed­
eration annual campaign of $36
for the current campaign year.

* Letter of recommendation
from a Jewish organization with
whom you are affiliated.

* Financial need is not an eligi­
bility factor.

The David’s have two younger
children, Noah and Jacob. We are
excited to welcome the Davids to
our CJDS community. Y
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You know

Find out how our extensive training and care philosophy help us make 
meaningful connections that lead to better, more engaging care. 

Start home care today.
hwcg.com/charlotte 
704.503.4660

where her glasses are when  

she misplaces them, how much  

she hates taking medicine, and  

her passion for cookies.

We’ll know that, too.
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First Recipients of Vitner Family 
Scholarship Announced

The David family.

JPS Searches for Missing Kippah

The kids have Avi; but where is his kippah?

www.campbarney.org
www.campbarney.org/infosessions


By Becca Weiner
At the Charlotte Jewish Pre­

school our half­day program
started back right after Labor Day
and it is wonderful to have all 250
of our students back in our build­
ing. With the new preschool year
in full effect while Rosh
Hashanah was quickly approach­
ing, CJP students explored the
value of haht­chalah, New Begin­
nings.

Our ones classes created
Shanah Tovah, Happy New Year,
cards and engaged families by ex­
changing them with each other
using a mailbox at school.  They
also hand delivered New Year
cards to Oasis members on Sep­
tember 18 as part of our new L’dor
V’dor initiative. Each month one
of our preschool classes will be
visiting Oasis for a special
teacher­driven program so that we
can build connections and our stu­
dents can learn from the elders of
our community.

Our twos classes loved using
light tables to look at honey, espe­
cially when there were seeds and
apple chunks in there. This sen­
sory activity allowed them to
learn the word “sticky” and to see
what the honey looks like when
held up to a light.

Our threes classes learned
about New Beginnings through
the lifecycle of an apple seed. The
classes planted apple seeds in zip­
per­seal bags with soil in them
and hung them on their window
so they could see how it grew
daily. They learned how a seed
needs sunlight and water to sprout
from a seedling into an apple tree,
and when we eat an apple we have
a brand new opportunity to plant
another apple seed.

Our fours classes set their Rosh
Hashanah tables during their
morning meetings. They saw how
the Rosh Hashanah table differs
from the Shabbat table – the chal­
lah is round, there are apples and
honey, and the shofar is ready to
be blown. We compared and con­
trasted Rosh Hashanah with Shab­
bat, and the fours continued to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah in their
dramatic play centers will of the
necessary accoutrements.

As for Judaica, students partic­
ularly enjoyed blowing and hear­
ing the shofar. Although only a
few students got a sound out of
the shofar, every student had the
opportunity to touch, feel, and try
their hand at blowing the shofar.
Many expressed that it was diffi­
cult to do, but all of them tried
something new and persisted at
the activity. Shanah tovah u’me­
tukah, we wish all of the families
in our community a good and
sweet new year.Y
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CharlotteLatin.org  |  704.846.7207

TK-Kindergarten 
October 6, 2017  
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Grades 6–12 
October 13, 2017 

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Join Us for an Open House

Register at CharlotteLatin.org/admissions

Ringing in Rosh Hashanah at the Charlotte Jewish Preschool

CJP Kids get to try out a shofar in Morah
Becca’s Judaica class.

www.charlottelatin.org/admissions
www.charlottelatin.org
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Building Blocks 
“I liked that our team kept creating new designs and persevering when it did fall down.”  

– Prableen, Class of ’25 

  1st & 4th grade collaborative Tower Project

ProvidenceDay.org/Admissions

my 
moment

inspiring

Community News

There has never been a busier
time for the LJCC Cultural Arts
programs and The Charlotte Jew­
ish Film Festival (CJFF). Under
the direction of Susan Cherin
Gundersheim, Cultural Arts and
CJFF Director, and Kayla Pis­
catelli, Cultural Arts Coordinator,
there are two brand new programs
coming this fall, in addition to the
always stellar CJFF FallFlicks se­
ries.   

Thanks to the LJCC Capital
Campaign, Gorelick Hall is ready
for the exciting new programs it
will host this fall, with brand new
LED lighting, a new sound sys­
tem, and new curtains. Come
check out PlayPlay, our brand
new theatre experience designed
for children from birth – three
years. With its simple plots, live
music, and floor seating with
room to move around, PlayPlay
has performed to sold out audi­
ences at Children’s Theatre of
Charlotte and we are thrilled to
bring their amazing shows to the
LJCC for the 2017 – 2018 season.
Pre­performance experience en­
gages the audience before the
show begins along with stimulat­
ing, inviting lights to encourage
the youngest of theatre­goers to
watch along.

First up in October is Uh­oh!,
where ordinary objects become

fun; in December we see how the
greatest gifts come in the smallest
packages in our holiday show
wee; March brings Shalom!, a
brand new show created for our
JCC community; and in May the
colors and sounds of the Spanish
culture come alive in Mi Casa.
Tickets are on sale now at charlot­
tejcc.org/culturalarts and can be
purchased for $12 for individual
shows … or save with a season
pass for all four shows for $40.  

Equally exciting but for an
older crowd, JSTAGE announces
its first professional production,
Bar Mitzvah Boy, playing in the
newly renovated Gorelick Hall
October 19–22. Bar Mitzvah Boy,
by Marc Leiren­Young, was the
2017 National and Charlotte win­
ner of the Jewish Playwriting
Contest.  The play tells the story
of a grandfather who finds new
purpose through ritual and a
Rabbi struggling to find her way
after a tragedy, measuring a Jew­
ish life and values through faith,
suffering, children, joy, and com­
munity. Directed by Steven
Levine and starring Stephanie Di­
Paolo and Rob Addison, Bar Mitz­
vah Boy evokes laughter one
minute and tears the next, and is a
theatrical experience not to be
missed. Tickets can be purchased
for $18 at charlottejcc.org/cultur­

alarts. 
Lastly, after competing with the

Panthers last fall, The Charlotte
Jewish Film Festival has moved
FallFlicks to Saturday evenings.
We have a great line up of three
films at Regal Ballantyne begin­
ning in late October, and two di­
rectors scheduled to appear as
special guests. My Hero Brother,
an extraordinary Israeli film, in
which a group of young people
with Down syndrome embarks on
a demanding trip through the In­
dian Himalayas, accompanied by
their “typical” brothers and sis­
ters, will play on Saturday, Octo­
ber 28 and director Yonaton Nir
will join us after the film for a dis­
cussion. On Saturday November
4, we will screen Past Life, a hy­
brid detective thriller and heart­
tugging melodrama based on a
true story in which two Israeli sis­
ters unravel the shocking truth
about their father’s murky WWII
experiences. And on Saturday No­
vember 11, we welcome special
guest director Brad Lichtenstein
with his film There Are Jews
Here, which focuses on four once­
thriving Jewish communities in
rural and small town America and
how they struggle to maintain
their traditions. Tickets for Fall­
Flicks can be purchased at char­
lottejewishfilm.com and are only

$10 each and $25 for all three. 
In addition to our series of Fall­

Flicks films, we are excited to
partner with Full Scale Produc­
tions for the free premiere of Jew­
ish American Soldiers: Stories of
WWII. This film tells the stories of
Charlotte­area Jewish American
World War II veterans and will
screen as a bonus FallFlick on
Sunday, November 12 at 3 PM at
Regal Ballantyne. We would love

to see a packed house to honor
these local heroes. See the story
on on page 1 for more informa­
tion.  

Whether you are the parent of
a baby or toddler, a busy family,
or a senior citizen, come join us at
the LJCC and add a little culture
to your life. We hope to see you in
the audience soon. See our ad on
page 27 for even more details. Y

New Cultural Arts Programs at the JCC
with PlayPlay, JSTAGE, and Fall Flicks 

“My Hero Brother”

www.charlottejewishfilm.com
www.providenceday.org/admissions


 A worldwide cultural event to celebrate our shared heritage.  
Welcome Breakfast
Keynote Speaker, Justice Richard Bernstein
PJ Library Activity
Jewish Adult Learning & Cultural Arts Workshops
Lunch & Tikkun Olam Projects
Free babysitting (must register in advance)

For details and registration visit, www.jewishcharlotte.org/GDJL

In partnership with  
numerous Charlotte  

Jewish organizations.

Community Wide Free Event

Sunday,  
November 12
8:30am – 1pm
Shalom Park
All events are free

This program is supported by a  
JFGC Impact & Innovation Grant.

GLOBAL DAY OF 
JEWISH LEARNING

www.jewishcharlotte.org/GDL
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charlottecountryday.org
(704) 943-4530

Open House Dates:
October 12
(Junior Kindergarten – Kindergarten)

October 24
(Junior Kindergarten – Grade 4)

November 2
(Grades 9 – 12)

November 16
(Grades 5 – 8)

Ready to learn. Ready to succeed. 
Ready for whatever life has in 
store for me. Country Day Ready.

Ready. For. 
Anything.
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Jewish Family Services of
Greater Charlotte (JFS) and the
Carolina Refugee Settlement
Agency (CRRA) have received
legacy gifts from the estate of
Daniel and Ellen Dubin to support
their community work. Following
Ellen’s passing in late 2016, and
Dan’s in 2011, these gifts were
made in accordance with their es­
tate and legacy plans. The legacy
gifts received by these two organ­
izations were grants from the Dan
and Ellen Dubin Donor Advised
Fund, established at Foundation
for the Charlotte Jewish Commu­
nity (FCJC) in 2009 to assist them
with their charitable giving.  

At a young age, Dan and Ellen
Dubin were taught of their respon­
sibilities to provide for others, es­
pecially those who were less
fortunate. They saw it as a com­
munal responsibility and made it
part of their lives, leading by ex­
ample and passing along those
same traditions to their four chil­
dren. They did so with their time
as well as with their resources.

“What turned out to be one of
the last conversations I had with
my father,” shares daughter Joyce,
“was him reminding me of the im­
portance of giving tzedakah.”
Daughter Adina adds “Even as
children, my dad would take us
with him to Costco a couple of
times a year specifically to buy
food and supplies to donate to
JFS. We always had a conversa­
tion about what we were doing
and why this was so important.” 

In 2000, the Dubin’s had al­

ready established the Dubin­Feld­
man Food Endowment to support
Jewish Family Services of Char­
lotte and memorialize Dan’s
uncle, Louis Feldman. “Uncle
Lou” was fondly remembered by
Dan, Ellen, Dan’s brother, and
their children as an unpretentious
man with a big heart.  Having ex­
perienced hunger as a child, Lou
was especially concerned that
other people not go hungry. The
Dubins’ support of CRRA, for­
merly affiliated with Hebrew Im­
migrant Aid Society (HIAS), can
be traced back to the organiza­
tion’s support of Ellen’s grandfa­
ther when he arrived in this
country from Eastern Europe.
Ellen began working as the orga­
nization’s volunteer coordinator in

1996 and eventually became the
director of HIAS, NC. Over the
years, Ellen was often reminded
of her grandfather’s story as she
served the many Jewish and non­
Jewish refugees assisted by the or­
ganization.  

“Our parents were modest peo­
ple,” said son Adam, “and they
cared deeply for the world around
them.” Noted son David, “They
supported causes that were mean­
ingful to them and they encour­

aged us to do so, in our own ways,
as well.” 

In addition to utilizing their
donor advised fund to support
their legacy giving, Dan and Ellen
were assisted by FCJC in arrang­
ing for their four children to serve
collaboratively as the fund’s suc­
cessor advisors. In doing so, these
assets are now available to pass
down a family’s philanthropic tra­
dition to the next generation. The
children are currently working
with the University of Albany Hil­
lel, where Dan and Ellen met. Be­
cause this organization deeply
influenced their parents’ personal
and familial Jewish journeys, the
children would like to establish a
legacy there that will impact stu­
dents for generations to come.

“Dan and Ellen Dubin were
quiet and compassionate people
who were committed to making
the world a better place,” said
FCJC Executive Director Phil
Warshauer. “During our visits
they shared with me their love of
family and their compassion for
others. It’s comforting to know
that they will be remembered
through their legacy gifts and the
many shared memories that re­
main alive in the hearts of their
children and grandchildren.” Y

Jewish Family Services Receives Legacy Gift

Ellen and Dan Dubin (z”l)

“Give of 

yourself … 

you can always

give something,

even if it is 

only kindness

… no one has

ever become

poor from 

giving.” 
– Anne Frank, 

The Diary of a Young
Girl, March 1944

www.charlottecountryday.org


Moishe House is a nonprofit or­
ganization dedicated to promoting
community among Jewish young
adults in their twenties and early
thirties. Moishe House looks to fill
the void that often exists after
graduating college and prior to
settling down. The organization
brings together groups of three to
five Jewish adults who live to­
gether and plan local programs,
both home­based and external, for
other young Jewish adults. There
are currently 93 Moishe Houses in
22 countries around the world.

Moishe House Charlotte began
in August 2013 and since then has
hosted 130+ events ranging from
service projects to social events to
Jewish learning and more. We are
always happy to see new and re­
turning faces, so be sure to join us.
We are currently looking for a
new roommate. We are pleased to
share with you our exciting events
for this October:

Event 1: Pizza, Poker, and
Philanthropy ­ Tuesday, October 3
at 6:30 PM at Moishe House

The WE ARE campaign builds
off of the notion of strength­in­
numbers, where many members of
a Moishe House community join­
ing together and making person­
ally meaningful financial
contributions will make an enor­
mously positive and powerful im­
pact. And what better way to
donate to your lovely Charlotte
Moishe House, and Moishe
Houses around the globe, than a....
poker night.  You love them so
we’re throwing another. Food and
drinks will be provided.  

Event 2: Moishe House With­
out Walls Happy Hour ­ Thursday,
October 5 at 6 PM at Thomas
Street Tavern, 1218 Thomas Ave.,
Charlotte

Did you know that Moishe
House will provide you funding in
exchange for building your own
ideal Jewish community? It’s a
good gig. Join Moishe House
Without Walls (MHWOW) Ad­
ministrator Leah Jalfon and
MoHo Charlotte over brews to
learn how to become eligible for
the program.

Event 3: Bonfire at MoHo ­
Friday, October 13 at 7:30 PM at
Moishe House

Fall is finally here and you
know what that means ­ s’mores.
Join MoHo Charlotte for a back­
yard bonfire. We will provide ex­
citing s’mores materials (read:
chocolate and Reese’s cups) but
please bring a snack to share.

Event 4: Dinner and a Movie ­
Thursday, October 19 at 6 PM.
Dinner at Yafo. Movie at Phillips
Place.

We will start the night off right
at Yafo for some dinner and then
head to Phillips Place for one of
the 7 PM movies. Vote on our sur­
vey for which movie you’d like to
see. And when we get out the
night will still be young.

Event 5: Pumpkin Brunch
Potluck ­ Sunday, October 29 at
11 AM at Moishe House Charlotte

It’s that time of year when any­
thing that can be eaten with pump­
kin should be eaten with pumpkin.
So, MoHo will be opening our
home for a pumpkin brunch

potluck. We are asking all
Moishe’s to bring a pumpkin­
themed dish and we will provide
a fully stocked Bloody Mary bar. 

To learn more about Moishe
House Charlotte, visit us at
www.moishehousecharlotte.org/h
ouses/charlotte or check us out on
facebook: www.facebook.com/
MoisheHouseCharlotte. To con­
tact us, please e­mail mohochar­
lotte@ gmail.com. Y
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Moishe House October
Events

By Jackie Fishman, Education
Consultant for the Stan Green­
spon Center for Peace and So­
cial Justice

We live in extremely difficult
times. How do we, as parents,
teachers, neighbors, and commu­
nity members, engage with one
another in talking about current
events that are shocking, painful
and too frequently, echo the horrid
voices of the worst of both our
Jewish and our American past?
From responding to the protests in
Charlotte last fall to processing
the horror of neo­Nazis marching
in Charlottesville two months ago,
the past year has been filled with
legal, political, civic, and ethical
dilemmas that confound many of
us. All of us are asking questions
that don’t have easy answers.  

The Stan Greenspon Center for
Peace and Social Justice at
Queens University of Charlotte
has suggestions that may both
clarify and complicate your think­
ing about race. We hope they en­

hance your ability to do the work
of Tikkun Olam, repairing our
world.

Read and research. Identify the
issue at the core of the current
event you want to address and
read articles reflecting diverse
perspectives on credible websites.
(Visit the “validating resources”
under “teacher resources” on our
website.) Challenge your world­
view by digging deeper than the
headlines and the social media
posts that flash before you. In
order to take part in productive
conversations about the history of
race, slavery, the Civil War and
Reconstruction in the United
States, you may need background.
Our past has a powerful impact
upon our present, and beliefs from
those times have been the impetus

for a great deal of terror and vio­
lence, but also have inspired many
social movements committed to
justice and democratic ideals.  

Be brave and vulnerable. Ask
yourself and others how they feel
about discussing race, class, or
gender. Is it difficult? Why? Are
these feelings valid? Where do
they come from? Acknowledge
them and use them for your own
critical thinking and participating
in meaningful conversations.

Confirm your values. Do some
serious thinking about what prin­
ciples guide your life. Is their
source religious, political or ethi­
cal? Consider how you put them
into practice in your daily life.
What actions reflect those values

From Politics to Protests – Ideas for 
Engaging in Critical Conversations

(Continued on page 27)

www.moishehousecharlotte.org/houses/charlotte
www.facebook.com/MoisheHouseCharlotte
www.charlotteprep.org


Pricing Codes:      M=Member     B=Benefactor     NM=Non-Member
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Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center

5007 Providence Road  |  Charlotte, NC 28226
704-366-5007 |  charlottejcc.org  |  facebook.com/levinejccOctober 2017

Teens
Junior CRUSH Tennis Academy 
8-10 yrs old & 11-18 yrs old
Players must be approved by tennis staff to enroll 
in this class if they are not currently on a CRUSH 
Team. Emphasis placed on point construction, rally 
skills, and basic tennis conditioning. Twice per week 
recom¬mended for all competitive players. Open to 
all 10 and under team tennis players.
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

5–6:30pm

September 5 – December 7 (36 sessions)
M/$240 B/$180 NM/$300 for any 10 sessions

Best College for Me & Financial Aid 101
10th – 12th Grade
Are you starting to look at and apply to college? 
There are a lot of factors to think about when 
choosing a school. Student life, athletics, programs, 
even food options. There is also Financial Aid, what 
to ask for and are there other options if you don’t 
receive as much as you need? Join us for two great 
discussions to help put you in the right direction. 
Registration is required.
Sunday, October 15

2–3:30pm
M/$10 ($20 for families up to 4 members) B/Free 

NM/$15 ($30 for families up to 4 members)

7 weeks – 7 years old
Children will enjoy a nurturing environment to explore 
and have fun with crafts and activities, while parents 
workout. 
Mon-Fri AM .................... 8am-1pm

Mon-Thu PM .............4pm-7:30pm

Saturday ...................... 12pm-3pm

Sunday ......................8:30am-2pm
Per Hour:    M/$4.50      NM/ $5.50

Grades K-5th
A great, supervised space for your elementary age 
child to have fun and hang out with friends, while you 
workout! 
Sundays, 8:30am–1pm 

Location: Check with LJCC Customer Service
M/$2/hour

NM/$5.50 per hour 

Reservations Required! 704-366-5007, or visit  
LJCC Customer Service.

Holiday Hours
Erev Sukkot 
Wednesday, October 4 ...... 5:30am–6pm

Sukkot 
Thursday, October 5 ................1–9:30pm

Sukkot 
Friday, October 6 ..........................1

–5pm

Erev Shemini Atzeret 

Wednesday, October 11 .... 5:30am–6pm

Shemini Atzeret 

Thursday, October 12 ...................1–6pm 

Simchat Torah 

Friday, October 13 ........................1–5pm

Pick up a flyer with detailed info on fitness 

classes and hours at the LJCC Customer  

Service Desk or visit charlottejcc.org

register for FALL Programs

Online at charlottejcc.org OR
Call 704-366-5007 OR  
Visit the Levine JCC  

Customer Service Desk
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like us!    •    facebook.com/levinejcc

LJCC Department Directory 
Please contact us you have questions!

Membership
Susan Lerner  704-944-6741
susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org

Early Childhood 
Patty Torcellini  704-944-6891
patty.torcellini@charlottejcc.org

K-5th Grade Programs
Mitch Ormand  704-944-6733
mitch.ormand@charlottejcc.org

Teen Programs
Jessie Cohen  704-944-6739
jessie.cohen@charlottejcc.org

Adults & Seniors/Oasis
Jill Lipson  704-944-6792
jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Sports
Stephanie Garner  704-944-6743
stephanie.garner@charlottejcc.org

Aquatics / Swim Team
Joshua Steinberger  704-944-6746
joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Tennis / CRUSH
Greg O’Connor  704-944-6748

gregory.oconnor@charlottejcc.org

Visual/Performing Arts
Susan Gundersheim  704-944-6778
susan.gundersheim@charlottejcc.org

J-Childcare
Amie Gray  704-944-6726
amie.gray@charlottejcc.org

Social Action
Julie Rizzo  704-944-6730
julie.rizzo@charlottejcc.org

Adults
Sukkot in the Vineyards and Orchards 
Adults 21+ 
Celebrate Sukkot and Fall in the beautiful North 
Carolina Mountains. Come join the LJCC on our  
all-day excursion to Burntshirt Vineyards and an  
Apple Orchard in Hendersonville, NC. Space is  
limited - RSVP and pay by Monday, October 2. 
Sunday, October 8 (Rain or Shine) 
Bus Departs from LJCC at 10am, returns by 7pm 
M/$80 B/ $75 NM/$90 

Includes Transportation/Box Lunch/Private Tour/ 

Private 14-Wine Tasting/Souvenir Glass/No charge  

for Apple Orchard/Pay for what you pick 

704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org

Judaism for the Curious 
Are you curious about Judaism? Throughout the 
coming year the Oasis Senior Enrichment Program 
will be offering monthly classes on Judaism designed 
to educate, motivate, and inspire you to live life with 
the use of timeless Jewish wisdom. Rabbi Oppenheim 
will explore a different topic each month.  
October topic: What Judaism say about KINDNESS
Monday, October 2 • 1-2pm

FSP Board Room
FREE

704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org 

Ladies’ Night Out: Cuisine & Craft
Create a simple, fashionable T-Shirt scarf while 
enjoying dinner at Grapes Wine Bar in Matthews. 
2233 Matthews Township Pkwy, Matthews, NC 28105
Thursday, November 2

6:30pm
M/$20    NM/$25    Plus cost of dinner

704-944-6737 or robin.stier@charlottejcc.org 

A Matter of Balance
Many older adults experience concerns about falling 
and restrict their activities. An award-winning 
program designed to strategically and practically 
manage falls and increase activity levels. Space is 
limited, register early.
Thursdays, 10am–12pm

October 19 & 26 • November 2, 9, 16 & 30    

December 7 & 14 
Free

704-944-6753 or sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org

Tai Chi/Qigong
Adults 50+ 
Improve your strength, balance and flexibility through 
this gentle form of fitness.
NEW CLASS FORMAT 

Tuesdays, 11:45am–12:45pm 

All Levels • Ongoing
Oasis/M/$30   B/$20   NM/$42 per month

Drop-in fee: M/B/$12 p/class   NM/$14 p/class

704-944-6792 or jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Painting & Beyond Art Class 
Adults 50+
Ignite your creativity, and learn from an art instructor.
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Mondays 10-11:30am • Room A110
Oasis/LJCC Member $5/class 

Non-Associate/Non-Member: $10/class

Register with LJCC Customer Service at 704-366-5007
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On behalf of the Board of Trustees of The Hebrew
Cemetery Association, thank you to our sponsors,
our donors, our members, and all who attended our
150th Anniversary Celebration on Thursday, August
26 at the Levine Museum of the New South. Our
month­long fundraising campaign raised in excess of
$75,000 for our maintenance and capital programs.
Your generosity and support helps ensure that our
next generation will be well on their way to celebrat­
ing the Cemetery’s 200th birthday in 2067.

Noteworthy announcements: Bill Gorelick and
Marc Silverman were presented with Lifetime
Achievement Awards for their commitment and serv­
ice to our Cemetery. Steve Hockfield was presented
with an award for his more than 20 years of legal
service to our Cemetery. All three were named Life­
time Members in The Hebrew Cemetery Association.
Brian Yesowitch was named as the first “Hilbert
Fuerstman Honorary Historical Chair.” Thank you to

Glenn Fishkin and Full Scale Productions for pro­
ducing the excellent video of our Hebrew Cemetery
and to Art Mattos of ARTSHOTS Photography for
the wonderful photographs of the evening.

Contact Sandra Goldman if you wish to view our
video or the photographs of the celebration and if
you wish to become a Cemetery Association mem­
ber.Y

Hebrew Cemetery’s 150th Anniversary Gala

Talli Dippold, Rachel Berendt, Kelly Keeling

Marc Silverman, Mike Littauer, Bill Gorelick, Steve Hockfield

Rabbi Groner, Sam Bernstein, Louis Sinkoe,
Eric Sklut

Gale Osborne, Kevin Levine

Mattye Silverman, Marc Silverman, Jim Galucci, Sandra
Goldman

Gloria Lerner, Harry Lerner, Laura Lewin

Natalie Tunney, Gail Halverson, Norman Steinberger, Nora Wolf, Marnie Moskowitz.
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IN THE

Shake the etrog and lulav, nosh & enjoy new friends! 
All are welcome for family fun.
6619 Sardis Road | Kindly RSVP to info@jpsonsardis.org

JOIN US FOR 

BRUNCH
SUKKAH! 

Sunday, October 8 
9:00 - 10:30 am

Women’s News

Soccer Tournament of 
Champions
Saturday and Sunday, October 7

and 8

Hine Park, Winston­Salem

Novant Mammovan
Monday, October 16, 

9 AM­3:30 PM

Shalom Park

Raise a Glass
Wednesday, October 25, 6 PM

With Hadassah National VP

Carol Ann Schwartz

3214 Gray Moss Rd.

Little Reveal
Thursday, October 26, 11:30

AM­2:30 PM

Maggiano’s: dedication, lunch,

live auction, and more

For more info, visit celebrate­

thetatas.com.Y

The Events of Celebrate
The Tatas 2017

Hadassah Charlotte has lots of
exciting news about the 2017­
2018 Directory. The most impor­
tant news­ the 2017­2018
Charlotte Area Jewish Commu­
nity Directory is being distributed
for free. That’s right ­ you can
pick up your copy of the Directory
for free at the front desk of the
Levine Jewish Community Center
starting Monday, October 2. There
will also be copies at Ohr Ha­
Torah, Temple Beth El, and Tem­
ple Israel.

Novant Health is the sponsor of
the 2017­2018 Charlotte Area
Jewish Community Directory.
Their generous sponsorship has
enabled us to triple the number of
books printed and to distribute the
Directory free of charge to the
Jewish community. Thank you,
Novant Health. This year Hadas­
sah Charlotte went online to up­
date listings and to better serve
our advertisers. Many important
changes took place behind the
scenes to improve the accuracy,
relevance, and availability of the
2017­2018 Directory. The Direc­
tory will be mailed to all the
women who are the generous pa­
trons of the Directory. Thank you
to everyone who completed the
online listing update form, and
you can also get your copy of the
Directory for free. As always, any

member of the Charlotte area Jew­
ish community can be listed, for
no charge, in the Directory.

Please patronize our wonderful
advertisers, the businesses, and
professionals who support our
community and out Directory
through their ads. 

Thanks again to Novant, our
advertisers and all the Hadassah
Charlotte volunteers who made
this new Direc­
tory a reality. Y

Your Free 2017­2018 Charlotte Area 
Jewish Community Directory

www.celebratethetatas.com
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Support of Shalom Park Security Expenses

Dear Shalom Park Families and Individuals: 

Safety and security on Shalom Park is one of the Foundation’s 
primary duties, and we take this very seriously. As a result 
of events at the beginning of this year, the Foundation of 
Shalom Park took immediate action to increase security 
on Shalom Park, including the following measures: 

• 

• 

• Engaged a 3rd party security consulting company to 

to develop priorities for safety and security planning and 

capital improvements to increase safety and mitigate risks.

• Purchased a security vehicle that is consistently used in Park patrols,

• 
person to civil unrest,

• 

• Completed security training for nearly all employees prior to the beginning of 
the High Holy Days.

Furthermore, the Foundation continues to be proactive about equipment upgrades, 

Increased security for 2017 cost an additional $182,000, and this unbudgeted 
amount is being absorbed by the Foundation’s reserves, as well as by the Partners and 
organizations that call Shalom Park home. Security costs on Shalom Park now are 
projected to be 70.3% greater than last year. 

$180 per household will enable us to provide 
the appropriate level of protection for children and families who enjoy the activities 

 $360, $540 or more to supplement those unable to contribute. 

please 
complete and return the form on the reverse side of this letter. Your generous 

Linda Seigel, President

Larry Schwartz

Jon Simon

Ginny Rosenberg

Ellen Goldstein

Karen Ransenberg

Liz Naman

Harry Sparks

Rael Gorelick

$182,000
 unbudgeted 
increase in  

Security 
Expenses

$257,983
 budgeted for 

Security Expenses
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Core Festival (ages 13 and up)

February 10 – March 4

Bar Mitzvah Boy  
(ages 13 and up)

Thursday, Oct 19 • 7:00

Saturday, Oct 21 • 2:00 | 7:00
Sunday, Oct 22 • 2:00

Children of Eden (ages 5 and up)

Saturday, Dec 9 • 2:00 | 7:00

Sunday, Dec 10 • 2:00 | 7:00

Saturday, Dec 16 • 2:00 | 7:00

Sunday, Dec 17 • 2:00 | 7:00

Pippin (ages 13 and up)

Saturday, Jun 2 • 2:00 | 7:00
Sunday, Jun 3 • 5:00

Holding Out For A Hero  
(ages 5 and up) (Kids Musical)

Saturday, Mar 3 • 2:00 
Sunday, Mar 4 • 2:00 

JCabaret! (ages 13 and up)

Saturday, Apr 21 • 7:00 

Fall Flicks (ages 13 and up)

Saturday, Oct 28 • 7:15
Saturday, Nov 4 • 7:15

Saturday, Nov 11 • 7:15
Sunday, Nov 12 • 3:00

Uh–Oh! (ages 5 and under)

Friday, Oct 13 • 2:00

Saturday, Oct 14 • 1:00 | 3:00

Sunday, Oct 15 • 10:00 | 12:00 

wee (ages 5 and under)

Dec 21 • 10:00 | 12:00 | 2:00

Dec 22 • 10:00 | 12:00 | 2:00
Dec 23 • 1:00 | 3:00

Shalom! (ages 5 and under)

Friday, Mar 23 • 2:00
Saturday, Mar 24 • 1:00 | 3:00

Sunday, Mar 25 • 10:00 | 12:00

Mi Casa (ages 5 and under)

Friday, May 4 • 2:00 
Saturday, May 5 • 1:00 | 3:00
Sunday, May 6 • 2:00 | 4:00

Jewish Playwriting Contest  
(ages 13 and up)
Saturday, Apr 14 • 7:00

2017 
2018

Tickets for JSTAGE & PlayPlay! available at charlottejcc.org/culturalarts
Tickets for CJFF available at charlottejewishfilm.com    All Tickets ON SALE NOW
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in your family and community
life?

Contribute. Turn study, feel­
ings, and beliefs into actions by
speaking out against discrimina­
tion and becoming intentionally
involved in activities that confirm
your commitment to stand against
negative forces in our community
and country.  

The Greenspon Center is here
to help you explore, discuss and
work for change. Please contact us
at www.stangreensponcenter.org/

Below are a few resources you
may wish to begin with.  

Ta­Nehesi Coates, Between
the World and Me. 

“What I said when my white
friend asked for my black 

opinion on white privilege”
(onbeing.org)

“What is the ‘altright’?”
by Cory Collins
(tolerance.org)

Antifa: Left­wing militants 
on the rise
(bbc.com)

Black Lives Matter
(blacklivesmatter.com)    

Anti­Defamation League
(adl.org)

The Equal Justice Initiative
(eji.org) Y

Engaging in
Critical 
Conversations
(Continued from page 21)

A person who 

walks his path in

life without regard

to ethical standards

is like a blind man

who does not now

his journey is along

the bank of a river.

The person can at

any moment 

succumb to the

dangers of a 

wrong step and 

the odds are more

certainly toward his

being hurt than 

escaping harm.” 
– Moses Luzzatto, 

The Path of the Upright

www.charlottejewishfoundation.org
www.onbeing.org
www.tolerance.org
www.bbc.com
www.adl.org
www.eji.org
www.charlottejcc.org/culturalarts
www.charlottejewishfilm.com
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$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

704­541­5099
fax: 704­541­5989

Only 1 coupon per transaction.
Expires 11/30/17

“A SouthPark Tradition 
of Excellence”

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    704­319­5700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest

rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place

w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,

transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  

w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

OF CHINA

The Art of 
Fine Chinese

Cuisine

Complete Catering & Take­Out Service
Delivery on Request for Larger Orders

704­542­5409
6666 Carmel Road 
Carmel Commons Shopping Center

FREE LUNCH

FREE DINNER

Buy 1 Lunch Entree and 2 beverages and get 
second entree of equal or lesser value up to $6.95

Buy 1 Dinner Entree and 2 beverages and get 
second entree of equal or lesser value up to $10.95

Not valid with Sunday Buffet. Dine in only. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 11/30/17

Not valid with Sunday Buffet. Dine in only. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 11/30/17

OPEN 
7 DAYS A

WEEK

11:30 AM ­ 3 PM Mon.­Fri.
12 Noon ­ 4 PM Sat.

3 PM ­ 10 PM Mon.­ Fri.
4 PM ­ 11 PM Sat.    2:30 PM ­ 10 PM Sun.

DINING OUT, CATERING
& HOSPITALITY

To  advertise, contact one of our sales representatives: 
Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950 Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT® 
CHARLOTTE SOUTHPARK

6030 Piedmont Row Drive South  |  Charlotte, NC 28210 
T 704.554.7001  |  residenceinncharlotte.com

SPACE FOR THE MEMORIES
More space means more fun. At Residence Inn® we have suites with full kitchens, 

complimentary breakfast, wi­fi, swimming pools and space so that everyone in the family

can stay for the big events. It’s not a room, it’s a Residence.®

OFFER RATE:
Book 10­14 rooms and receive a special rate of $119 for a Studio and 

receive a complimentary upgrade to a One Bedroom Suite.

Book 15+ rooms and receive a special rate of $109 for Studio Suites 
and receive an upgrade to a One Bedroom Suite.

Pick up 20+ rooms and you will receive a complimentary hospitality 
area for your group,

www.residenceinncharlotte.com
www.hamptonsouthpark.com


The Charlotte Jewish News ­ October 2017 ­ Page 30

...for a special afternoon with the Levine JCC 
Butterfly Project. We will begin in the Margaret & 

Lou Schwartz Butterfly Garden to dedicate the completed work on the sculpture, 
followed by a screening of the movie NOT The Last Butterfly, the inspiring 
tale of The Butterfly Project, a grass roots arts and 
education initiative that memorializes the 1.5 million

Join Us...

Garden Dedication
& Movie Screening 

Sunday, October 15 
3:30-5pm 

Sam Lerner Center  
for Cultural Arts
FREE!   Please register at  

LJCC’s Customer Service Desk

children killed in the 
Holocaust through 

global displays of 
ceramic butterflies.
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By Amy Lefkof
In response to President

Trump’s phased termination of the
DACA program (deferred action
for childhood arrivals) and the
looming October 5 deadline for
filing DACA renewals, Rabbi
Asher Knight of Temple Beth El
spoke out on the likely impact of
the President’s rescission of
DACA:

“It will likely affect hundreds
of thousands of people, tear apart
families, send people under­
ground, make people unemploy­
able, and possibly lead to
deportations. What happens when
hundreds of thousands of Dream­
ers become refugees in their own
country?”

The rescission prompted the
Jewish Community Refugee Ini­
tiative (JCRI), through several of
its Shalom Park partners and the
Greenspon Center for Peace and
Social Action, to send out a clar­
ion call to members of the Char­
lotte Jewish community. See full
statement on JCRI’s website,
charlottejcri.org.

JCRI indicated that one way to
help DACA youth submit their re­
newal requests by the October 5
deadline is to donate to the DACA
fund at Charlotte Center for Legal
Advocacy (CCLA), formerly
Legal Services of Southern Pied­
mont, since the hefty filing fee of

$495 is a steep financial barrier
for any young person with just a
few weeks’ notice.

CCLA Executive Director,
Kenneth Schorr, a member of
Temple Beth El, announced that
CCLA will be hosting several re­
newal clinics to provide applica­
tion assistance. A generous donor
from the Jewish community has
pledged to match up to $25,000 in
gifts towards this effort. Dona­
tions to CCLA’s DACA fund must
be made by October 5 for the
matching grant to apply.

Tax­deductible donations to
CCLA with DACA in the memo
line can be made either by check
to CCLA at 1431 Elizabeth Av­
enue, Charlotte, NC  28204, or
through CCLA’s website at
www.charlottelegaladvocacy.org.
Go to “donate now” button and
select DACA from drop down list.

Other ways to defend DACA:
attend educational programs on
the Bipartisan Dream Act, volun­
teer at DACA workshops, or con­
tact members of the House of
Representatives as well as Sena­
tors Burr and Tillis to ex­
press views on the
proposed 2017 DREAM
Act.  

In a statement posted
on JCRI’s website, Rabbi
Murray Ezring of Tem­
ple Israel implored mem­

bers of the Jewish community to
act:

“The Torah reminds us that we
have always been strangers in
strange lands. The United States
has been a welcoming and secure
home for us.  Being American cit­
izens and Jews draws together
both our human and spiritual be­
ings in a way that makes us
uniquely able to understand the
plight of the Dreamers. The gov­
ernment’s removal of DACA pro­
tections changes the basic
concepts of freedom and welcome
on which this country was
founded.  Remaining silent is a
betrayal of our Jewish and Amer­
ican values —we must speak out
while we can.” Y

JCRI Urges Members of the Charlotte
Jewish Community to Help Fund DACA
Renewals By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) ­ Our email inboxes were
stuffed in September with state­
ments from Jewish organizations
urging continued protection for
“Dreamers,” undocumented im­
migrants who arrived in the
United States as children.

Last Monday, President Donald
Trump said he was giving six
months notice to end the DACA,
or Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program, launched by his
predecessor, Barack Obama, in
2011. Trump has signaled a will­
ingness to sign congressional leg­
islation that would codify its
provisions.

One statement, though, from
Agudath Israel of America, stood

out in its concern not just about
Dreamers, but Jewish Dreamers.

“It affects hundreds of thou­
sands of young people, including
many in the Jewish community,
who have grown up and been ed­
ucated in the United States, the
only home they have known,” the

haredi Orthodox organization said
in its statement issued Thursday.

We covered one such Dreamer
who has become an activist, Elias
Rosenfeld of Boston (see story on
next page), but I was curious
about the “many in the Jewish
community” in the release. Agu­
dah put me in touch with David
Grunblatt, the lay chairman of its

Who Are the Jewish
‘Dreamers’?

(Continued on page 33)

Immigrants and DACA supporters rallying across the street from the
Trump International Hotel & Tower in Las Vegas, Sept. 10, 2017.
(Ethan Miller/Getty Images)

www.charlottelegaladvocacy.org
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A Jewish ‘Dreamer’ is Scared, but Refuses to Despair
By Penny Schwartz

Boston (JTA) ­ At 15, Elias
Rosenfeld became a “Dreamer.”

At the time, the Venezuela na­
tive was attending Dr. Michael M.
Krop Senior High School in
Miami, where he had lived since
he was six years old, when his
Jewish family moved to South
Florida from Caracas. His mother
was a media executive and they
traveled to the United States on an
L1 visa, which allows specialized,
managerial employees to work for
the U.S. office of a parent com­
pany.

But tragedy struck the family:
When Rosenfeld was in the fifth
grade, his mother was diagnosed
with kidney cancer. She died two
years later.

In high school, Rosenfeld ap­
plied for a driver’s permit, only to
find out that he lacked the re­
quired legal papers. He discov­
ered that his mother’s death
voided her visa. He and his older
sister were undocumented.

“It was an embarrassing mo­
ment for me,” Rosenfeld recalled
more than five years later.

Within five months, in June
2012, President Barack Obama
signed an executive order, the De­
ferred Action for Childhood Ar­
rivals, granting temporary,
renewable legal status to young
unauthorized immigrants who had
been brought to America by their
parents as children.

Known as DACA, the order
opened up a world of opportuni­
ties for some 800,000 young peo­

ple who were now able to apply
for driver’s licenses, temporary
work permits, and college. 

“Dreamers” refers to a biparti­
san bill, known as the Dream Act,
that would have offered them a
path to legal residency.

“It was the power of one order
that can so directly change one’s
life,” Rosenfeld said. “That
launched me. I became an advo­
cate.”

He launched United Student
Immigrants, a nonprofit to assist
undocumented students that has
been credited with raising tens of
thousands of dollars for help with
scholarships and applications.

Rosenfeld, now a 20­year­old
sophomore at Brandeis University

on a full scholarship, spoke with
JTA at a rally outside of this city’s
Faneuil Hall, just hours after Pres­
ident Donald Trump and Attorney
General Jeff Sessions announced
they would rescind DACA. The
president gave Congress a six­
month window to preserve the
program through legislation. Or
not.

The Boston protest was organ­
ized by the Massachusetts Immi­
grant and Refugee Advocacy
Coalition, where Rosenfeld is an
intern. He shared his story with
several hundred people at the
quickly organized rally.

He explained that DACA en­
abled him to drive, buy his first
car, and apply for internships,

jobs, and scholarships.
“Today’s news was cruel and

devastating. Now is not the time
of despair, however, but to put our
energy towards effective action,”
he said, urging the crowd to work
for protective legislation at the
federal and state levels. There are
some 8,000 DACA residents in
Massachusetts.

Several Jewish communal
leaders attended the rally, includ­
ing Jeremy Burton, executive di­
rector of the Jewish Community
Relations Council of Greater
Boston, and Jerry
Rubin, president of
Jewish Vocational
Services. Represen­
tatives from the New
England Jewish
Labor Committee,
which helped spread
the word of the rally,
held signs in the
crowd.

Another Dreamer,
Filipe Zamborlini,
who came to the
U.S. from Brazil
when he was 12 and
now works as a ca­
reer coach at Jewish
Vocational Services,
also spoke.

“We’re going to mourn today,”
Zamborlini, 28, told the assembly.

Rosenfeld said the Trump ad­
ministration’s decision was dis­
turbing and unsettling.

“There’s a high level of fear
and anxiety in DACA communi­
ties,” he told JTA.

Rosenfeld recalls too well the
sting and uncertainty of being un­
documented.

“It means you can’t do every­
thing your peers and your friends
are doing. You feel American, but
you are suffering these conse­
quences from choices you didn’t
make,” he said.

But he also sounded a note of
optimism, pointing out that
Trump called on Congress to act.

“We hope Congress follows
their president’s word now and
does the job of passing one of the

many pieces of legislation” before
them, Rosenfeld said.

He readily admits to feeling
scared and anxious.

“But I’m also feeling empow­
ered and motivated from seeing

(Continued on page 33)

Elias Rosenfeld, a sophomore at Brandeis University, speaking at a rally
at Boston’s Faneuil Hall hours after President Trump announced he was
rescinding DACA protections for some 800,000 young people, Sept. 5,
2017. (Jeremy Burton/JCRC of Greater Boston)

The New England Jewish Labor Committee helped
spread the word about a rally in Boston in support of
DACA, Sept. 5, 2017. (Marion Davis/Massachusetts
Immigrant & Refugee Advocacy Coalition)

www.joinedineducation.org
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the outpouring of support,” lo­
cally and across the country, he
said.

To DACA opponents, includ­
ing Jewish supporters of Trump,
Rosenfeld asks them to look at the
facts and the stories of people like
himself.

“I don’t think it aligns with our
values, with Jewish values and the
Jewish community,” he said of a
policy that would essentially strip
a generation of people raised here
of official recognition.

Rosenfeld cited the activism of
a group called Torah Trumps
Hate, which opposes policies that
it considers anathema to values
contained in Jewish teachings.

Growing up, his family at­
tended synagogue often and cele­
brated Shabbat and Jewish
holidays.

Despite the hardships he faced
following his mother’s death,
Rosenfeld excelled in high school. 

He completed 13 Advanced
Placement courses and ranked
among the top 10% of his gradu­
ating class, according to a Miami­
Dade County school bulletin.
Rosenfeld was widely recognized
as a student leader, receiving sev­
eral awards and honors. During
the presidential campaign, he vol­
unteered for the Hillary Clinton
campaign.

Many students who were un­
documented live in constant fear,
even after receiving temporary
legal status under DACA, Rosen­
feld said. 

“There is fear behind the shad­
ows,” he said. “We are always be­
hind the shadows.”

Earlier in the day, before the
president’s announcement, Bran­
deis President Ron Liebowitz sent
a letter to Trump urging him not
to undo DACA.

“Here at Brandeis University,
we value our DACA students,
who enrich our campus in many
ways and are integral to our com­
munity,” the letter said. “Revers­
ing DACA inflicts harsh
punishment on the innocent. As a
nation founded by immigrants, we
can, should, and must do better.”

Rosenfeld was attracted to
Brandeis both for its academics
and its commitment to social jus­
tice. 

He is studying political sci­
ence, sociology and law, with
plans to continue his advocacy
work on behalf of immigrants. He

hopes one day to attend law
school and work in politics or
practice law.

With a full schedule of courses
and volunteer work, Rosenfeld
gets by without much sleep, he ac­
knowledged with an easy laugh.

The Brandeis administration

has been supportive, he said, and
there is a meeting later this week
on campus to discuss school pol­
icy on the issue.

Asked what America means to
him, Rosenfeld does not hesitate.

“It means my country. It’s my
home. There’s a connection. I

want to contribute,” he said. “I
just don’t think it’s valuable to
want to kick out people that want
to contribute to this country.” Y

immigration task force and the co­
head of the immigration depart­
ment at Proskauer, a major law
firm.

Grunblatt told me that he
started hearing from Jewish
Dreamers almost as soon as Agu­
dah put out a release offering to
assist them, soon after DACA was
launched in 2012.

He said the number of Jewish
Dreamers among the 800,000
known to have applied for protec­
tions under DACA was “not huge
but not negligible,” and there were
a variety of reasons for their ille­
gal status among the cases he has
handled.

“They tried to apply for a green
card or for employment sponsor­
ship, and it went wrong and
they’ve been here five or six or

seven years and they’re not going
anywhere,” Grunblatt said. “Or a
family comes here because some­
one in the family needs medical
treatment, they stay six months,
another six months, another six
months and the situation is re­
solved one way or the other ­ but
the family is here.”

In some cases, he said, parents
successfully obtain green cards
but fail to obtain them for their
children.

The case of Rosenfeld, a
Venezuelan native, involved an
illness: His mother, a media exec­
utive, traveled to the United States
on an L1 visa, which allows spe­
cialized, managerial employees to
work for the U.S. office of a par­
ent company. When he was in the
fifth grade, his mother was diag­

nosed with kidney cancer. She
died two years later.

Grunblatt said that in one case,
he was contacted by an all­girls
school.

“They discovered one of the
girls in the school was undocu­
mented because they were going
on a school trip to Canada and the
kid didn’t even know [if] she was
documented,” he said.

That’s fairly common, said
Melanie Nezer, a vice president at
HIAS, the lead Jewish organiza­
tion handling immigration advo­
cacy.

“If a child is brought over when
they’re a baby or a very young
child, they just grow up Ameri­
can,” she said. “They speak Eng­
lish — why would they think
they’re different from anyone
else?”

While support for the Dreamers
has been fairly bipartisan, and
Jewish organizational consensus

is for a solution that lets them stay
in the country, some Jews have
major qualms about the program
— especially with the way it was
created by executive order under
Obama.

“If the Obama administration
wanted to implement the DACA
program, it should have made the
case to Congress and try to pass
its proposal into law,” Rep. Lee
Zeldin of New York, one of two
Jewish Republicans in Congress,
said in a statement. “The adminis­
tration absolutely did not have the
authority to write its own ‘laws.’

“If the proposal did not have
the support to pass, then it should
not go into effect. That is how our
process is designed and must be
respected.”

Zeldin said he is “open” to de­
bating the issue with his col­
leagues, but “[m]y priority will
always unapologetically remain
with fighting for the people fol­

lowing the laws rather than the
ones breaking them.”

Nezer said her impression was
that the majority of Dreamers fit
the profile that gets the most
prominent play in the media:
those who arrive here as babies or
toddlers with their parents from
Mexico or Central America.

But, she said, that the popula­
tion is more diverse than that tem­
plate — and includes Jews ­
should not surprise members of
the Jewish community.

“Our parents and grandparents
took these risks not for themselves
but for us,” Nezer said. “And
that’s exactly what the Dreamers’
parents did.”

Few lives track an easy trajec­
tory, Grunblatt said, and Dreamers
are no different.

“It’s life,” he said. “Things
happen in life, plans go awry, am­
bitions fail and people end up
here.” Y
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LEGACY
DONORS

Anonymous* (3)

Sanford and Lois Benjamin

Bobbi and Don Bernstein

Barry and Lisa Blau

Jill Blumenthal

Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble

David and Bonnie Bornstein

Sera and Marvin Callif

David and Aleen Epstein

Jacob M. and Hunter K. Fuerstman

Sandra Goldman

Mark and Linda Goldsmith

Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick

Jake Jacobson

Nancy and Robert Kipnis

Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family

Elise and Jaime Kosofsky

Eric and Susan Lerner

Harry Lerner

Julie Lerner Levine and  

Howard Levine

H. Kevin Levine and Louis A. Sinkoe

David and Brenda Levin and Family

Barbara and Jerry Levin

The Leon Levine Foundation

Eric Levinson

Michael Littauer

Annie and Harrison Lord

Meg D. Goldstein and   

Matthew Luftglass

Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski

Peggy McManus

Paula Sigal Musler

Albert Rogat

Estelle and Murray (OBM) Rosen

Fern T. Sanderson

Marty and Elaine Schefflin

Marc and Mattye Silverman

Gary and Maxine (OBM) Silverstein

Marcia and Paul Simon

Lori and Eric Sklut

Norman Steinberger

Jeffrey and Karen Turk

Amy and Mark Vitner

Nora Wolf

Martha and Brian Yesowitch

Barbara and Herman Ziegler

*Donors who wish to remain anonymous

OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Hebrew Cemetery Association has 
been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Nancy Kipnis (704) 973-4554.

A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas
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(Continued from page 31)
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(Continued from page 30)
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LEARNING

Jolt of Judaism (at Leroy Fox)
Saturday, Oct. 14
Join Cantor Thomas for a Shabbat lunch discussion of the Jewish Ethics of Food.

Learn to Read Hebrew 
Starts Wednesday, Oct. 18 
Learn to decode and read Hebrew, helping you become more connected  
to services and prayers. All are welcome. (RSVP by Oct. 16) 

Senior Sage: The Prophets Speak to Us
Starts Monday, Oct. 23 
Rabbi Asher Knight guides the Senior Sage series participants through selected 
texts and offers the opportunity to discuss personal perspectives. Register today! 
(RSVP by Oct. 9)

An inclusive and dynamic Reform Jewish congregation   •   1,100 families strong

Always a warm welcome. 

Stay up to date with everything at Temple Beth El – follow us on Facebook and visit our website.

5101 Providence Road   |   Charlotte, NC 28226   |   704.366.1948   |   templebethel.org 

WORSHIP COMMUNITY

Join Temple Beth El for Sukkot and Simchat Torah.

Wednesday, Oct. 4
6:00 pm   Community T’filah with Religious School

Thursday, Oct. 5
9:00 am   Tot Sukkot
11:00 am  Sukkot Festival Service

Friday, Oct. 6
6:00 pm   Community Shabbat Worship: Sukkot

Wednesday, Oct. 11
6:00 pm   Erev Simchat Torah and Consecration Service

Thursday, Oct. 12
11:00 am   Festival Service with Yizkor

More than 100 people joined us for the fun of the Annual Wildacres Retreat over Labor Day weekend.

Are you interested in Temple Beth El membership or  
learning more about what makes our congregation unique?  
Contact Candace Naliboff, Director of Member Services at 
704.749.3068 or cnaliboff@templebethel.org.

Discovered Traditions specializes in unique 
gifts for every event. Did you know we offer 
gift registries for weddings, B’nei Mitzvah, new 
babies and new homes? Out-of-town family 

members will appreciate the ease with which they can use our registries to find 
just the right present for a special occasion. 

Discovered Traditions is open 10:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Friday, 
before and after Friday night services, and 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on Religious 
School Sundays. Proceeds support the Temple Beth El Religious School

Upcoming events: 

Havdalah and Hayrides with The Porch (at Hall Family Farm) 
Saturday, Oct. 7 at 5:00 pm (RSVP by Oct. 5) 

Sukkot Food Truck Festival (at Temple Israel)
Sunday, Oct. 8 at 11:30 am

Sisterhood Sangria in the Sukkah with Guest Speaker 
Maureen O’Boyle
Sunday, Oct. 8 at 6:00 pm (RSVP by Oct. 3)

Temple Beth El Religious School kicked off Sunday, Sept. 10, and brought smiles to many faces.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Alw
An in

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ways a war
nclusive and dynamic R

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

rm welcome
Reform Jewish congreg

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

e.
0 families01,1• ation   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

s strong

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

emple BeJoin TTe

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

eth El for Sukkot and Sim

PIRSHWO

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

y

ah.orhat TTomc

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

g g

Upcoming events: 

OC

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

,

YTOMMUNI

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

g

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

6:00 pm   Comm
iday, Oct. 6rF

1:00 am  Sukkot1
ot Su9:00 am   TTo

sday, Oct. Thur

6:00 pm   Comm
ednesday, OcW

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

orship: Suky Shabbat Wmunit

viceestival Sert F
kkot
5

y T’filah with Religious munit
ct. 4

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

kkot

hoolSc

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Sunday, Oct. 8 at 6:00 pm
een O’BoyleMaur

ia in tSisterhood Sangr

0 a1:3Sunday, Oct. 8 at 1
k FesrucSukkot Food T

Saturday, Oct. 7 at 5:00 
ides Havdalah and Hayr

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

P by Oct. 3)VS(Rm

the Sukkah with Guest Sp

am
ael)emple Isrstival (at TTe

P by Oct. 5)VS(Rpm 
h (at Hall Facorwith The P

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 peaker

amily Farm)

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

estiv1:00 am   F1
sday, Oct. Thur

6:00 pm   Erev S
ednesday, OcW

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

GNILEARN

izkorvice with Yval Ser
21

orah and Consecrahat TToSimc
1ct. 1

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

viceation Ser

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ead HLearn to R

homas fJoin Cantor T
4Saturday, Oct. 1

Jolt of Judaism 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ew

G

ebr

h discussion of tfor a Shabbat lunc
4

oy Fox)(at Ler

NILEARN

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ood.the Jewish Ethics of F

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

icked off Semple Beth El Religious School kkiTTe

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

0, and brought smiles to many fa. 110Sunday, Septt.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

aces.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

texts and offers the o
abbi Asher Knight gR

ts Monday, OarSt
Senior Sage: The

vices and prayeto ser
Learn to decode and 

ednesdayts WarSt
ead HLearn to R  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

y to discuss personal pertunitoppor
ticuides the Senior Sage series par

Oct. 23 
ophets Speak to Usre P

P by OctVSrs. All are welcome. (R
read Hebrew, helping you become

8 y, Oct. 1
ewebr  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

rspectives. Register today! 
cipants through selected

6)t. 1
e more connected

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

00 people joined us for the fun More than 110

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

of the Annual Wildacres Retreat over Labor Day

y event Did you kgifts for ever
raditions specializeDiscovered TTr

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

y weekend.

know we offer
es in unique 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

P by Oct. 9)VS(R

8 or 609.34704.774
act CandaceCont

e ablearning mor
estee you interAr

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

cnaliboff@templebethel.o
ector of Meme Naliboff, Dir

bout what makes our cong
emple Beth El memed in TTe

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

g.or
mber Services at

egation unique? gr
ship orber

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

roceeds suPhool Sundays. Sc
iday night re and after Fbefor

1raditions is open Discovered TTr

just the right present for a spe
members will appreciate the ea

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

emple Beth El Religiout the TTeuppor
services, and 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
0:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday th1

ecial occasion.
h they can use our rease with whic

babies and new homes? Out-o
gift registries for weddings, B’n

y event. Did you kgifts for ever

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

hoolus Sc
eligiousm on R

iday,rough Fhr

egistries to find
of-town family

zvah, newei Mit
know we offer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ovidenr1 P015

ay up to date wSt

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  Charlotte|ce Road   

emple thing at TTewith every

@ p

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

6704.3|6822C 2e, N

Beth El – follow us on Face

g

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   templebe|86.1946

ebook and visit our websit

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

gthel.or

te.

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

www.templebethel.org


The Charlotte Jewish News ­October 2017 ­ Page 35

2017-18  
Annual Fund  

Going on Now!

Your Annual Fund Contributions  
Elevate Our Ability To...

Professional development for our  
staff & special programs for our children.

Infrastructure and technology 
improvements for our school.

Stronger relationships with our  
families, staff and community members.

704-944-6776
charlottejewishpreschool.org

  
 

 

 

 

 

2 1702   
 

 

 

 

 

881   
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

n

2
A l 

n

-1177-0022
ll aunnA

o ng og oniiooG

  
 

 

 

 

 

w

88

n N

8
d n

1-
n

!
uF

owooowowN

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

our Annual FunYYo
ate OurElev

l difP

  
 

 

 

 

 

nd Contributions
...or Ability TTo

tl f

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

vl deansiosefoPr
grol praecipff & sats
e arutcurtsafrIn

stnmeveoprmi
iotale rreongrtS
ocndaffffats,selimiaffa

  
 

 

 

 

 

tenmpelov r or ouffo
.nerldhir cor ous ffomar

ygloonhced tna
.olhocr sor ous ffo

spihson r uh oti w
.rsebmemytiunmmo

  
 

 

 

 

 

.

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

CJ is a ne h p oCJPJP P is a parrtntnersrshipip Tef Tempmple Be

  
 

 

 

 

 

L& LmpTeetht Elh El,l, T Temmpl Ise Isrsraraelel & JJCCCC

  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

ahc

  
 

 

 

 

 

ar

  
 

 

 

 

 

6

  
 

 

 

 

 

By Maayan Jaffe­Hoffman
Jerusalem (JTA) — Amit Za­

koon’s flower business started
with a seed — literally — but it
quickly grew into one of
Jerusalem’s premier purveyors of
luxury sukkahs.

“We work for all the rich and
famous,” Zakoon, the owner and
CEO of Yarok Yarok Events De­
sign, told JTA.

Studio Ya Ya, as Zakoon’s
clients call the business, is
known for executing weddings,
bar/bat mitzvahs, and parties for
Jerusalem’s A­list, including vis­
iting U.S. presidents (from Bush
to Obama) to big­time philanthro­
pists like the Bronfmans.

These kinds of upscale events
may keep Zakoon and team busy
year­round, but Sukkot (which
is October 5­12 this year) is
Studio Ya Ya’s time to shine. The
joyous festival, which commemo­
rates both the harvest and the Ex­
odus from Egypt, transforms
Jerusalem: Thousands of pilgrims
make their way to the Western
Wall, sukkahs sprout on seem­
ingly every balcony and celebra­
tions are widespread throughout
the city.

Studio Ya Ya designs many of
Jerusalem’s largest and finest
sukkahs, including those at the
Waldorf Astoria, King David and
Inbal hotels, as well as the presi­
dent’s residence and the Bible
Lands Museum. Over the years,
its sukkahs have ranged from
“biblical” — incorporating natural
woods and fresh Jerusalem herbs

into a design — to elegant, with a
decor featuring strategically
placed, plastic pomegranates
painted in metallic shades.

Such luxury doesn’t come
cheap: Hotels pay $35,000 to
$75,000 for their Ya Ya sukkahs,
Zakoon said, while design serv­
ices for private clients range from
$3,000 to $25,000.

“The sukkahs must be the most
magnificent,” he said. “All the
rich and famous come to the ho­
tels, they come to their private
second homes in Jerusalem and
this holiday is one of the most im­
portant to them.”

For Zakoon and his team, that

means the pressure is on. In addi­
tion to creating a visually stunning
sukkah, the designers need to un­
derstand both the philosophical
background of the holiday, as well
as the legal requirements of build­
ing a kosher sukkah that will work
for even the most religious guests.

“We can make an amazing de­
sign, but if it’s not kosher, it’s not
worth one shekel,” Zakoon said.

For example, the sukkah’s
“roof,” or “schach,” must be made
of predominantly natural ingredi­
ents, said Rabbi Morey Schwartz,
director of education for the Flo­
rence Melton School of Adult
Jewish Learning. The schach

should provide more shade than
sun, be open enough to see the
stars — or at least that you’d get
wet if it started to rain.

While his clients may see rain
as a blessing, for Zakoon it pres­
ents a challenge: He can’t use
paper displays, paintings or any
material that could be destroyed
by the elements.

The length of the decorations is
also a consideration. Those up to
12 1/2 inches can be considered
part of the schach, but anything
longer is considered something
separate, which could present a
problem — those in the sukkah
must be sitting under the schach.
Thus longer decorations need to
be very narrow. Ya Ya uses thin
ribbons, for example, to add
length but avoid conflict with
Jewish law, and hangs larger dec­
orations or lights directly above
the tables, so visitors don’t risk
sitting under them.

It’s not enough to get the details
mostly right — Ya Ya’s design
manager, Noa Kirshberg, said at
some hotels, a rabbi gets on a lad­
der and takes exact measurements.

Fortunately, Jewish law doesn’t
preclude stunning sukkahs — Kir­
shberg shows a reporter an album
filled with photos of scrambling
grape vines that were used to ac­
cent the Waldorf’s sukkah one
year, to tables strewn with vases
full of corn poppies and daffodils
leveraged in a private home.

Studio Ya Ya starts planning for
Sukkot as early as a year in ad­
vance. But when the holiday actu­

ally arrives, so does another chal­
lenge: While the structures can be
erected ahead of time, the sukkahs
cannot be decorated far in advance
because the flowers will wilt.

Since Studio Ya Ya designs and
maintains as many as 20 sukkahs
— ranging in size from nine to
4,900 square feet — Zakoon hires
up to 40 freelancers, who work
round the clock in the days lead­
ing up to the holiday. Because
flowers cannot be maintained on
yom tov — the first one to two
days of the holiday, with laws
similar to those of Shabbat – the
Ya Ya team rotates among its
sukkahs on the interim days to
change out arrangements and
freshen up anything that has
shifted.

Another consideration? Repeat
customers. Kirshberg noted that
because hotels tend to get the
same visitors year after year, Ya
Ya aims for a fresh design annu­
ally.

Also, each of the hotel’s
sukkahs must be unique and
match the hotel’s existing am­
biance.

“The Waldorf is luxurious and
the King David is traditional,” she
said.

Studio Ya Ya’s hard work does­
n’t just enhance the experience for
hotel and museum guests, said
Schwartz — the company is doing
a mitzvah, too.

“Beautification is considered
greater sanctification of God’s
name,” he said. Y

These Jerusalem Sukkahs are Nicer than Yours

The sukkah designed by Studio Ya Ya in 2010 for the Inbal Jerusalem Hotel
employed a massive, palm tree centerpiece threaded with tiny red flowers.
(Courtesy of Yarok Yarok Events Design)
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