
The Charlotte Jewish Film Fes­
tival is pleased to announce the
lineup for its exciting 13th season
that will be taking place February
11–March 5.  

Thank you to Screening Chair
Jeff Turk and Screening Commit­
tee members Shari Baum, Bunny

Bramson, Jena Coen, Bob Ecker,
Eric Laxer, Judy Laxer, Michael
Lieberman, Harriet Meetz, Gale
Osborne, Jodi Greenwald, Brian
Imbrey, Ross Levin, Gabe
Mathless, Stephanie Mathless,
and  Marcia Stern for putting to­
gether another diverse and great

CJFF slate.
The All Festival Pass is $115 (a

$155 value) and can be purchased
all the way up to opening night
(February 11.) Passes can be pur­
chased at the LJCC Customer
service desk or online at charlot­
tejewishfilm.com. Films are ex­
pected to sell out, so please get
your tickets in advance. 

OPENING NIGHT 
CELEBRATION
The Women’s Balcony
Saturday, February 11 at 7:15
PM, Temple Israel, $25

An accident during a bar mitz­
vah celebration leads to a gen­
dered rift in a devout Orthodox
community in Jerusalem. A rous­
ing, good­hearted tale about
women speaking truth to patriar­
chal power.

Opening Night Reception fol­
lowing the film.

On The Map
Sunday, February 12 at 
7:15 PM, Temple Israel, $15

The against­all­odds story
of Maccabi Tel Aviv’s 1977
European Championship,
which took place at a time
when the Middle East was
still reeling from the 1973
Yom Kippur War, the 1972
Olympic massacre at Munich,
and the 1976 hijacking of an
Air France flight from Tel
Aviv.

Tal Brody is scheduled to ap­
pear. Dessert reception following
the film. 

Who’s Gonna Love Me Now? 
Wednesday, February 15 at 7:15
PM, Temple Israel, $10

Saar, an Israeli man rejected by
his religious family and commu­
nity, finds camaraderie, support,
and love in his adoptive city Lon­
don. Through the community of

the London’s Gay Men’s Chorus,
he beings to repair and bridge the
relationships with his family, and
the country he left behind.  

The Gay Men’s Chorus of
Charlotte is scheduled to perform.

The Last Laugh
Thursday, February 16 at 7:15
PM, Temple Israel, $10

Film clips, performances, and
interviews with top comedians
and prominent Jewish leaders are
combined with an intimate por­
trait of an Auschwitz survivor,
weaving together a complete and
thoughtful exploration into the
question of what is and is not off­
limits in comedy.

Federation impacts more
Jewish lives than any other or­
ganization on the planet, and
our Federation has been doing
it right for over 75 years. 

We’re in places like
Ukraine, where without Fed­
eration’s help, elderly Jews
with no pension would have
to choose between buying
medicine and heating their
homes. Federation is in places
like Cuba where, without us, there
would be no Jewish learning op­
portunities, rabbis, or holidays
celebrations.

And in our own Jewish com­
munity, when a family is unable to
afford Jewish camp for their
children, Federation is there to
provide a subsidy to make this
Jewish experience possible. When
a single mother loses her job or
a lonely senior needs human
warmth, they can depend on Fed­
eration to assist them with dignity
and respect. Wherever there is a
need Federation is there to sustain
and strengthen Jewish life.  

And no one understands or can
communicate Federation’s impact
better than our 2017 Campaign
leaders. Jeff Turk, our 2017 Cam­
paign Chair, has had extensive

experience as a volunteer for
Federation and our entire Jewish
community for over 25 years. To
round out Jeff’s overall Fed­
eration portfolio, he traveled
to Israel in the summer of
2015 and participated in
JFNA’s Campaigners Mis­
sion, where he met with the
agencies, volunteers, and
recipients of our Annual
Campaign funding. Jeff’s ex­
perience on the Federation’s
Allocation Committee has
fueled his passion for  the
work of Federation, and has
contributed to his clear vi­

sion of the scope of Federation’s
funding at home and around the
world. 

Jeff has assembled an incredi­
ble team of committed lay leaders
to guide our volunteers and cam­
paigners as they work toward
meeting our 2017 Campaign Goal
of $3,750,000. When you are
asked, please give generously.

If you’d like to volunteer,
please contact Sue Littauer, Direc­
tor of Development, at sue.lit­
tauer@jewishcharlotte.org. Y
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Meet our 2017 Campaign Team:
* Jeff Turk  

Annual Campaign Chair

* Steve Cohen and Risa Miller
Major Gifts Co­Chairs

* Jill Newman 
Create a Jewish Legacy Chair

* Dale Polsky 
Women’s Philanthropy Chair

* Gail Baron and Stephanie Gitlin 
Lion of Judah Co­Chairs

* Jenny Rosenthal and 
Bonnie Tangalos  

Pomegranate Society Co­Chairs

* Sam Bernstein, Meredith 
Baumstein, and George Cronson

Team Captains
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Jason Tanenbaum  
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* David and Debra Van Glish
Main Event Co­Chairs

* Sara Kulbersh and 
Holly Levinson  

Spring Lecture Co­Chairs

* Zack Schwartz 
Impact365 Chair

* Alison Lerner 
Immediate Past Chair

Pomengranate Society Co­Chairs
Bonnie Tangalos and Jenny Rosen­
thal.

Major Gifts Co­Chairs Steve Cohen and Risa
Miller, Campaign Chair Jeff Turk

“The Last Laugh”

(Continued on page 22)

LEADERSHIP TO ENERGIZE THE 2017 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
It’s Always Something. That’s Why There’s Federation.

www.charlottejewishfilm.com
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Todah Rabah to Our

Most Recent Donors
The Charlotte Jewish News thanks our most recent donors for

their generosity in helping us fulfill our mission to continue

publishing the latest information about our community. Visit

charlottejewishnews.org to see the most updated information.

Charlotte Educators Explore the
Light Within Themselves During the
P2G Educators Consortium in Israel
By Karen Brodsky, Educa­
tor and Participant

It is traditional for Jews to
display their Chanukiot
(Chanukah menorahs) in
windows facing the street. A
group of American and Is­
raeli teachers were delighted
by the types, designs, and
beauty of Chanukiot dis­
played in the Old City of
Jerusalem. Some featured
candles; others colored and
clear olive oil to celebrate
the miracle of Chanukah.
The group followed the fes­
tive lights throughout Israel dur­
ing the recent Educators2Gether
2016 P2G Hadera­Eiron­SE Con­
sortium program, December 23­
December 29, 2016.

Four teachers from Charlotte
received the Chanukah gift of the
relationship between sister areas:
the American Southeast and the
Hadera­Eiron region of Israel.
Opening the gift paved the way
for creating relationships and en­
couraging cooperation between
the two regions. The American ed­
ucators visited schools, enjoyed
Israeli hospitality, learned about
social justice programs and ex­
plored about the possibilities of
strengthening ties between the
Jewish State and American Jews. 

Co­run by the Jewish Agency
for Israel (JAFI) and representa­
tives from the Jewish Federations
of North America (JFNA), the
P2G Consortium program strives
to “enable American Jews and Is­
raelis to share a connection of in­
formation, exchange of ideas
between the sides and engage in
mutual involvement and learn­
ing.”

The recent teacher exchange
gave educators from both sides

lasting friendships, new channels
of communication, and ideas to
strengthen the relationships be­
tween the Israeli teacher commu­
nities of the cities in Hadera­
Eiron, including Pardes Hanna­
Karkur, Hadera, Menashe, and
Alona.  

Andrea Wise, AP Biology and
Anatomy teacher for 11th and
12th graders at Providence High
School; Kathryn Francine Smith,
a Holocaust studies teacher at
Porter Ridge High School; Limor
Beeri and I, Hebrew teachers from
Temple Israel Religious School,
comprised the Charlotte delega­
tion. In addition to the teachers
from Charlotte, others came from
Nashville; Chattanooga; Rich­
mond, VA; Jacksonville and Pinel­
las, FL; and Charleston, SC,
totaling 17. 

Andrea Wise from the delega­
tion said that “‘Vision’ is a con­
cept that was explored in depth
through our visit. At Beit Eliezer
High School, we saw students ac­
tively engaged in Jewish People­
hood Day, and we could see the
results of the vision of the partner­
ship. Student leaders who are
trained in the P2G model organ­

ized and led classes in
which students reflected on
their Jewish identity. Reli­
gious school teachers in the
U.S. will lead the same ac­
tivities with their students.
Teachers will exchange the
responses between the sister
cities, both electronically
and physically. Many other
avenues for exchange were
opened when we met teach­
ers, stayed in their homes,
and celebrated Shabbat with
their families.”

I visited Sadot, an ele­
mentary school in Pardes Hanna­
Karkur. I met with my hostess’s
fifth grade class, distributed
Chanukah cards sent by students
at Temple Israel Religious School,
and visited younger classes to see
how they learn English. Shlomit
Shalev, my hostess, and other
teachers, shared ideas for engag­
ing students in learning Hebrew. I
enjoyed Shabbat with Shlomit’s
family. Her in­laws made Aliyah
more than 40 years ago from Aus­
tralia, and the conversation was
enlightening. Even with four chil­
dren, a day of teaching fifth­
graders, and having to squire an
American teacher, Shlomit man­
aged to bake challah from scratch,
cook several entrees and side
dishes, and serve a beautiful Shab­
bat meal. I was glad to be re­
minded of the work women do
throughout Israel and the United
States.

Once the delegation left
Hadera, Israelis and Americans
visited pivotal points on the map
of Israel. Each day was packed
with touring, discussion, experien­
tial learning, and meeting well­

The educators with group leader Yael Naali Ben
Zion (2nd from right). 

(Continued on page 3)
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known educators from Israel. In­
cluded were visits to the Herzl
Museum, the National Cemetery,
Yad VaShem, the Kotel on the
third day of Chanukah, the Jewish
quarter and the tunnels under the
Old City of Jerusalem, and the
Friends of Zion Museum.

The visit to the ecological
greenhouse in Kibbutz Ein She­
mer, which is in the Hadera re­
gion, illuminated innovative
learning experiences for high
school students and Arab and Is­
raeli student researchers who wish
to explore ecological solutions to
the world’s problems. 

Wise said about Ein Shemer,
“It was another chance to see vi­
sion realized. At Ein Shemer, we
saw the product of Avital Geva’s
dream of an educational facility
being utilized. In this greenhouse,
students and the community are
doing valuable projects, and real
problem­solving like sustainably
harvesting algae for food.”

A gem in the region in Pardes
Hanna is the Neve Michael Chil­
dren’s Village, a haven for 250
children ages 4­18 from all over
Israel; many of their parents have
mental illness or drug and alcohol
addiction and cannot take care of
their children. 

On the way to Tel Aviv, the
group stopped at Kibbutz Sedot
Yam, which is known for three
things: the Kibbutz home of Han­
nah Senesh, a poet and a hero of
World War II; Israeli Olympic
champions, and the manufacturer
of Ceasarstone, a hard, non­
porous surface that is replacing
the use of granite in many areas of
the world. The visit to Tel Aviv in­
cluded Independence Hall, Old
Yafo, Beit Hatfutsot (the Museum
of the Diaspora), the Carmel Mar­
ket, and the depressed neighbor­
hood of Neve Tzedek, where an
organization called Bina is work­
ing to improve conditions for its
residents. 

After each day, the educators
delved into their own Jewish
story, what they will take back to
their communities, and how the
experience changed them. The
group leader, Yael Naali Ben
Zion, took the hearts of the dele­
gates in her hands, made us feel
welcome everywhere we went,
and challenged us to look care­
fully into our feelings about Is­
rael. 

Meetings with Rabbi Avraham
Infeld, a teacher and leader in the
Jewish world, and Dr. Rachel Ko­

razim, a freelance Jewish educa­
tion consultant specializing in cur­
riculum development for Israel
and Holocaust education, helped
to solidify the answers the teach­
ers sought. 

Below, other educators share
their thoughts and experiences:

Kathryn Smith: “I am so proud
to have been selected to attend the
Educator’s Delegation in Israel.
This experience has been ab­
solutely life­changing for me –
not just as a teacher, but as a per­
son, too. While I teach ‘Remem­
ber the Holocaust’ at the high
school level and have almost
completed graduate studies relat­
ing to Holocaust Studies while
learning about the history of the
Jewish people, I have not had the
opportunity to become immersed
in Jewish culture. Going to Israel,
living with a host family, celebrat­
ing Shabbat and Chanukah, seeing
historic sites, as well as learning
from the Israelis I met, gave me a
hands­on experience that I could
not have received elsewhere. This
trip would not have been possible
for me without the support of the
Jewish Federation of Charlotte.

“I visited classrooms and par­
ticipated in learning opportunities
with the most amazing young
people. I actually touched the
Western Wall and viewed the
Dome of the Rock—places that I
have read about, but never imag­
ined I would actually see. I had
the opportunity to view Theodor
Herzl’s grave, as well as walk
around Israel’s military cemetery.
But most significantly, I have
learned how important family and
community are by living with my
host family. My host family had
an open door policy when it came
to inviting people into their home;
I enjoyed celebrating the holidays
and Shabbat with them. It was

simply amazing to me that I was
welcomed into the family, and by
their family and friends, even
though I had literally just stepped
off a plane from another country.
To me, this mindset is symbolic of
the Jewish people.

“When I went to Israel, I was
most excited about visiting Yad

Vashem; however, by the end of
the trip, I could not pick just one
event that impacted me the most
because the entire experience was
absolutely surreal. I am most ap­
preciative to the Jewish Federa­
tion of Charlotte for making it
possible for me to become more
knowledgeable about Jewish cul­
ture so that I can share with my
students. I am keeping in touch
with several Israelis I met on the
trip, as well as my host family. It
is absolutely remarkable to know
that, although we are on separate
continents, I will always have a
family in Israel who will welcome
me home…as I will welcome
them.”

Limor Beeri: “If I had to use
one word to describe my Partner­
ship 2Gether delegation trip to Is­
rael, I keep coming back to the
word magnificent. What a rich
and colorful experience. There
were so many highlights, and
every little detail was well organ­
ized and thought of. This adven­
ture exposed me to many
additional layers and discoveries
about Israel, its culture, and our
Jewish identity. We had a wonder­
ful group of Israeli and American
educators, sharing many common
goals and learning so much from
one another. I am so excited about
the tools I have been given as a re­
sult of this delegation, and cannot
wait to use my new knowledge in
bringing Israel into the classroom
and the hearts of our students.”

Partnership Together (P2G)
Hadera­Eiron and the Southeast
Consortium Partnership is dedi­
cated to creating relationships and

encouraging connections between
individuals and groups from di­
verse professional and social
backgrounds in face­to­face en­
counters. Such encounters encour­
age cooperation, mutual learning,
and tolerance while strengthening
peoples’ sense of belonging to the

Jewish people and Israel. For
more information, please contact,
Tal Stein, Director of Community
Relations and Israel Affairs at
tal.stein@jewischarlotte.org or
704­944­6751.Y
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Buying...Selling...Relocating...
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to the local
Jewish Community.

Ann Langman
704-502-4328 
ann.langman@allentate.com

Andrew Rosen
704-604-4756
andrew.r    osen@allentate.com

Experience and Commitment!

Serving the Charlotte  
community for over  
30 years.
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SPECIALIZING IN:
INDIVIDUAL: Life u Medicare u Disability u LTC Insurance

GROUP: Medical u Life u Dental u Vision u Disability

CONTACT US WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT
MEDICARE & LIFE INSURANCE

“Providing the most competitive plans and outstanding service since 1974.”
Keith Greenspon ­ Licensed Broker/Advisor

704.376.7434 u GREENSPON.COM

AVAILABLE SUBSIDIES FOR
JEWISH EXPERIENCES 

For more information, please contact Tal Stein, Director of Israel Affairs and 
Community Relations, 704.944.6751 | tal.stein@jewishcharlotte.org

Gorelick Teens to Israel Fund: Subsidies are available to 
local Jewish teens ages 13 - 19 traveling to Israel on a 
Federation approved program

Gloria & Harry Lerner Family Fund: Subsidies are available 
to local Jewish young adults between the ages of 21-30 
traveling to Israel on a Federation approved program

Special thanks to Bill and Patty Gorelick and Harry and Gloria Lerner
for their ongoing support and generosity.

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

Jewish Experience Fund: Need based subsidies are available 
for families meeting at least one (1) of the following criteria:

Household gross income not to exceed $75,000
Change in household circumstances within the last 6 
months necessitating financial assistance (ie: medical    
concerns, job loss, change in family status, etc.)
Multiple children attending camps and/or Jewish programs
Extenuating chronic family circumstances (ie: special 
needs children; disability, etc.)

For more information, please contact Jewish Family Services. 704.364.6594.
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The delegation in the Old City.

Please join the JCRC Speaker
Series for the second session of
our two part series by Dr. Ralph
Nurnberger on February 28 at 7
PM in the Sam Lerner Center for
Cultural Arts at Shalom Park. Dr.
Nurnberger will address the on­
going implications of President
Trump’s new administration and

recent activities, appointments,
and statements affecting the Jew­
ish community and Israel.

Dr. Nurnberger a professor of
international relations at George­
town University is a widely ac­
claimed speaker who brings
humor, current political insights
and historical background to his
presentations and analysis of po­
litical and international issues in­
cluding American politics and the
Middle East.

For more information or to
RSVP, please contact the Jewish

Federation office at 704­944­6757
or info@jewishcharlotte.org.Y

JCRC Speaker Series Continues on
February 28

Ralph Nurnberger

P2G Educators’ Mission
(Continued from page 2)
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Wednesday, February 8
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Community News

By Mike Littauer, president, 
Hebrew Cemetery Association

On February 12, from 2­4 PM,
we will celebrate Tu biShvat at the
Hebrew Cemetery with our third
annual tree planting in coopera­
tion with Trees Charlotte. We will
plant 50 trees as part of our ceme­
tery beautification program and
commitment to increase the tree
canopy in Charlotte. We hope you,
your family, and your friends will
join with us at the Hebrew Ceme­
tery on Statesville Road to cele­
brate and contribute to the beauty
of our Cemetery. As always,
this is a family friendly event
so bring your children. Please use
the following link or call Sandra
Goldman at the cemetery office
to RSVP. www.tfaforms.com/
458746. 

This year our program will be
led by our community Shlicha,
Inbal Ozeri, who will share some
of her personal stories of growing
up in Israel where Tu biShvat is
Israel’s equivalent of Arbor Day.
Inbal is a wonderful part of our
community and I know you will
be entertained and educated with
her stories.   

Our first 50 RSVPs will get a
free tee shirt commemorating the
event and will get to pick out and

take home a free tree from the
Trees Charlotte Tree Store that
will be on­site. Choices will in­
clude three different evergreens,
Yoshino cherry trees, and some
oaks. This is a $700 value. 

This is a fun day with a won­
derful contribution to our ceme­
tery and I encourage all that are
able to attend. 

CJL and the Hebrew Cemetery 
Create a Jewish Legacy or CJL

has become a critically important
part of our Jewish community’s
future and sustainability. I want to
take just a moment to thank our
donors who have endowed a CJL
gift to the Hebrew Cemetery so
generously and thoughtfully. I
also want to encourage those who
are thinking about a planned gift
to contact Sandra Goldman, our
Cemetery Director or Jill Blumen­
thal, our CJL Chairperson, and let
them take you through the bene­
fits of CJL. Thank you. Y

Annual Tu biShvat and
Tree Planting at Hebrew
Cemetery

Moishe House is a nonprofit or­
ganization dedicated to promoting
community among Jewish young
adults in their twenties and early
thirties. Moishe House looks to
fill the void that often exists after
graduating college and prior to
settling down. The organization
brings together groups of three to
five Jewish adults who live to­
gether and plan local programs,
both home­based and external, for
other young Jewish adults. There
are currently 93 Moishe Houses in
22 countries around the world.

Moishe House Charlotte began
in August 2013 and since then has
hosted 130+ events ranging from
service projects to social events to
Jewish learning and more. We are
always happy to see new and re­
turning faces, so be sure to join us.
We are pleased to share with you
our exciting events for this Febru­
ary:

Event 1: Cookie Exchange and
Hot Chocolate Bar ­ Thursday,
February 2 at 7 PM at Moishe
House

Do you like cookies and hot
chocolate? Moishe House will be
hosting its first ever cookie ex­
change. Bring a dozen or so of
your favorite cookies to trade. We
will also have a hot chocolate bar,
so get ready for a sweet night.

Event 2: Friday Night Services
at Temple Beth­El + Pizza Party at
MoHo ­ Friday, February 10 at
7 PM at Shalom Park, 5007 Prov­

idence Rd.
Want to hear of a fun and relax­

ing way to end your week? Come
hang with Moishe House at Tem­
ple Beth El for a Friday night
service. We know it’s an early
start but join when you can. Serv­
ices should go from 7­9 and then
we’ll head over to the Moishe
House for some pizza and drinks.  

Event 3: Galentine + Palen­
tine’s Day Dinner ­ Monday, Feb­
ruary 13 at 7 PM at Kid Cashew

Valentine’s Day is typically re­
served for a romantic evening
with your significant other. That
leaves the day before Valentine’s
Day wide open for dinner with
your gals and pals. To celebrate
Galentine and Palentine’s Day,
Moishe House has a reservation at
Kid Cashew, a fantastic local
restaurant. Lock down your spot
soon by emailing mohochar­
lotte@gmail.com as there are lim­
ited spots on the reservation!

Event 4: Benefit Happy Hour
at TBD ­ Thursday, February 16 at
7 PM at Charlotte

Come out and Share the Love!
to benefit The American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee
(JDC). Our Moishe friend Elana

Congress traveled in Ukraine
through a JDC service­learning
trip and wants your help to sup­
port the Jewish communities
there. Enjoy appetizers on us and
a chance to learn about the work
of the JDC. Beer and wine for
sale. $10 suggested contribution.
Email mohocharlotte@gmail.com
for the exact location.

Event 5: MoHo Does Laser
Tag ­ Wednesday, February 22 at
7:30 PM at Sports Connection,
10930 Granite St., Charlotte 

Tag you’re it! Come out to
Sports Connection for Laser Tag
with your favorite Moishe House
crew. MoHo is going to cover   the
cost of the first game for the first
15 participants that email  mo­
hocharlotte@gmail.com. Addi­
tional games are $8/each.

To learn more about Moishe
House Charlotte, visit us at
www.moishehousecharlotte.org/
houses/charlotte or check us out
on facebook: www.facebook.com/
MoisheHouseCharlotte. To con­
tact us, please e­mail mohochar­
lotte@gmail.com.Y

Moishe House Events for February

www.moisehousecharlotte.org/houses/charlotte
www.facebook.com/MoisheHouseCharlotte
www.carolinatix.org


On New Year’s Eve
many in our community
celebrated by toasting
with champagne. The
Levine Jewish Commu­
nity Center’s Board of
Directors and Staff were
among those toasting,
but not just to ring in the
New Year, they were
toasting that the Levine
JCC’s recent Capital
Campaign – JBUILD –
exceeded its fundraising
goal of $5.95 million. 

Together, over 660
community members
joined together to pledge
over $6,036,000 to JBUILD by
the Campaign’s close on Decem­
ber 31, 2016. Jon Simon, LJCC
Board President was elated at the
success of the campaign, “We
thank those that have invested in
JBUILD and we look forward to
continuing to impact our Charlotte
community for many generations
to come.”

Peter Blair, LJCC CEO, stated
“As important as the dollars
raised, is the support we engen­
dered from our community. Our
community members invested in
the future impact of the Levine
Jewish Community Center on
Charlotte Jewish life and the
greater Charlotte community.”
The Campaign also received sig­
nificant support from our Char­
lotte business community,
including leadership gifts from
Bank of America, the Wells Fargo
Foundation, and the Carolinas
HealthCare Foundation. As these
gifts were received prior to the
conclusion of 2015, they were
doubled through a generous
match provided by the Levine and

Sklut families.
The investments made

by families, individuals,
foundations, and corpo­
rations are already evi­
dent when you walk
through the JCC. Donor
pledges are hard at work
as shown by the recently
completed renovations to
the LJCC’s Family
Locker rooms and ongo­
ing construction on a
new outdoor Aquatics
Center. The LJCC also
made a $750,000 invest­
ment in Camp Mindy
and more than $150,000

in improvements to the fitness
complex; including a new sport
court in the Pavilion, a new floor
in the David Silverman Fitness
center and JForce room, and a
renovated second floor Dance
Studio in 2015. In the coming
months and years, the success
of JBUILD will also allow
the LJCC to add square
footage to its Fitness Com­
plex, upgrade its Performing
Arts Facility, and other much
needed infrastructure im­
provements.

These exciting renovations
and additions will enhance every­
one’s experience and give new
generations the opportunity to
meet, to gather and to form lasting
relationships. Diana Warth, LJCC
Director of Advancement, com­
mented, “While we know the
physical changes are needed on

our 30­year­old campus – the
campaign was much less about
what we are building than WHY
we are building it. As we all expe­
rience every day, your ‘J’ is not
only a place where you build
stronger relationships with your
family and friends, but where you
help build a stronger, healthier
community.”

The success of the campaign
ensures that we will continue to
hear stories that begin with … “If
not for the ‘J,’” as Charlottean's
relay the impact of the “J” on their
lives.

Roni Fishkin, Campaign Chair
and Past President of the LJCC,
shared her personal “If not for the
‘J’” story throughout the cam­
paign and could be seen smiling
as she told the story of how her
“children grew up at the LJCC …

and many of their friends today
are still the ones they made in
Hoopsters, micro soccer or just
hanging out at the pool.” Roni
chaired the campaign to ensure
that the next generation has these
same opportunities. 

Just as past generations created

a place to shape our current J sto­
ries, the successful campaign en­
sures there will be future stories to
be told. Jon Simon, LJCC Board
President, noted, “These stories
have been made possible through
the generosity of our community.

Our success is because of YOU.
Thank you for being a part of
JBUILD, thank you for being a
part of your community’s
future.” Y
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Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through representatives of Lincoln Financial Services,
member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Services and 
L2 Financial are not related. LFS­1568750­081116

Larry Horowitz, CLU, ChFC

L2 Financial
2815 Coliseum Centre Drive, Ste. 200

Charlotte, NC 28217
704­609­7505   FAX: 704­369­2918

www.L2financial.com

Helping in the CREATION, PRESERVATION 
& DISTRIBUTION of your Estate

JBUILD Exceeds Its Fundraising Goal

Legacy

Profile

Dedee and
Irv Cygler

Dedee and Irv Cygler are
among the 359 individuals and
families in our community who
have created 736 unique
legacy gifts to support its fu­
ture. Please take the time to
read their story and thank them
for their generosity. It is our
hope that you will be inspired
and encouraged to join them
and others who have created
legacy gifts to help sustain our
Jewish community. 
By Dedee Cygler

Our journey to Charlotte began
in the boroughs of New York. I
grew up in Bayside, Queens and
was raised in a conservative
Jewish home attending traditional
Hebrew school three days a week.
My parents were founding mem­

bers of our synagogue and re­
mained active throughout their
lives. Irv grew up in Pelham Park­
way neighborhood of the Bronx
as a child of Holocaust survivors
from Lodz, Poland. In his home,
Yiddish was the native tongue.
His family retained a strong bond
to their roots and Jewish heritage
through their tight social network
of fellow survivors.

Irv and I met through family in
1977. He was living in New York
and I was living in Philadelphia.
We married two years later. For
much of our married life, we both
worked in Manhattan and lived in
Scarsdale, NY. When I retired
from corporate life, I realized that
by running all of my errands

(Continued on page 17)

For more information or questions, please contact
Diana Warth, Director of Advancement

704­554­2051 s diana.warth@charlottejcc.org

www.malakjewelers.com


Every Wednesday night, the Jewish teens of Charlotte
gather together for learning, fun and friendship. They cel­
ebrate Jewish holidays together, try to solve the world’s
problems together, and learn to love Israel and the Jewish

people together. That in a nutshell is Charlotte’s Hebrew
High. It’s a place where teens can feel proud to be their
Jewish selves in a non­judgmental, caring, atmosphere.
Teachers and students work hand in hand to foster Jewish

pride and insure Jewish continuity.  
The photos below represent just a few of the special mo­

ments that are Hebrew High. Y
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Josh Rubin’s Plumbing, LLC
LICENSED ­ BONDED ­ INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Layouts for slabs ­ Rough­in and Finish
Water Heater Repairs and Replacement

Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
Toilets, Tubs, Faucets, Sink, and Disposal 

Repairs/Replacement
~ 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ~

NC State Lic. #29197           SC State Lic. #M110508

704­517­4918

Youth Visions
This Is Us, We’re Hebrew High

The students celebrate Chanukah.

Sarah Fitzgerald, Paige Finkelstein, Michael
Zacks, Ben Telor, Saul Vitner, and Sophia
Hansen love Inbal’s Israel class.

After classes, the students enjoy lounge (“cookie time”).

Brain Sobel, Jake Kwiatkowski, Avery Rosen, and Anya
Dippold learn about Israel.

Jackie Jewel, a Hough High School freshman, member of Temple Kol
Tikvah in Lake Norman and BBG Chapter Ohavim, has had her entry
to North Carolina PTA Reflections Program advance to the county level.
Her ballroom dance entry was filmed at the Shalom Park Butterfly Gar­
den and was choreographed to George Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue.
The Viennese waltz entry was titled “Butterflies in Blue” and her part­
ner was Ranko Bogosavac, her coach at Metropolitan Ballroom in
Charlotte. Jackie will be competing at the Heritage Classic Dancesport
Championship at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville on March 1. 

Jackie Jewel Dances in
Championship Level 
Competition

www.swimmerinsurance.com
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Temple Beth El invites the en­
tire Charlotte community to cele­
brate the Installation of Rabbi

Dusty Klass and attend the annual
Sadie Levin Scholar­in Residence
Weekend featuring Rabbi Paul

Kipnes. Rabbi Dusty Klass was
ordained at the Los Angeles cam­
pus of the Hebrew Union College

­ Jewish Institute of Religion in
May 2016. Rabbi Klass arrived at
Temple Beth El in July 2016,
eager to learn the life stories of the
congregation, endeavoring to
begin her rabbinate creating
meaningful relationships. Within
six months, Rabbi Klass has en­
riched the Temple Beth El com­
munity with her ineffable warmth.
Rabbi Klass has officiated at life­
cycle events, offering inspiration
through her thoughtful expression
of Judaism. She has imparted wis­
dom beyond her years by truly lis­
tening to congregants of all ages.
Listening and commitment to so­
cial justice are two of Klass’ pas­
sions. For Justice Shabbat
(January 13­14), Rabbi Klass and
the Tzedek Council invited the
Charlotte community to Temple
Beth El to listen and understand
the events that challenged and
broke the hearts of Charlotteans in
September 2016. She facilitated
discussions to build strong con­
nections of coalition across lines
of race, faith and difference.

It is no coincidence that the In­
stallation of Dusty Klass will take
place during the Sadie Levin
Scholar­in­Residence Weekend
when we will welcome our es­
teemed guest speaker, Rabbi Paul
Kipnes. Rabbi Kipnes has served
as mentor, teacher, and supervisor
to Rabbi Klass during her rabbinic
internship at Congregation Or
Ami in Calabasas, CA.  

Rabbi Paul Kipnes, an author,
blogger, and insightful spiritual
leader at Congregation Or Ami,
joined the synagogue in California
because of its commitment to
Torah study, to God­talk, to social
justice, and to being a community
in which members take note of
and care for each other. Kipnes
“seeks to be a warm, welcoming,

compassionate presence in the
lives of his congregants and their
families, hoping to create a syna­
gogue home which makes them
feel warmly welcomed; always
striving to be accessible, ap­
proachable and inspiring.”

Rabbi Kipnes will join the
Temple Beth El community and
the Charlotte community for a
weekend of learning and discus­
sion, Friday, February 10 through
Sunday, February 12. Rabbi Kip­
nes will share his words of wis­
dom and words of congratulations
at the Installation of Rabbi Dusty
Klass on Friday, February 10 at 7
PM. On Saturday, February 11, at
9 AM Rabbi Kipnes will be joined

by Rabbi Klass to lead Torah
Study. Later on Saturday, from
6:30­8:30 PM, Rabbi Kipnes will
lead the community in Havdalah
and discussions. On Sunday, Feb­
ruary 12, at 11 AM, Rabbi Kipnes
will conclude his visit to the
Queen City with “Five Jewish
Values that Will Transform Your
Parenting,” a workshop about
raising children with spirituality.
Kipnes co­authored with his wife,
Michelle November, Jewish Spir­
itual Parenting: Wisdom, Activi­
ties, Rituals, and Prayers for
Raising Children with Spiritual
Balance and Emotional Whole­
ness, a primer on how to share
wisdom in ways that children will
hear. In this guidebook for build­
ing a strong framework for a Jew­
ish life, Rabbi Paul Kipnes and
Michelle November reveal the
spiritual wisdom they have
learned and the hard­won tech­
niques they developed that shaped
their children as individuals and
their family as a whole. 

Rabbi Kipnes, MAJE, is a lec­
turer on raising ethical, resilient
Jewish children, a former camp
director, a summer faculty mem­
ber at Camp Newman, and North
American Federation of Temple
Youth regional advisor.  In fact,
Rabbi Klass was a Counselor­in­
Training Director at Camp New­
man in 2009. 

We are excited to install Rabbi
Dusty Klass as Assistant Rabbi of
Temple Beth El. Her role as spiri­
tual leader at Temple Beth El will
surely mirror the compassion and
the approachability of her mentor,
Rabbi Kipnes. We are equally de­
lighted that Rabbi Kipnes will be
in attendance to imbue in us a
deeper understanding of the role
of spirituality in parenting and to
share his words of Mazel Tov on
this milestone event in Rabbi
Klass’ life.

The Sadie Levin Scholar­in­
Residence Weekend is offered at
no cost to the public. Reservations
for the weekend are requested. 

The Sadie Levin Scholar­in­
Residence program was estab­
lished by Norm Levin, Honorary
Lifetime President of Temple
Beth El, in honor of his mother,
Sadie Levin, a woman committed
to Jewish learning, Jewish life,
and Jewish community. For
more information, please visit
www.templebethel.org or call
704­366­1948.Y
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5815 Blakeney Park Dr., Charlotte, NC 28277

To take advantage of the special pricing, patients 
must pay in full on Thursday, Feb. 9 or Friday, 
Feb. 10. Procedures may be scheduled on either 
of those days or at a later date. Patients may not 
buy additional product for future office visits.

 Join us and experience 
 beautiful results:

Thursday, Feb. 9
Friday, Feb. 10

THIS

IS FOR      YOU

PER UNIT

Purchase any syringe of the 
following and receive $100 
OFF each additional syringe:
• Juvéderm • Silk 
• Perlane  • Volbella 
• Radiesse • Voluma  
• Restylane

BOTOX

$10 
PER UNIT

DYSPORT

$3.20 

Book your appointment today: 704.542.2220 

&SYNAGOGUES CONGREGATIONS
Temple Beth El Presents the Installation of Rabbi Dusty Klass 
Plus the Sadie Levin Scholar­in­Residence Weekend Welcoming Rabbi Paul Kipnes 
Friday, February 10­Sunday, February 12

Rabbi Dusty Klass

Rabbi Paul Kipnes

4310 Sharon Road in The Village Shops at SouthPark

704-364-6543    www.davidsltd.com

www.ppsd.com
www.davidsltd.com
www.templebethel.org
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Start 2017 with a 
plan for success!

Private and Group Coaching:
 
 •  Leadership 
 •  Communication
 •  Sales
 •  Career Transition
 •  Career Management
 •  Hiring, Managing and 
           Motivating Talent
 •  Strategic Planning  

For a complimentary 
consultation, call us today!

704-604-1655

www. .com

5960 FAIRVIEW ROAD, SUITE 400
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28210

TEL: 704.523.2202 w FAX: 704.496.2716
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM w WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

MEG D. GOLDSTEIN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

ESTATE PLANNING,
ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION,

PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS,
CHARITABLE PLANNING AND ENTITIES,
GENERAL CORPORATE AND TAX LAW,

BUSINESS SUCCESSION PLANNING

WORK WITH A LEADER IN
CHARLOTTE REAL ESTATE

704­975­8500 
SteveLepow@remax.net
www.LepowRealtors.com

EXECUTIVE REALTY

Charlotte Magazine FIVE STAR Real Estate Agent

RE/MAX Hall of Fame member

A casual and safe place for you and your little ones to hang out
and enjoy.

Join our little friends as we explore neighborhood and commu­
nity helpers.

Classes will be led by Leah Levin and held at the Ballantyne
Jewish Center, 8632 Bryant Farms Rd. 

Tuesday mornings, 9:30­10:30 AM
$5 per class. Appropriate for ages 0­2. Children can attended

with a parent or a caregiver. 

For more info contact Leah Levin at Leah@JewishBallantyne.
com or  704­246­8881 or visit www.JewishBallantyne. com.Y

Babyccino ­ Mommy & Me

Having fun at Babyccino.

Chanukah 2016 
at the Ballantyne 

Jewish Center

Chanukah Party in Sun City (L­R, Beverly Moseman,
Sandra Benson, Ami Felner)

Glow in the Dark Menorah at StoneCrest with over 300
people

Carnival and Menorah lighting in Waxhaw with 150
people

Damien Rouchouze
makes a menorah at
CGI Ballantyne
Winter camp 

The Temple Solel Chanukah
Family Menorah Lighting Service
was held on Friday, December 23,
2016. Russ Cobe, the Temple
Solel lay­leader, guided the con­
gregation and their guests through
a thoughtful and spiritual event to
celebrate the upcoming Festival
of Lights. The evening opened
with “Shalom Chaverim” and
“Bim Bam,” both songs truly ex­
pressing the joy of welcoming
everyone to celebrate Shabbat and
fellowship, in addition to the im­
pending holiday.

In preparation for the first offi­
cial night of Chanukah on De­
cember 24, families only lit the
first candle of their menorahs, as
the entire congregation recited all
three prayers together. After an
abbreviated, yet engaging service,
thoughts and senses turned to the
celebratory oneg. Temple Solel’s
president, James Fox, who is also
an executive chef, prepared sev­
eral batches of fresh latkes as the
congregants enjoyed each other’s
company. There were homemade
cookies, and dozens of sufganiyot

in many flavors, which were al­
most as sweet as the time spent to­
gether with the Temple Solel
family. Y

Chanukah at Temple Solel

February 7 ­ Postman
February 14 ­ Doctor
February 21 ­ Police Officer

February 28 ­ Firefighter
March 7 ­ Rabbi
March 14 ­ Teacher

www.JewishBallantyne.com


Seven members of Temple
Solel in Fort Mill, SC, once again
volunteered their time and efforts
for the children and staff of the
Children’s Attention Home. Tem­
ple Solel has been a long­time

supporter of the home, financially
and through volunteer efforts such
as tutoring.

The event began with a craft
for the children, to create a holi­
day bookmark or other creative

caricature that represented the hol­
idays to them. The craft gives our
members time to interact one on
one with the children. They are
more than happy to talk about
gifts they received for the holidays
while they make their keepsakes.

Temple Solel’s volunteers then
served a hot lunch of chicken and
homemade macaroni and cheese,
along with fruit and some home
baked cookies. The children really
enjoyed the food and company,
some even coming back for sec­
ond helpings.

This was the second year Tem­
ple Solel has served Christmas
lunch. “It feels really good to
allow the staff to enjoy some time
with the children and not have to
worry about serving and cleaning;
they work hard for these special
children,” said Temple Solel Pres­

ident, James Fox. The congrega­
tion is eager to serve a meal for
the children and staff again and
hope to make this a more regular

event for Temple Solel and the At­
tention Home.Y
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Make this the 
year you visit 

israel! • Private Family celebrations
• Escorted Groups
• Adventure Travel
• Personal & customized experiences

Let our team in Israel handle every 
detail & share their love for Israel, 

it’s history, culture & people

704.541.0943 ext 225

Beth Folic

704.892.9020 ext 226 

Jeff Eggert

You know

Find out how our extensive training and care philosophy help us make 
meaningful connections that lead to better, more engaging care. 

Start home care today.
hwcg.com/charlotte 
704.503.4660

where her glasses are when  

she misplaces them, how much  

she hates taking medicine, and  

her passion for cookies.

We’ll know that, too.
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Temple Solel Serves Christmas Lunch to the Children and Staff of the
Children’s Attention Home in Rock Hill

Serving Christmas lunch at the Children’s Attention Home

“Find yourself a rabbi” teaches
our Mishnah. A Jewish commu­
nity needs a rabbi to teach and
guide them. Temple Kol Ami of
Fort Mill, SC is thrilled to an­
nounce that Rabbi Ana Bonnheim
will be joining us to provide rab­
binic leadership to our congrega­
tion and the York County Jewish
community. After spending a
wonderful Shabbaton weekend
with Rabbi Bonnheim in Decem­
ber, TKA knew that we had found
our rabbi. “We believe a rabbi is
the heartbeat of a Jewish commu­
nity,” stated Bonnie Shaw, TKA
president. “We are so excited to
welcome Rabbi Bonnheim to our
congregation and continue to
grow with her.” 

Rabbi Bonnheim will be lead­
ing Temple Kol Ami in Friday
night Shabbat service (and actu­
ally started in January). She will
be with TKA as follows: February
3, March 17, April 7 and May 19.
For an honorarium, Rabbi
Bonnheim is also available to of­
ficiate at a wide range of life cycle
events including baby namings,
weddings, funerals, unveilings,
and b’nei mitzvah. For more in­
formation, please contact us at
yorksynagogue@gmail.com.

Rabbi Bonnheim is a graduate
of Dartmouth College and re­
ceived her rabbinic ordination
from Hebrew Union College­

Cincinnati. She previously served
at Temple Beth Emeth of Sher­
man, TX and as associate rabbi at
the URJ Greene Family Camp in
Dallas. She recently relocated to
Charlotte with her husband, Rabbi
Asher Knight of Temple Beth El,
and her two young sons. She
brings with her unbounding en­
thusiasm for Jewish education and
deep knowledge of the liturgy.
Temple Kol Ami looks forward to
partnering with her and develop­
ing a strong relationship for many
years to come. 

Temple Kol Ami is also hum­
bled to have again received the
Impact and Innovation Fund
Grant from the Jewish Feder­
ation of Greater Charlotte.
With this grant, TKA will con­
tinue to bring quarterly Shab­
batons to the Greater York
County area in partnership

with the Institute of Southern Jew­
ish Learning’s Rabbi on the Road
program. In 2016, TKA hosted
three highly successful Shabba­
tons, each including Friday night
Shabbat service, Torah study,
Havdallah/cultural programming
and Sunday school religious
education. We are so pleased to
host these weekends of prayer
and enrichment in 2017 for the
York County Jewish community
through the generosity of the
Federation. Check our website,
www.templekolamisc.org, for
dates and more details soon.

Temple Kol Ami is a diverse
and welcoming Reform Jewish
congregation. We hold Friday
night Shabbat services the 1st and
3rd Fridays of each month at the
historic sanctuary of Unity Pres­
byterian Church, 303 Tom Hall
Street, Fort Mill, SC. We would
love to have you visit our congre­
gation and find out about our
warm, family­oriented environ­
ment. Y

Temple Kol Ami Welcomes Rabbi Ana
Bonnheim to Lead Congregation

Rabbi Ana Bonnheim

Mazal Tov to the Cohen
family...

On the birth of a beautiful baby girl, Ava Gray Cohen. She was born
on October 24, 2016 to Chandler and Adam Cohen. Grandparents are
Kathe and Steve Cohen. Uncle Mike, Aunt Tara, and  Aunt Ashley are
also partaking in this joy. The Cohen families are members of Temple
Beth El. Y

Like us on Facebook: 
Charlotte Jewish News

www.templekolamisc.org
www.facebook.com/CharlotteJewishNews
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www.israeloutdoors.com
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Havurat Tikvah will tenta­
tively host an Israeli humor pro­
gram on February 4, 7:30 PM at
a member’s home. Attendees are
invited to bring a funny story or
joke to share that is an example
of American or Southern Jewish
humor. Check the website for
more details.

On February 11, 10 AM, the
congregation will hold a Tu bi­
Shevat and community Shabbat
service at Avondale Presbyterian
Church, Aitken Classroom, at
2821 Park Rd. Kiddush will
follow.

Havurat Tikvah is a warm,
supportive and nurturing Jewish
Reconstructionist congregation
with Shabbat services and a
full spectrum of holiday obser­
vances, as well as religious edu­
cational options for both adults
and children. We are a diverse
group of families, singles, and
Jewish and interfaith couples
who participate in projects that
promote social justice.

We value and depend upon
member participation and leader­
ship for our religious services,
spiritual growth and governance.

Havurat Tikvah is an affiliate
of the Jewish Reconstructionist
Communities, In Association
with the Reconstructionist Rab­
binical College.

For more information on up­
coming services, programs,
membership or other queries,
call 980­225­5330, write to
Havurat Tikvah, P.O. Box 12684,
Charlotte, NC 28220, email
membership@havurattikvah.org
or visit havurattikvah.org. Havu­
rat Tikvah is also on Facebook at
facebook.com/groups/havurat­
tikvah/.Y

Havurat
Tikvah 
Creates
“Light” 
Program

www.homeswithcachet.com
www.havurattikvah.org
www.facebook.com/groups/havurattikvah/
www.ddaattravel.com
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PARTNER  $2,500-4,999
Dru & Rick Abrams
Ann & Bob Abel
Lauren & Eric Althofer
Steve Barilovits
Stacy & Allen Baum
Lillian & Alan Becker
Lois & Sanford Benjamin
Cary Bernstein & Alan Kronovet Family
Nayla Bitar & Carlos Rish
Lisa & Barry Blau
Bonnie & David Bornstein
Shari & John Box
Geneva & Evan Boxer
Carla & Bryson Brannon
Tracy & Larry Brown
Robin & Bryan Buckler
Suly & Richard Chenkin

The Collman Family

Beth & Bob Davis
Amy & Mark DeLoach
Elaine & Michael Denenberg 
Jill & Mike Dinerman
Talli & John Dippold
Roni & Glenn Fishkin
Caren & Mel Frank
Peggy & Elliot Gartner
Sandra & Richard Gellar
Courtney & Stanton Geller
Ellen Goldberg & Seth Bernanke

The Golembe Family
Jennifer & Leon Golynsky

Leigh & Robert Jacobson
Lisa & Wheeler Jervis

Nancy & Robert Kipnis
Joan Kirschner
Karen Knoble & Barry Bobrow
Chrys & Scott Kolodny
Marilyn & Fred Kraus
Judy & Eric Laxer
Darin Levine
Alison & Jack Levinson
Rebecca Levy & Jon Abeshaus
Michelle & Jesse Lieberman
Cecile & Ken Lipack

Pearl & Alan Mann
Stephanie & Gabriel Mathless
Judy & David Miller
Jo & Ed Minchew
Elizabeth & Jered Mond
Staci & Darren Mond
Janice & Albert Nalibotsky
Elizabeth & Jeremy Naman

Jennifer & Michael Newman
Marcelle & Allan Oxman
Brenda & Floyd Patten
Michelle & Barry Perlmutter

Melissa & Steve Raphael
Wendi & Joel Reichard
Matti & Scott Reider
Doug Richman
Irena & Lee Rimler
The Rogelberg Family
Jennifer & Andrew Rosen
Marlene & Douglas Rosen

Leslie & Edwin Rusgo
Carissa & Ed Schlesinger
Dorothy & Norman Shapiro

Louis Sinkoe & Kevin Levine
Rachel Seymour & Andy Korczynski

Marsha & John Small
Debra & Peter Smul
Rachel & Leo Spector
Renee & Joseph Steiner

Richard F. Stolar  
     Sarah K. Stolar
Bonnie & Andrew Tangalos
Temple Beth El
Renee & Ron Townsend

The Turtletaub Family

Elizabeth & Michael Waller
Beth & Phil Warshauer
Janice & Ron Weiner
The Weiss Family
Marc & Kim Wojnowich
Sue & Kim Worrel
Courtney & Fernando Ycaza
Emily & Sam Zimmern 

DONOR  $5,000-9,999
Anonymous
Jessica & Greg Abrams
Glenda & Brian Bernhardt
Bobbi & Don Bernstein
Nancy & Samuel Bernstein
Julie Bradlow
Melanie & Eliot Brown
Andrea & George Cronson
Lisa Davidson & Zeev Neuwirth
Lynn & Paul Edelstein
Carrie & Seth Feit
Emily Felt & Greg Corrin
Debbie & Mark Freedman

Stephanie & David Gitlin
Joy & Neal Golub
Adele & Ron Gordon
Donna, Rick, Adam & Nicky Greene
Roz Greenspon & Marty Birnbaum
Jodi & Josh Greenwald

Linda & Robert Isser
Dana & Andrew Kapustin
Cindy & Craig Katzman
Claire & Alan Krusch
Julie & Arthur Lavitt
Donna & Gary Lerner

Elissa & Joshua Levine
Penny & David Lipsitz
Elaine & Brad Moody
Laura & Stephen Philipson

Karen & David Ransenberg
Red Ventures
Lori & Brian Rosenthal
Chantal & Ilya Rubin
Rubin Salant & Family

Phyllis Schultz & Matthew Gromet
The Schwartz Family and  
     Carole & Jerry Sternstein
Melvin Segal
Linda C. Seigel

The Selkin Family
Anita & Marvin Shapiro
Lisa Shpritz & Jeremy Tart
Karen & Milton Silver
The Marc & Mattye Silverman  
     Family Foundation
Stephanie & Jonathan Simon
The Slomka Family
Michelle Spak & Robert Saltzmann
Jenny Sperry & Terry Maskin

Robin & Michael Stier
Judi & Leonard Strause
Gary Sweeney
The Taback Family
Teri & Albert Taras
Cantor Mary Thomas & Matthew Moore
Ellie & Robert Valenstein

Diana Warth & Justin Bregman
Joanna & Eric Wisotsky
Jill & Larry Yass
Yours Truly Needlepoint & Knitting 
     (Judy Marco/Lynn Edelstein)
The Zaidman Family
Angie & Bill Zimmern

|

Meredith & Michael Baumstein
Traci Walker Blair & Peter Blair

Annie & Jonathan Brackis
Iris Cheng & Daniel Uri

Elizabeth & Bruce Cohen
Mary Beth & Ken Collins

Tammy & Ken Golder
Beverly & Michael Grey
Alison & Mark Lerner
Susan & Eric Lerner

Leigh & Daniel Levine

Polly & Steve Menaker
Risa & David Miller
Jill & Ed Newman

Katrina Burton-Nichols & Matthew Nichols
Lauren & Tzvi Nussbaum

Rabbi Judy Schindler & Chip Wallach
Ada Shapiro

Gary & Maxine Silverstein
Anne & Mike Sinsheimer 

Sivonne & Ryan Stone
Swimmer Family Foundation

Brenda & Evan Turtz
Debra & David Van Glish

Judie & Michael Van Glish
Amy & Mark Vitner

SUSTAINER  $10,000-14,999  Donors at the PARTNER level & above will receive permanent recognition on their 5-year pledges.

THE  
LEVINE JCC  
CAPITAL  
CAMPAIGN

|

FOUNDER   
$1,000,000+

Sandra & Leon Levine

Lori & Eric Sklut 

INNOVATOR   
$250,000-499,999

Larry Schwartz

VISIONARY   
$500,000-999,999

David I. Cohen

GRAND BENEFACTOR  
$100,000-249,999

Bank of America

Gorelick Family Foundation 
Patty & Bill Gorelick 
Gabi & Rael Gorelick

Marcelle Gorelick 
Stacy & Todd Gorelick

Shelton Gorelick  
Family Foundation 

 
Dana & Scott Gorelick  

P’ninah Miriam Gorelick Gimbel  
& Yisroel Gimbel

BENEFACTOR   
$60,000-99,999

Jennifer & Ross M. Levin
Liz & Brad Winer 

AMBASSADOR   
$15,000-24,999

Anonymous
Gail & John Baron

Tony Bates
Phil Berman

Olivia & Steven Cohen
The Dickson Foundation
Shari & Stuart Goldstein

Stanley P. Greenspon
Sara & Jon Kulbersh

June & Jonathan Levine
Pam & Scott Menaker

Richard Osborne
Dale & Larry Polsky
Amy & Frank Scibelli
Anne & Bob Yudell 

GRAND PATRON   
$40,000-59,999
Judy & Stan August

Blumenthal Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

PATRON   
$25,000-39,999

Aleen E. & David M. Epstein

Raizel & Brian Kahn
Elise & Jaime Kosofsky

Kim & Adam LevyThank You!

Building a Foundation For  
Our Community’s Future

. . .now let’s continue our J Story!

Together, we  
Exceeded our

Campaign
Goal! Anonymous (15)

Janet Abel
Joel Adelman & Lisa Vogel Families
Rob Adelman
Robyn & Todd Albaum
Marilyn & Karl Albertson
Amber & Bob Allensworth
Jack Allweil
Leigh & David Altman
Alexander Andresen
Victor Arrobas
Amy Augustine
Jill & Craig Balick 
Melanie & Paul Bamert

Veronica & Ed Barnes
Diana Barnes

Jacob Baumstein
Samuel Baumstein
Cathy Bennett
Tara & Doug Benson
Josh Berg
Amy & Seth Berger
Laurie & David Berger
Marion Berman
Jacob Bernhardt
Jonah Bernhardt
Sophia Bernhardt
Barbara & Robert Bernhardt
Elka & Andrew Bernstein
Pamela & Robin Bernstein
Sonni & Ralph Besnoy
Lillian & Irving Bienstock
The Bitton Family
Leslee & Matt Black
Cohen Walker Blair

Jill Blumenthal
Linwood Bolles
Suzanne Boltz
Margee Boner
Michael & Lenora Borchardt
Jason Boschan
Viviane & Pierre Bourgognon
Martha & Saul Brenner
Anne Broadhurst
Marissa & Adam Brooks
Evan Brown
Deborah & Lindsay Browning
Karen Chase & David Bellizi
Esther Chipps & Steven Teich
Nancy & Daniel Coblenz
Jena Coen
Bridget & David Cohen
Jessica & Ron Cohen
Jessie & Logan Cohen
Mollie & Michael Cohen
Terrie & Ed Cohn
Cheryl & Robert Comen
The Conner Children
Mary Council
Theresa & Kevin Cromie
Linda Dabak
Susan & John Davenport
Andrea & Jeremy Davids
Lori Davidson
The Deerkoski Family
Donna & David de Groot

Ellen Dermack
Susan & Jack DeSarno
Ariel & Mark DiDonato
Anna D’Ippolito

Lesley Donovan
Martin Doyle

Samantha & Peter Dreyer
Melissa & Jim Duller
Elizabeth Eakes
Monique & Marc Elliott
Kaily & Jake Eraklidis
Virginia & Collyn Evans
Aly Faber & Ross Mandell
Kristi, Ethan & Rob Fallowes
Thomas Farley
Sandra & Elliott Feldman
Marilyn & Michael Felson
Taryn & Eric Fenner
Lauren Fine
Robert Fink

Jackie Fishman & Mike Scharf
The Fleishman Family
Sarah & Scott Fligel
Amy Foster 
Lauretta & Ed Frankel
Karen Franklin & David Carol

Ginny & Jonathan Freirich
Lisa & Steve Friedman
In memory of Paul Furgatch
Caren & Charles Gale
Sherry & Jacques Ganem

Stephanie & George Garner
Robin Gershen
Amanda & Jerry Gitlitz
Tair & Chris Giudice
Julia & Victor Glauberman
Eva & Steven Gold
Ruth & Alan Goldberg
Leslie & Dana Goldfarb

Sandra & Yaron Goldman
Marcy & Ari Goldstein
Marc R. Gordon
Sharon & Michael Goretsky
John & Marilyn Graham
The Gran Family
Nanci & Robert Granow
Gail & Tim Gray
Elaine Greenberg
Karen & Barry Greenblatt
Adam, Nicky, Davis & Leo Greene

David Greenman

Donna & Burt Greenspon
Gloria & Bill Grifenhagen
Mandy & John Grimes
Deidre & Clay Grubb
Anna Gunsher

Jodie & Michael Iagnocco
Meryl & Brian Imbrey
The Isralow Family

Janet & Paul Jacobs
Marcie & Kurt Jacobs
Tony Jacobson

Christine & Joshua Jewett
Jenny & Stan Johnson
Jen & Rick Jones
Julie & Nir Josipovich
Judy Kaller
Camille & Robert Kanofsky
Karen & Keith Kaplan
Laura & Steven Kaplan
Geeta & Umesh Kasbekar
The Kasimov Family
Sheila Kasten
Erica & Peter Katz
Kim & Ken Katz
Ali & Gene Kavadlo
Eleanor & Ed Kellett
Susan & Eric Kent
Lorrie & Barry Klemons
Zipora & Shaun Koch
Nancy Kornhauser
Steve Kosowitz
Dan Kout
Kathy Kraus & Stuart Rosse
Shane Krobisch
Gail & Neal Kronovet
Jaime & David Krusch
Justin Kutcher
Anne Krzyzowski
The Lahn Family
Elizabeth & Jared Lawrence
Edie Lebet 
Janet & David Lefkowitz
The Leoni Family
Linda & Steve Lepow 
Brenda & David Levin 
Alyssa M. Levine
Madison & David Levine
Debbie & Miles Levine
Renee & Brandon Levine 
Yvonne & Peter Levine
Glorie Levinson
Lisa & Lucky Levinson
Stacy & Dan Levinson
Zion Levy
Laura & Marc Lewin
Claire & Barry Lind
Joanna Lindenbaum & Jonathan Polsky
Jill & Marc Lipson
Tracy Goldsmith Lisk
Ellice & Don Liss
Sima & Eugene Livchin
Adina & Josh Loewensteiner
Lynnsy Logue
Phyllis Long
Emily & Aaron Longo
Emily & Fernando Lopez
Albert Lott
Carl Lowe, Jr.
Alexander Loyev
Nathan Lubin
Mollie & Zach Lutwick
Inna & Albert Manoim
Judy & Leonard Marco
Shari & Steve Marcus
Patricia & Richard Markel
Kelly & Rob Markiewitz
Sara Bryan Markovits
Charlotte Margolis
Karen Marsh
Cyndi & Lee Martinec 
Jenny & Casey Mathys
Gail Maynard
Dana & Zak McClellan
Lauri & Don Mead
Pat & Jack Meckler
Andrea & Adrian Mesoznik
Jackie & Garry Milbrod
Summer & Matt Minchew
Sheryl & Bruce Mirman

David Mond
Lauren Mond
Liz & Brett Morgan
Barrie Morganstein & Matt Goldstein
Judy & Mel Morganstein
Raymond Morris
Marnie & Scott Moskowitz
Marti Murrah
Margaret & Gregory Musa
The Musgrave Family

Jan & Gary Nachbar

Judi & Michael Norman
Sumer & Patrick O’Boyle
The O’Connor Family
Kenneth Orenbach
Susie & Joe Oringel
Kristi & Mitch Ormand
Gale Osborne
Elly & Lane Ostrow
Nancy Overman
Jesse Pacetta-Ullman
John Parker
Larry R. Parkinson
Joan Parness & Doug Alexander
Rhonda & Joshua Patt
Cyndee Patterson
Audrey & Guy Pearlman
JoEllen Pedersen
Perfect Image

The Peter-Zielinski Family

Debora & Ed Pizer
Jennifer Plaus
Jamie Pope
Baila Pransky
Claire & Paul Putterman
Shayna Bernstein Putterman &  
     Andrew Putterman
Carrie & Brad Rabinowitz
Candice Ray
Susanne & Claudius Reckord

Elizabeth Ren & Michael Grunwald
Carole & Philip Renda
The Repella Family
Donna Revman
Joanne & Bob Ridenhour
John Riefenberg
Julie & Scott Rizzo
Jodi Roberts
Catherine & John Rogers
Tina & Rick Rogovin
Louise & Stan Rose
Wendy & Sandy Rose
Shirley & Eliot Rosen
Peggie Rovman
Betsy Rosen & Liam Stokes

Ginny Rosenberg & Bishop Cheen
Jenny & Rich Rosenthal
Laurie & Keith Rosenthal
Pearl Rosenthal
Emily Ross

Steve Russak
Julie & Bill Ryan
Judith & James Ryder

Lynn & Ken Sass
Suzy Savod & Allen Sherman
Stacey & Todd Schanzlin
Missy Schomaker
Sally & Robert Schrader
Renee & Philip Schreibman

Alba-Justina, Jake & Frida Secrist
Becki & Tom Seddon
Lori & Robert Seidman
Tammy Seigel & Adam Bernstein
Lori Semel
Francie & Richard Serbin
Maxine & Santos Serrano

Courtney & Zach Shanitkvich

Marcia & Richard Sheinis

James Simon
Liza Simon
Molly Simon
Janice Shubin
Stefanie Smith

The Sokolowicz Family
Kim & Vali Sorell
Celia Spangenthal
Doreen Sparks
The Spiegler Family
Linda & Morris Spil
Toby Spitzer
Leslie & C.W. Stacks
Stephanie & Steve Starr
Janna & Michael Stein
Maxine & Robert Stein
Marsha & Robert Stickler

The Stillitano Family
Barbara & Jim Stoner
Dana & Jason Stoogenke
Micah Lee Strause
Jenny & Jared Sugar
Shana & Oscar Suris
Julie Taché
The Senior Oasis Group
Betty Thalinger
Jodi & Craig Thompson
Lindsay & Glenn Thompson
Shubhangi Thorat
Althea & Elijah Tillman
Patty Torcellini
Karen Trigg & Philip Sciabarrasi
Maria & Chai Tsadaka
Joyce & Leon Tucker
The Tucker Family
Diana & Philip Turtletaub 
US Fitness Products
Katie & Fred Valfer
Shirlee Wadsworth
Terry & David Waldinger
Thelma Wand
Caroline Warth
Becca Weiner

Adele & Ray Weir
Andrea Weisberg
Kate Wheeler & David Knowles

Dori & Scott Whitman

Owen Williams
Suzanne & Ronald Williams
Virginia & Alan Williams
Linda & James Wilmer
Zack Wise
Danielle & David Wolpa
Kathleen Wood
Kit Woodhouse
Reid Worrel
Martha & Brian Yesowitch
Susan Young
Marisa & Joe Zeibert
Robin & Steven Zimmerman

$1-2,499
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Now Enrolling for Fall!
•  Age 1– PreK   
•  Full & Half Day
•  Shalom Park location

Come share a very special morning of  
Learning, Growing, Connecting with your  
grandchild at Charlotte Jewish Preschool’s...

Grandparents’ Day
Friday, February 24th

 9:00 am

CJP is a partnership between Temple Israel, Temple Beth El, and the Levine JCC

 704-944-6776 • charlottejewishpreschool.org
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Chabad of Charlotte is in midst
of an ongoing building campaign
to build a new sanctuary for its
Congregation Ohr HaTorah, plus
a social hall and commercial
kosher kitchen on its Sardis Road
property. The motivation for this
expansion project rises from a
need of adequate space for its
services and multitude of activi­
ties including Friendship Circle,
JLI, and Talmud Torah.

Several members of the Char­
lotte Jewish community have
stepped up to get the campaign
started by pledging close to half of
the needed funds for this monu­
mental project. A small but effec­
tive group of supporters will be
spearheading the effort to raise the
rest of the funds needed to com­
plete the project.

A special building committee
has been formed to help design
the new addition and work closely
with architects and engineers who
will be designing the new build­
ing. The committee is led by
Arthur Oudmayer, design princi­
pal of Vision Builders USA, and a
member of Ohr HaTorah. “We are
excited to announce the appoint­
ment of Bill Monroe, President of
WGM Design, as our architect­of­
record for the new Chabad Centre
and Synagogue on Sardis Rd.,”
said Oudmayer. WGM Design is
an architectural practice celebrat­
ing almost thirty years in the in­
dustry. They are headquartered in

uptown Charlotte and have a pro­
lific portfolio of institutional and
liturgic architectural design.  

Having already completed their
initial phase of research, inter­
views, and surveying, WGM De­
sign will shortly be presenting the
initial design schematic to the
Building Committee for review
and approval. We anticipate the
Design Development and Con­
struction Drawing phases to be
completed by April.

The new expansion will house
a unique teen activity area for
Jewish teens with an added space
billed as the Friendship Circle
zone.

Barry Klemons, president of
the board of Ohr HaTorah, is op­
timistic on the potential growth of
the congregation and is excited
about the expansion project as it
will give the synagogue needed
space to accommodate its many
services and programs. Barry who
has extensive building experience
also serves on the building com­
mittee.

More detailed information will
be forthcoming in future issues
of the Charlotte Jewish News
and it can also be accede at
www.chabadnc.org/building.Y

Chabad’s New Expansion
Is on the Drawing Board

Women’s News

Are you, or someone you care
for, affected by this unpredictable
and often disabling autoimmune
disease? Then you won’t want to
miss this informative evening.
Please join Charlotte Hadassah,
along with local experts, for an

evening of wine, cheese, and well­
being. Dr. Matthew Carraro of
Novant Health Neurology Spe­
cialists will be among our speak­
ers, as we explore Multiple
Sclerosis, the latest research, and
learn what life with MS is like for

members of our own community.
Stay tuned for more details as

we get closer. 
Please contact Sharon.goret­

sky@gmail.com with any ques­
tions. Y

MS in the Spotlight
Hadassah’s Cutting Edge Stem Cell Research, Monday,
March 20

Hadassah Charlotte is rebuild­
ing your Charlotte Jewish Com­
munity Directory.

For the past 70 years, we have
published your directory for the
greater Charlotte Jewish commu­
nity. We are proud to continue this
tradition, with the most complete
and accurate information pro­
vided by you. The Hadassah di­
rectory will continue to be a
valuable resource for the entire
Jewish community. Your informa­
tion will be published only in the
Jewish Community Directory by
Hadassah.

To be included in the 2017
Directory, you must submit
your information by June 1,
2017. Please visit our website

www.hadassah.org/charlotte and
click on the Directory Link. Once
you complete this process, your
FREE name/address/phone listing
will be added to the Directory.
Hadassah will print your informa­
tion. The 2017 Charlotte Jewish
community Directory will be

available at no cost to our com­
munity.

Become a part of your Char­
lotte Jewish community today. Y

Your Free Listing in the Charlotte Jewish
Community Directory is Just One Click
Away

www.chabadnc.org/building
www.charlottejewishpreschool.org
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By Rebecca Weiner, Judaica 
Specialist

Every February at the Charlotte
Jewish Preschool we look forward
to welcoming some of our most
important visitors of the year –

grandparents. Our student’s grand­
parents come from near and far to
spend the morning learning with
(and from) their grandchildren.
It’s also a time for grandparents to
go back to preschool themselves
as they participate in morning rou­
tines and activities that demon­
strate how much their grandkids
have learned this year.

Our students proudly walk their
grandparents or special visitors to
their classroom where they can
show off their work that teachers
have on display.  As visitors settle
into their grandchild’s classroom,

teachers lead a very special circle
time with everyone. Some teach­
ers even prepare a song for the
students to sing for their grandpar­
ents. After circle time, our stu­
dents and their visitors work

together on a craft and create
something together before
going to our weekly Shabbat
service.

Shabbat is a high­energy
Judaic experience that our
students share with their
grandparents. They excit­
edly sing every word in our
service, giving their visitors
the opportunity to kvell at all
they have learned about
being Jewish. From Bim
Bam to Oseh Shalom stu­
dents are confidently partic­
ipating in the service that
Miss Patty and Morah Becca

lead each Friday, except this time
they have guests to participate
alongside them.

So, what makes Grandparents
Day so special?  Aside from hav­
ing a fun time with their grandkids
for a morning, as Jews we have a
strong obligation to honor our eld­
ers. We are commanded in Leviti­
cus 19:32, “You shall rise before
the aged and show deference to
the old.”  God demands that we
honor the life experiences of those
who came before us by showing
them respect. What does that re­
spect look like?  At the CJP, def­

erence to our elders happens when
they walk through our doors and
we can honor them through wel­
coming them into our classrooms
and guiding their participation
with their grandchildren through­
out the morning.  Furthermore, Ju­
daism emphasizes the Judaic
value of l’dor vador, from gener­
ation to generation. Traditions are
passed from our grandparents to
our parents and then to us, which
we then pass on to our children.
On Grandparents Day, our
preschoolers demonstrate l’dor
vador. As they cover their eyes to
sing the Shema in circle time and
happily engage in our Shabbat
service, each student is displaying

the strong Jewish continuity that
their grandparents so greatly de­
sire.

Our hope is that Grandparents
Day inspires older generations to
continue to be involved in the
Jewish education of their kids and
grandkids.  While at CJP our stu­
dents learn daily blessings and de­
velopmentally appropriate Judaic
values, families are responsible
for reinforcing these concepts and
practices in the home. We model
that kids understand and can par­
ticipate in Jewish practices and rit­
uals from a very early age, and
show grandparents how they can
be involved in their progeny’s
Jewish education.  After all, our

parents and grandparents are the
only links we have to our family’s
traditions from the past. It is from
them that we learn our Bubbe’s
brisket recipe for Pesach, or the
secret ingredient in the family
Challah recipe.  At the CJP, we
strive to not only involve Jewish
families in Jewish activities at our
school and on Shalom Park, but to
provide a bridge between school
and home so that individual fami­
lies are empowered to provide the
foundation for Jewish practices in
each of their homes and continue
traditions set forth by our ances­
tors. Y

L’Dor VaDor: Grandparents Participate with Preschoolers at CJP

Three generations enjoying Shabbat to­
gether on Grandparents Day. From left to
right: Francine Frank, Alfred Frank, Steve
Frank with granddaughter Nora Amo in the
center. 

throughout the weekdays, I was now able to observe
Shabbat and attend synagogue regularly. I became
involved in our synagogue, Temple Israel Center of
White Plains serving on the Board of Trustees, co­
chairing High Holiday Seating for fifteen years and
actively engaging in Lifelong Learning.

In 2008, we began considering a move in pursuit
of a retirement lifestyle. We didn’t know much about
Charlotte, nor did we know anyone who was more
than a “friend of a friend” but our first impressions
were positive and we became excited to join the
community. We waited until our two children were
finished with school and moved in the middle of
2011.  From a Jewish perspective, Charlotte gave us
what we were looking for and more. Temple Israel

provided us with a social, spiritual connection which
was an important part of our transition to the city and
the South.  Shalom Park was a key selling point.  

In the past five years, we have met many wonder­
ful friends and Temple Israel has become family. We
have found the right place for us and have been em­
braced by this community. We have also tried to wel­
come others in the same way that others welcomed
us.  

Leaving a legacy gift is a great way for us to give
back to Charlotte. We hope to continue to provide
the young people of today and tomorrow with the
same opportunities that we were lucky enough to ex­
perience. This is another way for us to ensure the
continued vibrancy of Temple Israel and Jewish life
in Charlotte. It is very important for us that our Jew­
ish community and all Jewish communities stay
strong. Y

School

Legacy Story: The Cyglers
(Continued from page 5)

www.charlottejcc.org/camp


Pricing Codes:      M=Member     B=Benefactor     NM=Non-Member

 Spe

Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center

5007 Providence Road  |  Charlotte, NC 28226
704-366-5007 |  charlottejcc.org  |  facebook.com/levinejccFebruary 2017

Early Childhood
JChildcare
7 weeks – 7 years old
Children will enjoy a nurturing environment to explore 
and have fun with crafts and activities, while parents 
workout. 
Mon-Fri AM .................... 8am-1pm

Mon-Thu PM .............4pm-7:30pm

Saturday ...................... 12pm-3pm

Sunday ......................8:30am-2pm
Per Hour:    M/$4.50      NM/ $5.50

Reservations Required!  
704-366-5007, or visit LJCC’s customer service desk.

Spring Youth Soccer Leagues
4-5 year olds
Micro Soccer
Member Registration  
opens February 2
Non-member Registration 
opens February 19 
March 19 – May 21
M/$140    B/Free    NM/$180

704-944-6867 • daniela.becker@charlottejcc.org

Grades K-5
Spring Youth Soccer Leagues
Juniors Soccer (6-7 year olds)
Kickers Soccer (8-11 year olds) 
Member Registration opens February 2
Non-member Registration opens February 19 
March 19 – May 21
M/$140    B/Free    NM/$180 

704-944-6867 • daniela.becker@charlottejcc.org

To register  

for programs

Call 704-366-5007 OR  
Visit the Levine JCC  

Customer Service Desk

 Weigh in each week
 Meet with your group twice a week for a su-

pervised workout
 Follow coach’s weekly assignments and 

guidelines
 Bonus Workouts will be available. 

Levine JCC’s

BIGGEST
LOSER

Anyone & everyone can participate!

2017 Team Challenge
February 1–28 (4 weeks)

Fee:  M/$100   B/$80   NM/$120      
Register at the LJCC Customer Service Desk

Questions? Cathy Bennett
704-944-6874 

catherine.bennett@charlottejcc.org

You don’t need to do it alone!

CHOOSE WHICH TEAM WORKS BEST FOR YOU:

TEAM Missy/Cathy: Mon/Wed 7–7:45pm
TEAM Christine/Summer: Tue/Thu 6-6:45am

TEAM Jenny/Eldad: Tue & Thu 9:15-10am

11th Annual

Register Today!
704-944-6724 • geneva.boxer@charlottejcc.org

May 15, 2017 
at TPC Piper Glen

This event benefits Levine JCC  Oasis Senior Enrichment Program 

Open to the  
Public!

Honoring  
Sam Strause

Y
o

u
t

h  Soccer Lea
g

u
e

s
 

LE
VINE JCC

Adult Spring 
Softball  League 

Sundays, 8:15am-12pm   
March 12 – June 11 (12 weeks)

Mason Wallace Park
M/$60   B/Free   NM/$75

New player draft is Sunday, March 5, 9:30am

18+ 
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* An annual administration fee of $20 per individual or $35 per family is required for non-member participation in programs and services.

aquatics     tennis     racquetball     sports leagues    seasonal camps     teens      afterschool programs    childcare     senior programs     

like us!    •    facebook.com/levinejcc

Teens
Spring Youth Soccer Leagues
Girls and Boys (9th–12th Grade)
Member Registration opens February 2
Non-member Registration opens February 19 
March 12 – May 22
M/$175    B/$105    NM/$215 

704-944-6867 • daniela.becker@charlottejcc.org

Teen Camp Reunion
6th–7th Grade (that attended Teen Camp 2016)
2016 Campers will meet at Sports Connection for 
pizza, to discuss trip and activity ideas for this 
summer, and then enjoy some bowling, arcades, and 
laser tag. Drop-off and Pick-up at the LJCC Teen 
Lounge or meet us at 6:30pm at Sports Connection.
February 11 • 6–9:30pm
FREE

College 101
9th–12th Grade
De-mystify the college admission process. Choose 3 
seminars from a wide selection of topics such as: an 
overview of college admissions, determining college 
fit, writing the college essay, and financial aid. For 
more information visit: www.collegeadmission101.org
February 12 • 2–5:15pm
$60 individual or $120 per family by February 3

After 2/3, $70 individual or $140 per family

Mitzvah Program
6th–8th Grade
Volunteer to do your part in Tikkun Olam, “healing the 
world”. Pizza lunch is included.
February 20 – Adopt a Street Program and making 

party bags for Bright Blessings

10am–12pm • LJCC Teen Lounge

Bright Blessings
Join us for a service project to bring joy, care and 
hope to more than 8,000 homeless children this year. 
Sunday, February 5 • 1:30-3pm

1150-C Crews Road Matthews, NC

Adults 
Ladies’ Night Out
Belk Theater Event  – The Bodyguard
Smash musical hit based on the movie! Must register 
by Friday, March 3. 
Thursday, March 9
Meet for dinner at 6:15pm (Restaurant TBD)
M/$38 B/$35 /NM $40

704-944-6737 • robin.stier@charlottejcc.org

Painting & Beyond Art Class
Adults 50+
1st, 2nd & 3rd Mondays of the month 

10-11:30am • Room A110 
Oasis/M/ $5 per class    NM/ $10 per class

Register with LJCC Customer Service 704-366-5007

Masters Swim Program
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays • 6–7am 
2 classes per week: M/$40  NM/$55

Unlimited classes per week: M/$60  NM/$75

It’s a Novel Thing!
LJCC & Levine-Sklut Judaic Library Adult Book Club
3rd Tuesday of each month, 10:30am • Free

For more information or location, contact the  
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library at (704) 944-6780

Writing Class: Tales to Treasure -  
How to Discover and Write Compelling 
Family Stories 
Adults 21+
Tuesdays, 7–8pm • March 7 – 28 (4 classes) 

Room A110 • Instructor: Dana Kumerow
M/$54    B/$48   NM/$60

Register with LJCC Customer Service 704-366-5007
by Thursday, March 2. 704-944-6753 or 
sharri.benjamin@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Department Directory 
Please contact us you have questions!

Membership
Susan Lerner  704-944-6741
susan.lerner@charlottejcc.org

Early Childhood 
Patty Torcellini  704-944-6891
patty.torcellini@charlottejcc.org

K-5th Grade Programs
Mitch Ormand  704-944-6733
mitch.ormand@charlottejcc.org

Teen Programs
Jessie Cohen  704-944-6739
jessie.cohen@charlottejcc.org

Adults & Seniors/Oasis
Jill Lipson  704-944-6792
jill.lipson@charlottejcc.org

Sports
Stephanie Garner  704-944-6743
stephanie.garner@charlottejcc.org

Aquatics / Swim Team
Joshua Steinberger  704-944-6746
joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

LJCC Tennis / CRUSH
Greg O’Connor  704-944-6748

gregory.oconnor@charlottejcc.org
Visual/Performing Arts

Susan Gundersheim  704-944-6778
susan.gundersheim@charlottejcc.org

J-Childcare
Maxine Serrano  704-944-6726
maxine.serrano@charlottejcc.org

Social Action
Julie Rizzo  704-944-6730
julie.rizzo@charlottejcc.org

American Red Cross© 
Lifeguard Class 

704-944-6746 • joshua.steinberger@charlottejcc.org

Lifeguard Training
A Monday 2/6/17 – Thursday 2/9/17

 4:30–9pm

B Monday 4/10/17 – Thursday 4/13/17

           (during Spring Break)

            Mon:10am–3:30pm • Tue:1:30–5:30pm

            Wed:1:30–7:30pm • Thu:1:30–6:30pm

C  Monday 5/15/17 – Thursday 5/18/17

4:30–9pm

D Monday 6/12/17 – Thursday 6/15/17

4:30–9pm

Lifeguard Recertification
A Wednesday 3/1/17 – Thursday 3/2/17

4–9pm

B  Wednesday 4/26/17 – Thursday 4/27/17

4–9pm

C  Wednesday 5/24/17 – Thursday 5/25/17

4–9pm

Please note: For each class you must attend  
all dates and times to satisfy the course requirements. 

Certification            M/$179     B/$99    NM/$199  
Recertification       M/$169     B/$89    NM/$189     

SHIIP Seniors’ Health 
Insurance Information Program
Free Medicare Counseling Available year  
round! Please call Senior & Adult Director 
Jill Lipson at 704-944-6792 for information
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Charlotte Jewish Day School is
proud to announce the Vitner
Family Scholarship to be awarded
annually to one family entering
the Charlotte Jewish Day School.
This family would demonstrate a
commitment to Jewish commu­
nity and Jewish values through in­
volvement, engagement, and
leadership in the Charlotte Jewish
community.  

Amy and Mark Vitner estab­
lished this scholarship as a reward
to families who have shown an
exceptional commitment to fur­
thering Jewish life in Charlotte.
Amy and Mark have three chil­
dren who have been students at
CJDS, the youngest now in fifth
grade. As their children have grad­

uated and are experiencing suc­
cess in school and positive growth
as individuals, they want to make
a Jewish education available to
more families involved in the
Jewish community. Amy, a past
President of the Board of Direc­
tors at CJDS noted, “We are proud
of the education and care that our
children have received at CJDS
and want more families to benefit
from the Jewish values that are in­
stilled in our children. We want to
encourage and help active young
families to experience and gain
from this very special institution.”
Amy and Mark are very engaged
members of the Charlotte Jewish
community, serving on the boards
of the Jewish Federation of

Greater Charlotte, The Foundation
for the Charlotte Jewish Commu­
nity. and the Hebrew Cemetery, in
addition to CJDS.

The scholarship will be
awarded annually to one family.
The recipient will receive up to
$5000 towards CJDS tuition over
a three­year period as follows:

* Year 1­$1000
* Year 2­$2000
* Year 3­$2000
The scholarship is a needs­

blind reward for young parents
who wish to give their children a
quality education steeped in Jew­
ish values, learning, and traditions
and are deeply passionate about
serving the Jewish community.
Minimum eligibility requirement
includes:

* Must be a new
family applying to
Charlotte Jewish Day
School entering
grades K­2.

* Family shall be
a member in good
standing at a temple in
the Charlotte area.

* Minimum sup­
port of the Federation
annual campaign of
$36 for the current
campaign year.

* Letter of recom­
mendation from a
Jewish organization
with whom you are affiliated.

* Financial need is not an eligi­
bility factor.

For more information, and to

find the complete application,
visit the CJDS website at
www.cjdschool.org or call 704­
366­4558.Y
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Vitner Family Establishes Scholarship at CJDS

Left to right: Mark, Eli (in front), Saul, Amy, and
Sylvia Vitner.

By Dedee Goldsmith, director,
Jewish Preschool on Sardis

One of the fun portions of the
day is greeting families in the
morning and sending them off
smiling at the end of a full day. It
occurred to me last week that I
should share the warm fuzzies
with everyone, as JPS is just that
special not only to me, but so
many others. I decided to docu­
ment some of the wonderful
thoughts that children and fami­
lies shared during carpool time
over the past week.

Mom of three, youngest child
is the only child to attend JPS: “I
wish my other kids had gone to

JPS.” I told her I recall her touring
the center prior to enrolling. “Yea,
the lucky kids get to go to JPS.”  

Mom of two, both attend JPS:
“This place is such a gem. Why
can’t you go through high
school?”

Child in the 4s: “Good morning
Ms. Dedee!” I asked, “Are you
excited to start school this morn­
ing?” Child replied, “I’m so ex­
cited to come to school today. We
get to play in the snow.”

Parent talking to teacher: “I so
appreciate the values that you
teach.  It’s not just education; you
teach kids how to be good human
beings.” 

Parent of toddler: “This school
is like an extension of our family.
You’ve been there for each mile­
stone and helped our baby learn so
much.”

Mom of crying child at drop off
who then was successfully and
quickly redirected and engaged in
an activity: “You are all amazing,
thank you for everything.”

There are a lot of wonderful
things that I overhear. Teachers
and children engaged in meaning­
ful and heartfelt conversations,
parent to parent connections being
made, teachers supporting one an­

Things We Hear at JPS Carpool

(Continued on page 27)

www.cjdschool.org
www.tfaforms.com/458746
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Joshua Gerrard, Freshman

Berklee College of Music

CJDS pointed me
in the 

right direction!

I attended Charlotte Jewish Day School 
from kindergarten through the fifth 
grade and graduated in 2009.  On of the  
things I remember from my earliest years 
at CJDS, maybe first or second grade, was when I performed a little violin 
piece in front of my class. It might have been my first ever performance. 
I remember how nervous I was, but the positive reaction from my class-
mates and teacher made me feel like my practice and playing was 
validated.  It inspired me to keep playing and moving forward with music.

After CJDS  I attended Northwest School of the Arts for middle and high 
 

B”H

At UNCSA, I’ve had the oppor-tunity to meet people from all over the 
world who also share my  passion for the arts. Coincidentally, my 
roommate is originally from Israel. One of the things I learned during 
my years at CJDS was to know myself and be proud of my Jewish 
identity. For the first time, this year I was away from my family during 
Hanukkah. I decided to organize a group of friends (some Jewish, 
some not) to make latkes in our dorm kitchen. It was a really fun way 
to celebrate the holiday and teach some friends about Hanukkah 
traditions.As I look forward to the next phase of my life, I realize 
that CJDS played an important role in defining 
who I am today.

school, and became interested in playing violin at an elevated level. For 
college, I explored and audtioned with the Oberlin Conservatory, Furman 
University, and most notably, Berklee College of Music in Boston for the 
jazz violin program. I also had the option to stay on at UNC School of the
Arts, where my violin teacher indicated that he would like me to continue 
studying with him. In addition to violin, I also play mandolin and recently 
started teaching myself guitar. 

In my last year in high school, I became very interested in jazz and folk 
improvisation, which is somewhat unique for a violinist. While I still love 
classical music and plan on continuing my traditional violin approach,
 it is exciting to explore other styles. 

CJDS OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, March 16  •  9:00 am - 2:30 pm

Call to schedule your tour: 704-366-4558
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Jewish Family Services

Imagine a 19 year­old African American college
student connecting with a 91 year­old Jewish artist
from Germany who currently lives in a senior center.
That is exactly what happened when the assistant
chaplain of Queens University reached out to Jewish
Family Services’ Senior Outreach Specialist to col­
laborate on a project for three of their students. The
project was meant to offer an intergenerational ex­
perience for both students and seniors, to give the
seniors an opportunity to tell their stories, and to let
the student volunteers learn about Jewish culture.
The project not only realized its goal, but also cre­
ated life­long bonds that nobody would have antici­
pated.  

Three students with different backgrounds were
given the creative freedom to portray their intervie­

wee using any medium that moved them. Taylor
Robinson interviewed Ruth Ben­Joseph, 90 years old
and originally from Belgium. Ruth’s father was a di­
amond cleaver, who had the foresight to keep a few
diamonds to aid in his family’s escape and provide
them the ability to hide in France and survive World
War II. Ben­Joseph joined the underground resist­
ance in Nice, before moving to Israel with her family
where she left university to join the Israeli army to
fight for Israel’s independence. She ended her army
career as a Sergeant Major, and went on to become
one of the first female Vice President of a major in­
ternational sales company in North Carolina, Speiz­
man Industries.

JFS received the following do­
nations for Tribute Cards in De­
cember 2016. Thank you for
allowing JFS to honor your
friends and loved ones.
IN MEMORY OF

Edwin and Shirley Goodman to
Philip Goodman and Teri and
Mark Moffett from Brett Good­
man

Lilian Mendelson to Barbara
Guller from Allan and Marcelle
Oxman and Gary and Maxine Sil­
verstein

Douglas Mann from Robert
and Joyce Stoll

Your mother to Simone Praver
from Stuart and Carolyn Hennes

Golda Schwartz to Eileen
Schwartz from Bill Cassell and
Ruth Brandt

Abe Luski to Berta Straz from
Stuart and Carolyn Hennes, 
Eric and Lori Sklut, and Alan and
Lee Blumenthal

Nancy Hodes to Jeffrey and
Karen Turk from Paul and Lynn
Edelstein, Steve and Susan
Meyer, and Jonathan and
Stephanie Simon
IN HONOR OF

David and Sandy Brenner from
Pamela Wingrod

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Coach
from Celia Mandel

The Lerner Family from Larry
and Shelley Leibman

Howard and Julie Levine from
Leon and Sandra Levine

Norman Steinberger from

Marvin Barman and Sharon
Taubman and Robert and Joyce
Stoll

Steven and Sandra Rogelberg
from Lynda Doran

Louis Sinkoe and Kevin
Levine from Linda Ashendorf
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

Lillian Buller from Eleanor
Goldman and Celia Mandel

Marlene Kaliser from Alan and
Madeline Aron

Howard Levine from Leon and
Sandra Levine

Ollie Polk from Stuart and
Ellen Fligel, David and Janet
Lefkowitz, Mark and Harriet Per­
lin, and Leonard and Judi Strause

Carl Scheer from Paul and
Lynn Edelstein and Gary and
Maxine Silverstein

Michael and Judie Van Glish
from Marc and Mattye Silverman 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

Marty and Harriet Hurlich
from Rose Atkinson

Michael and Judie Van Glish
from Ellen Bottner, Susan Lourie,
Richard and JoAnn Weber, Jack
and Vera Mendel, and Edwin and
Jill Newman
IN APPRECIATION OF

Katie Moore from Barnet and
Harriet Weinstock

Frada Mozenter from Cheryl
Stafford
WISHING A FULL AND
SPEEDY RECOVERY TO

Amy Pizer from Edward and
Debora Pizer Y

December Donors to JFS 
Volunteers: JoAnn Abdo, Rick

Abrams, Linda Babich, Chaim
Burke, Suzy Catenazzo, Jimmy
Clonaris, Dan Coblenz, Jennifer
Collman, Carol Connors, Andrea
Cronson, Sheryl Effren, Mel &
Caren Frank, Robert Friedman,
Jennifer Golynsky, Scott Gore­
lick, Gail Halverson, Hilary
Hayes, Bob Jacobson, Brooks
Jaffa, Rabbi Tracy Klirs, Joan
Kramer, Eric Lerner, Gary Lerner,
Harrison Lord, Matt Luftglass,
Kelly Markiewitz, Laura Mil­
gram, Frada Mozenter, Shelly
Nudell, Bob & Sheila Pelzer, Bar­
bara Rein, Roberta Rodgers, Can­

tor Elias Roochvarg, Harry
Sparks, Jeff & Stacy Strauch, Je­
remy Sugg, Liz Wahls, Amalia
Warshenbrot, Mike Weinberg, Jan
Weiner, Mary Wennen, Nancy
Wielunski

Hadassah Cooks: Bonnie
Berman, Gladys Cherny, Gail
Green, June Hirschmann, Fran
Kaplan, Judy Kaufmann, Steve
Kaufmann, Penny Krieger, Shelly
Leibman, Lois Mazer, Andy Mc­
Cleary, Harriet Meetz, Fran
Schuler, Joyce Stoll, Nancy Tar­
bis, Annie Tran, Elissa Vining,
Emily Vining

Food Pantry Donations: Tem­

ple Israel and Temple Beth El
Congregants, Mitzvah Munchkins

Food Drives: Monroe Road
Advocates, Temple Beth El 6th
grade class (Dalia Widis),
Williamsburg Neighborhood
Chanukah Party (hosted by David
and Judi Lecker)

Special Recognition: Norman
Steinberger, Temple Israel, JCC
Oasis, Blue Dot Cares, Wise Tran­
sitions, 65 Senior Street, Walton­
wood Cotswold and Charlotte
Symphony for supporting the 13th
Annual Senior Adults’ Chanukah
Party Y

JFS December Volunteers

JFS and Queens University Sponsor 
Intergenerational/Interfaith Project

(Continued on page 23)
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Moos
Saturday, February 18 at 7:15
PM, Regal Ballantyne Village
Stadium Theaters, $10

A delightful comedy about
Jewish families and following
your dreams. Moos put her life on
hold to take care of others but
when her childhood friend Sam
arrives from Israel during
Chanukah, he gives her the jolt
she needs to examine her life and
the choices she’s made.  

Mr. Gaga
Sunday, February 19 at 7:15
PM, Regal Ballantyne Village
Stadium Theaters, $10

Enter the world of Ohad Na­
harin, renowned choreographer
and artistic director of the Bat­
sheva Dance Company. Mr. Gaga
captures the elusive beauty of
contemporary dance and im­
merses the audience in the cre­
ative process behind Batsheva’s
unique performances. 

Wounded Land
Wednesday, February 22 at 7:15
PM, Regal Ballantyne Village

Stadium Theaters, $10
A police officer and a regional

commander face experience a tu­
multuous night watching over a
terrorist, who is threatened by an
angry, vengeful crowd that wants
nothing more than the blood of the
terrorist, placing their moral and
professional values at stake, as
well as their friendship. 

Fanny’s Journey
Saturday, February 25 at 
7:15 PM, Regal Ballantyne 
Village Stadium Theaters, $10

In 1943, 13­year old Fanny and
her younger sisters were sent from
their home in France to an Italian
foster home for Jewish children.
When the Nazis arrive in Italy,
their caretakers desperately organ­
ize the departure of the children to
Switzerland. Suddenly left on

their own, these 11 children will
do the impossible to reach the
Swiss border in order to survive.

Shtisel – 2 Episodes
Sunday, February 26 at 1 PM,
Regal Ballantyne Village 
Stadium Theaters, $10

The hit Israeli TV series comes
to the big screen. These two
episodes concern an ultra­Ortho­
dox father and son who share the
same apartment, the same cynical
humor, and the same search for
love in a cold world. 

Big Sonia
Wednesday, March 1 at 
7:15 PM, Regal Ballantyne 
Village Stadium Theaters, $10

Diva. Enigma. Holocaust sur­
vivor. Meet 90­year­old Kansas
City tailor­shop owner Sonia War­
shawski. Every day she faces the
threat of eviction, but Sonia has
had experience with escaping fi­
nality. She may be just shy of five
feet tall, but her enormous,
sparkling personality and stirring
stories of survival have earned her

the nickname Big Sonia.  
Film makers Leah War­

shawski and Todd Soliday are
scheduled to appear.

Fever at Dawn
Saturday, March 4 at 7:15
PM, Regal Ballantyne Village

Stadium Theaters, $10
In 1945, after having been

freed from a concentration camp,
25­year­old Miklós is diagnosed
with a severe lung disease and
told that he has no more than six
months to live. Miklós, deter­
mined to survive, sends letters to
117 Hungarian girls who are also
being treated in Sweden and starts
corresponding with the 19­year­
old Lili. Adult Content. 

The Pickle Recipe
Sunday, March 5 at 11 AM,
Regal Ballantyne Village 
Stadium Theaters, $10 

Joey Miller, the king DJ of De­
troit’s B’nei Mitzvah scene, is in
dire need of money and partners

up with his shady Uncle Morty to
steal his grandmother’s highly
guarded pickle recipe – to sell it
for a small fortune. What Joey
learns is priceless: there is nothing
more important in life than your
family.

Co­producer Sheldon Cohn is
scheduled to appear

CLOSING NIGHT
In Search of Israeli Cuisine
Sunday, March 5 at 3 PM,
Regal Ballantyne Village Sta­
dium Theaters, $15 

Chef Michael Solomonov trav­
els Israel, surveying numerous
types of foods – Ashkenazi,
Sephardi, and Palestinian – asking
the question: is there is such a
thing as Israeli cuisine? The film
is a mouthwatering essay on the
power of cooking and eating, and
how they shape identities and
bring people together.

Reception with YAFO Kitchen
Mediterranean street food to fol­
low the film

Sundays at Lake Norman (Our
Town Cinemas)

Who’s Gonna Love Me
Now?, Sunday, February 18
at 4 PM
Fanny’s Journey, Sunday,
February 26 at 4 PM
The Pickle Recipe, Sunday,
March 5 at 4 PM Y

Charlotte Jewish Film Festival 2017
(Continued from page 1)

“Moos”

“Mr. Gaga”
Photo courtesy of Gadi Dagon

“Fanny’s Journey”

“Shtisel”

“Big Sonia”

“The Pickle Recipe”

www.charlottejcc.org
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Elijah Walden interviewed
Werner Field, 91 years old and
originally from Germany. He
moved to New York, where he
studied to be an engineer. He went
on to have a celebrated military
career, helping the US to win
World War II. He is a life­long
artist, living in California, France,
and Italy before landing in Char­
lotte. His artwork adorns the walls
of his home: silhouettes of his
family members, sculptures, and
even a piano he repurposed into a
piece of art.  

Claire Lechtenberg inter­
viewed Sonia Handelman Meyer,
96 years old and born to European
immigrants in Lakewood, NJ.
Meyer held many jobs; she sailed
to Puerto Rico just days before the
bombing of Pearl Harbor to work
for the U.S. Signal Corps. After
that, she worked for the Office
of War Information. She became
an active member in New York
City’s Photo League, which of­
fered a forum for serious pho­
tographers with exhibitions,
publications, darkrooms, lectures,
and other events. Sonia’s focus
was on social documentary, taking
photographs of local neighbor­
hoods and their citizens with a
keen and sympathetic eye for the
human condition.

Each senior had a unique life
and story, and each student had a
different and incredibly moving
project to present about what they
learned in their interviews.

The students’ projects were un­
veiled in a memorable and emo­
tional afternoon on December 9 at
the Stan Greenspon
Center for Social Jus­
tice. Taylor’s project on
Ruth was a collage of
old letters, photos, flags,
and memorabilia sym­
bolizing Ruth’s life and
journey. Elijah drew a
portrait of Werner in the
same artistic style used
in the silhouettes of his
family lining the walls
of Werner’s home. And
Claire wrote a poem
about Sonia, her photo­
graphs, and her reflec­
tion on her life.  

Three different stu­
dents. Three different
seniors. Three very dif­

ferent journeys through life. One
fabulous opportunity. Y

By Claire Lechtenberg

Photos of the past 

Hung stationary for the moment.

Sitting on the couch she told me,

“Ask questions”

And I saw the urgency in her

eyes,

The questions that remained

In the hands that she held,

Fingers that scrambled for

answers 

After all of this time. 

Perhaps she was momentarily 

remembering,

The things she had not asked,

The thoughts that have solidified

The memories that sit like 

negatives in a box,

The stories framed like 

photographs.

Some collected more dust than

others,

The way all memories do,

The way the unknown grows

heavier

And the discovered begins to

fade.

“I wish I had asked more 

questions”

She said to me, speaking of her

family,

Of her youth, of the things she

still cannot answer.

I looked at the pictures

The paintings on her table,

The history framed on her

shelves.

She told me stories of her 

education,

Of the squeaking steps into 

uncharted territory,

Of raising children and moving

forward,

And I knew that even with 

questions

She still got her answers.

With a life beyond film,

Defined by ink and prints

And acrylics and relics

And articles and interviews

And children and grandchildren.

She sits boldly, continuously 

creating

Art and questions. 

Yet, she sits there,

Inches from me, 

Separated by generations

Saying there is always more to

uncover.

She asked everything 

Without ever moving her lips.

The camera was a pointed 

question mark

Shooting out to the streets, 

Searching for the things 

That her family could not provide.

Her prints said more in black and

white

Than anyone could with color. 

JFS Intergenerational Program
(Continued from page 21)

The Interview
A Poem Written for the JFS/Queens
University Intergenerational Project

Sheryl Gerrard of JFS, Taylor Robinson, Ruth Ben­Joseph, Sonia
Handelman Meyer, Claire Lechtenberg, Elijah Walden, Werner Field,
and Hannah Trawick.

The “bio­art” Elijah Walden made of Werner
Field.
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Winners of the annual Sydney
Taylor Book Award were an­
nounced by the Association of
Jewish Libraries today. Named in
memory of Sydney Taylor, author
of the classic All­of­a­Kind Fam­
ily series, the award recognizes
books for children and teens that
exemplify high literary standards
while authentically portraying the
Jewish experience.

Gold Medalists
I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy
with illustrations by Elizabeth
Baddeley, published by Simon
and Schuster Books for Young
Readers, won the Sydney Taylor
Book Award in the Younger Read­
ers category. This delightful biog­
raphy of the Supreme Court
Justice teaches children that dis­
sent does not make a person dis­
agreeable, and can even help
change the world. The grab­your­
attention illustrations help explain
the text.

The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, The

Three Magical Children and Their
Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz, illus­
trated by Hatem Aly, published by
Dutton Children’s Books/Penguin
Random House, won the Sydney
Taylor Book Award in the Older
Readers category.  Part fantasy
and part adventure, this is the tale
of strangers who become friends
while on a quest to save thousands
of volumes of Talmud. The beau­
tiful illuminations reflect the me­
dieval flavor of the book.

Anna and the Swallow Man by
Gavriel Savit, published by Alfred
A. Knopf/Penguin Random
House, won the Sydney Taylor
Book Award in the Teen Readers
category. Anna is left alone in
1939 Krakow when the Nazis take
her father away. She meets the
mysterious Swallow Man who is
able to speak “bird,” and travels
with him in the forests of Poland,
where they spend four years hid­
ing and eluding capture.  This is a
haunting story that may be alle­
gory or folktale or perhaps both.
Silver Medalists

Four Sydney Taylor Honor
Books were also recognized. For
Younger Readers, the Honor
Books are:

Fascinating: The Life of
Leonard Nimoy by Richard
Michelson with illustrations by
Edel Rodriguez, published by Al­
fred A. Knopf/Penguin Random
House

A Hat For Mrs. Goldman: A

Story About Knitting and Love
written by Michelle Edwards with
illustrations by G. Brian Karas,
published by Schwartz and Wade
Books/Penguin Random House.

Honor Books for Older Readers
Dreidels on the Brain written

by Joel Ben Izzy and published
by Dial Books for Young Read­
ers/Penguin Random House

A Poem For Peter: The Story of
Ezra Jack Keats and the Creation
of The Snowy Day by Andrea

Davis Pinkney with illustrations
by Steve Johnson and Lou
Fancher, published by Viking
Children’s Books/Penguin Ran­
dom House

In addition to the medal win­
ners, the Award Committee desig­
nated ten Notable Books of
Jewish Content for 2017. 

Notable Books for Younger
Readers

Chicken Soup, Chicken Soup
by Pamela Mayer with illustra­
tions by Deborah Melmon (Kar­
Ben Publishing)

2017 Sydney Taylor Book Award Winners

(Continued on page 26)

www.jpsonsardis.org
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$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more

with this ad

Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center

704­541­5099
fax: 704­541­5989

Only 1 coupon per transaction.
Expires 3/31/17

DINING OUT, CATERING & HOSPITALITY
To advertise in the Dining Out, Catering & 

Hospitality section of The Charlotte Jewish News, 
contact one of our sales representatives: 

“A SouthPark Tradition 
of Excellence”

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    704­319­5700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

Where Families 
Come Together

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest

rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place

w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,

transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  

w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact:
Erin.Dennis@hilton.com

Photo courtesy of ArtShots Photography 

Jodi Valenstein, 704-609-0950
Pam Garrison, 704-906-7034

Gabriel’s Horn by Eric Kim­
mel with illustrations by Maria
Surducan (Kar­Ben Publishing)

Not This Turkey by Jessica

Steinberg with illustrations by
Amanda Pike (Albert Whitman &
Company)

On One Foot by Linda Glaser
with illustrations by Nuria Bala­
guer (Kar­Ben Publishing)

The Sundown Kid: A South­
western Shabbat by Barbara Bietz
with illustrations by John Kanzler
(August House)

The Tree in the Courtyard:
Looking Through Anne Frank’s
Window by Jeff Gottesfeld with

illustrations by Peter McCarty
(Alfred A. Knopf/Penguin Ran­
dom House)

Notable Books for Older 
Readers

The Bicycle Spy by Yona Zeldis
McDonough (Scholastic Books)

Irena’s Children: Young Read­
ers Edition: A True Story of
Courage by Tilar J. Mazzeo and
adapted by Mary Cronk Farrell
(Margaret McElderry Books/
Simon and Schuster)

The Ship to Nowhere by Rona
Arato (Second Story Press)

Skating with the Statue of Lib­
erty by Susan Lynn Meyer (Dela­
corte Press/Penguin Random
House)

No Honor or Notable Books
were designated for Teen Readers
in 2017.Y

Sydney Taylor Book Awards
(Continued from page 24) The 2017 Yom Hashoah

(Holocaust Remembrance)
committee is seeking the

names and contact 
information of all local 

survivors of the Holocaust
and Nazi­era persecution, to

attend and/or be recognized at
our Memorial Service. Our

hopes are that we can 
remember these survivors and
liberators, learn their stories,
and share their experiences
with our community and 
future generations. Please 
join us. Please Contact: 

Margi Goldstein,  
704­366­1084 or

margigold@carolina.rr.com
with any questions, or to 
provide information on 

survivors and/or liberators. 

Yom Hashoa 
commemoration, Temple 

Israel, April 23, 4­5:30 PM.
The program will include  a

dedication and 
memorial to Elie Wiesel, 

procession of survivors, and
cantata performed by TIRS
and Providence Methodist

choir.

As the program concludes,
participants will be invited to

visit the Margaret and Lou
Schwartz Butterfly Memorial

to say a prayer for the 1.5
million Jewish children who

died in the Holocaust. 

www.hamptoninnsouthpark.com


The 2017 Series will be held
from 7­9 PM on five successive
Tuesday evenings, January 31
through February 28. The final
session will be held Thursday,
March 9. All sessions are held at
Temple Beth El, 5101 Providence
Road, Charlotte, NC 28226.

Our Speakers:
* January 31: The Biblical

Roots of Tikkun Olam, Repairing
the World

Rabbi Asher Knight, Senior
Rabbi, Temple Beth El

* February 7: Liberal and Con­
servative Christians’ Perspectives

Reverend Dr. Joe Clifford,
Myers Park Presbyterian Church

Dr. John Munro, Senior Pastor,
Calvary Church

Sister Rose Marie Tresp, Direc­
tor of Justice, Sisters of Mercy

* February 14: Muslim Per­
spective

Imam Atif Chaudhry, Islamic
Society of Greater Charlotte

* February 21: Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter­day Saints Per­
spective

Mr. Allen Bert Alexander, Pres­
ident, North Carolina Charlotte
Mission

Brother Dennis Ivan Kelly,
High Priest and Young Single
Adult Advisor, North Carolina
Charlotte Mission

* February 28: Hindu Perspec­
tive

Mrs. Chidaabha Vyas, Former
Secretary, Hindu Center Charlotte

* March 9: Creating Coalitions
Across Lines of Difference

Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, Di­
rector of the Religious Action

Center of Reform Judaism and
Senior Vice President of the
Union for Reform Judaism

* March 14: Snow Date
The Ted and M.E. Hessberg

Endowment supports community
outreach programs. Donations
may be made to this fund with
check payable to: Temple Beth El.
Thank you. For more information,
visit www.templebethel.org.Y
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704.973.4544
charlottejewishfoundation.org
A supporting organization of Foundation For The Carolinas

The following individuals/families are in the Book of 
Life Society and have granted us permission to share 
with you that Levine Jewish Community Center has 
been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

Thank You Legacy Donors

Anonymous* (4)
Wilma and Gerson Asrael
Judy and Stan August
Michele and Harvey Barer
Gail and John Baron
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Philip M Berman
Brian and Glenda Bernhardt
Andrew and Elka Bernstein
Traci Walker Blair and Peter Blair
Suly and Richard Chenkin
Jena Coen
David Cohen
Andrea and George Cronson
Gene and Deedee Daumit
Andrea and Jeremy Davids
David and Aleen Epstein
Roni and Glenn Fishkin
Jennifer Cohen Golynsky and 

Leon Golynsky
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Stan Greenspon

Anna Gunsher
Jodie, Michael, Elyssa & Alex 

Iagnocco
Brian and Raizel Kahn
Dana and Andrew Kapustin
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and Family
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Alison and Mark Lerner
Eric and Susan Lerner
Harry Lerner
Leon and Sandra Levine
Laura and Marc Lewin
Jill and Marc Lipson
Annie and Harrison Lord
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Karen and Gary Maniloff
Scott and Pam Menaker
Staci and Darren Mond
Elsa and Martin Multer
Brenda and Floyd Patten
Harriet and Mark Perlin
Debora and Ed Pizer

Dena and Michael Raffler
Melissa and Steve Raphael
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Ilya and Chantal Rubin
Michael Scharf
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Larry Schwartz
Maxine and Gary Silverstein
Jonathan and Stephanie Simon
Anne and Mike Sinsheimer
Lori and Eric Sklut
Ira and Stacey Slomka
Phil Solomon
Marilyn and Harry Swimmer
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Debra and David Van Glish
Judie and Michael Van Glish
Evan and Debby Weiss
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky
Marc and Kim Wojnowich
Scott M and Lisa Braverman 
 Yarbrough
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous

OBM - Of Blessed Memory

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

       
        
       
        

   

 
   

   
   

   
   
   

  
   

   
     
   
 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   
 

    
 

 
    

   
   
   
     

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

     
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

   
   
   

   
 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

   
    

 
     

    

other, and children following suit
to engage one another. They say
that the first 2000 days of a
child’s life are the most important

in terms of growth and develop­
ment. I believe that continues for
anyone who works in early child­
hood education as we try to look

for the high points of each day of
a child and his or her family. 

For information on JPS pro­
grams or to schedule a tour,
please call 704­364­8395.Y

Jewish Preschool on Sardis
(Continued from page 20)

Temple Beth El’s 20th Annual 
Comparative Religion Series
“Am I My Brother’s
Keeper? Roots of Ethical
Responsibility”

Early deadline for
March 2017 

Charlotte Jewish
News; 

Please have 
your stories and
ad reservations

to us by 
February 6, 2017.

Coming or...

...going, there are always interesting conversa­
tion at the JPS carpool line.

www.templebethel.org
www.charlottejewishfoundation.org


At home, Federation subsidizes costs so children and teens can connect with their Jewishness at school 
and summer camp. Birthright Israel trips transform young adults’ relationship to Israel. Around the 
world, in places where the Holocaust and Communism almost wiped out Jewish life, we’re nurturing 
the efforts of a core of inspiring young people who are reinventing Judaism.

Your Federation gift helps make all this possible. Give to Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte. 
Visit us at www.jewishcharlotte.org today.

REBUILD. REVIVE. REINVENT 
JEWISH LIFE? YES, WE CAN!

WWW.JEWISHCHARLOTTE.ORG
704.944.6757

www.jewishcharlotte.org
www.jewishcharlotte.org



