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Standing To

Community
Helene Dlsaster

By Shira Firestone

When Hurricane Helene
brought heavy rains, causing
widespread flooding and land-
slides to Western North Carolina
last month, it left a trail of de-
struction that transformed idyllic
mountain communities into disas-
ter zones overnight. Floodwaters
submerged entire towns, sever-
ing lifelines to essential services.
Thousands faced power outages
projected to last weeks or even
months, and the region faced a
grim tally of lost lives and an
agonizing search for those still
missing. The storm’s impact rip-
pled far beyond the immediate
area, creating a profound sense
of urgency across the state to
respond. The Jewish community
of greater Charlotte mobilized
swiftly, with both individuals and
organizations stepping in to sup-
port our Western North Carolina
neighbors.

The immediate concern was
locating missing loved ones, a
task complicated by widespread
power outages, road closures, and
disrupted communication. Rabbi
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In an aerial view, a person rides past a destroyed church in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene flooding, Swannanoa,
North Carolina, Oct. 6, 2024 .(Mario Tama/Getty Images)

Bentzion Groner of Chabad of
Charlotte learned of the devas-
tation after turning his phone on
Saturday night, following Shab-
bat. When he finally reached
Rabbi Shaya Susskind of Chabad
Asheville, he found him grave-

ly concerned about the welfare
of their community members,
fearing the worst with no way
to communicate or know if they
were safe.

Chabad mobilized quickly,
reaching out to Matzil, a Jewish

relief organization based in New
Jersey and Florida, which arrived
within two days equipped with
off-road vehicles, chainsaws, and
satellite phones — a lifeline for a
community cut off from essential
services. Matzil’s team, trained in

search and rescue, worked tire-
lessly to locate missing individ-
uals. Chabad of Charlotte served
as the command center for these
efforts, as Asheville Chabad’s in-
ternet access was initially down.
Chabad of Charlotte hosted a
website where people could en-
ter the names and addresses of
missing loved ones. The Matzil
team, with its specialized equip-
ment and expertise, navigated
through blocked roads, located
the missing, and reported back
to anxious families — bringing a
sense of relief during an incredi-
bly uncertain time. “Not all of the
stories of search and rescue had a
happy ending, but we are relieved
to report that all of the members
of our community have been lo-
cated and are safe,” said Rabbi
Groner. While the rescuers were
on their way to Western North
Carolina, Rabbi Groner had al-
ready filled a cargo van with bot-
tled water, food, fresh wipes, and
a generator. By 6 p.m. on Sunday,
three hundred hot meals had been
(Continued on page 8)

Remembering October 7

By Jessica Goldfarb, JFGC
Communications Specialist
More than a year has passed
since the devastating attacks on
Israel on October 7, 2023. In that
time, the Jewish community in
Charlotte has shown incredible

strength and unity, standing to-
gether in response to the trage-
dy. Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte (JFGC) has played a
vital role in guiding the commu-
nity’s efforts to support Israel and
stand with Jewish people world-
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wide. From vigils and fundrais-
ing to educational initiatives and
artistic expressions, Federation
has empowered our community
to turn grief'into action, fostering
resilience along the way.

In the immediate aftermath of
the attacks, just two days later,
Federation organized a vigil that
drew an overwhelming num-
ber of participants from across
Charlotte. The beyond-capacity
crowd saw almost 1,000 people
gathering to mourn and show
solidarity with Israel. The vigil
was a testament to our commu-
nity’s collective strength and
desire to come together during a
time of unimaginable grief.

Federation swiftly transi-
tioned to leading a broader, co-
ordinated response to support
Israel. One of the key compo-
nents of this response was the
Israel Emergency Campaign,
initiated by Jewish Federations
of North America. Federation,
having led similar efforts in past

The community gathered in grief and
solidarity at a vigil in the aftermath of
October 7.

crises, was particularly well-suit-
ed to quickly mobilize resources
and facilitate the outpouring of
support from the community.
The campaign raised over $854
million globally, with $597 mil-
lion already allocated for critical
humanitarian aid and economic

recovery. Locally, our greater
Charlotte community contrib-
uted more than $2.6 million,
reflecting incredible generosi-
ty and a steadfast commitment
to supporting Israel in its time
of need. On Federation’s Israel
Solidarity Mission in January,
members of the Charlotte Jewish
community had the opportunity
to travel to Israel and see these
dollars at work.

Amid the crisis, the rise of an-
tisemitism in the U.S. and abroad
added another layer of urgency
to the community’s response.
Federation’s Jewish Community
Relations Council (JCRC) took
a leading role in advocating for
our community’s needs and edu-
cating through the Outshine Hate
initiative. A series of events,
classes, and speakers were orga-
nized to promote understanding,
combat antisemitism, and build
resilience. Federation’s leader-

(Continued on page 3)
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Editor’s Corner

Reframing Aging: From Cultural Aversion to Honored Wisdom

Shira Firestone, Managing Editor CJN

November is National Family
Caregivers Month. This obser-
vance, started by the Caregiver
Action Network in 1994 and of-
ficially proclaimed by President
Obama in 2013, aims to recog-
nize the efforts of caregivers
across the U.S., raise awareness
about caregiving issues, and sup-
port those who provide essential
care to family members.

In the last few years, my in-
volvement in the care of my
father and stepmother has taken
an increasingly significant part
of my time, energy, and atten-
tion. And yet, initially, I didn’t
think of myself as a caregiver.
My father and stepmother don’t
live with me, and I associated
caregiving with situations like
the year-and-a-half I spent liv-
ing with my mother during her
final days. However, reading the

Jewish Family Services article,
Caring for the Caregiver, in this
issue (page 12) expanded my un-
derstanding. I realized that my
frequent responses to my step-
mother’s falls, accompanying
her to doctor’s appointments,
helping with medical decisions,
arranging medication dispens-
ing, and the countless hours
spent researching and arranging
appropriate assisted living care
more than qualify as caregiving.

Caregiving today is far more
complex than it used to be. With
the rise in diseases like Alzhei-
mer’s and Parkinson’s, more and
more families are finding them-
selves navigating specialized
care that often exceeds what
can be managed at home. It’s no
longer just about providing com-
panionship or basic assistance;
caregivers are often tasked with
coordinating specialized med-
ical care, managing medica-
tions, and finding appropriate
living arrangements that offer
memory care or other special-
ized services. According to the
Alzheimer’s Association, about
6.7 million Americans aged
65 and older were living with
Alzheimer’s dementia in 2023,
and that number is projected to
nearly double by 2050. Similarly,
nearly one million people in the
U.S. are living with Parkinson’s

Shabbat Candle Lighting Times

(28226 Zip Code. For other locations,
visit www.charlottejewishnews.org.)

November 1 — 6:10 p.m.
November 8 — 5:04 p.m.
November 15 — 4:59 p.m.
November 22 — 4:56 p.m.
November 29 — 4:54 p.m.
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disease, a figure that is expected
to rise to 1.2 million by 2030.

As I’ve navigated these chal-
lenges with my own parents,
I’ve become more attuned to the
broader societal attitudes, and
my own, toward aging, which
further complicate caregiving. In
our youth-obsessed culture, ag-
ing is often treated as something
to avoid. The multi-billion-dol-
lar anti-aging industry bombards
us with promises to “turn back
the clock,” implying that look-
ing younger is inherently better.
Older adults are often invisible
in the media, and when they do
appear, they are often portrayed
as comical, forgetful, or out of
touch. Even our everyday lan-
guage reflects this bias; we use
phrases like “over the hill” or
“past their prime,” as though
life’s peak happens only in youth
or middle age.

In our attention to the physi-
cal transitions of aging, we often
fail to see beyond the surface, as-
suming that physical or cognitive
decline defines the entirety of a
person. In doing so, we dismiss
the richness of their inner lives
and, by extension, fail to pro-
vide the kind of care that truly
respects their humanity.

During visits to care facilities
for my parents, I was struck by
a particular activity that I wit-
nessed over and over. Frequent-
ly, the residents were gathered
around a single table coloring.
What bothered me was not the
coloring; it was that the books
they were using could have been
chosen right out of a toy store.
They were filled with pictures
of elephants and clowns and
other childish themes. While
the activity was well-inten-
tioned — most likely chosen for
the wider lines that are easier
to color within — it struck me
as unintentionally infantilizing.

A quick online search revealed
a wealth of coloring books de-
signed specifically for seniors,
featuring adult themes like intri-
cate flowers, nature scenes, and
nostalgic images, all with larger,
more accessible lines. It seemed
to me that it would be easy to
acquire some of these as options.
This small detail seemed to en-
capsulate a larger issue: in our
attempts to care for our elders,
are we inadvertently diminishing
their dignity?

This disconnect is even more
troubling when considering the
disparity in care for those unable
to afford private options. The
conditions in some elder care
facilities mirror society’s broad-
er devaluation of aging, where
the quality of care depends too
often on resources, rather than a
fundamental respect for human
dignity.

All of these elements — how
we portray older adults, the lan-
guage we use, and the systems
we create for their care — con-
tribute to a broader narrative that
often fails to honor the full hu-
manity of aging.

Jewish tradition, however,
sees aging differently. In He-
brew, there’s a beautiful phrase
that describes old age: “nmipr
naoom” (ziknah muflaget). It’s
a phrase that captures more
than just the passing of years.
“mp1” (ziknah) means “old age”
or “elderliness,” and “nasmn”
(muflaget) comes from a root
that suggests something that is
“exceeding” or “distinguished.”
Together, the phrase implies a
kind of advanced, distinguished
presence — one that honors the
wisdom and experience accumu-
lated over a long life.

This reverence for age is fur-
ther reflected in Jewish teach-
ings. The Torah tells us to “rise
before the aged and show def-

Caregiver Speaker Series

Join Jewish Family Services’ Therapist,
Amanda Levine, MSW, LCSW

Coping with Holiday Stress
Thurs, Nov 21st at 3-4:30pm via Zoom

To register, scan qr code or visit:
bit.ly/CaregiverSpeakerNov2024

QY Jewish Family
-:r':‘ SERVICES :

Fingaxying + Civasecting « laolisg

info@jfscharlotte.org
(704) 364-6594

erence to the old” (Leviticus
19:32). This is not just about
politeness, it is a mitzvah. It is
about recognizing the wisdom
and dignity that come with age.
The concept of “I’dor v’dor”—
from generation to generation—
suggests that each generation
has something valuable to pass
on to the next, directly counter-
ing the idea that aging somehow
diminishes a person’s worth.
The Talmud emphasizes that
this mitzvah applies regardless
of the elder’s status — whether
they are wealthy or poor, learned
or unlearned — because the ex-
perience that comes with age is
inherently valuable.

This perspective offers a
challenge to the way we cur-
rently view aging in our culture.
It invites us to reconsider not
just how we care for our elders,
but how we see them. Are we
viewing them through a lens of
diminished relevance, or are we
recognizing the richness of their
wisdom and the value of their
lived experiences?

As we honor caregivers this
month, let’s also take the time to
honor those for whom we offer
that care — those living embod-
iments of “771p1 N3O, carrying
within them the stories and wis-
dom of a lifetime. By reframing
how we see aging as a stage of
life rich with meaning and de-
serving the utmost respect rather
than through the lens of decline,
we have a chance to transform
not only how we care for elders,
but also how we approach our
own aging. In doing so, we re-
discover the beauty and potential
present in every stage of life.

Shira

Learn empowering
strategies to:

. set boundaries

- create a supportive
network
incorporate self-
care into your
routine
find moments of
peace among
holiday bustle
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NextGen Kicks Off New Year With Charlotte FC
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NextGen participants with Liel Abada and Idan Toklomati (Inset photo credit Steve Goldberg/SCS Media)

By Jessica Goldfarb, JFGC
Communications Specialist
Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte’s NextGen; a platform
for young Jewish adults ages
20-45 aimed at building social,
professional, and volunteer op-
portunities within the greater
Charlotte community; recently
hosted a thrilling afternoon at
Bank of America Stadium. In
partnership with Temple Beth El,
Levine JCC, and Charlotte FC,
the event brought together more

than 100 people to support Israe-
li soccer player Liel Abada and
strengthen community bonds.
The day kicked off with a pre-
match Sip & Mingle in Cham-
pions Village, where attendees
gathered to enjoy drinks and
conversations with new friends.
This event was a strong start to
NextGen’s upcoming year of
programming, showcasing the
group’s commitment to making
Charlotte a welcoming home for
Jews, whether born-and-raised

locals or newcomers.

With NextGen in the crowd
roaring with support, Charlotte
FC came alive on the field, shak-
ing off a three-game losing streak
with Liel Abada in the lead.
Abada ignited the momentum
by scoring the team’s first goal,
beginning an offensive surge that
propelled Charlotte FC to a de-
cisive 4-0 victory — more goals
than their previous four games
combined! Abada finished the
game with one goal, three shots

October 7

(Continued from front page)

ship empowered members of our
community to learn, engage, and
respond thoughtfully to the grow-
ing challenges we faced both lo-
cally and globally.

Art became another powerful
way for our community to pro-
cess grief and foster connection.
Shortly after the attacks, in obser-
vance of Chanukah, the “Empty
Tables” installation in Uptown
Charlotte offered a poignant re-
minder of the lives lost. Tables
with empty settings representing
the hostages missing from their
families’ Chanukah celebrations
became a visual representation
that invited the greater Charlotte
community at large to reflect on
the reality of those so violently
taken on October 7.

Soon after, the “Calaniot”
project and exhibition emerged as
a deeply moving tribute. Commu-
nity members came together to
create hundreds of clay flowers.
The Calaniot, the national flower
of Israel, represents resilience, as
they bloom even in the harshest
environments. Initially displayed
at Shalom Park and later moved
to the Hebrew Cemetery, this ex-
hibit became a lasting memorial,
honoring the lives lost and re-
flecting Israel’s enduring strength
in the face of tragedy.

Building on these artistic ex-
pressions, Federation, in collabo-
ration with our Partnership2Geth-
er region in Hadera, Israel, helped
bring the “Hinneni” exhibition to
life. Featuring memorial pieces
by 50 artists from both the U.S.
and Israel, this project captured
the memories of those tragically
killed. Ten of these artworks re-
main on display at the Speizman
Gallery wall, located outside of
Gorelick Hall at Shalom Park.
Two of these pieces were creat-
ed by local Charlotte artists Mike
Wirth and Tara Spil. This exhibi-
tion provides a shared space for
reflection and healing, highlight-
ing the deep bond between our
local community and our partners
in Israel.

Now, a full year has passed
since the attacks, and we came
together once more to commem-
orate the one-year anniversary on
October 7, 2024. With hundreds
again in attendance, we mourn-
ed the lives lost, prayed for the
hostages still being held captive,
and renewed our commitment to
standing with Israel.

As we move forward, Fed-
eration continues to prioritize
ongoing initiatives like that pro-
mote safety, education, and unity.
Through LiveSecure, Federation

helps to provide vital security
training and resources for Jewish
communal spaces in Charlotte,
ensuring that our community can
gather safely and confidently. Se-
curity responses are coordinated
with local law enforcement, the
Secure Community Network
(SCN), and the Anti-Defamation
League (ADL). Federation’s ad-
vocacy work, led by the JCRC,
remains critical in combatting
antisemitism at its root through
legislative reform and education-
al programming.

Reflecting on the past year,
it’s clear that our community’s
response has been rooted in re-
silience, unity, and action. While
Federation led the way, it has
always been the collective spirit
of our community that has moti-
vated these efforts. From raising
millions for Israel to participating
in vigils, educational programs,
and advocacy efforts, each of
us has played a role in shaping
this response. We continue to re-
main united in our commitment
to building a stronger, safer, and
more connected Jewish future —
here in greater Charlotte and in
support of our extended family
in Israel.

on goal, and five shots total.
After the match, attendees
who had purchased their pre-
match tickets with NextGen were
treated to a post-game VIP ex-
perience, taking to the field after
the game for a group photo with
Liel Abada and Charlotte FC’s
newest player, Idan Toklomati
from Netanya, Israel, offering a
unique chance to meet and chat
with some of the most exciting
Israeli athletes in action today.
Elina Mazo, director of donor
engagement, welcomed every-
one to the event, emphasizing
its purpose. “This gathering is all
about creating opportunities for
us, as young adults, to come to-
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gether and strengthen our bonds
with the community. Now it’s
our turn to step up and take re-
sponsibility for the future of the
Jewish community.”

This event highlighted Next-
Gen’s emphasis on connecting
socially, giving back, and cre-
ating leaders within the Jew-
ish community. The gathering
wasn’t just about cheering on
a soccer team — it was about
coming together to share a mean-
ingful experience and strength-
en the bonds that make greater
Charlotte’s Jewish community
thrive.

NextGen
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Continued Advocacy Efforts of Federation’s Jewish
Community Relations Council

By Jessica Goldfarb, JFGC
Communications Specialist

Since its reintroduction to our
community in 2023, the Jewish
Community Relations Council
(JCRC) has made significant
strides in its mission to promote
the interests of the local Jewish
community through advocacy,
education, and civic engagement.
As the legislative and public af-
fairs arm of Jewish Federation
of Greater Charlotte (JFGC),
the JCRC plays a pivotal role in
addressing key issues affecting
Jewish people today, including
combating antisemitism, foster-
ing interfaith dialogue, advocat-
ing for legislation, and more.

Legislative Successes and
Continued Advocacy

One of the JCRC’s most sig-
nificant accomplishments this
year has been its advocacy for
the SHALOM Act in North
Carolina. The act codifies the
International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliance (IHRA)
definition of antisemitism, pro-
viding government institutions
and public schools across the
state with clear guidelines on
identifying and addressing an-
tisemitism. The JCRC partnered

Members of the JCRC participated in a nationwide organized fly-in to Washington D.C. to advocate for the Antisemitism
Awareness Act and the needs of our Jewish community.

with other Jewish organizations
across North Carolina, such as
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Raleigh, the Greensboro Jewish
Federation, Jewish For Good,
Hadassah, Voice4lIsrael, and

more to ensure the passage of
this vital legislation, which was
signed into law July 1.

The JCRC’s legislative efforts
extend beyond the state level.
The Antisemitism Awareness

Act, which would codify the
THRA definition of antisemitism
at the federal level, passed its
first stage in the House of Repre-
sentatives with a decisive 320 to
91 vote in May. In February, the

JCRC participated in a nation-
al fly-in to Washington, D.C. to
advocate for this act, and is now
working diligently alongside na-
tional partners to advocate for its
passage in the Senate.

Combating Local Antisem-
itism

Locally, the JCRC remains
vigilant in its efforts to combat
antisemitism. Through the Out-
shine Hate initiative, educational
workshops, training, and pro-
gramming, community members
are better able to recognize and
address antisemitism effectively.

Recent incidents of antise-
mitic activity in Charlotte have
been reported to and addressed
by Federation and the JCRC,
who work closely with local and
national partners to ensure that
each incident is handled effec-
tively. To streamline this process,
an online reporting tool is now
available through the JCRC Ac-
tion Dispatch, as well as on JF-
GC’s e-newsletter and website,
making it easier for community
members to report and seek as-
sistance in addressing antisemit-
ic incidents.

(Continued on page 5)

November 17 | 5 PM | Temple Beth El

Please join us as we pay tribute to
Sue Worrel for her leadership of
Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte.

Register Here
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By Sue Littauer

November is a special time
of year when all Americans are
reminded to give thanks for our
blessings. We gather around
the Thanksgiving table, and, in
many families, we go around and
say what we’re thankful for. If
we are very fortunate, we can
offer thanks for the warmth and
love that surrounds us and our
family.

It won’t come as a surprise
to any reader that “family” is
a common theme in many of
the books we read, and that the
meaning of family varies from
book to book. Some common
statements about family that

Sue’s Bookshelf

apply to the books I’'m recom-
mending this month:

- Blood is thicker than water.

- Family comes first.

- Families come in a variety
of shapes and sizes.

- True family isn’t necessarily
biological.

- Sometimes, family ties need
to be broken.

- Families can nurture and
sustain or ruin and destroy.

In September, our Center for
Jewish Education (CJE) Book
Club welcomed author Laurie
Frankel, who spoke with us on
Zoom about her book “Family
Family.” The book addresses
various issues related to adoption
and presents a beautiful exam-
ple of an unconventional family
that stands together in solidari-
ty, challenging the distinction
between “real” (biological) and
adopted family members.

In “Welcome Home, Caroline
Kline,” the debut novel of author
Courtney Preiss, a sophisticated
young woman leaves New York
City to return to her hometown
in New Jersey to care for her dad
while he recuperates from an in-
jury. Little does she know that
she’ll be caught up in the hokey
small-town life that gives her

Julia Kelly
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dad’s life meaning.

“The Lost English Girl” by Ju-
lia Kelly is an emotionally com-
plicated historical fiction about
what mothers will do out of love
for their children. The best and
worst family scenarios come to
light in this fast-paced epic saga
about love, motherhood, and be-
trayal set against the backdrop of
World War I1.

Elizabeth Graver’s fifth nov-
el, “Kantika,” is the story of a
Sephardic Jewish family’s emi-
gration from early 20th century
Constantinople, to Barcelona,
Havana, and New York. “This

| %% Jeweém
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we’re Charlotte’s
favorite jeweler!

exquisitely imagined family saga
spans cultures and continents.”
(New York Times, Editor’s
Choice & 100 Notable Books of
2023).

“Sandwich” by Catherine
Newman is a contemporary
novel about a woman coming
to grips with middle age. She
is literally sandwiched between
two generations of family —
her aging parents and her young
adult children. From Amazon:
“A moving, hilarious story of a
family summer vacation full of
secrets, lunch, and learning to
let go.”

We can all find ourselves and
our family’s stories in the books
that we read. We can laugh and
cry along with the characters. We
can learn and grow from the sto-

ries they tell, and, hopefully, we
can take the time to appreciate,
and to be tolerant, forgiving, and
compassionate with our family
members.

Please join us on Wednesday,
Nov. 13, when our CJE Book
Club will discuss “Leaving
Eastern Parkway,” a novel by
Matthew Daub. We’ll be meet-
ing in Room A110 at 10:30 a.m.
at Shalom Park. For more infor-
mation, please contact sueb.lit-
tauer@jewishcharlotte.org Oh,
and you guessed it — “family”
figures prominently in this novel.

JCRC

(Continued from page 4)

JCRC Action Dispatch

In June of this year, the JCRC
launched the JCRC Action Dis-
patch, a bi-weekly newsletter
aimed at keeping the community
informed and engaged and offer-
ing ways to make a difference.
Each edition covers pressing
topics such as combating an-
tisemitism in schools, updates
on the ongoing war in Israel,
and enacting legislative reform.
The newsletter’s primary goal is
to provide timely resources and
actionable steps for community
members to address the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing
the Jewish community.

Growth and Restructuring
of the JCRC

In recent months, the JCRC
has grown significantly. Under
the leadership of Steve Menaker,
who continues to serve as chair,
the council has expanded its
membership and restructured
into five subcommittees: edu-
cation, government/political,
interfaith/intergroup, media/
communications, and business/
corporate. This structure allows
the JCRC to address a wider
range of issues and engage more
deeply with various segments
of the community. Additional-

ly, JFGC has appointed Doug-
las Greene as their new JCRC
director, allowing for greater
connection and communication
between the council and its par-
ent organization.

Looking Ahead: Future
Plans for 2025

As the JCRC continues to
grow, plans are already under-
way for 2025. The council is
planning a series of events and
initiatives including an interfaith
seder, programming for Jewish
American Heritage Month, and
speaker events like the Unpack-
ing Israel Masterclass Series and
Project Shema, all designed to
foster dialogue and understand-
ing within the greater Charlotte
community.

Federation’s JCRC’s ongo-
ing work is a testament to the
resilience and commitment of
the greater Charlotte Jewish
community. As it continues to
address the challenges facing the
community today, the JCRC re-
mains a crucial advocate for the
values and interests of Jewish
people both locally and beyond.

m Jewish
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of Greater Charlotte

\JCRC

Outshine Hate co-chairs Emily Zimmern (right) and Karen Spiegler (left) with
Haviv Rettig Gur, guest speaker for the JCRC's first program in the Unpacking

Israel Masterclass Series
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Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

“What’s the Buzz?” Celebrates the Sweet Start of the
High Holiday Season

By Jessica Goldfarb, JFGC
Communications Specialist
Families with young chil-
dren gathered on September
8 at Squirrel Lake park for the
“What’s the Buzz?” event, cel-
ebrating and preparing for Rosh
HaShanah through interactive
activities centered around bees
and honey. Hosted through the
Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte’s Center for Jewish
Education’s PJ Library program,
this mini-festival was the perfect
way to buzz into the High Hol-
iday season with a fun-filled af-

ternoon of learning and play.
The highlight of the day was
a captivating honeybee demon-
stration by the beekeeper and
owner of local Paddington Hon-
ey, Robert Suydan. Families had
the unique opportunity to get up
close with the hive, learn about
the fascinating lives of honey-
bees, and, of course, sample
some delicious honey! Children
were buzzing with excitement as
they asked questions and learned
how bees make the sweet treat
traditionally enjoyed during
Rosh HaShanah celebrations.

Children and families learned about bees, their hives, and how they make honey.

A MORNING

TH MIR

PJ Library's Jewish Book Month Celebration with
author Miri Leshem-Pelly

In addition to the bee demo,
kids got creative with a variety
of crafts. They made honeybee
hats, bookmarks, and even their
own honeybee bottles to take
home and use as a honey jar.
Face painting added an artistic
touch, and the park’s playground
offered plenty of space for ev-
eryone to run and play. At the
end of the event, High Holiday
gift bags helped bring the spirit
of the season home. Thank you
to the following organizations
who helped fill these bags with
special gifts: Levine JCC, Char-
lotte Jewish Preschool, Jewish
Preschool on Sardis, Charlotte
Jewish Day School, Temple Beth
El, Temple Israel, Jewish Coun-
cil at Lake Norman, Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte and
PJ Library.

Rosh HaShanah, which marks
the beginning of the Jewish new
year, is a time for reflection, re-
newal, and wishing for a “sweet”
new year ahead. “What’s the
Buzz?” provided a wonderful op-
portunity for families to connect
with the community and prepare
for this meaningful holiday in a
joyous and educational way.

Come join us for a morning story time and craft! Miri Leshem-Pelly will
read her book A FEATHER, A PEBBLE, A SHELL and speak about the

beauty of Israel.

After the story, using oil pastels and colored paper, we will be making a
hoope, the national bird of Israel. This amazing bird can open and close its
feathered crown! How lucky we are to have Miri joining us for this morning

of fun!

About Miri: Miri Leshem-Pelly is an author and illustrator of children’s
books. She loves to use her imagination to create new worlds out of words
and color. She has published 17 children’s books to date. She lives in
Hadera, Israel with her husband and two children.

A\ Jewish

Federation &
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m Library

Getting a close up view of a hive

“Thank you to everyone who
joined us for “What’s the Buzz?’
It was wonderful to see so many
families come together to cel-
ebrate and play together,” said
Megan Harkavy, director of ed-
ucation and engagement. “We
hope you’ll join us for our up-
coming events. There’s always
something exciting happening at
PJ Library!”

PJ Library regularly hosts fun
and engaging events, from holi-
day celebrations to weekly story
times and more! With Megan

WIRI LESAIN-PRILY

Date: Sunday, November 10

Time: 10:00am - 11:30am

Harkavy and Sara Solar, youth
and family coordinator, leading
the way, families can always
look forward to meaningful and
enriching experiences through-
out the year.

CENTER for
JEWISH
Epucation

Place: Sam Lerner Center for Cultural Arts

at Shalom Park

Miri Leshem-Pelly's books will be available

for purchase.
Registration required

All craft supplies will be provided.

Jewish
Book
— Council

Scan QR code
to Register
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‘\.I- . FEDERATION IMPACT: BENEFICIARY AGENCY SPOTLIGHT

BBYO

As a means of bettering our
greater Charlotte Jewish com-
munity, Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte allocates
donation funds to local Jew-
ish organizations who embody
Jewish values and overall bet-
ter our community. In recogni-
tion of their work, we at Fed-
eration wish to bring attention
to these organizations and the
good that they do.

With a vast network span-
ning hundreds of chapters
across North America and
around the world, BBYO
(B’nai B’rith Youth Organiza-
tion) serves nearly 70,000 Jew-
ish teens annually. BBYO's
core mission is to foster an
inclusive environment where
teens can connect, grow, and
develop leadership skills while
deepening their connection to
their Jewish identity. Locally,
our Charlotte BBYO chapters
consists of almost 200 teens.

"BBYO operates with the
mission of engaging more
Jewish teens and offering more
meaningful Jewish experienc-

es," says Zack Tabachnikoff,
associate director for East-
ern Region BBYO. "Here in
Charlotte, we are home to four
thriving chapters: two Aleph
(male-identifying teens)
chapters and two BBG (fe-
male-identifying teens) chap-
ters. We meet every Tuesday
night at the Levine JCC from
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and we’re
always happy to welcome new
friends in grades 8 through
nm

Through these regular
meetings and local events,
which range from fun social
activities like bowling and
bonfires to thought-provoking
discussions on social justice
and leadership, BBYO em-
powers its members to explore
their Jewish heritage while
building a strong, supportive
community.

By encouraging meaning-
ful engagement with Jewish
values and fostering a sense
of communal responsibility,
BBYO's efforts align seam-
lessly with Jewish Federation
of Greater Charlotte’s mission
to nurture Jewish identity and
promote educational experi-
ences. Federation proudly sup-
ports BBYO, recognizing its
critical role in shaping the next
generation of Jewish leaders.

W bbyo

LEVINE-SKLUT JUDAIC LIBRARY

Piey P Py W LTH
PURPOSE PRESENTS A

HOL IDAY
MARKE™T

BENEFITTING THE JEWISH
FEDERATION OF GREATER

CHARLOTTE

Join us and shop for holiday fashions,
gifts, and decorations!
Gift wrapping will be available on site.

DECEMBER 11
DUKE MANSION
9AM 2P M

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE VISIT
POPUPSWITHPURPOSE.ORG

Federation’s NextGen and
PJ Library invite youto a
fun-filled night with DJ Ken
Markovitz. There will also

be special activities planned
for kids!

FRIENDS, FAMILIES, SOLO PLAYERS WELCOME!

Purchase pizza from Vita da Pizza Food Truck, 5-7 PM

Community members are also welcome to bring their own
favorite board games to share at the event.

s\ Jewish ‘

Federation

of Greater Charlotte

‘ NextGen
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Disaster Relief

(Continued from front page)

served, providing much-needed
relief to those in need.

Meanwhile, across Charlotte,
synagogues and Jewish orga-
nizations began independently
gathering essential supplies like
water, food, and toiletries to sup-
port those affected by the disas-
ter. Although many were eager
to help, state and local officials
encouraged those offering aid to
work through official channels
to ensure that relief efforts were
coordinated and reached those in
need efficiently and safely.

One of those channels was
Myers Park United Methodist
Church. Temple Beth El, drawing
on its long-standing relationship
with the church, contributed an
entire pallet of water to their re-
lief efforts. Thousands of pounds
of water were delivered to affect-
ed areas, some of which reached
Congregation Beth HaTephila in
Asheville, where it helped sup-
port their outdoor Rosh HaSha-
nah service.

As formal relief efforts con-
centrated on getting supplies to
the hardest-hit areas, local com-
munity members in Charlotte
turned their focus to supporting
those displaced by the storm.
Synagogues opened their doors
for High Holiday services, pro-
viding not only spiritual comfort
but also much-needed stability
during uncertain times. Commu-
nity members offered their homes

to evacuees — some for a few
days, others for much longer.

While supplies were and con-
tinue to be essential for many
cut-off communities, it was clear
from the outset that long-term
recovery would require sustained
financial support. Financial re-
sources could be directed to those
organizations best positioned to
assess and address the evolving
needs on the ground.

Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte (JFGC) was quick to
respond Federation is uniquely
positioned to provide an avenue
for donations, drawing on its ex-
perience from past crises, includ-
ing establishing a COVID Relief
Fund to support those impacted
by the pandemic and the Israel
Emergency Fund after the attack
by Hamas on Israel last year. Fed-
eration CEO Adam Kolett called
an emergency meeting on Sunday
night, after the storm had barely
passed, convening leaders from
Jewish organizations in Charlotte
to begin assessing needs and re-
sponding as a community. One
of the first actions taken was the
establishment of an Emergency
Relief Fund, providing a unified
channel for financial support. By
Monday morning, this fund was
operational, and to date, over
$125,000 has been raised.

JFGC has pulled together an
ad-hoc committee that includes
representatives from various local

agencies to help assess ongoing
needs and make recommenda-
tions for how best to allocate the
funds raised through the Emer-
gency Relief Fund. Due to prox-
imity and relationships in the im-
pacted areas, Federation remains
in close contact with local vol-
unteer and professional leaders,
offering support and assessing the
most pressing needs.
Additionally, JFGC is serving
as a close partner to the Jewish
Federations of North America
(JFNA) emergency rebuilding
efforts. The JFNA emergency
committee has already secured
equipment and provided grants
totaling $200,000. From these
grants, each agency and syna-
gogue will have discretionary
funds to distribute to individual
Jewish families as needed. In ad-
dition, JFNA provided 11 Starlink
internet packs to ensure connec-
tivity and allow each institution
to continue operations. Each or-
ganization received at least one
portable toilet, enabling them to
resume functional operations.
Grants have also been made
available for portable air con-
ditioning units and generators
where needed. These funds are
made possible through JFNA’s
Hurricane Relief Fund, launched
after Hurricane Helene and now
includes support for those im-
pacted by Hurricane Milton.
JFGC is also focused on coor-

dinating volunteer efforts. It has
identified vetted volunteer oppor-
tunities, including working with
North Carolina Voluntary Orga-
nizations Active in Disaster (NC
VOAD), a consortium of non-
profits managing a warehouse in
the Charlotte-Mooresville area
that needs daily volunteers, and
NECHAMA, which will orga-
nize volunteers on behalf of the
Jewish community to support
Western North Carolina clean-
up efforts. Federation is serving
as the central resource, consoli-
dating information on its website
so that community members have
a single, reliable source for up-
dates and opportunities to help.
As larger group opportunities be-
come available, Federation plans
to organize day trips for up to 50
volunteers, emphasizing their
role in supporting both imme-
diate and long-term recovery in
Western North Carolina.

Kolett says, “Federation ex-
ists in order to respond to our
community’s most acute needs,
and I am proud of how Jewish
Charlotte jumped into action and
remains committed to relief ef-
forts. We all love our mountains,
and being involved in their reha-
bilitation is not only our Jewish
imperative, but it is something we
will remember forever.”

Jewish Family Services (JFS)
and the Levine Jewish Communi-
ty Center (LJCC) are just two ex-

amples of organizations staying in
close contact with their counter-
parts in Western North Carolina,
helping to communicate ongoing
needs. Additionally, both JFS and
LJCC are making plans to send
staff from Charlotte to provide
direct support to their peer agen-
cies when the time is right. While
many organizations have already
stepped up, the efforts mentioned
here represent just a portion of the
larger, ongoing response.

At the heart of these efforts,
however, is the entire Charlotte
community. Through the collec-
tive actions of individuals — do-
nating supplies, contributing to
the relief fund, and offering their
support — we have been able to
respond to this disaster. This cri-
sis is deeply personal, as so many
of'us have a special connection to
the mountains and the people of
Western North Carolina.

The work is far from over. As
immediate needs are addressed,
the focus is shifting toward long-
term stability and resilience for
those affected by Hurricane He-
lene. This marks the beginning
of a complex journey to rebuild
lives and communities. With
deep-rooted connections to West-
ern North Carolina and a steadfast
commitment to its recovery, the
Jewish community of Charlotte
will continue to stand by those
impacted by this unprecedented
disaster.
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Simplify Your
Year-End Giving

With A Donor Advised Fund

“Our donor advised fund is a
convenient and flexible tool to
assist us with our charitable giving.
We have such confidence in the
FCJC team that we moved our fund
from a commercial provider.”

Stacey and Ira Slomka

SCANTO

E%ﬁ';?gﬂ?ﬁ&l‘g; Inspiring Philanthropy. LEARN MORE
COMMUNITY Building Community. 1. :r_:',_

"!:F -'l-lT
L

For more information, contact Phil Warshauer at (704) 973-4544.

www.charlottejewishfoundation.org E:ﬁﬂ*ﬁ%

Our

History

s C.)nly C?ur
Beginnin

Help Us Carry Your Legacy
Into The Future

s\ Jewish
w Federation
of Greater Charlotte

To learn more contact
Sam Bernstein at
sam.bernstein@jewishcharlotte.org

DONATE GIFT CARDS AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING THE JFS ANNUAL

DREIDEL “DRIVE

Help us bring connection, smiles, and light
to children, grandparents, seniors, and
survivors to celebrate this joyous holiday.

PARTICIPATION IS EASY:
Purchase a gift card and indicate the amount
on the gift card, along with your contact
information. Preferred types: Target, Walmart,
grocery store, Amazon (hard copy, no e-cards)

Deliver or mail it:
Jewish Family Services
5007 Providence Rd.

Ste. 105

Charlotte, NC 28226

info@jfscharlotte.org

Q.
TF

Jewish Family
‘\bE'l ICES
Engpaging » Coanacting » Maaling

Drop it:

JFS Food Pantry drop
off days (11/6, 11/20,
12/4) at the Shalom Park
Portico/Library entrance

704.364.6594 jfscharlotte.org

ation
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An Innovative Local Fundraiser for the
Israel at War: Hadassah Heals Campaign

By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner

Laurie Sheinhaus, Hadassah
Charlotte Metro membership
vice president, has been making
beaded bracelets since January.
Every bracelet is different, but
they have one thing in common
— each bracelet includes the
name of one of the hostages held
in Gaza. As of September, Laurie
has collected and sent more than
$1,100 to Hadassah’s Israel at
War: Hadassah Heals campaign.

Donations to the national
campaign have helped the Ha-
dassah Medical Organization in
Israel build two secure, state-of-
the-art underground facilities,
launch an emergency psychiatric
emergency service, and expand
emergency and ICU treatment
capacity.

“After October 7, I was do-
nating to many causes to help
Israel,” explains Sheinhaus,
“but I wanted to do something
through Hadassah. I had to think
of something to remember the
hostages and keep their names
alive. The situation pulls on my
heart every day.” Laurie came up
with the idea of making beaded
bracelets, like the Swiftie brace-
lets popularized by Taylor Swift
fans.

“Every time I made a bracelet,
I read about the person. When
you create a bracelet and look
at the person’s face, it’s not just

making a bracelet. [ imagine kids
dancing and singing at a music
festival, people living and work-
ing, their hobbies and passions.
No one’s family should have to
go through that. It’s gut-wrench-
ing to me.”

Laurie displayed her first
bracelets at Hadassah Charlotte’s
Board Installation in January.
Since then, she has brought them
to Hadassah Wine & Schmooze
evenings at Vintner Wine Mar-
ket, the community Purim Carni-
val, Celebrate the TaTas Painting
Days, and other events. Instead
of selling the bracelets for a set
price, she asks for a donation of
your choice.

Laurie presented a bracelet
with the name of hostage Avi-
natan Or to his mother when
she spoke at Chabad earlier this
year. Laurie has made matching
mother/daughter bracelets and
others that say Am Yisrael Chai.
She said, “It’s nice when you go
to an event and all your friends
are wearing their bracelets.”

Amy Albertson is a Chi-
nese-American Jew and one of
Hadassah’s 2023 “18 American
Zionist Women You Should
Know.” Amy, a Jewish advocate
and educator with 38,000 Insta-
gram followers, recently listed
“S Ways to Make Sure the Hos-
tages Are Not Forgotten.” One of
those is to “wear their names.”

Proceeds from sales of bracelets bear-
ing the names of hostages benefits Ha-
dassah’s Israel at War: Hadassah Heals
campaign

Wearing one of Laurie’s brace-
lets is the perfect way to do that.
To make a donation for Hadas-
sah Heals hostage bracelets, send
a check to Hadassah Charlotte
Metro, 5007 Providence Road,
Charlotte, NC 28226. Include
your phone number so Laurie
can arrange to meet you when
the bracelets are ready. To make
other payment arrangements,
email HadassahCLT@gmail.
com or call (980) 553-1880.

DONT MISS OUT!

Spread the word...it's time to register for

Hadassah's 2025-2026/5786

Charlotte Area Jewish Community

Directory

(Directory serves Greater Charlotte Jewish Community)

To list your personal and/or business (name/website) information in the

directory:

Visit www.hadassahcltevents.org. Click on directory button or use QR Code

below.

* Fill out and submit the form.

* Call 980-553-1880 for help filling out the form.

* We MUST receive your completed form. Hadassah CANNOT publish your
information WITHOUT your consent/registration form.

To place an AD for your business, visit www.hadassahcltevents.org, click the

directory button and choose from several ad sizes and placement.

Discover, Connect, Belong

Autumn Events

The Reveal

Buy your tickets now for
our big fundraiser of the year,
the Celebrate the TaTas Re-
veal Gala, on Saturday, Nov.
16 at 6:30 p.m. The celebratory
event, with emcee Patti Mercer,
includes dinner with wine/beer
(plus a special event cocktail for
an extra charge), live and silent
auctions, wine pull, and most im-
portantly, the opportunity to hon-
or the amazing women and men
in our community engaged in
the breast cancer fight. All prof-
its will be donated to cancer re-
search at the Hadassah Medical
Organization. Purchase tickets
on the Hadassah Charlotte web-
site. Questions? Email Cindy at
celebratethetatas.Hadassah@
gmail.com.

Hadassah Directory

Sign up for the 2025-26 Ha-
dassah Charlotte Metro Area
Jewish Community Directory.
Proceeds go toward funding a
pediatric emergency bay at Ha-
dassah’s Mt. Scopus Hospital.
There is no charge to include
your personal listing. You can
purchase a printed or online di-
rectory or advertise your busi-
ness. Even if you were listed in
previous directories, you must
sign up again. Visit our www.
hadassahcltevents.org for more
information.

Game Time

It’s almost time to order your
2025 Mah Jongg card. Watch for
details.

Monthly Events

Vote and then head to Hadas-
sah Wine & Schmooze on Tues-

day, Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. at Vintner
Wine Market in the Arboretum
Shopping Center.

Short Story Discussion Group
meets on Zoom on Nov. 8 at
11:45 a.m. to talk about “The
Wedding Photographer’s Assis-
tant” by Ilana Stanger-Ross from
“Frankly Feminist: Short Stories
by Jewish Women.”

Join Hadassah BookTalk on
Tuesday, Nov. 19 at 7 p.m. on
Zoom to discuss “Have You Seen
Luis Velez?” by Catherine Ryan
Hyde.

The next Hadassah CLT Met-
ro Board meeting is Monday,
Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. on Zoom.

Helpful Info

To learn about membership,
contact Laurie Sheinhaus at the
phone number or email below, or
attend one of our events.

Our website, www.hadassah-
cltevents.org, has details and
links for our events. If you have
questions or need additional
information, email Hadassah-
CLT@gmail.com or call our
general phone number, (980)
553-1880. Follow us on Face-
book (Hadassah CLT Metro) and
Instagram (Hadassah Charlotte
Metro).

HADASSAH

ey OJnte Gvening

PAUL SIMON

WOMEN

£310 Sharon Rood, Sulte X2 Charlotte, NS ZE21
{704) 333-6138 | PoulsimonCo.com



The Charlotte Jewish News - November 2024 - Page 12

National Caregiver Month: Caring for the Caregiver

By Sheryl Gerrard, MA, GC-G,
CDP, JF'S Senior Engagement
Manager

As Rosalynn Carter famously
stated, there are only four kinds
of people in the world: those
who have been caregivers, those
who are currently caregivers,
those who will be caregivers, and
those who will need caregivers.
Her point was that caregiving is
a nearly universal experience.
That’s why every November we
celebrate National Family Care-
givers Month. While caregivers
should be celebrated every day,
this is a time to recognize and
honor caregivers nationally, raise
awareness around caregiving is-
sues, educate communities, and
work to increase support for our
nation’s caregivers.

In the United States today,
it is estimated that 53 million
adults are providing care for a
spouse, elderly parent or rela-
tive, or a child with disabilities.
Many of us provide support or
assistance to family members or
friends without identifying our-
selves as caregivers. We may
feel we are just fulfilling the ob-
ligations of our role as spouses,
adult children, parents, or con-
siderate neighbors. Recognizing
that one is a caregiver can be a
first step towards reducing the

Chabad of Charlotte

FOUNDATION for the
CHARLOTTE JEWISH
COMMUNITY

charlottejewishfoundation.org

Scan the QR code to watch a short video on
how you can create your own Jewish legacy.

stressors often associated with
this life situation. You may be
a family caregiver if you are
the person who buys groceries,
cooks, cleans the house, or does
laundry for someone who needs
some help with these things. A
caregiver is also the person who
helps a friend or family member
get dressed, take a shower, or
take their medication properly.
Or even the person who makes
medical appointments, commu-
nicates with a loved one’s doc-
tors, or drives them to appoint-
ments and to run errands. All of
these situations describe “care-
giving,” and if you are doing any
or all of these things, you may
be feeling drained, exhausted, or
burned out.

Often, the caregiving journey
is more of a marathon than a
sprint and it’s important that you
equip yourself for the long haul.
Whether you are just starting
out on your caregiving journey
or you’ve been at it for a while,
there are some tools that can be
useful along the way.

- Stay on top of your own
health and well-being: often,
caregivers put their own needs
aside while focusing on their
loved ones and this can contrib-
ute to both physical and emotion-
al issues. Make time to schedule

LEGACY
DONORS

Create 3'6‘ COMMUNITY
U ()LllJeWiSh PARTNER
¢ J}leguc‘q A FCJC program

Our gratitude and thanks to our precious Legacy Donors who have
made a commitment to ensure the continued and expanded growth of
our educational and enriching programs which are vital to the quality
of Jewish life in the greater Charlotte region. These legacy donors
have given us permission to publicize their names with the hope of
encouraging you to join them. To be part of this important community
initiative please contact Rabbi Shlomo Cohen at 704-366-3984.

With thanks and appreciation, Lubavitch of North Carolina and

Inspiring Philanthropy.
Building Community.

e
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your own medical appointments,
exercise, and participate in self-
care activities so you can feel
your best during difficult times.

- Let others assist: if someone
offers to help, let them, and they
will be encouraged to offer again
in the future. Remember that a
marathon runner gets support
and encouragement from others,
not to mention drinks and snacks
along the way! When you feel
like you’re on your own, reach
out to a friend or family member
to help you with some tasks so
you can refuel.

- Join a group: there are many
options for both in-person and
virtual support and education-
al groups. By participating in
a support group, you can de-
crease your feelings of isolation
and learn from others in similar
situations. Jewish Family Ser-
vices offers several programs
for family caregivers, such as
a Parkinson’s Family Caregiver
group and our quarterly Care-
giver Speaker Series, as well as
Caregiver Thrive Learn Connect
(TLC), a 6-session psychoedu-
cational group to teach practical
coping skills and stress reduction
techniques. Check our website
for more information.

- Keep humor in your life:
laughter really is the best med-

icine. Watch a silly movie or
read the comics and find things
to laugh about with the loved one
in your care as well; everyone
needs playfulness in their day.

- Seek professional guidance
when needed: whether you’re
looking for supportive counsel-
ing for yourself or resources to
help you care for your loved one,
reach out to Jewish Family Ser-
vices to receive knowledgeable
direction to make your journey
more manageable. Our Counsel-
ing Services can help you deal
with life’s challenges and our
Senior Engagement team has a
wealth of information to support
you as a caregiver.

- Find the joy in caregiving:
having the opportunity to pro-
vide care for someone who cared
for you can be rewarding and
gratifying. Looking at your situ-
ation with a positive perspective
can provide a sense of fulfillment
and build self-confidence as you
develop the skills needed to be a
successful caregiver.

Jewish Family Services rec-
ognizes and understands the
stresses family caregivers expe-
rience, and offers several differ-
ent supportive services. Caregiv-
er Thrive Learn Connect (TLC)
is one of these programs. JFS is
one of only a small handful of

professionals with master-level
training in this science-backed
therapeutic training. This pro-
gram is a six-week series that
provides practical tools, online
resources, and participant ma-
terials. Participants develop in-
dividual action plans each week
and build skills and tools to
manage stress, depression, frus-
tration, self-care, and isolation.
Results of this program show
caregivers report a significant
reduction in depressive symp-
toms and increases in self-con-
fidence in relation to caregiving.
Other caregiver support services
include support groups and con-
nections to resources.

If you or someone you know is
feeling stressed or overwhelmed
by managing a loved one’s care
and has questions or would ben-
efit from support, please contact
us at (704) 364-6594 or jfschar-
lotte.org.
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Jewish Family
SERVICES

Anonymous* (11)

Yvonne Amato

Robert Berman

Barry H. Brodsky

(0BM) Cohen

Meg D. Goldstein and
Matthew Luftglass

Joel Horwich
David Jacobson

Benjamin and Susan Aizenman

Bernard and Leah G. Amler
Alan and Madeline Aron

Irving and Lillian (OBM) Bienstock
Bonnie and David Bornstein

Chaim and Hanah Hawkins Burke
David and Janice Cantor
Richard (OBM) and Suly Chenkin
Aharon and Mintza Leah

Brian and Sonia Cohen

Rabbi Shlomo and Yiska Cohen
Steven and Ellen Block Englehardt
Aleen and David Epstein

Goodlyn Gelper (OBM)

Loren Leah Gelber (0BM)

Yossi and Mariashi Groner

Mary-Margaret and Ronald Kantor
Paula and Richard Klein

Barry and Lorrie Klemons
and Family

Elise and Jaime Kosofsky

Eric and Judy Laxer

Eric and Susan Lerner

Gloria and Harry Lerner

Barbara and Jerry Levin

Elissa and Joshua Levine

Jennifer Monroe

Eva Nove

Gale Oshorne

Richard J. Osborne

Arthur and Nadine Oudmayer

Debora and Ed (OBM) Pizer

Jeffrey Poelvoorde (0BM)

Dena and Michael Raffler

Fern T. Sanderson

Fred (OBM) and Lisa Shporer

Randy and Sheldon Sperling

Lauren and Philip Stark

Andie and Mike Taylor

Judie and Michael Van Glish

Amy and Maor Waizman

Kim and Marc Wojnowich

*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
O0BM - Of Blessed Memory

Want to join the growing list of CJL donors? Contact
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Abby Kleber (704) 973-4554.
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The Power of Gratitude: Boosting Your Mental Health

By Howard Olshansky, JFS Ex-
ecutive Director

November is here, bringing
with it the holiday season and,
of course, Thanksgiving. It’s a
time when we often reflect on
what we’re thankful for, with
decorations reminding us to be
grateful. In fact, November is
also National Gratitude Month.
But did you know that practic-
ing gratitude can improve your
mental health?

According to the National
Council for Mental Wellbeing,
research shows that gratitude can
reduce stress and anxiety. Stud-
ies have found that a single act
of thoughtful gratitude can lead
to a 10% increase in happiness
and a 35% decrease in depressive
symptoms. However, the bene-
fits are short-lived unless grati-
tude is practiced regularly. Over
time, gratitude builds resilience
by helping us reframe difficult
situations, focus on the support
received, and minimize feelings
of helplessness.

Regular gratitude practice
lowers stress and enhances emo-
tional resilience, allowing us to
bounce back from adversity. Ac-
knowledging the positive aspects
of life helps maintain a balanced
perspective during challenging
times. Gratitude also strength-
ens relationships by fostering
appreciation and reinforcing
social connections, which are
critical during tough moments.

Gratitude can even improve
sleep. Focusing on positive
thoughts before bed—such as
what you’re thankful for — re-
duces the tendency to dwell on
worries. This promotes relax-
ation, leading to quicker, more
restorative sleep. A study from
the University of Manchester
found that participants who kept
a gratitude journal before bed ex-
perienced better sleep quality, as
gratitude helps reduce negative
thoughts and makes it easier to
relax.

Lk p

Self-esteem also benefits from
gratitude. By focusing on what
we have, rather than what we
lack, we develop a more positive
self-image. Shifting focus from
comparing ourselves to others
toward appreciating our achieve-
ments and strengths can reduce
feelings of inadequacy and boost
self-worth. A study in The Jour-
nal of Positive Psychology found
that regular gratitude practice
leads to higher self-esteem and
lower rates of depression.

Fortunately, gratitude can
be cultivated no matter where
you’re starting. Here are some
simple ways to incorporate it into
your daily life:

- Keep a Gratitude Journal:
Write down three things you’re
thankful for each day to shift
your focus from the negative to
the positive.

- Express Appreciation: Thank
the people in your life—whether
through a note, text, or conver-
sation—strengthening your rela-
tionships.

- Mindful Reflection: Take a
few minutes each day to reflect
on what went well, no matter

Jewish Family Services Tributes

September 2024

Happy Anniversary

Michael and Ashley
Goldberg

Ruth Goldberg

In Appreciation of
Len and Judy Marco
Windsor Run Shalom Club

In Memory of

Betsy Fox

Myron and Lynn Slutsky
Debra Brenner

Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Larry Kaufman

Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Eric and Susan Lerner

T

Jewish Family
VERYVIGED

In Memory of Continued
Lenore “Lee” Marx
Marcia D’Alessandro
Ron and Ginny Corn
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
John Fullagar and Julie Blum
Richard and Paula Klein
Greg and Kathryn Marshall
Mel Rosenbaum and Tom Stutts
Mary Jean Kushner
Laurence Boxer
Linda Dendanto
Alan and Paula Kranitz
Gary and Laurie Kushner
Bram and Laura Ordel
Greg Siskind
The Stout Family
Walter and

Lenore Marx
Jeff and Cherrie Moore

.

how small, to keep your attention
on life’s positives.

- Gratitude Meditation: Spend
a few moments reflecting on a
person or experience that brings
you joy.

So, when you sit down at the
Thanksgiving table to express
your thanks, consider making
gratitude a daily habit. You might
just find that your gratitude leads
to a calmer, less stressful life.

Jewish Family
SERVICES
Engreagmag « Covenecting « Meoalrg
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JEREMY KATZ | Broker

Jewish Family Services
Volunteers & Donors September 2024

Volunteers: Jessica Alfan-
dary, Marcia Arnholt, Mike Arn-
holt, Daniel Benjamin, Andrew
Bernstein, Dan Coblenz, Steff
Cohen, Jonathan Collman, An-
drea Cronson, Julie Dermack,
Joni Deutsch, Sheryl Effren,
Jamie Fram, Rachel Friedman,
Robert Friedman, Meredith Gart-
ner, Marty Goldfarb, Richard
Goldsmith, Jennifer Golynsky,
Gail Halverson, Rebecca Hock-
field, Oren Hubara, Tara Huba-
ra, Dawn Hubbs, Bob Jacobson,
Etti Krause, Jennifer Koss, Elliot
and Stephanie Kreitman, Mar-
cia Lampert, Eric Lerner, Lisa
Levinson, Adina Loewensteiner,
Matt Luftglass, Susie Meier, Fra-
da Mozenter, Wendy Petricoff,
Barbara Rein, Nina Rose, Mari-
lyn Schuster, Janice Shubin, Stu-
art Singer, Harry Sparks, Lorin
Steifel, Steve Teich, Gail Vogel,
Nancy Wielunski, Amanda Zaid-
man

Hadassah Meal Prep-
pies: Gina Bonfiglio Geneva
Boxer, Leslie Goldfarb, June
Hirschmann, Paul Hirschmann,
Judy Kaufmann, Penny Krieger,
Judy Nascimento, Betsy Olinger,
Debbie Silton

Food Drives: Yafit Reichen-
thal and Bank of America, Stacy
Greenhut and Banner’s Hallmark

Rosh HaShanah Volunteers:
baking rugelach: Suzy Catenaz-
70, Stephanie Kreitman; baking

challah: Leah Levin; Baking
honey cake: Hadassah; donating
challah: Ron Nadal and Gold-
en Grains, Temple Israel men’s
club; donating meals Shai Far-
gian and Yafo Kitchen; assem-
bling Rosh HaShanah bags:
Ballantyne Jewish Center 6th
grade Hebrew School; making
Rosh HaShanah cards and ap-
ple collection: Charlotte Jewish
Day School; delivering “taste
of the holiday” Rosh HaShanah
bags: Jessica Alfandary, Bonnie
Bonomo, Charlotte Jewish Day
School, Steffanie Cohen, Erica
Davison, Sarah Flynn, Jamie
Fram, Anna Geyfman, Hannah
Golanski, Richard Goldsmith,
Jodie Joseph, Rikki Kinitsky,
Etti Krause, Miriam Levenson,
Ellen Myers, Rachel Nesher,
Noah Pliss, Barbara Rein, Ana
Silverstein, Harry Sparks, Lau-
ren Stark, Alan Sussman, Beth
and David Thrope

Shalom Green: Thank to all
Shalom Green volunteers for
providing fresh produce to our
pantry clients

Food Pantry Donations:
Thank you to our generous com-
munity for continuing to donate
to the food pantry. We continue
to collect donations every other
Wednesday at the portico en-
trance to the Blumenthal Center
for Jewish Education Building at
Shalom Park.

JEREMY KATZ

REALESTATE

Jeremy@atherealestateguync.com

516-850-3448
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Bal Tashchit and Bevond: The Environmental

Impacts of Fast Fashion

By Lisa Shpritz

Fast fashion has transformed
the way we consume clothing.
Its business model focuses on
rapidly producing trendy, inex-
pensive garments to meet high
consumer demand. Recently,
brands have been pumping out
new collections at breakneck
speeds. However, while this has
made fashion more accessible,
the environmental toll of fast
fashion is staggering. From re-
source depletion to pollution, fast
fashion’s environmental impacts
are severe, unsustainable, and
growing worse by the day.

One of the most significant en-
vironmental concerns associated
with fast fashion is its water foot-
print. The textile industry is one
of'the largest consumers of water
worldwide, and fast fashion am-
plifies this problem. For instance,
producing a single cotton t-shirt
can require as much as 700 gal-
lons of water, enough to meet the
drinking needs of one person for
nearly three years.

In addition to consumption,
water pollution is another seri-
ous issue. Textile dyeing, which
gives clothes their vibrant col-
ors, is a major source of water

pollution. The World Bank es-
timates that 20% of industrial
water pollution globally comes
from the treatment and dyeing of
textiles. Many factories in devel-
oping countries release untreated
wastewater directly into rivers
and oceans. This contamination
has a devastating impact on local
ecosystems, harming aquatic life
and the communities that rely on
these water sources.

The fashion industry is a sig-
nificant contributor to global
greenhouse gas emissions. Ac-
cording to the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation, the fashion industry
produces around 10% of global
emissions — more than all in-
ternational flights and maritime
shipping combined. A significant
reason for this high level of emis-
sions is the industry’s reliance on
synthetic fibers like polyester,
derived from fossil fuels.

Moreover, the fast-paced pro-
duction cycles of fast fashion
brands lead to a throwaway cul-
ture, where consumers frequently
discard clothing after just a few
wears. The average consumer
bought 60% more clothing in
2014 than in 2000 but kept each
item for half as long. These dis-

carded clothes often end up in
landfills or incinerators, further
increasing the industry’s carbon
footprint.

Fast fashion’s emphasis on
cheap, disposable clothing results
in massive textile waste. It’s esti-
mated that 92 million tons of tex-
tile waste are generated globally
each year, much of it ending up
in landfills or being incinerated.
In landfills, synthetic fibers can
take hundreds of years to decom-
pose, while releasing methane, a
potent greenhouse gas.

Additionally, the fashion
industry relies heavily on re-
source-intensive production

A Hidden Crisis

practices. Cotton, a primary raw
material for clothing, is particu-
larly problematic. Not only does
cotton farming require massive
amounts of water, but it also in-
volves extensive pesticide use.
Conventional cotton farming ac-
counts for 16% of all insecticide
use globally, despite only using
2.5% of the world’s agricultural
land.

The production of certain fab-
rics, like rayon and viscose, con-
tributes to deforestation. These
materials are derived from wood
pulp, and their demand has led
to the destruction of ancient and
endangered forests. As forests

are cleared for fiber produc-
tion, critical ecosystems are de-
stroyed, and wildlife habitats are
lost. Additionally, deforestation
reduces the planet’s ability to
sequester carbon, exacerbating
climate change.

While the environmental im-
pacts of fast fashion are devas-
tating, the industry’s social and
ethical implications cannot be ig-
nored. Many fast fashion brands
outsource their production to
developing countries, where la-
bor is cheap, and environmental
regulations are lax or poorly en-
forced. Workers often face dan-
gerous working conditions, and
factories are frequently located
in regions where environmental
degradation is already an issue.
The race to produce cheaper
garments faster often leads to
unsustainable practices that pri-
oritize profit over the well-being
of people and the planet.

Fast fashion’s environmental
impacts are vast and multifacet-
ed, contributing to water pollu-
tion, greenhouse gas emissions,
deforestation, and waste gener-
ation. While fast fashion makes
trendy clothing accessible to con-

(Continued on page 15)

Property Features

= [alented Event & Banguet Professionals
* Large Outdoor Patio with Firepits
» Hestaurant & Bar on Main Lobby Level

WORK HARD. RELAX HARDER.

CAMBRIA

Cambria Hotel Fort Mill

- |- s my b R ¥y
chojcehotels.com/schBh

Fort Mill, SC 28708

hotels

340 Amistead Ave

803.591.8867
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Shalom Green

(Continued from page 14)

sumers, it comes at a high cost
to the environment. Addressing
this issue requires systemic
change — both from fashion
brands and consumers. Brands
must adopt more sustainable
production methods, such as
using eco-friendly materials, re-
ducing waste, and committing to
fair labor practices. Meanwhile,
consumers can help by making
more conscious fashion choic-
es, such as buying less, choosing
higher-quality items, and sup-
porting sustainable brands. In
the end, slowing down fashion’s
cycle may be key to protecting
the planet for future generations.

Please join Shalom Green on
Thursday, Nov. 6, 7-8:30 p.m.
in the Sam Lerner Center for
Cultural Arts at Shalom Park
for a screening of excerpts from
“The True Cost,” a powerful
documentary about the environ-
mental impacts of fast fashion.
Following the film screening,
we will host a fireside chat with
Candace Taylor (CT) Anderson,
founder and creative director
of the Charlotte-based circular
economy non-profit Springclean
and sustainability expert, during
which we will discuss the impor-
tance of responsible clothing
choices, and what you can do to

make a difference.

Springclean operates at the in-
tersection of arts, sustainability,
education, and workforce devel-
opment. The organization’s mis-
sion is to divert materials from
landfills and to educate and train
on the circular economy through
partnerships with schools and
community organizations. Con-
centrating on textile waste can
aid in decreasing landfill vol-
ume, fostering job creation, and
bolstering the local economy.
For more information about
Springclean, please visit www.
springclean.org.

Jewish tradition teaches the
importance of caring for the en-
vironment, for we must act as
partners in preserving creation.
If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing with or donating to Shalom
Green, visit our website at www.
shalomgreenCLT.org or email
info@shalomgreenCLT.org.
Connect with us on Facebook
at Shalom Green: Shalom Park
Environmental Initiative and on
Instagram @shalomgreen CLT.
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Religious Life

New Jewish Learning Institute Original
Course on Nurturing Relationships

By Rabbi Yossi Groner

Nurturing Relationships:
Jewish Wisdom for Building
Deeper, Richer Connections in
All Your Relationships

This six-week course is com-
ing to Charlotte on November
12-13.

“It is not good for the human
to be alone” (Genesis 2:18).

An iconic verse from the
opening chapters of the Torah
resonates deeply within us, re-
vealing a truth that transcends
time and culture. Human be-
ings, by their very nature, are
social creatures. Pain, when
borne in isolation, becomes an
unbearable weight, while the
joy of success loses its luster
without someone to celebrate
it with.

In our modern era, a wealth
of research supports this an-
cient insight, demonstrating
that robust relationships sig-
nificantly enhance our quality
of life.They contribute to im-
proved health, reduced stress,
greater happiness, and even
increased longevity. Despite
our inherent need for connec-
tion, forging and maintaining
human relationships is not al-
ways straightforward. People
can be complicated, making it
difficult to connect with them.
Especially in today’s fast-paced,
technology-driven world, our
interpersonal relationships of-
ten suffer from a lack of genuine
investment.

The Torah, with its timeless
wisdom, provides a wealth of

704-313-0023 7\

www.tiptopgaragedoors.com

Call us for fall specials and
get your garage door ready

guidance on the topic of rela-
tionships that is both profound
and practical.

This upcoming course, ‘Nur-
turing Relationships: Jewish
Wisdom for Building Deeper,
Richer Connections in All Your
Relationships,” taps this ancient
treasure alongside the findings
of contemporary psychological
research. It aims to benefit the
entire spectrum of our adult-to-
adult connection: the intimate
ties of spouses, the intricate
bonds of family, and the diverse
relationships with friends, co-
workers, and acquaintances.

This new and exciting six-
week course will be coming to
Charlotte starting November
12 at 7:30 p.m. for the evening
class and November 13 at 11
a.m. for the morning class. All
classes will be held at the Ep-
stein Chabad Center on Sardis

Road in Charlotte. There will be
Zoom availability as well, but it
is highly encouraged that you be
present for this class.

Central to this course are
essential relational skills that
form the foundation of healthy
connections. Empathy, the cor-
nerstone of meaningful interac-
tions, allows us to truly under-
stand others. Active listening
goes beyond hearing, fostering
deeper connections. Managing
disagreements with respect is
crucial for harmony. Seeing the
positive in others transforms
relationships. The art of influ-
ence is central to functioning
communication. And forgive-
ness and reconciliation are of-
ten required to heal and restore
connections.

In a world where the quality
of our relationships profound-
ly impacts our happiness and

Q
%

well-being, this course is both
timely and essential. By invest-
ing in the skills explored in this
course, we not only enhance our
personal lives but also contrib-
ute to a more connected, com-
passionate, and harmonious
society.

The Jewish Learning Insti-
tute has revolutionized Jewish
adult education and has created
a path to knowledge using an-
cient and contemporary sources
paired with modern techniques
that appeals to a wide spectrum
of people.

To register, please visit www.
myJLI.com or you can call our
office at (704) 366-3984.

The Jewish Learning Insti-
tute in Charlotte is a project of
Chabad of Charlotte.

Everyone who registers re-
ceives a colorful & user-friend-
ly textbook & online support.

Lifelong Learning for Mind,
Body, and Spirit

By Madeline White

As we transition from the
High Holidays into a new sea-
son, Temple Beth El is excited
to offer a fresh lineup of life-
long learning opportunities.
Whether you’re interested in
exploring Jewish history, gain-
ing insight into modern Jewish
issues, or seeking balance in
today’s tumultuous world, our
programs are designed to nour-
ish your mind and spirit. Led
by Rabbi Beth Nichols, Rabbi
Asher Knight, and Rabbi Lexi
Erdheim, our fall courses are an
opportunity to engage, reflect,
and grow together.

Modern Living: Maintain-
ing Balance

We all know life can feel like
a balancing act—between jug-
gling work, our family, friends,
and personal time, it can be
hard to find stability. This fall,
Temple Beth El is excited to
partner with Jewish Federation
of Greater Charlotte and Tem-
ple Israel to bring the Florence
Melton School of Adult Jewish
Learning to Shalom Park.

Beginning Nov. 7, join Rab-
bi Nichols for Modern Living:
Maintaining Balance, and ex-
plore how Jewish wisdom can
serve as a guide in navigating
these challenges. From Juda-
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ism’s ancient texts to modern
teachings, this course offers
insights for finding the calm in
our daily lives. This course will
meet once a week for six weeks.

Lunchtime Learning: Jew-
ish Priorities

Ready to dive into something
new on your lunch break? Be-
ginning Nov.15, join Rabbi Erd-
heim on the third Friday of the
month for an online discussion
of essays from David Hazony’s
”Jewish Priorities: Sixty-Five
Proposals for the Future of Our
People”. Each session will fo-
cus on one essay and offer an
opportunity to discuss a wide
range of topics, from antisemi-
tism and education to the future
of Jewish institutions.

SAGE: Shaping the Sacred
— Disruptive Forces in Jew-
ish History

Are you curious about how
pivotal moments in history have
affected Judaism as we know it
today? Join Rabbi Knight one
Wednesday a month (Decem-
ber-May) for an in-depth look
at the key moments that have re-
shaped Judaism throughout his-
tory. From ancient upheavals to
modern revolutions, this series
will offer a thought-provoking
exploration of the forces that
prompted growth, reflection,
and transformation within the
Jewish community.

We’re thrilled to offer these
enriching learning opportunities
and invite you to learn some-
thing new this fall. Visit our
website at www.templebethel.
org to learn more and register.

Ulll TEMPLE
BETH EL
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Why I Am Thankful for B-I-N-G-O

By Pauline and Orchid Childs

“I didn’t know Jack Black was
Jewish!” “Wait did they say Pu-
rim or Passover?” “Who made
this salad; it is great.” These
were a few of the comments
overheard on a beautiful Septem-
ber night outside Grace Presby-
terian Church in Fort Mill.

Temple Solel holds services
inside Grace Presbyterian.

On this beautiful night, Tem-
ple members gathered to share
a meal and participate in Jew-
ish-themed bingo and a potluck.
This was one of the quarterly
social activities held by the
Temple.

The bingo board, created by a
Temple youth member, had five
columns.

B was holidays and special
events, such as Sukkot, Purim
and Yom Kippur

I included words such as
chutzpah, schmear, schmuck

N included famous Jews

G included Jewish foods such
as latkes, blintzes and matzah
ball soup.

O included miscellaneous
words

When I got home I started to

Fall Semester

Temple Solel members gather for a potluck and to play Bingo.

go through an “after action” not-
ing what had gone well and what
hadn’t for next time. The night
wasn’t perfect. There were tech-
nical difficulties and loud planes
overhead.

But we were together and
there was so much to be thank-
ful for:

- Our Temple family — One

Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning
FOR THOSE SEEKING A MORE MEANINGFUL JEWISH LIFE.

e

Modern Lfving:
Maintaining Balance

night after services, I was talking
to my husband and child. A fel-
low congregant, who is about
my mother’s age, walked up and
said, “Is this a family meeting?”
Without missing a beat, we all
said ““Yes, so come on over.” In
two years, this group has become
an extended family to mine.

- The Temple’s inclusivity

m

Melton

I
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and welcoming attitude — My
mother is Jewish and my father’s
father was as well. Growing up,
we were a cultural mismatch.
While Judaism always made
sense to me, I struggled to find
a temple where I fit in. I lacked
any type of formal Jewish edu-
cation and always felt “less than”
at other temples I visited as an
adult. At Temple Solel, there
were several interfaith couples,
and they were accepted. No one
quizzed me. Instead, they noted
my skill level and guided me.
Members would throw Yiddish
words [ may not know into con-
versation. Or repeat words in
Hebrew when I struggled. Above
all, they were kind and it was and
is contagious.

- Tikkun olam — As a small
congregation, I am always
amazed by the amount of so-
cial action we do. We help with
community café, host a night
at Bethel Men’s shelter almos:
monthly, and make manna bags
for our less fortunate neighbors

- A beautiful partnership witk
Grace Presbyterian Church —
Although technically the Tem-
ple is a tenant which meets

m Jewish

\SZJ4 Federation
of Greater Charlotte

inside Grace’s building, we are
so much more than that. We
invited Grace members to our
Passover Seder and enjoyed the
comradery. Recently, we held an
interfaith night of service for the
youth.

- Just enough — With services
twice monthly, and some social
action or social fun in-between,
it fits with our family’s lifestyle.

- Low key — No one cares
what you wear. One 80-year-old
member frequently wears yellow
crocs! Other people get a little
more “dressed up.”

- Innovation — Jewish bin-
go....’nuf said.

Temple Solel is a small, inclu-
sive congregation in Fort Mill,
SC. For more information, visit
our website, templesolelsc.org,
email info@templesolelsc.org,
or call (803) 610-1707.

TEMPLE SOLEL

Modern Living: Maintaining Balance
taught by Rabbi Beth Nichols
Thursday 10-11:30 AM
November 7, 14, 21
December 5, 12, 19

Modern Living: Maintaining Balance —
Finding balance is a constant challenge in
modern life. From managing jobs and family
commitments to engaging in our
communities and carving out time for
self-care, it can feel overwhelming. Did you
know that Jewish wisdom, from classical
teachings to modern texts, provides
valuable guidance for navigating these
pressures? This six-week course delves into
Jewish perspectives on achieving balance
amidst the demands of daily life.

Tuition for each course is $179, but thanks
to a generous grant by Jewish Federation
of Greater Charlotte, this class, along with
a printed book, is offered at a
reduced rate of $99. Please use
the following discount code
CJCC99 before you register for
the class.

TEMPLE \\

BETHEL  temple israel
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Temple Israel’s
6th Annual Fundraiser

7%6%%%%&46

Save the Date!

December 15th, 2024

Join us for an uplifting evening of philanthropy! Enjoy a selection of
heavy hors d’oeuvres and meaningtul performances by Cantor Shira
Lissek and special guest, Israeli Cantor Magda Fishman. Don’t missour
exciting paddle raise, where your generosity will make a lasting impact!

In recognition of their lifetime dedication to Temple Israel, we are
honored to present Lynne and Morey Shefter with the Shofar Award.

Scan to Register & for Sponsorship Opportunities!
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I\ Jewish .
w Federation
of Greater Charbtte

MAJOR DONORS who contribute a combined minimum gift of $10,000

as of 09-12-2024

Thank you for your generous support of our greater Charlotte Jewish community. This year’s success would not
have been possible without the help of over 1,500 donors, especially the major donors listed below, who came
together to empower our Federation in strengthening our Jewish community, fighting antisemitism, funding vital
initiatives, and supporting over 70 beneficiary agencies in the greater Charlotte area andinIsrael.

Bernard and Teri Ackerman
Anonymous
John and Gail Baron
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Milton and Arlene Berkman
Phil Berman
Donald and Barbara Bernstein
Samuel and Nancy Bernstein
Blumenthal Foundation
Alan, Philip and Samuel Blumenthal
Lee Blumenthal
Ben and Heather Braun
Lawrence and Tracy Brown
Jeff Cohen and Judy Seldin-Cohen
Mark and Paige Cohen
Steven and Olivia Cohen
Jeffrey and Dana Ditesheim
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
David and Aleen Epstein
Barbara Goodman
Jeff and Bari Gorelick
Rael and Gabrielle Gorelick
Scott and Dana Gorelick
Todd and Stacy Gorelick
Stanley Greenspon
Neil and Sharyn Handelsman
Robert and Nancy Kipnis
Jaime and Elise Kosofsky
Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein

Jonathan and Sara Kulbersh

Chelsea Lawson

Eric and Susan Lerner

Gary and Donna Lerner

Harry and Gloria Lerner

Mark and Alison Lerner

Jerome and Barbara Levin

Ross and Jennifer Levin

Aviand Meghan Levine

Daniel and Leigh Levine

Helene Levine

Howard Levine and Julie Lerner Levine

Hal and Holly Levinson

Peter Levinson and Lisa Dale

Adam and Kimberly Levy

Luski & Associates
The Luski Family

Gary and Jodi Michel

David and Risa Miller

Herb Morse and Ellen Joy Fields

Edwin and Jill ©fblessedmemoryy Newman

Richard Osborne

Patty & Bill Gorelick Family Foundation
Bill Gorelick

Stephen and Laura Philipson

Larry and Dale Polsky

David and Karen Ransenberg

Steven and Melissa Raphael

Mark Roth

Bernard and Susan Sandler

Melvin Segal

Linda Seigel

David and Julie Sheffer

Morris and Lynne Sheffer

Milton and Karen Silver

Marc and Mattye Silverman

Eric and Lori Sklut

Ira and Stacey Slomka

Jason and Karen Spiegler

Elizabeth Hope Star

Gary and Stephanie Starr

The Alvin Levine Family

The David and NicoleTepper Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

The Glenn and Stacey Eisenberg Family
Foundation

The Leon Levine Foundation
Leon (ofblessedmemory) and Sandra Levine

The Swimmer Family

Michael and Judie Van Glish

Mark and Amy Vitner

Kim (of blessed memory) and Sue Worrel

Samuel and Emily Zimmern

William and Angie Zimmern

Zulman Family

Rosemary Zulman
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LEGACY DONORS

Alegacy gift is a demonstration of your belief in the continuity of Jewish life for generations to
come. By leaving financial resources to Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte, the Jewish causes
you care deeply about can ensure future generations have an opportunity o embrace our heritage.

Anonymous

Robert and Ann Abel

Ben and Susan Aizenman

Stanley and Judy August

Amy Augustine

Craig and Jill Balick

John and Gail Baron

Sanford and Lois Benjamin

Milton and Arlene Berkman

Brian and Glenda Bernhardt

Andrew Bernstein

Donald and Barbara K. Bernstein

Elka Bernstein

Samuel and Nancy Bernstein

Martin Birnbaum

Peter Blair

Barry Blau

Lisa Blau

Alan and Lee Blumenthal

Jill Blumenthal

Philip Blumenthal

Michael and Lenora Borchardt

David and Bonnie Bornstein

Justin Bregman and Diana
Warth Bregman

Larry and Tracy Brown

Richard (ofblessed memory) and
Suly Chenkin

Steven and Olivia Cohen

Wendy W. Cohen (of blessed memory)

George and Andrea Cronson

Gary (of blessed memory) and
Arlene Davis

Michael and Jill Dinerman

Paul and Lynn Edelstein

ANOTE TO OUR DONORS:
You deserve to be properly and accurately recognized. If you find an error in your listing, please contact our office at 704.944.6757.

David and Aleen Epstein
Barry and Mary Ellen Ezarsky
Charles and Caren Gale
David and Stephanie Gitlin
Milton and Arlene Goldstein
Leon and Jennifer Golynsky
Barbara Goodman

Michelle Goodman

Bill and Patty (of blessed memory) Gorelick

Marcelle Gorelick
Todd and Stacy Gorelick
Danny and
Fay Green (both of blessed memory)
Keith Greenspon
Stanley Greenspon
Josh and Jodi Greenwald
Bonnie Hart
Stephanie Haynes
Joel Horwich
Andy and Christy Horwitz
Jacob and Elizabeth House
Jonathan Howard
Donald and Susan Jacobs
Robert and Leola (ofblessed memory)
Jacobson
Florence Jaffa
Andrew and Dana Kapustin
Robert and Nancy Kipnis
Richard and Paula Klein
Barry and Lorrie Klemons
Jaime and Elise Kosofsky
Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein
Jonathan and Sara Kulbersh
Marcia Lampert
Eric and Susan Lerner

Gary and Donna Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Mark and Alison Lerner
Jerry and Barbara Levin
Ross C. Levin
Julie Lerner Levine
Leon (of blessed memory) and Sandra
Levine
Ellis Levinson (of blessed memory)
Hal and Holly Levinson
Samuel and Linda Levy
Lisa Strause Levinson
Marc and Laura Lewin
Sue Littauer
Josh and Adina Loewensteiner
Abraham and
Rose Luski (both of blessed memory)
Audrey Madans (of blessed memory)
Scott and Pam Menaker
Laura Milgrim
David and Risa Miller
Edwin and Jill (ofblessed memory)
Newman
Richard J. Osborne
Allan and Marcelle Oxman
Lee and Wendy Pake
Floyd and Brenda Patten
Larry and Dale Polsky
Steven and Melissa Raphael
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Anita “Neet” Rounds
Bernard and Susan Sandler
Marvin and Elaine Schefflin
Michael (ofblessed memory) and
Sara Schreibman

Larry Schwartz

Melvin Segal

Linda Seigel

Amy Seitlin

Robert and Stacey Selkin

Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine

Michael and Anne Sinsheimer

Eric and Lori Sklut

Ira and Stacey Slomka

Steve and Emily Snyder

Elizabeth Hope Star

Gary and Stephanie Starr

Robert and Maxine Stein

Joseph (of blessed memory) and
Renee Steiner

Ken and Marcia Stern

Stephanie Townsend

Jeffrey and Karen Turk

Ross and Amy Udoff

David and Debra Van Glish

Michael and Judie Van Glish

Liz Wahls

Mark Weintraub

Kim (of blessed memory) and Sue Worrel

Robert (ofblessed memory) and
Anne Yudell

Joe and Marisa Zeibert

Samuel and Emily Zimmern

William and Angie Zimmern

Mildred Zuckerman (of blessed memory)
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MEN’S ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

as of 09-12-2024

Int’l Leadership Reunion Joshua Society
$250,000 and Above $10,000 - $24,999
The Leon Levine Foundation Richard Osborne 24,100
Leon Levine (of blessed memory) 500,000 HalLevinson 15,100
The Howard R. Levine Foundation Paul Edelstein 15,000
Howard Levine 475,000 Stanley Greenspon 15,000
Eric Sklut 270,100 Harry Lerner 15,000
Jerome Levin 15,000
Prime Minister’s Cabinet Larry Polsky 15,000
$100,000 - $249,999 Marc Silverman 15,000
Blumenthal Foundation 220,000 Jeff Gorelick 13,018
Alan, Philip and Samuel Blumenthal Jonathan Kulbersh 12,500
Patty & Bill Gorelick Foundation Donald Bernstein 1,000
Bill Gorelick 125,000 Samvuel Zimmern 1,000
David Epstein 10,072
King David Society Philip Berman 10,000
$25,000 - $99,999 Scott Gorelick 10,000
Luski & Associates 50,000 AlanKronovet 10,000
Todd Gorelick 40,000 MarkRoth 10,000
Herb Morse 25,000 Bernard Sandler 10,000
Melvin Segal 10,000
Theodore Herzl Society Menachem Begin Society Leon Rutman Mark Merkovitz Robert Friedman
$5,000 - $9,999 $1,000 -$1,799 Rubin Salant Eliot Mizrachi Keith Gersin
John Baron Anonymous (of blessed memory) Chad Moreland Mark Glaser
Michael Baumstein Craig Balick Chad Schaeffer David Neisler Sam Goldberg
Sanford Berlin Gavriel Ben David Michael Scharf Gregory O’Connor Ira Goodman
Samuel Bernstein Larry Fleishman Howard Schwartz Randy Ordan Jason Goss
Irving Bienstock Jeffrey Goldsmith Allen Sherman Andy Osborne Jack Grantham
Michael Borchardt Keith Greenspon Arnold Snitz Joseph Pearlman Happy Feet C. C.
Lawrence Brown David Lefkowitz Gary Stern Mark Perlin Mark Hurwitz
Jeffrey Ditesheim Ellis Levinson (of blessed memory) James Walton David Perlman Phillip Johnson
Richard Gross Moses Luski Peter Zakow Stefan Pienkny Douglas Jones
Neil Handelsman Daniel Mathless Marc Plotkin Meir Jones
Jonathan Howard Albert Nalibotsky Shomrim (Guardians) George Popper Sherman Kahn
David Jacobson Lee Pake $100 - $364 Douglas Rae Landon Kanner
Robert Kipnis Andrew Plepler Robert Allensworth Jonathan Raz David Kaplan
David Kossove lan Reifkind Anonymous Seymour Reich Harvey Katowitz
Mark Lerner Ryan Rubin Harold Bankirer Brent Rosen Steven Kosowitz
Avi Levine Maury Seldin (of blessed memory) Jacob Baumstein Jack Rosen Mel Labovitz
Peter Levinson Arthur Solomon Sam Baumstein Jeffery Rosenbaum Mark Levine
Edwin Newman Selwyn Spangenthal Daniel Benjamin Robert Rothkopf Michael Lieberman
Floyd Patten Ernest Spevak Glenn Blanco David Rousso Ross Mandell
David Ransenberg Donald Strauss Edward Bograd Dustin Schneider Bill Marx
Morris Sheffer Howard Widis Jerry Cooper Keith Schwebel Israel Miller
Ira Slomka Robert Widis Harvey Corzin James Shearer Ron Miller
Jason Spiegler Joseph Zucker Ira Davis Herb Silver Scott Moskowitz
Munroe L. Spivock Rev Trust Jozef DeEskinazi Marcus Spiegel Will Moskowitz
Mark Vitner Bonim (Builders) Michael Eisner Daniel Sucherman David Nachamie
$365 - $999 Adrian Elfersy Andrew Tangalos Joshua Peltz
Patriarchs Anonymous Jeremy Engel Marc Tannenbaum Chris Polizzi
$3,600 - $4,999 Adam Bernstein Michael Ferry Temple Beth El Brotherhood Andrew Rand
David Greenman Barry Blau Joe Freiberg Thomas Volz Abhishek Rauniyar
Herb Greenman James Bryan William Futtersak Charles Wallach Jason Resch
David S. Miller Eric Cohen Gregory Garrison Ron Winski JF Rice
Steven Raphael Stuart Cojac Marc Gentile Stephen Wise Martin Ricks
Robert Comen Yuri Godin Steven Yaffe Joel Rosenberg
Yitzhak Rabin Society William Elman Dana Goldfarb Brian Yesowitch Joseph Sefchovich
$1,800 - $3,599 Larry Farber Marty Goldfarb Benjamin Zlatin Caleb Seidler
Robert Abel Barak Francis Marc Goldman Kevin Zobel Barry Sherbal
Anonymous Ken Garfield Barry Gordon Samuel Shomstein
Stanley August Elliot Gartner Ron Gordon Chaverim (Friends) Michael Shrago
Andrew Bernstein Douglas Gentile Drew Green $1-$99 Myron Slutsky
Eliot Brown Jonathan Goldberg William Grifenhagen Benjamin Abraham Kirk Smith
Frederick Dumas Noah Goldman Philip Guller Marko Alkan David Sperber
Charles Gale Mark Goldsmith Thomas Hansen Jack Allweil Daniel Stanton
Brett Goodman Douglas Greene Randall Hitt Anonymous Edward Sucherman
Maxwell Greenman Andy Griesinger Todd Jacobson David Asofsky George Tilley
Fred Kraus Joel Horwich Bruce Kantor Joshua Berg Fred Valfer
Neal Kronovet Paul Jacobs Steven Kaplan Jason Black Trevor Van Ginkel
Norman Levin Robert Jacobson Austin Karp James Boon Marcos Villanu
Ross C Levin Steven Jensen Richard Klein Noah Brown Peter Wallens
Samuel Levy Justin Kaplan Mark Lessne Gilbert Browne Michael Weinberg
Harold Rousso Eugene Kavadlo David Levine Rick Buss Robert Weiss
Bruce Seaton David Krefetz Marvin Levine Howard Clark Tobert Weiss
Marvin Shapiro Jakob Kurakin Phil Levine Stephen Copulsky Zack Wise
Gary Silverstein Phil Levine Eric Levinson John Dillon William Worsley
Ben Sutker Andrew “Lucky” Levinson Gary Levinson Jeffrey Eggert
Neal Taub Rick Lipson Gary Lieberman Greg Endy
Robert Valenstein Gerald Miller Daniel Lozovatsky Alex Feterovskiy
David Van Glish Howard Olshansky Jeffrey Lyons Greg Fishman
Michael Van Glish Michael Raffler Allan Margolis Willie Fleming
Kim Worrel (of blessed memory) Stanley Rose Steven Matt Adam Flitton
Richard Zander Richard Roskind Charles Mays

ANOTE TO OUR DONORS:
You deserve to be properly and accurately recognized. If you find an error in your listing, please contact our office at 704.944.6757.
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WOMEN’S ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

as of 09-12-2024

$250,000 and Above Emerald Lion of Judah Ruby Lion of Judah
The Leon Levine Foundation $25,000 - $35,999 $10,000 - $17,999
Sandra Levine 500,000 Lee Blumenthal 30,000 Arlene Berkman 15,000 Gail Baron 10,036

Chelsea Lawson 25,000 Holly Levinson 15,000 Barbara Bernstein 10,000

Prime Minister’s Council Dale Polsky 15,000 Barbara Goodman 10,000

$100,000 - $249,999 Sapphire Lion of Judah Linda Seigel 15,000 Alison Lerner 10,000

Lori Sklut 230,000 $18,000 - $24,999 Bari Gorelick 13,000 Helene Levine 10,000
Sharyn Handelsman 20,000 Sara Kulbersh 12,500 Elizabeth Hope Star 10,000

Double Chai Lion of Judah Sue Worrel 18,000 Meredith Baumstein 12,000 Judie Van Glish 10,000

$36,000 - $49,999 Mattye Silverman 12,000 Rosemary Zulman 10,000

Julie Lerner Levine 44,072 Emily Zimmern 11,000

Stacy Gorelick 40,000

Lion of Judah Lisa Blau Rebecca Bamford

$5,000 - $9,999
Teri Ackerman
Anonymous
Judy August
Haley Ben David
Cary Bernstein
Nancy Bernstein
Bleema Bershad
Tracy Brown
Lisa Dale
Arlene Davis
Amy Dawson
Dana Ditesheim
Lynn Edelstein
Aleen Epstein
Julie Fisher
Nicki Fisher
Reed Friend
Blair Goldsmith
Toby Gordon
Dana Gorelick
Marcelle Gorelick
Jill Halverstam
Bonnie Hart
Stephanie Haynes
Florence Jaffa
Nancy Kipnis
Elise Kosofsky
Gloria Lerner
Michelle Levi
Barbara Levin
Jennifer Levin
Jayme Levine
Meghan Levine
Lisa Strause Levinson
Jodi Michel
Laura Milgrim
Lindsay Muns
Janice Nalibotsky
Jill Newman (ofblessed
memory)
Laura Philipson
Judy Raghavan
Karen Ransenberg
Melissa Raphael
Rachel Reifkind
Heidi Rotberg
Anita “Neet” Rounds
Sandie Rousso
Susan Sandler
Stacey Selkin
Anita Shapiro
Lynne Sheffer
Marcia Simon
Stacey Slomka
Karen Spiegler
Lisa Sutker
Debra Van Glish
Amy Vitner
Bonnie Wilson
Berry Zander

Pomegranate
Society

$1,800 - $4,999
Debbie Agisim
Ashley Almon
Billie Anderson
Marissa Bailey
Jill Balick

Jill Blumenthal
Melanie Brown
Suly Chenkin
Paige Cohen

Ruth Cronson
Kara Culp

Lisa Davidson

Jill Dinerman
Marcella Dumas
Rachel Friedman
Caren Gale
Lindsay Garfinkel
Diane Goldman
Linda Goldsmith
Beverly Grey

Sari Kaplan

Joan Kirschner
Rachel Korczynski
Marilyn Kraus
Sharon Kugelmass
Ellie Kunkes
Alyssa Levine
Madison Levine
Linda Levy

Sue Littauver
Frances Luski
Pearl Mann

Amy Novick
Cheri Martin

Elise Menaker
Judy Miller

Judith Morganstein
Judi Neidenberg
Elyse Nevid
Jamie Oppenheim
Judith Opper
Gale Osborne
Wendy Pake
Dana Palmer
Brenda Patten
Cyndee Patterson
Lisa Pharr
Debbie Porter
Lyba Rousso
Nikki Sacks

Rabbi Judy Schindler
Rhoda Sherman
Eva Stark
Stephanie Starr
Lorin Stiefel
Berta Straz
Shana Suris
Bonnie Tangalos
Amy Udoff

Ellie Valenstein
Lisa Vogel

Janice Weiner
Cathleen Weinrib
Patti Zakow

Pearl Society
$180 - $1,799
Alison Abbott
Ann Abel
Cheryl Alley
Leigh Altman
Amy Andrews
Bette Andrews
Anonymous
Annette Arbel

ANOTE TO OUR DONORS:
You deserve to be properly and accurately recognized. If you find an error in your listing, please contact our office at 704.944.6757.

Terri Beattie
Laura Bernstein
Marilyn Bernstein
Sherry Blenner
Julie Bradlow
Bernice Bramson
Teresa Brenner
Stacy Brink
Karen Brodsky
Marissa Brooks
Janice Brown
Susan Bruck

Beth Burpee
Eliza Carney
Rochelle Carney
Lynne Cojac

Lisa Dasteel
Laurie Davis
Rachel Diamond
Karen Dimentstein
Erica Ellenbogen
Amy Fine

Robin Finkelstein
Shira Firestone
Lyn Fox

Shirley Frank
Denae Frederick
Beth Fronzaglia
Karen Garfein
Jena Gartner
Peggy Gartner
Edie Gelber-Beechler
Paula Gentile
Resa Goldberg
Ruth Goldberg
Tamar Goldblatt
Leslie Goldfarb
Talia Goldman
Rebecca Green
Susan Greenman
Roslyn Greenspon
Annette Gross
Barbara Guller
Susan Gunsher
Amy Hammer
Elizabeth Hogan
Emily Hoody-Russell
Vicki Hopkins
Roslyn Husney
Andrea Kaplan
Marisa Kaplan
Annie Keith

Liz Khodak

Paula Klein
Jennifer Koss
Gail Kronovet
Jamie Krusch
Marcia Lampert
Barbara Langbert
Ann Langman
Robin Leavitt
Edith Lebet

Amy Lefkof
Janet Lefkowitz
Rachel Leibold
Randee Lerner
Janet Levy

Inta Lidz

Adina Loewensteiner
Greta Lovenheim

WOMENS

PHILANTHROPY L

Leading
Community

and Inspiring
Change

Heather Macaulay
Bethany Mann
Jane Marcus
Jennifer Marquez
Morgan Martyn
Elina Mazo
Lisa McGinley
Mary McGinnis
Tamera Menaker
Charlotte Miller
Marnie Moskowitz
Liz Naman
Rabbi Elizabeth Nichols
Judith Norman
Katherine Paul
Shelley Pawlyk
Cynthia Perrino
Tara Price
Mona Radiloff

(of blessed memory)
Andrea Rae
Dena Raffler
Barbara Rein
Elizabeth Ren
Beth Richek
Julie Rizzo
Rina Roginsky
Nancy Romanoff
Jan Rose
Renata Rosenberg
Marisa Rosenfeld
Rebekah Rubenstein
Ellen Ruff
Michelle Rusgo
Megan Sadler
Gabriella Samuel
Gretchen Scavo
Rachel Schenker
Andrea Schewitz
Sara Schreibman
Charna Seide
Tammy Seigel
Francie Serbin
Nicole Sidman
Ana Silverstein

Madelyn Slaten
Heather Smith
Marcia Solomon
Cheryl Spangenthal
Sharon Spector
Renee Steiner
Andrea Stevenson
Carolyn Stone
Marni Strumwasser
Renee Nolan

Ellen Szego

Helen Sztarkman
Julie Tache

Elyse Thakur

Haley Timperio
Patty Torcellini

Lori Tritel

Cindy Varga-Menachem
Lauren Walter
Linda Weinstein
Rachel Welber
Joan Wieder

Lori Wojnowich
Anne Yudell

Nancy Yudell

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $179

Joan Alexander
Anonymous

Susan Blumberg
Roberta Bograd
Bonnie Bonomo
Sharon Boyd

Kim Brawley
Patricia Burnham
Catherine Castro
Danielle Chanland
Emily Chatham
Cleo Current
Barbara Dworsky
Rachel Feldman
Debra Ferry

Sally Phillips
Francine Friedman
Margo Furst

Sue Gellerman
Jennifer Gendzel
Lynne Goldsmith
Nadine Gordon
Devorah Weiss Gorkin
Gloria Grifenhagen
Anna Gunsher
Linda Guttler
Maxine Hargus
Marlene Hendler
Barbara Herman
Jeanne Huber
Rose Ellen Jacobsohn
Gloria Johnson
Louise Kantor
Marissa Karp
Sharon Katz
Sondra Katzenstein
Judy Kaufmann
Millicent Kaufman
Alice Kavadlo
DanaKlein

Lisa Konstandt
Judy LaPietra
AliLevin

Faylinda Lindner
Nancy Majcher
Lucinda Maples
Claire Meirowitz
Esther Merrick
Adele Miller
Eleanor Miller
Janis Nathansohn
Kathryn Ochs
Harriet Perlin
OriRaz
Stephanie Rivers
Livia Robicsek
Nina Rose

Mary Rothkopf
Carol Rubin

Linda Safir
Dianne Salam
Helene Schilian
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Kathleen Sciacca
Helena Scott
Jodi Seader
Heather Shapiro
Robin Spivock
Maddy Stein
Kara Tanenbaum
Cynthia Titlebaum
Natalie Tunney
Melissa Van Glish
Rise Villanueva
Simcha Ward
Margaret Wilkoff
Sharon Wilson
Connie Wind

Chaverim (Friends)
$1- $99

Jane Abel

Elaine Alexander
Caren Allman
Debbie Anderson
Anonymous
Trinette Atri

Leah Barry
Elinor Beerman
Silvia Begun
Elizabeth Berkowitz
Kate Bernard
Jenna Bernstein
Karen Bernstein
Sara Bernstein
Amy Bohl

Shira Bordoloi
Vicki Boughton
Kelley Brackett
Dianne Brandt
Cathy Breitman
Maureen Brodie

FAMILY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Lisa Brodwin
Gail Brooks-Lemkin
Joan Brown
Mary Campbell
Terri Campbell
Molly Carmel
Beth Carpenter
Sarah Smilowitz Carroll
Julie Cassell
Laura Champury
Sandy Chipman
Stephanie Considine
Muri Corzin
Virginia Crigger
Kathleen Cunningham
Shauna Daly
June Davies
Helen Denny
Joni Deutsch
Megan Diamond
Diane Emery
Rabbi Alexis Erdheim
Robin Fine
Sandy Fischer
Alexis Fish
Joanna Forester
Donna Foster
Marlo Fox
Regina Frances
Anita Frankovich
Iris Friedlander

(of blessed memory)
Alissa Friedman
Fran Friedman
Valerie Friedman
Stephanie Garner
Beverly Garrett
Carole Gelfand
Rachel Gold

Laura Goldberg
Jessica Goldfarb
Karen Goldsmith
Margi Goldstein
Margaret Goodman
Susan Goozh
Sandra Greenblatt
Carol Greenwald
Nicole Gross
Dorothea Gyorody
Emily Halloran
Esther Hausman
Annette Haynes
Megan Hendler
Lorrie Henry
Danilo Hirschler
Dorothy Hoffman
Dena Hurst

Lita Katz

Terri Katz
Amanda Keeley
Amanda Kelley
Lauren Kestner
Paula Kipperman
Betsy Klein

Ellen Klein

Susan Marx

Leah Kosinovsky
Zarina Kosinovsky
Karen Labovitz
Cheryl Lazarus
Marcia Lebold
Marilyn Leonard
Linda Leviel

llana Levy

Helen Lipman

Ina Lubin

Lori Lucente
Danielle Maddox

Irit Magnes

Karen Marsh

Ellen Martin

Shari Martin
Mindy Marvel
Beverly Maurice
Linda McLendon
Jenny Meiselman
Elaine Millen
Rhoda Miller
Alyssa Mills

Jean Moats

Laura Moore
Irene Morganstern
Harper Moskowitz
Frada Mozenter
Gail Murchison
Marilyn Needle
GerriNolan

Patti Norcom
Tamara Norman
Elaine Papadimitriou
Heather Pascal
Ann Pate

Jennifer Payton
Sari Pelkey
Jacqueline Pikulin
Gabby Raczynski
Shelli Rafkin

Amy Raz
Geanene Rejtig
Carol Ritter

Jane Rogelberg
Joyce Salomon
Rosaura Saltzman
Samantha Saltzman
Suzy Savod
Jennifer Sawyer
Terry Schirok

as of 09-12-2024

women's
PHILANTHROPY

Frieda Schwartz
Joanie Schwartz
Nonna Shakhnovich
Joana Shane

Sue Sherr-Seitz
Carla Sherry
Anat Shifroni
Anatasia Shirman
Rozanne Sklar
Francine Smith
Kathryn Smith
Carol Solomon
Kristen Sorrentino
Mallory Stacey
Pia Stadiem

Ruth Stanton

Julie Stanwick
Olivia Steinman

Christi Stephenson
Vivian Sternweiler
Linda Tanenbaum
Norma Avalos Taylor
Lori Trapani
Andrea Turry
Alexandra Volk
Leandra Walker
Jordana Weiner
Vicki Weller
Andrea Wise

Nora Wolf

Rita Wolfsohn
Geraldine Wolk
Kathleen Wood
Laura Zagoria
Sandy Zeskind
Laura Zhiss

Prime Minister’s Council Joshua Society Ben and Heather Braun 10,000
$100,000 - $249,999 $10,000 - $24,999 Rael and Gabrielle Gorelick 10,000
The David and Nicole Tepper Milton and Karen Silver 20,000 Jaime and Elise Kosofsky 10,000
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 100,000 David and Julie Sheffer 20,000  GaryandDonna Lerner 10,000

The Glenn and Stacey Adam and Kimberly Levy 10,000
King David Society Eisenberg Family Foundation 20,000 Stephen and Laura Philipson 10,000
$25,000 - $99,999 Jeff Cohen and Judy Seldin-Cohen 18,000  The Swimmer Family 10,000
David and Risa Miller 80,000 Daniel and Leigh Levine 18,000
Zulman Family 55,000 Milton and Arlene Berkman 15,000
The Alvin Levine Family 36,000 Steven and Olivia Cohen 12,000
Anonymous 25,000 Eric and Susan Lerner 12,000
Gary and Jodi Michel 25,000 William and Angie Zimmern 1,213
Theodore Herzl Society Abraham and Sarah Society David and Suzy Catenazzo Miles and Debbie Levine
$5,000 - $9,999 $3,600 - $4,999 David and Alison Cohen Dan and Stacy Levinson
Bernard and Teri Ackerman Jonathan and Tess Berger Joel and Paulette Cohen Jack and Alison Levinson
Anonymous Saul and Martha Brenner Bradley and Rachel Couchenour Leonard and Judy Marco
Kirsten Baldwin and Justin Steinschriber  Robert and Elizabeth Davis George and Andrea Cronson Eugene and Amy Marx
Mark and Paige Cohen Zach and Pili Gerger Brandon and Kara Culp Scott and Pam Menaker
David and Cindy Crane Michael and Beverly Grey Seth and Carrie Feit Adrian and Andrea Mesoznik
Lewis and Janice Fisher William and Marcie Kelso Herb Fellman and Laura Sinai Tzvi and Lauren Nussbaum
Colby and Channa Foster Dov and Keren Klarberg Scott and Sarah Fligel Allan and Marcelle Oxman
Kenneth and Tammy Golder Eric and Judy Laxer Stuart and Ellen Fligel Adam and Wendy Petricoff
Slade Goldstein and Stacey Simms Joshua and Elissa Levine Dana and Leslie Goldfarb Stephen and Penni Powell

Goldstein Zeev Neuwirth and Lisa Davidson Scott and Rebecca Goodman Qualcomm

Robert and Nanci Granow
Josh and Jodi Greenwald
Michael and Wendy Hennes
Neil and Susan Hennes
Stuart and Carolyn Hennes
Brian and Raizel Kahn

Stuart and Shari Goldstein
Matthew Gromet and Phyllis Schultz
David and Jan House

Jacob and Elizabeth House

Andrew and Dana Kapustin

Steven and Polly Menaker

Baer and Lynn Rambach
Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Mark and Helene Rosen
Edwin and Leslie Rusgo
Harold and Patricia Shapiro
Jon and Stephanie Simon

Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Michael and Anne Sinsheimer
Kenneth and Marcia Stern
Ronald and Renee Townsend

Yitzhak Rabin Society

Jared and Diane Schwartz $1,800 - $3,599 Craig and Cindy Katzman Paul and Marcia Simon

Shelton Gorelick Family Foundation Scott Abrams and Shari Baum Justin and Randi Lan Harrison and Rabbi Rachel Smookler
Inmemory of Shelfon and Carol Gorelick Aaron and Liza Alexander Bruce LaRowe and Anita Marc and Shari Sokolowicz

Gary and Stephanie Starr Samuel and Rubina Batt Strauss-LaRowe Adam and Robin Taback

Robert and Maxine Stein Douglas and Tara Benson Arthur and Julie Lavitt

Ronald and Janice Weiner Jeffrey and Lee Bierer Ross and Jennifer Levin

Stuart and Erin Wernikoff Jonathan and June Levine

Jonathan and Anne Brackis

ANOTE TO OUR DONORS:
You deserve to be properly and accurately recognized. If you find an error in your listing, please contact our office at 704.944.6757.
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Steven Teich and Esther Chipps
Marc and Kim Wojnowich

Kyle Worrel and Nathalie Peter
Reid and Alex Worrel

Jeff and Amanda Zaidman

Menachem Begin Society
$1,000 - $1,799
Eric and Lauren Althofer
Anonymous
Benjamin and Tiz Benson
Justin and Rachel Brown
Daniel and Nancy Coblenz
Stuart and Jodi Cohen
Ivan and Roz Cooper
Irving and Dedee Cygler
Michael and Elaine Denenberg
Joal Fischer and Deborah Langsam
Peter and Dorlisa Flur
Brett and Sara Frankenberg
Mark and Debbie Freedman
Jonathan and Rachel Friedman
Roger and Kelly Gaines
Steven and Darcy Garfinkel
Rick Glaser and Ellen Reich
Shelton and Ellen Goldstein
Leon and Jennifer Golynsky
John and Mara Gose
Barry and Karen Greenblatt
Adam and Nicky Greene
Frederick and Donna Greene
Burton and Donna Greenspon
Michael Grunwald and Elizabeth Ren
Wheeler and Lisa Jervis
Jeffrey and Shauna Kadis
Joseph and Marguerite Keller
Rabbi Asher Knight and

Rabbi Ana Bonnheim
David and Jamie Krusch
David and Jane Kulbersh
Harrison and Annie Lord
Albert and Inna Manoim
Matt and Summer Minchew
Matthew Moore and

Cantor Mary Thomas
Scott and Lindsay Muns
Jeremy and Elizabeth Naman
Matthew Nichols and Katrina

Burton-Nichols
Paul and Gwen Orland
Lee and Diggie Pesakoff
Mark and Jackie Pincus
Dave and Laura Press
lan and Rachel Reifkind
Jeff and Beth Richek
Carlos Rish and Nayla Bitar
Cantor Elias and Linda Roochvarg
Jere and Mary Rosenberg
Arthur and Terri Roth
Robert and Michelle Saltzmann
Kenneth and Jane Schorr
Lawrence and Stephanie Seitlin
Richard and Debbie Silton
Jason and Jamie Tanenbaum
Marc and Cheri Titlebaum
Evan and Brenda Turtz
Michael and Elizabeth Waller
Phil and Beth Warshauer
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky
Charles and Karen Wolff
Scott and Cindy Woller
Michael and Nancy Yaffe

Bonim (Builders)

$365 - $999

Anthony and Brooke Amo

Anonymous

Alan and Madeline Aron

David and Pam Belinkie

Seth Bernanke and Ellen Goldberg

Marc and Jana Birenbaum

Justin Bregman and Diana Warth
Bregman

David and Rachel Campbell

Matthew and Amy Choffin

Andrew and Tamara Cohen

ANOTE TO OUR DONORS:
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Ron and Jessica Cohen
Charles and Terri Collin
Jonathan and Jennifer Collman
Matthew and Jessica Daitch
Robert and Stacy Doline
Andrew and Dana Dombrowski
Jason and Rebecca Dranove
Robert and Christine Ecker
Ronald and Petra Emerman
Michael and Lauren Fermaglich
Danny and Fayne Fischer
Mark Franklin and Barbara
Swaiman
Steven and Lisa Friedman
Stephen and Lisa Garfinkle
Howard and Merridith Glazer
Richard and Lynne Goldsmith
Matthew Goldstein and
Barrie Morganstein
Grainda Builders, Inc.
Rabbi Mordechai and Chaya Groner
Rabbi Yoseph and Mariashi Groner
Ari and Laura Hausman
Steven and Sandy Hoagland
Steven and Sharon Hockfield
Gary Kaplan and Laura Miles-Kaplan
Gidon and Hadas Kasher
Peter and Erica Katz
Eric and Susan Kent
Michael and Rikki Kinitsky
Robert and Moira Klein
Harvey and Barbara Klipper
Elisha and Rabbi Tracy Klirs
Michael and Jennifer Koss
Zack and Shelley Levine
Marc and Laura Lewin
Joshua and Adina Loewensteiner
Mark and Roberta Malton
Gary and Karen Maniloff
Gabriel and Stephanie Mathless
Samuel and Rebecca Michalove
Fred and Joy Miller
Darren and Staci Mond
Jered and Elizabeth Mond
Seth and Irene Morganstern
Gregory and Margaret Musa
Alec and Jo Ann Natt
Jesse and Jamie Oppenheim
Harry and Deborah Palefsky
Jonathan Polsky and Joanna
Lindenbaum
Gedahlia and Leah Portnoy
Aaron and Hilary Prosnitz
Paul and Claire Putterman
Alan and Jan Raznick
Scott Reider and Matti
Ordan-Reider
Mitch and Tonda Rifkin
Dennis and Gina Robins
Rick and Tina Rogovin
Eliot and Shirley Rosen
Howard Ross and Paula Cagan
David Rudolf and Sonya Pfeifer
Donald and Frances Russ
Neil and Susan Schreiber
Jeffrey and Janette Schwartz
Tyson and Susan Schwartz
Warren and Mary Sepkowitz
Daniel and Debra Shane
Philip and Lauren Stark
Michael and Robin Stier
Michelle and Phil Stilwell
Robert and Joyce Stoll
David and Marisa Thalberg
Russell and Alyson Traw
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Richard and Marci Willenzik
Chris and Marcie Williams
Mark and Wendy Wine
Rabbi Michael and Heidi Wolk
Steven and Janice Zacks

Shomrim (Guardians)
$100 - $364

Brian and Mattie Ablitz
Joshua and Tracey Adams

Jef and Sarah Adin

Benjamin and Susan Aizenman
Michael and Marcia Arnholt
Anonymous

Gerald and Minna Aronoff
Tamir and Patricia Avraham
Richard and Shila Baer

Joel and Joanna Barman

Jeff and Melanie Baron

Ira and Linda Bass

Allen and Stacy Baum

Michael and Meryl Baumgarten
Alan and Lilian Becker

Ira and Marilyn Bernstein

Todd and Donna Birnberg
Michael and Lauren Bitton
David and Debby Block

Scott and Donna Boyar
Howard and Mollie Braverman
Matthew and Margie Brown
Russell and Sharon Browning
David and Janice Cantor
Sheldon and Lauren Cantor
Harry and Elaine Chernotsky
Harvey and Tammy Chesler
Russell and Mara Cobe
Stephen and Susan Coen
David and Bridget Cohen
Jeffrey and Marsha Cohen
Mark and Samantha Cole
Jimmy Collins and Daniel Shelkrot
Micah and Alicia Cooper
Michael and Beth Cupp

David and Myka Cygielman
Andrew and Julie Dermack
Lance and Lenore Deutsch

Lee and Jane Diamond

Mark and Ariel DiDonato
George and Stephanie DiPaolo
Robin and Rebecca Drechsel
Peter and Samantha Dreyer
James and Melissa Duller
Steven and Ellen Engelhardt
Mark and Kelly Epstein
Nachum and Mary Eshet
Simon and Susan Estroff

Shai and Sharon Fargian
Elliot and Sandra Feldman
Jay and Rachel Feldman
Michael and Marilyn Felson
Erik and Lauren Fine
Glenn and Roni Fishkin
Michael and Renee Flash
Leonard and Karen Fox
Alain Frank and Audrey Afflerbach
Spencer and Nathalie Friedlander
Robert and Sara Friedman
Haim and Sylvia Gabrieli
Anthony and Dawn Gale
David and Andrea Gamlin
Geoffrey and Meredith Gartner
Jerry and Amanda Gitlitz
Josh and Andrea Glassberg
Chuck and Dayle Glick
David and Arleen Gold
Phillip and Marci Goldberg
Henry and Judy Goldman
Yaron and Sandra Goldman
Ari and Marcy Goldstein
Craig and Michal Goldstein
Jeff Goldstone and Tamar Shulberg
Mark (ofblessed memory) and

Nancy Good
Barry and Michelle Goodman
Alan and Merle Gottheim
Harris and Billie Green
Rabbi Bentzion and Rochel Groner
Ted and Susie Gross
Andrew and Sheryl Hahn
Chris and Liz Hamilton
Dale and Cathy Hargett
Andy and Megan Harkavy
Gerald and Jan Haymond
Donald and Shevi Herbstman
William and Melanie Hersch
Matt and Jane Herson
Brian and Deborah Hitt
Stephen and Cindy Hutter
David and Brigitte Hyman
Richard and Terri James
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John Jaye and A-J Secrist
Michael and Joan Kafer
Rabbi Morton and Mary Kaplan
Jonathan and Teri Karlin
Nils and Carol Karp
Kenneth and Paula Kipperman
Jeff and Carol Klein
Michael and Vera Klibanova
Michael Kriner and Aileen
Greenberg-Kriner
Gary Kushner and Laurie
Travis-Kushner
Joel and Wendy Kweskin
Bill Kwiatkowski and
Michelle Bamford
Rabbi Binyamin and llana Levin
David and Brenda Levin
Rabbi Yisrael and Leah Levin
Eric and Nancy Levine
Robert and Sandy Lewis
Marc and Jill Lipson
Robert and Barbara Liss
Ronald and Frances Liss
Adam and Kelley Loeber
Richard and Nikki Lord
Samuel and Karly Lucas
Andrew and Courtney Lyons
Steven and Sandra Malkin
Ira and Nathalie Malter
Richard and Fara Maltsbarger
Robert and Kelly Markiewitz
Curtis and llana Martin
Jonathan and Dina Massachi
Michael and Robbie McGinley
Daniel and Susie Meier
James and Marcia Merrill
Mikhail and Alla Mogilevsky
Howard and Vicki Neumann
Rodd and Marissa Neumann
Torey and Kendall Nicholson
Earl and Tamara Norman
Michael and Judith Norman
Barry and Michelle Perlmutter
Milton and Gene Ruth Poler
Matthew and Rebecca Pollack
Alan Primack and Alison Garten
Ed and Ruth Rabiner
Barry and Laura Reich

Joel and Wendi Reichard

Eliot and Sandy Reifkind
Adam and Melissa Richeson
Lee and Irena Rimler

Austin and Roberta Rodgers
Steven and Sandra Rogelberg
Frank and Cheryl Rotatori
Dan and Leah Rubenstein
Harry and Rebekah Rubenstein
Craig Rubin and Robin Husney
Scott and Heather Salam
Kenneth and Lynn Sass

Allen and Jessica Saxe

Gerald and Barbara Schapiro
Marvin and Elaine Schefflin
Michael and Anna Schneiderman
Chris and Alexis Schwartz
Richard and Malia Segal
Howard and Andrea Seidler
Roni and Stacey Sharoni

lan and Amy Shaw

Corey and Rachel Shemtov
Levi and Shterni Shemtov
Andy and Michelle Siegel
Jerry and Sandy Simon

Alan and Marcia Skarbnik
Mark and Lisa Slonim

Harry and Laurie Sparks
Joseph and Tara Spil
Raymond Stadiem and Agata Rocka
Eric and Laura Stein

Michael and Tal Stein

Brian and Elizabeth Sterling
Jerry and Carole Sternstein
Roger and Susan Stiefel

Ryan and Sivonne Stone
David and Deb Strauss

David and Nancy Strunk
Jared and Jenny Sugar

Doron and Jennifer Tal
Jeremy Tart and Lisa Shpritz
David and Beth Thrope
Michael and Michelle Vinnik
Bob and Zelda Voncannon
Maor and Amy Waizman
Richard and JoAnne Weber
Herman and Ellen Weinberg
Aaron and Sarah Weiner

CHILDREN’S ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

as of 09-12-2024

Chaverim (Friends)

$1-$99

Raymond Neblett Ethan Spiegler
Alexzander Reifkind Sarina Spiegler
Gabrielle Reifkind Asher Tamarkin

Benjamin Spiegler
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Samira Tamarkin

Donald and llene Weiner
Steve and Barbie Weiner
Michael Weinstein and

Kathleen Curry
Howard Weisblat and

Harriet Teasdale
Rabbi Binyomin and

Channie Weiss
David and Rachael Weiss
James and Lynda White
Robert Wiener and Carol Epstein
Robert and Sandi Wolf
Evan and Robyn Wolkofsky
Enrique and Tania Wolochwianski
Reid and Debbie Wood
Joseph and Leslie Woodruff
Luis and Andrea Yaquian
Lawrence and Jill Yass
Steven and Marsha Zaidman
Jeffrey and Paula Zaleon

Chaverin (Friends)
$1-$99
David Abramovitz and

Alexis Kropp
Bernie and Leah Amler
Howard Andell and

Norma Pepper
Anonymous
Larry and Rachel Berendt
Adam and Ivy Berman
Romain and Elizabeth Bertrand
Thor and Bonnie Borresen
Rabbi Shlomo and Yiska Cohen
Yoni and Jessie Cohen
Richard and Ellen Dale
Daniel and Rosie David
Aaron and Jennifer Dolgoff
William and Meryle Elko
Don and Renie Fernbach
Michael and Arlene Filkoff
George and Anita Frankovich
Barry and Janet Goldfarb
Erin Goldstein and Amanda Vestal
Michael and Heidi Gordon
Sam and Abbe Greenfield
William and Lynda Gross
Lindsey and Alison Houser

Noah and Linda Humphrey
Nir and Julie Josipovich
David and Sheree Kanter
Ken and Kimberly Katz
Lenny and Linda Keitel
Alexander and Abby Kleber
Joseph and Leah Kosinovsky
Alvin and Jayme Kreitman
Lee and Kristen Lampert
Mitchell and Ann Levine
Jonathan Long and Laurel Moretti Long
Greg and Rachel Lumelsky
Glenn and Karen Malar
Alan and Louise Mann
Lawrence and Sheila Margolis
Stephen and Debora Moore
Sandro and Judy Nascimento
Aaron and Allison Neiss
Andrew and Allison Osborn
Pascal Family
Jared and Rachel Peterson
Stephen and Barbara Phillips
Nicholas and Martha Pollack
Robert Ratner and Carole
Hersch Ratner
Adam and Shelley Reisig
Allen and Helene Rivlin
Morrie and Phyllis Rosen
Jeffrey and Robin Rothberg
Jacob and Rose Sacolick
David Schindler and Marni Newman
Ran and Alexis Shapira
Jonathan and Bonnie Shaw
Jason Shechter and Caitlin Morris
Norman and Judith Shindell
Alan and Janice Shubin
Robert and Carol Siegel
Joel and Mary Skodnick
Norman and Gayle Snyder
Vali and Kim Sorell
Alan and Denise Sussman
Perry and Sue Tannenbaum
Daniel and Jillian Tobias
Ethan and Kate Uslan
Dylan and Amy Vander Velde
Rabbi Menachem and Rochele Vorst

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte wishes to thank the following companies for
matching their employee gifts in support of the 2024 Annual Campaign:

Anonymous Honeywell International

Aon Corporation Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors

ATET Foundation

Bank of America Microsoft Corporation

Campbell’s MUFG Bank, Ltd.

Carrier Sales Force, Inc.

Cigna Toyota

Dell Truist

Duke Energy UBS

Fiber Composites, LLC US Bank

Foundation For The Vanguard

Carolinas Wells Fargo
CORPORATE PARTNERS

Thank you to our Corporate Partners whose generous investment made a
significant impact and enhanced our ability to provide programming to greater

Jewish Charlotte.

Carolina Facial Plastics PLLC

Debra Van Glish Events
Maid Brigade

Mutual of America
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
South State Bank
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ADDITIONAL GIVING FOR 7"\ Jewish

$1,299,402

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES Federation
of Greater Charlotte
Additional Giving provides customized giving opportunities over and above Annual Campaign gifts,
enabling donors to maximize their giving potential and fulfill their philanthropic goals.
/ Sponsors and Additional Gifts LiveSecure

Birthright Israel

Charlotte Jewish News
Community Support
Israel Designations
Israel Designations
Jewish Identity

PJ Library
PJ Library
Young Adult Israel Experiences

The Leon Levine Foundation

Blumenthal Educational Resource Center
Center for Jewish Education Friends Campaign

Blumenthal Foundation
Multiple Donors

October 7th Related Programming and Security Support

Multiple Donors

Colby Foster

Anonymous

Andrew and Jennifer Rosen
Jeff and Bari Gorelick

The Leon Levine Foundation
Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Elizabeth Hope Star

Harry and Gloria Lerner

)

/;f?‘"?\?\ Outshine
YW HATE

Michael and Denise Abadi
Anonymous
Scott Abrams and Shari Baum
Leigh and David Altman
Stanley and Judy August
Marshal and Kathy Auron
Kirsten Baldwin and

Justin Steinschriber
Gail and John Baron
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Milton and Arlene Berkman
Seth Berkman
Adam and lvy Berman
Donald and Barbara Bernstein
Samuel and Nancy Bernstein
David and Debby Block
Jill Blumenthal
Blumenthal Foundation
Carrie Brenner
Daniel and Nancy Coblenz
Mark and Paige Cohen
Paul and Maura Copeland
Harry Copeland
Bradley and Rachel Couchenour
Michael and Beth Cupp
Irving and Dedee Cygler
Arlene Davis
Jim and Janet Duncan
Brian and Marla Emery
David and Aleen Epstein
Amy Fine
Foundation For The Carolinas
Barak Francis
Thomas Gabbard
Paula and Douglas Gentile
Kenneth and Tammy Golder
Dana and Leslie Goldfarb
Harry Goldsmith

Slade Goldstein and
Stacey Simms Goldstein
Barbara Goodman
Jeff and Bari Gorelick
Todd and Stacy Gorelick
Andrew and Jill Halverstam
Sharyn and Neil Handelsman
Thomas Hansen
Danya Harder
Michael and Wendy Hennes
Steven and Sandy Hoagland
Howard C. and Margaret G.
Bissell Foundation
Michael and Joan Kafer
Kenneth and Paula Kipperman
Alexander and Abby Kleber
Alan Kronovet and Cary Bernstein
David and Jamie Krusch
Rita Kupersmit
Kristen and Lee Lampert
Robert Larick
Amy Lefkof
Linda Leviel
Howard Levine and Julie
LernerLevine
Alyssa Levine
Adam Lifson
Marc and Jill Lipson
Jon Manchester
Lisa Martinez
Linda McLendon
Steven and Polly Menaker
James and Marcia Merrill
Julie Mills
Scott and Lindsay Muns
Judi Neidenberg
Cheryl Newman
Jason and Holly Norvell
Howard Olshansky
Floyd and Brenda Patten
Jay Pepose and Susan Feigenbaum
Jeffrey and Katy Pernick

Dale and Larry Polsky
Melissa and Steven Raphael
Melissa Reiner
Adam and Melissa Richeson
Martha Rogers
David and Karen Rosenthal
Richard and Betty Roskind
Marilyn Ryan
Nikki and Steven Sacks
Lysa Saltzman
Rachel Schenker
Amy Schneider
Alyse Schoenfeldt
Sara Schreibman
Fran Schuler
Jeffrey and Janette Schwartz
Jeffrey and Karen Schwartz
Tyson and Susan Schwartz
Zack Schwartz and

Sarah Rose
Robert and Stacey Selkin
Richard and Francie Serbin
Suzi Sholin
Richard and Debbie Silton
Marc and Mattye Silverman
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Robert Solomon
Harry and Laurie Sparks
Robert Spillane
Jason and Jamie Tanenbaum
Donna Tarney
David and Marisa Thalberg
The Leon Levine Foundation
Matthew Turner
Scott Vincent
Amy and Mark Vitner
Bonnie Wilson
Reid Wood
Sue Worrel
Steven and Janice Zacks

Samuel and Emily Zimmern

/
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Scott Abrams and Shari Baum
Leigh and David Altman
Stanley and Judy August
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Alexis and David Berman
Samuel and Nancy Bernstein
David and Debby Block
Jill Blumenthal
Blumenthal Foundation
Joel and Paulette Cohen
Mark and Paige Cohen
Jeffrey Epstein
Amy Fine
Dana and Leslie Goldfarb
Jeff and Blair Goldsmith
Slade Goldstein and Stacey

Simms Goldstein
Ari and Marcy Goldstein
Bill Gorelick
Rael and Gabrielle Gorelick
Sharyn and Neil Handelsman
Ari and Laura Hausman
Jeanne and Thomas Huber
Michael and Joan Kafer
Amy Lefkof
Eric and Susan Lerner
Alyssa Levine
Howard Levine and

Julie Lerner Levine
Marc and Jill Lipson
Linda McLendon
James and Marcia Merrill
David and Risa Miller
Katie O’Reilly
Steven and Melissa Raphael
Adam and Melissa Richeson
Julie and Scott Rizzo
Jennifer Sawyer
Rachel Schenker
Sara Schreibman
Jeffrey and Janette Schwartz
Tyson and Susan Schwartz
Zack Schwartz and Sarah Rose
Stacey and Robert Selkin
Richard and Francie Serbin
Richard and Debbie Silton
Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine
Harry and Laurie Sparks
Donald Strauss
Jason and Jamie Tanenbaum
Harry and Kathy Tepper
The Tepper Foundation
Mark and Amy Vitner
Ronald and Janice Weiner
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky
Marc and Kim Wojnowich
Sue Worrel
Steven Yaffe
Brian Yesowitch
Jonathan and Kerryn Zulman
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Stan Greenspon Center Standing Strong:
Behind-the-Scenes Unlty in Actlon To Combat Hate

By Mary Eshet

We are reminded all too often
that hate incidents and antisemi-
tism are not things that only hap-
pen elsewhere — sadly, they can
strike close to home, too. Just a
few months ago, antisemitic and
racist books, disguised as Dr. Se-
uss’s genre, were planted in free
little libraries in the Charlotte
area. The book uses historical
antisemitic tropes to advance the
belief that Jews are a biological-
ly separate race of people. Close
on the heels of this disturbing
development, antisemitism and
blatant hatred hit close to home
again, when swastikas and other
graffiti were found at a Charlotte
YMCA. Only a few days later,
hateful graffiti and swastikas
were also found in the bathroom
of a local high school.

Individuals and organizations
rushed to respond to all three of
these incidents. It is not easy to
find the line between being too
silent and being inflammatory,
possibly making matters worse.
While the Holocaust is a tragic
reminder of why such incidents
can never be ignored, incendi-
ary social media posts can hinder
progress.

At the Stan Greenspon Ho-
locaust and Social Justice Edu-
cation Center (Greenspon Cen-

ter), we certainly don’t have all
the answers. What we do know
is that the issues underlying
hate are complex and require
thoughtful, multi-faceted, and
sustained efforts. We know that
partnerships and collaborative
approaches amplify our impact
and give our work more mean-
ing.

To that end, the Greenspon
Center has partnered locally,
regionally, and nationally with
organizations that help us enrich
programs and reach key audienc-
es. For example, the Greenspon
Center partnered closely with
the NC Department of Public
Instruction to create curricula
to teach about the Holocaust.
Katie Cunningham, Greenspon
Center assistant director with 13
years of education experience,
authored an 80-lesson elective
framework on the Holocaust,
which became available for
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
(CMS) students in grades 9—12
in the 2024-2025 school year.
The Greenspon Center offers
training and support for teach-
ers of this unit and provides
one-on-one and group coaching
for educators. Cunningham was
recently asked by the Anti-Def-
amation League (ADL) to lend
her curriculum expertise to an

expert panel/team overseeing the
structure and implementation of
the ‘24-°25 iteration of Campus
Antisemitism Report Cards.
Our goals and interests are
aligned with the Levine JCC’s
Butterfly Project and Jewish
Federation of Greater Char-
lotte’s (JFGC) Outshine Hate
program. For example, in Octo-
ber, we jointly hosted with Fed-
eration, the Executive Leaders
Conference in Education, the
first conference focused on an-
tisemitism for education leaders
(superintendents, principals, and
other leaders) in the Charlotte
area. The goal was to provide
leaders with tools to effectively
respond to antisemitism and en-

sure a supportive learning envi-
ronment for all.

Fundamental to our approach
as an organization related to
Queens University is our com-
mitment to thorough research
and study. In a world often op-
erating at alarming speed with
social media providing a micro-
phone to everyone, we are com-
mitted to well-researched facts
and carefully crafted material to
reach people with different needs
and perspectives.

The Greenspon Center’s mis-
sion is to develop informed and

OB BT of CHABLETTE

engaged global citizens who are
prepared to respond to prejudice
and discrimination with actions
advocating human rights for all.
Our educational and certifica-
tion programs are aimed at this
mission.

“We aspire to stop antisem-
itism before it even begins,”
said Judy LaPietra, Greenspon
Center director. “A great exam-
ple of this effort is our Student
to Student program, where Jew-
ish high school students share
Jewish beliefs and culture with
middle and high school students.
There is not an easy or singular
answer to the hatred and an-
tisemitism we face in today’s
world and here at home, but we
take heart in the good, and often
unseen, work we are doing with
community partners.”

If you are interested in having
the Stan Greenspon Center pres-
ent or hold a workshop at your
place of work or at your child’s
educational space, please email
Katie Cunningham, assistant di-
rector, at cunninghamk@queens.
edu.

(Continued on page 29)

Stan Greenspon
Halocaust and Social Justice
Education Center

!‘ 2 Holiday Open House

with our life enrichment team - including a holiday card station for the troops!

December 9th
11:00 a.m. -

1:00 p.m.

at Waltonwood Cotswold
RSVP

704-496-9310

Assisted Living & Memory Care
5215 Randolph Road. Charlotte, NC 28211

WALTONWOOD.COM

Two
events to
attend!

W

WALTONWGDD,

Redefining Retirement Living
SINGH

SINGHCAREERS.

From our family to yours, we welcome you to experience all the holidays at Waltonwood.
Guests will enjoy delicious seasonal delights prepared by our culinary team, and create some holiday cheer

December 10th
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
at Waltonwood Providence
RSVP

704-246-8670

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care
11945 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28277

COM




The Charlotte Jewish News - November 2024 - Page 29

Greenspon Center

(Continued from page 28)

The Stan Greenspon Center
for Holocaust and Social Justice
Education recommends the fol-
lowing steps to responding to an-
tisemitic incidents in the greater
Charlotte area.

1. As soon as an incident
comes to your attention, report it
to Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte (JFGC) through their
online reporting tool, which is al-
ways posted on their homepage.
JFGC is the go-to institution in
the area for response and works
closely with law enforcement
and the Jewish community at
large. The data collected through
this form is shared and tracked in
partnership with the ADL.

2. Trust your local institutions
to respond. Once you have re-
ported the incident to JFGC, al-
low their team time to enact the
proper response. JFGC is swift
in its work and knows who to
contact. Multiple calls or emails

to the places where the incident
took place may possibly cause
an unintended delay in response.
JFGC will work with law en-
forcement and the location/
organization/school where the
incident took place to respond
with reactive measures, along
with offering educational op-
portunities so that there can be
more proactive steps taken in the
future. The Greenspon Center is
proud to be one of the organi-
zations that offers educational
responses in the Charlotte area.

3. When engaging in online
spaces and social media, use best
practices: post educational (not
emotional) responses linked to
vetted resources, do not repost
hateful or triggering images that
compound the trauma, and lift
up messages of solidarity and
allyship over ignorance and fear.
Hate can only win when it is
louder than those who oppose it.

DREAM
HOME
TODAY
YOUR
HOME

TOMORROW

» Free Market Analysis

» Fire Me Guarantee
#1 Social Media
Realtor in Charlotte

Why Hire a Salesman
When You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ANDY GRIESINGER

&5 www.AndyRE.com

) andy@andyre.com

[@ @AndyG Realtor
11443.299.8946

BUSINESS SALES

’Rﬂ MERGERS & ACOUISITIONS

Selling a Business?

VI has sold more businesss in the world than anyone®

Adam Petricoft

VR Charlotte

9301 Monroe Road, Suite L
Charlotte, MC 28270

704-364-BB98 office
704-905-8658 cell

apetricotf@vrcharlotte.com

www.yrcharlotte.com

Learn more about our rental senior living
community ot TheBarclayatSouthPark.com or
schedule a visit ot 80.825.4211.
INDEPEMDEMT LIWING | ASSISTED LIVING
*SKILLED HURSING | REHABILITATION
*For Community Residenits Only

[ 1} | & ALife Plan Community offered by Liberty Senior Living

I

THEBARCLAY

AT SOUTHRALK

AT THA BALOTAY

4801 Barclay Dewns Drive

Charlatte, HC

| MEMORY SUPPORT
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| EducationandYouth
So Much To Be Grateful For at Jewish Preschool on Sardis

By Hiley Davis

November is a month dedicated to
celebrating everything we're thankful
for, and the kids and teachers of Jewish
Preschool on Sardis have plenty of grati-
tude to go around! The teachers expressed
their thankfulness for each other and the
support system provided by every staff
member. “Everyone is willing to jump in
and help with anything at any time,” Ms.
Olivia from the 3's class explained. Of
course, we're also thankful to see the kids
having so much fun each day.

As for the kids who brighten the halls
with their smiles, I was worried I wouldn't

have enough room to write down every-
thing they're grateful for at school! Many
of them spoke about how much fun they
have every day and that they were always
glad to be at school. “My favorite thing
about school is getting to read books with
my friends,” said Mia from the 3's class.
Some were grateful for the chance to learn
new things, though the majority talked
more about being able to see their friends
and play on the playground. “I like play-
ing hide and seek,” said Max from Ms.
Alyson's 2's class.

The older kids also talked about their
families. “I love it when Mama picks me

up at the end of the day, and sometimes
my brother comes, too!” said Demi from
Ms. Olivia's 3's class. They said they were
thankful for their parents and how exciting
it is to see them at the end of the day.

We are grateful for the opportunity to
reflect on the things in our lives we appre-
ciate, and to express our gratitude.

Jewish
Preschool
on Sardis

Grateful for our sweet JPS family. Grateful fallis here!

Grateful for our first friendships! Grateful for exploring pumpkins!

(3 fn |

Be a part of shaping Charlotte's Jewish future.
Join the JPS Annual fund!

learn it

Jewish
Preschool
on Sardis

Donate at jpskids.org/support-jps
Thank you for your support!

call 704-364-8395 or visit jpskids.org s A project of Chabad of Charlotte ﬁwiihwgogc%|@“




The Charlotte Jewish News - November 2024 - Page 31

Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays. I look forward
every year to watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
with my family and then stuffing myself full of delicious food.
| love the thought of everyone, no matter their background,
coming together to celebrate and to be full of not just turkey,
but gratitude. In Hebrew the Jewish value of gratitude is hakarat
hatov which translates into recognizing the good. Focusing on
what is good is a great way to start talking to your children
about what they have to be grateful for. We should express
gratitude everyday and not just once a year on Thanksgiving.
Take a moment at bedtime every night and have your child tell
you one good thing about their day (you can do the same as
well). It can be a big good thing or a little good thing because
being truly grateful only happens when we are aware of every-
thing (large or small) that we have. You might be surprised (and
even humbled) by your child’s good things! The “Give Thanks”
hand craft below is a great way to remind ourselves and our
children to be thankful on Thanksgiving and throughout the
year. Make it, hang it on the refrigerator or the bathroom mirror
as a reminder to practice hakarat hatov everyday! Shalom and
Happy Thanksgiving! —Miss Sara g

T hark others
Help others
Aappmciat-e what you have
Netice your blessings
Knon yourgis

S erve others

Have children trace their hands and then write out “G-I-V-E-T-H-A-N-K-S” on
each of the fingertips. Use the acronym as a reminder about practicing hakarat
hatov and giving thanks. Say each line of the acronym with the corresponding
finger as if you were counting to memorize your "Give Thanks" mantra.

OP I GRATITUDETI JPXCT
DAEQWTSTUFFINGZIJ RH

| SPY FALL MR IJFAPILGRIMSPUHAA

There areten fall icons. Color each of the cons as you ind them. XAGFEASTFHARVESTNN
Write how many you found in the box next to the icon. How many can you find? K D B | F A M I I_ Y A M S F |_ C B K
@@@%%@@ | EMPUMPEK I NP I EZPUES
%@W}%@ NATIVEAMERICANSIRG
EGRAVYHOFOOTBATLTLR R

5¢@E;$E%i% SROKTENOVEMBERQOQEK IV
@@ oo BFFSITHANKTFULGGYE I
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Education and Youth

Empowering Jewish Youth: The Charlotte Jewish Day
School Educational Philosophy

By Mariashi Groner, Director

At Charlotte Jewish Day
School (CJDS), our TK-8 pro-
gram takes a long-term view of
education, focusing on the skills
students need to navigate the 21st
century successfully. We recog-
nize that traditional metrics like
rote memorization, penmanship,
or mastery of outdated systems
are no longer indicators of future
success. Instead, CJDS empha-
sizes the development of prob-
lem-solving skills in real-world
environments, providing a foun-
dation that prepares students for
an ever-changing world.

In today’s rapidly evolving
landscape, every 21st-century
student should possess certain
key skills. At CJDS, we focus
on cultivating:

1.A strong moral compass -
doing the right thing and being a
mensch (an overall good person)

2. Self-confidence and a
strong sense of identity

3. Critical thinking skills - the
ability to apply reasoning and
logic to unfamiliar ideas and sit-
uations

4. Multilingual abilities,
which enhance problem-solving
and creative thinking

5. A deep understanding of
Jewish history and Israel, en-
abling students to navigate
contemporary challenges with
informed confidence

CJDS empowers our students
to strive for excellence, lead by
example, and embrace curiosi-
ty by providing an outstanding
academic experience grounded
in Jewish beliefs and values. We
provide a rigorous, up-to-date
curriculum in a nurturing and
stimulating environment with
an exemplary foundation in
mathematics, language arts, sci-
ence, and social studies. The So-
cial Emotional Learning (SEL)
curriculum teaches self-regu-
lation, communication, and in-
terpersonal skills. Studies have
shown that students with social
and emotional well-being are
academically able to learn more
easily.

As strong as the CIDS Gen-
eral Studies curriculum is, there
is no doubt that everything on
this list is strengthened by our
Judaica curriculum. Using an
ancient text to keep students
grounded in this modern world
is a learning tool like no other.
The Torah (The Jewish Bible)
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A group of fifth grade math students.( From left to right)
Amilia Shuster, Rivka Cohen, Ari Stone, Alex Serbin, Eli Manuel, Cyrus Rasowsky,

Beatrice Brink and Ellie Loewensteiner

gives us a blueprint for living to
our highest potential. Judaism
focuses on relationships between
us and G-d, between G-d and the
Jewish people, between the Jew-
ish people and the land of Isra-
el, and between human beings.
Between their belief in G-d and
their connection to their Jewish
soul, our kids develop a stron-
ger sense of ““self” than most kids
their age. They learn from the

Torah stories that time and time
again, the Jews stood strong and
persevered through the best and
worst of times. And that stand-
ing up to “do the right thing” is
just what we do. Our children’s
strong moral compass and high
self-esteem blossom from their
Torah study.

In grades 4 and 5, when our
Judaica teachers introduce Rashi
(a medieval commentary) and

teach the kids to dissect Jewish
text, their critical thinking skills
are challenged in a way that
they don’t even realize. They
are taught to think until their lit-
tle brains “hurt,” exercising the
brain in a way that is not typical
of elementary school children.
Beginning in grade 5 and con-
tinuing to grade 8, the students
begin an intensive study of Israel
and its history and conflicts.

And, of course, the Hebrew
immersion that our students are
exposed to at such a young age
has been proven to dramatically
impact mental agility and cre-
ative problem-solving. Evidence
shows that time spent on another
language strongly reinforces the
core subject areas of reading,
language literacy, social studies,
and math and promotes creative
development and awareness of
cultural diversity. Our middle
school students will receive for-
eign language credit for their He-
brew language classes, fulfilling
the foreign language high school
credit.

Just recently, Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Charlotte brought

(Continued on page 33)
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CJDS

(Continued from page 32)

out a speaker on Israel, Haviv
Rettig Gur, a journalist, who
emphatically left us with the
message that if we want our
children, our youth, to survive
and thrive through the challeng-
es that the world is setting out
for the Jewish people today, we
MUST educate them on their
story! A Jewish day school is
where that happens.

Every child is loved at CJDS.
And because we love every
child, we cannot and will not
rest until we find the path to
success for each one. We have
144 children at the school this
year, and there are 144 differ-
ent paths. We spend more time
talking, meeting, discussing,
and strategizing how to best
meet each child’s needs than
doing anything else, and we are
most proud of that.

CJDS graduates leave our
school and thrive wherever they
go, whether it be a large public
school, a charter school, or an-
other private school. Transition?
What transition?!? There is no
doubt that our strong, secular
curriculum prepares them for

F#

% Charlotte >
'#3 Jewish Preschool

LEARN « CROM = CONMNECT

the road ahead, but it is the gift
of a Jewish Day School that is
giving them so much more than
that. We truly believe it is the
combination of the dual cur-
riculum and a strong spiritual
center that makes our graduates
successful in this ever-changing
world.

We are a community day
school open to all Jewish chil-
dren, regardless of affiliation.
Our mission is to provide a
Jewish education to all families
of all levels of observance, from
unaffiliated to orthodox. CJIDS
is a school driven by providing
the best educational experience
for each child, challenging them
at every level, and providing a
safe environment for children to
take risks, learn, and grow from
the journey of exploration.

b
CJDS
Charlotte Jewish
Day School

Find out what your old
gold, silver, jewelry, diamonds,
and coins are worth.

We’ll evaluate your items in one of our private offices and if
you agree on the price, Perry’s will offer immediate payment.
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Jewelry

Designer Handbags

No appointment necessary or
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PerrysBuyingOffice.com

DIAMONDS & ESTATE JEWELRY
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CJP builds the foundation of
children’s learning and
bridges relationships in our

Jewish community.

Our emergent curriculum is
designed to respect each
child as a capable and
unique individual, to foster
the diverse ways in which
they develop and learn, and
to create a nurturing

environment.
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Around the Table: Was Thanksgiving Modeled
on Sukkot?

By Charlotte Rouchouze
Recently, I was reading
through a small volume entitled
“Judaism,” which I picked up at
some point over the years from
my grandmother’s bookshelf.
The book was published in 1957
for the “instruction of proselytes”
by the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the Reform
rabbinic leadership organization,
and appears to be a brief intro-
duction to Jewish concepts. As
I read over the entry on Sukkot,
one passage caught my attention.
The book tells us, “In contrast to
the solemn days that precede
it, Sukkos is a joyous season at
which we voice our gratitude for
the bounties of nature and gifts

of the harvest. The American
Thanksgiving Day was sug-
gested by Sukkos.” Thanksgiv-
ing modeled on Sukkot? This
is something I had never heard
before and I wondered if there
was any truth to it. “That sounds
like a load of BS,” was my hus-
band’s encouraging response
when I ran the idea by him, but
I decided to go on a little search
to see what I could find.

It’s important to note that
historically, one of the features
of Reform Judaism is undoubt-
edly its embrace of universalist
values and, by extension, en-
thusiasm for diaspora life. One
should be completely American
and not focus excessively on the
Jewish nation as distinct. This
has changed a bit over the years,
but the 1950s was the heyday for
this assimilationist thinking that
sought to make Judaism as palat-
able as possible to American and
gentile tastes. So, it makes sense
in this context that Reform Jew-
ish rabbis would be making any
possible connections between
American and Jewish customs.
It turns out that this connection
between Sukkot and Thanks-
giving pops up fairly frequently
in popular articles and such, so
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Reform rabbis are not the only
ones suggesting the link. So, is
there a link? Let’s take a dive into
history.

As most of us probably
know, Thanksgiving itself is a
commemoration of a banquet
held long before the actual ob-
servance of Thanksgiving as a
holiday. The festival itself was
held in 1621 to give thanks for
a good harvest, at a time when
year-to-year survival was not a
guarantee in the colonies. The
native Wampanoag people and
the Pilgrims came together and
gave thanks for a productive har-
vest. There is no doubt that ritu-
als honoring a successful harvest
are an ancient practice in most
societies, particularly agrarian
ones, but this one is described as
a multi-day observance of out-
door feasting and prayer.

Early Protestants, unlike earli-
er generations of Catholics, read
the Bible, including the “Old Tes-
tament,” and were well-versed in
its stories. It is known that they
identified with the children of Is-
rael wandering in the desert for
years in search of freedom. They,
too, were wandering in a foreign
land, entirely at the mercy of a
land they knew little about, in

the hopes of settling a Promised
Land. Like the Israelites, they
saw themselves as liberated by
G-d and elected to complete a
historic task, forming an ideal
Christian society. It is likely that
Puritans knew of the Festival
of Tabernacles as a model for a
celebration of gratitude to G-d in
times of abundance.

But the Puritans themselves
did not commemorate Thanks-
giving, or any other holiday
for that matter, as they strongly
rejected annual feasts and fes-
tivals, which they associated
with Catholicism and legalism.
They went so far as to consid-
er holidays ritualistic and even
idolatrous, as they encouraged
the belief that their observance
played a role in salvation, which
reformed Protestants saw as
strictly a matter of G-d’s grace
through Jesus’ sacrifice. This leg-
acy continues today in the rather
sparse holiday calendar of Amer-
ican Protestants (especially from
the perspective of Jews!), which
is basically limited to Easter and

Christmas.

At the same time, Puritans
were partial to impromptu days
of thanksgiving and even more
so “fasting and humiliation,”
depending on whether thanks or
repentance was in order, and be-
lieved that G-d could bring abun-
dance or suffering on a whim.
These days were announced on a
local level, and all church mem-
bers were expected to participate,
with violators suffering various
fines and punishments. The main
reason for this strict enforcement
of public displays of faith is that
the Puritans were committed to
the concept of “covenant,” de-
rived from the Jewish idea, and
they enacted all sorts of cove-
nants that shaped colonial life
and governance. At the very heart
of all these was the covenant be-
tween G-d and the settlers, the
success of which would indicate
G-d’s grace. This tradition of
calling a day of thanksgiving (it
seems that Americans have left

(Continued on page 35)

i The Hebrew Cemetery joins with the community in
remembering the names of those who have been bur-
[ HEDFE‘W Cemﬂer}’ ied in the cemetery in the month of September, 2024

Larry Segal
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For over 150 years, we've provided and maintained a dignified final resting
place, Our Cemeatery continues to provide serenity and peace for families,
friends and wvisitors. You can provide peace of mind to your loved ones by
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(Continued from page 34)

the other days — fasting and
humiliation — in the dustbin of
history) comes from this practice
of impromptu collective prayer.
For several hundred years,
Thanksgiving Day was com-
memorated on and off, with some
presidents recognizing it and
some not. It was not until 1863,
after two grueling years of the
Civil War, that Abraham Lincoln
declared it a national holiday in
an effort to create unity in a cat-
astrophically divided America. It
slowly morphed into the secular
holiday we know today, where
we eat foods native to the Amer-
icas, give thanks, and remember
the highly mythologized version
of the shared meal between the

Pilgrims and the Native Ameri-
cans.

At the risk of sounding like the
conclusion of an Antique Road-
show episode where we find
out that the ancient figurine the
Johnson family has been cherish-
ing for generations was actually
from Woolworth, sadly, I found
no compelling evidence that ei-
ther the Puritans or the Founding
Fathers had the Jewish festival
of Sukkot directly in mind when
they initiated Thanksgiving. Pu-
ritans, like all Protestants, are
mostly opposed to the obser-
vance of Torah holidays, which
they consider fully replaced by
the new covenant of Jesus. But
the symbolic connection between

the Puritan settlers and the chil-
dren of Israel was most certainly
one that the Puritans held dear,
and even today, this connection
has been amply discussed by
anti-Zionist activists wishing to
connect the intellectual dots be-
tween the American and Zionist
projects. I think it is reasonable
to assume that a day of Thanks-
giving held during the harvest
season was, for many Americans,
reminiscent of the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in the Torah.

In honor of this connection, I
offer a recipe that would go well
on a Sukkot or a Thanksgiving
Table. We all know that sweet
potatoes are a New World crop
that are a staple Thanksgiving,

Sweet Potato Za’atar Knishes

Dough:

4 cup vegetable oil

2 cup warm water

1 tsp salt

2 cups all-purpose flour

Filling:

1 large sweet potato, cooked and
peeled

3 tbsp olive oil

1 tsp crushed garlic

Y5 tsp kosher salt

1 tsp za’atar seasoning

1 egg, beaten

Sesame seeds for topping (op-
tional)

Mix the dough ingredients
in a bowl and knead for 2 or 3
minutes until well-incorporat-
ed. Set aside. In a small bowl,
mash the sweet potato and add
the olive oil, garlic, salt, and
za’ atar. Next roll out the dough
to about 1/8 inch. Cut into 2 %
-3-inch squares. Place a table-
spoon of filling in the center of
each square and then pull in the
edges to the center and pinch to
make a pouch.

J

RESENTS 4

Brush each pouch with beaten
egg, sprinkle with sesame seeds,
and place on a baking sheet lined
with parchment paper. Bake at
350 for about 20 minutes or until
golden brown.

Makes 12 small knishes
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and this twist on a knish features
them nicely. Stuffed foods are
common at Sukkot as a symbol
of the hidden blessings of life. I
have added za’atar for a mod-
ern touch which goes brilliantly
with sweet potatoes. These have
a touch of sweetness from the
sweet potatoes but are still sa-

vory.

Charlotte Rouchouze, PhD
is a local French teacher, food
blogger, and beaded jewelry
designer. Her blog about food
traditions from around the
world can be found at www.
thechildrenstable.com. Con-
tact her at charlotte.rouchou-
ze@yahoo.com.

McEwen Funeral Service
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Jewish Communit

Stranger with 150 Totes Full of Food

By Amy Lefkof

Back in 2020, with COVID
raging and the price of food ris-
ing, the Jewish Community Ref-
ugee Initiative (JCRI) decided
it would host a Drive Through
Sukkah for Refugees, where
local refugee families would
receive (outdoors) a tote chock-
full of dry staples, fresh produce,
and some household supplies. As
COVID continued, the Drive
Through Sukkah for Refugees
became a tradition, and on Sept.

Inquire today at
charlottelatin.org/admissions

704.846.7207

Meg

17, 2024, (a month earlier than
Sukkot because of the upcoming
presidential election), more than
twenty volunteers — at least
half newcomers to the event —
met at Camp Mindy at Shalom
Park to fill totes for 125 refugee
families, which were then de-
livered the next day to Refugee
Support Services (RSS), a local
post-resettlement agency.
Jonathan Lee, food and com-
munity information coordinator
for RSS, reported, “Everyone
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who picked up a tote bag was
incredibly grateful. The biggest
complaint we got was that the
bags were too heavy for some
of our program participants to
carry, which is always a good
thing! Thank you all so much for
all your hard work putting these
bags together, all your efforts are
greatly appreciated.”

Between Carolina Refugee
Resettlement Agency (CRRA) (a
local liaison of HIAS, formerly
known as the Hebrew Immigrant

Aid Society) and Catholic Char-
ities Diocese of Charlotte, 700
refugees have been resettled in
Charlotte this past year from
such countries as Afghanistan,
Venezuela, Syria, Congo, Burma
and the Central American coun-
tries of Honduras, El Salvador,
and Guatemala.

Temple Israel’s Rabbi Mi-
chael Wolk explained to the
group of JCRI volunteers how
the Jewish holiday of Sukkot ties
into the precarious situation of
millions of vulnerable refugees
around the world and those who
have recently resettled in Char-
lotte. He introduced us to the
Hebrew word ger, which means
stranger, and how in biblical
times, as today, people had to
flee their homeland because of
persecution, famine, and the
promise of opportunity in a new
land. The Torah teaches us to be
compassionate toward the ger, to
welcome the stranger. Eventual-
ly, the stranger, the immigrant,
becomes a member of our com-
munity. During Sukkot when we
gather with friends and family in
our sukkah to enjoy the autumn
harvest, it is good to provide a
tote full of food to strangers who
have escaped a perilous journey
and have set up new roots in our
city.

A big shout out to Publix for
once again donating the 125 re-
usable canvas totes, Amelie’s
Bakery for generously provid-
ing 125 delicious loaves of sour-
dough bread for the second year
in a row, head volunteer buyers
Ruth Pordes and Kim Wilkoff
for purchasing dry staples and
fresh produce: bananas, apples,
onions, potatoes, peppers, gar-
lic, ginger, flour, and sugar. We
also extend a big thanks to our
assistant buyers: Melissa Rapha-
el, Jean Moats, Flo Lefkof, Kim

templesolelsc.org

@TemplesolelsC

NO ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES.
We depend on the generosity

of our members

Helping the less
fortunate is a major
part of who we are.

If you are looking for
a way to get involved,
COME JOIN US!

Z955 Highway 160 W, Fort MII, 5C 25716
IEDZIE1S-170F | Infofiternpbecolietonorg —

Refugee Initiative Welcomes the

Wilkoff, and Elizabeth Wein-
stein, who procured bottles of
hand sanitizer, pot scrubbers,
dry milk, dish soap, and tins
of pepper, many of which were
in-kind donations! JCRI could
not accomplish this without all
the volunteers on the “assembly
line” and our drivers who deliv-
ered the totes.

The JCRI team also owes
many thanks to Emily Russell at
the Levine Jewish Community
Center (LJCC) who helped with
all of the logistics (including the
printing of a colorful Sukkot
card that was tucked into each
tote) and Temple Beth El, which
serves as JCRI’s fiduciary agent
processing all donations, both
monetary and in-kind.

JCRIE

Connecting with JCRI’s reset-
tlement and post-resettlement
partners:

If you were unable to attend the
Drive Through Sukkah for Ref-
ugees, but would like to work in
partnership with resettlement or
post-resettlement agencies here
in Charlotte or directly with ref-
ugees, or make a donation to one
of'these local organizations, here
is the contact info:

Charlotte Center for Legal
Advocacy

Immigration Justice Program
https://charlottelegaladvocacy.
org/what-we-do/immigration/

Refugee Support Services
www.refugeesupportservices.
org

Volunteers needed for their
Fruitful Friend program which
requires a 1 year minimum com-
mitment and a minimum of 4 cu-
mulative hours per month.

Carolina Refugee
Resettlement Agency
www.Carolinarefugee.org
There is an ongoing need for
beds, kitchen chairs, coats and
scarves/hats for winter.

HIAS
www.hiasorg/getinvolved

Jewish Community

Refugee Initiative

You can donate to JCRI online
on TBE Shulcloud in the “Do-
nate” tab https://tbe.shulcloud.
com/ and select The fund Type:
Pass Through Fund and Fund
name: Jewish Community Ref-
ugee Initiative
lefkofamy(@gmail.com
Elizabeth.c.weinstein1 @gmail.
com
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Jewish Officials Handling Hurricane Response Face

Antisemitic

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — WASHINGTON,
October 7, 2024

Jewish government officials
are being targeted with antise-
mitic attacks in a misinforma-
tion blitz hampering efforts to
get critical information out to
victims of Hurricane Helene in
North Carolina.

Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas, Asheville
Mayor Esther Manheimer and
Jaclyn Rothenberg, the spokes-
woman for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, or
FEMA, have been the subject
of an onslaught of antisemitic
abuse on the social media plat-
form X.

The antisemitism has ap-
peared among a welter of mis-
information that has complicated
efforts to deliver aid and services
to victims of the hurricane.
FEMA three days ago created
a rumor-refuting page website,
and Rothenberg’s professional
X feed now reads like a Whac-
A-Mole game of knocking away
misinformation. One thread last
week refuted false rumors that
FEMA stole donations delivered
to nonprofits.

“There are many dangerous,
misleading rumors spreading

Harassment

e

In an aerial view, a person rides past a destroyed church in the aftermath of
Hurricane Helene flooding, Swannanoa, North Carolina, Oct. 6, 2024 .(Mario
Tama/Getty Images)

about #Helene response, which
can actively prevent survivors
from getting help,” she said on
Thursday. “Our top priority is
ensuring that disaster assistance
is reaching people in need.”

Her replies overflowed with
antisemitic comments. “Hey
look, a lying Jew,” said one typ-
ical commenter. “Oh look you’re
Jewish,” said another.

The Biden White House
called on politicians to condemn
the smears and the falsehoods.

“It is already heinous to attack
a bipartisan disaster response
with conspiracy theories that put
vulnerable Americans — people
who have lost loved ones and
homes — in even more danger
and cheat them out of the aid
they deserve,” Andrew Bates,
an administration spokesman,
said in an email. “Now those lies
are also infected with revolting
antisemitic smears, targeting a
mayor who’s doing everything
in her power to help her commu-
nity stand together, and federal

responders working around the
clock to save lives and deliver
critical necessities like food, wa-
ter, and medical supplies.”

Manheimer, the Asheville
mayor, is the subject of one of
the most viral posts on X. “The
Mayor of Asheville, North Car-
olina is Esther E. Manheimer,”
said a post on Friday that accu-
mulated more than 13 million
views by Monday. “If you’re
wondering: yes, she is.” (The
implication, in social media par-
lance common on the far right, is
that yes, Manheimer is Jewish.)

Another post that has ac-
quired close to a million views
features photos of Manheimer,
Rothenberg and Mayorkas and
identifies each as “jew.” Man-
heimer and the Department of
Homeland Security did not re-
turn requests for comment.

Rothenberg, a political com-
munications veteran who worked
for former New York Mayor Bill
DeBlasio’s administration and
then for the 2020 Biden cam-
paign, said she has seen nothing
like the current round of abuse
and misinformation.

“My job is to put out infor-
mation that helps people during
a really difficult time,” she told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency

on Sunday. “We’re here to help
people on their worst day, and
so0 it’s been really surprising to
see the reaction from people on
social media who have made it
about antisemitism when we’re
here to do a job, and that’s to
help people recover from Hur-
ricane Helene.”

Republican presidential nom-
inee Donald Trump has peddled
some of the false claims, includ-
ing that money meant for hurri-
cane relief'is diverted to migrants
— though he has not trafficked
in any antisemitic rhetoric when
discussing the hurricane.

Lawmakers of both parties
say that the misinformation is
diverting energies needed to get
relief to those who need it.

“Please don’t let these crazy
stories consume you or have you
continually contact your elected
officials to see if they are true,”
Kevin Corbin, a Republican
state senator in North Carolina,
pleaded with his constituents on
Facebook. “I’ve been working
on this 12 hours a day since it
started and I’'m growing a bit
weary of intentional distractions
from the main job.”

Corbin cited the conspiracy
theory that officials or bad actors

(Continued on page 41)
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Carolina Athletes Shine at 2024 JCC Maccabi Games in

Detroit

By Stephanie Garner, Director
of Athletics and Jason Spiegler

More than 1200 Jewish ath-
letes from all over the world,
ages 12 to 16, competed in the
JCC Maccabi Games in Detroit
this summer, July 28 through
Aug. 2.

Along with delegation head,
Stephanie Garner, and basket-
ball coach, Stephen Garfinkle,
the following Carolina Maccabi
Delegation athletes participat-
ed. From Charlotte, NC: Benja-
min Spiegler (U16 Swimming),
Liam Batt (U16 3x3 Basketball),
Charles Batt (U14 Tennis), and
Jacob Widelitz (U14 3x3 Bas-
ketball). From Charleston, SC,
Eryn Lee (Ul4 Swimming).
From Columbia, SC, Adam Thur
(U16 Soccer) and Max Saltzman
(U14 Baseball). From Raleigh,
NC, Liam Cohen (U16 Ice Hock-
ey). Although this summer we
had one of the smaller delega-
tions with eight athletes, Caro-
lina Maccabi represented well.

In swimming, Benjamin and

Carolina Maccabi delegation

Eryn were two standout swim-
mers. Benjamin won four gold
medals (500 Freestyle, 200 In-
dividual Medley (IM), 400 1M,
200 Backstroke) and 12 silver
medals. Eryn won three gold
medals (50 Freestyle, 100 Free-

style, 100 Butterfly (Fly)), five
silver and three bronze med-
als. Adam’s mixed soccer team
won the silver medal and Max’s
mixed baseball team won the
bronze medal.

The JCC Maccabi Games

CARGLINA

started in 1982 with objectives
to:

-provide Jewish youth with a
supportive environment that fos-
ters mutual respect and sports-
manship, where they can interact
in an atmosphere of fun, democ-

racy, and peace;

-cultivate a deeper under-
standing and instill an appreci-
ation of Jewish values;

- promote and encourage the
health, physical fitness, and
well-being of Jewish youth
through participation in recre-
ational and athletic activities;
and

- learn the values of team-
work, integrity, cultural pride,
community service, and lifelong
friendship.

For information on the 2025
JCC Maccabi Games, please
contact Stephanie Garner, Car-
olina Maccabi Delegation head
at (704) 944-6743 or stephanie.
garner@charlottejcc.org

In addition to the JCC Mac-
cabi Games in 2025, teens can
try out and compete in the 2025
Maccabiah Games, which are
held every four years in Israel.

For information on the 2025
Israeli Maccabiah Games,
https://maccabiusa.com/macca-
biah-2025/ .

Shayna Weiss Reflects on Lifelong
Lessons and Friendships

By Nick Perez

Shayna Weiss, a former teen
friend at Friendship Circle, re-
cently reflected on her experi-
ence with the organization and
the influence it had on her life.
Now a student at App State Uni-
versity, Weiss continues to car-
ry the lessons and relationships
she formed during her time with
Friendship Circle, which she de-
scribes as "life-changing."

In a narrative essay she wrote
for a literary course at App State,

Weiss explained the pivotal role
Friendship Circle played in shap-
ing her passion for community
involvement. Weiss reflected on
her experience, writing, “I knew
it was something that [ had to be
apart of. I went online and filled
out an interest form, and soon af-
ter, Ms. Sue [Schreiber] reached
out, welcoming me into the pro-
gram ... [ could not wait to start
going to programs and meeting
everyone. I slowly started at-
tending programs and decided I

Ca” Julie

would enjoy doing Friends To-
gether, which is built in through
Friendship Circle where I would
be paired with someone with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities (IDD) and spend an
hour with them every week. And
that is where I met my lifelong
friend Lexi.”

During her time with Friend-
ship Circle, Weiss developed
a deep connection with Lexi.
“Lexi is a ray of sunshine who
will always bring a smile to my
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face,” Weiss recalls. Their bond
extended beyond the Friendship
Circle events, often meeting out-
side of the program for ice cream
or dinner, playing with each oth-
er's dogs, and sharing moments
that Weiss describes as "lifelong
memories."

As Weiss transitioned into
her senior year of high school,
the impact of Friendship Cir-
cle remained ever-present. She
took her experience a step fur-
ther, becoming a teaching assis-
tant in her school's Exceptional
Children (EC) department. This
experience, paired with her in-
volvement in Friendship Circle,
reinforced her passion for work-
ing with individuals with IDD,
highlighting the fulfillment she
found in building relationships
and supporting her classmates.

Weiss continues to stay in-
volved through clubs like Best
Buddies, a program similar
to Friendship Circle. Despite
the physical distance from her

(Continued on page 42)



The Charlotte Jewish News - October 2024 - Page 39

Leading Ladies
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40 141 |42
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Across

1. Straight from the fac-
tory

4. Light touch

7. Part of a Seder

13. Brew the wrong
way?

14. Former intelligence
org.

15. Weather report warn-
ngs

16. First woman to lead
the Jewish people

18. Mini mother

19. Britain’s last King
Henry

20. Magen David Adom
destination, perhaps

21. Rashi says she was
a judge in the days of
16-Across

22. Last (independent)
Queen of the Jewish
people

26. Sci-fi beings

27. Some blades

28. Finish for “court” or
“her”

29. Not quite surrender
31. Acid used in antisep-
tics

33. Evil Queen of Judah
36. They can be pumped
or bumped

39. Avoidance

43.Ben  Chai

44. Some baseball
games end with them
46. Hebron to Jericho
dir.

47. Leader of Israel

50. Husband of
55-Across

51. You might make one
with an app

52. Foe of Saul

53. Where you can find
22-Across’s Street in Je-
rusalem

55. Evil Queen of Israel
58. Crispin of “Back to
the Future”

59. Before city or state
60. Rage

61. Stephen King horror
classic without supernat-
ural or alien beings

62. Talks, colloquially
63. Org. that might con-
fiscate a bottle

Down
1. Beatty or Kelly
2. Raise up

MAIN
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TRUST YOU NEED.
CHOICE YOU DESERVE.

Whether it is protecting your business, home or your family,

Main Street/Swimmer Insurance Group makes it a priority to

SWIMMER

CHARLOTTE, NC 28204

1523 ELIZARETH AVEMUE, SUITE 300

704.333.66594 | MAINSTREETINS.COM

Serving families and businesses in the Charlotte Jewish Community since 1953,

3. Most squiggly

4. A famous Amos

5. He ruled long before
33-Across

6. Sound you might hear
after an aliyah

7. Short appearances

8. Give notice

9. It’s a hint

10. Head of a Canadian
province

11. Georgia airport, for
short

12. Haifa to Efrat dir.
17. Stuff in a drum

20. Holy Land letters
21. Slangy pronoun

22. He ran from Iran
23.  sore spot

24. Pro-Bowl defensive
end Umenyiora
25. It’s home
47-Across Sq.

27. French Open divi-
sions

30. Subway resident

31. Calls from the flock
32. Circular cereal

34. 22-Across married
into this tribe

to

35. Indie folk band Bon

36. One of the holier
fruits

37. “Equal” prefix

38. Katz and Artzi

40. Dwell

41. Donkey relatives in
Asia

42. Cornhusker St.

44. Like messed-up
makeup

45. Carrier Lingus

48. Automatic transmis-
sion gear

49. Grace’s last name, on
“Will & Grace”

50. Timeline unit

52. Comic Ansari

53. Grand Casino letters
54. Winner of the Thrilla
in Manila

55. Where Rav Saul Li-
eberman taught, for short
56. Old intro to “long”
or “now”

57. Sheep meadow

(Answers on page 42)
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November 10, 2024
McAlpine Creek Park- Charlotte

North Carolina- 9am

CHARLOTTE
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- www.WalktoEndEpilepsy.org/CharlotteNC
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Moishe House Unvelils New Location in NoDa: A Fresh
Chapter in Community Building for Charlotte’s Young

Adults

By Dave Press

Moishe House is thrilled to
announce the opening of Moishe
Pod Charlotte, which officially
launched on Oct. 1, 2024, in the
vibrant NoDa neighborhood.
This latest iteration of Moishe
House programming in Charlotte
provides a welcoming space for
young adults to connect, engage,
and build lasting friendships
within our Jewish community.

At the heart of this new Pod
are residents Alexa Hulse and
Arianna Fronzaglia, both 22
years old and longtime friends
from Waxhaw, N.C. Their com-
mitment to fostering a supportive
and inclusive community will
shape the future of Jewish life
in Charlotte.

Meet the Residents:

Alexa Hulse is a social media
manager for “Lilith Magazine”
and “jGirls+ Magazine.” A re-
cent graduate of Hollins Uni-
versity, where she majored in
Gender and Women’s Studies,
Alexa discovered her passion for
community building through her
involvement in Near East Fine
Arts and the Jewish Students Al-
liance. “I began connecting with
my Jewish identity during my in-
ternship with ‘Lilith Magazine”
and fell in love with Jewish tradi-
tion,” she reflects. Alexa has also
worked as a teen mentor at Beth
Israel Synagogue in Roanoke,
Virginia, leading discussions on

the weekly Parshah, and is now a
religious school teacher at Tem-
ple Beth El. Currently learning
Hebrew, she hopes to learn Yid-
dish soon. In her free time, Alexa
enjoys matcha lattes, writing po-
etry, swimming, and stargazing.

Arianna Fronzaglia, also from
Waxhaw, recently graduated
from Appalachian State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing. She is starting
her career in a nurse residency
program at a hospital in uptown
Charlotte, where she will work
in various adult acute care units.
“I was raised in an interfaith
household and a predominantly
Christian community,” Arianna
shares. “I am eager to connect
more with my Jewish roots and
build a network among other
Jewish people who have had
similar experiences.” In her free
time, Arianna enjoys reading and
exploring new hobbies as she
settles into her new role.

Alexa and Arianna are ded-
icated to creating an inclusive
environment for young Jewish
adults, where individuals can
gather, celebrate Jewish tradi-
tions, and forge meaningful con-
nections. They envision hosting
events that cater to diverse inter-
ests and backgrounds, ensuring
that everyone feels welcome in
this new community.

Moishe House is committed to
engaging Jewish young adults in

Hurricane

(Continued from page 34)

control the weather, an antisemit-
ic trope peddled by Republican
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene,
who has apologized for her past
embrace of the theory that the
Rothschild family used space
lasers to cause wildfires. She
echoed the trope again last week.

“Yes they can control the
weather,” she said Thursday on
X. “It’s ridiculous for anyone to
lie and say it can’t be done.”

Within two days, her tweet be-
came a joke on Saturday Night
Live. “I don’t know who ‘they’
is, but it has been a suspiciously
nice Rosh HaShanah weekend,”
said comedian Michael Che
during the “Weekend Update”
segment.

Government officials say X
remains one of the most efficient
means for the government to get
out information to the public,
but it has also become a nexus
for falsehoods, antisemitism and
other forms of bigotry — partic-
ularly since Elon Musk bought
the platform formerly known as
Twitter in 2022 and weakened or
removed guardrails around hate
speech and disinformation.

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of
the Anti-Defamation League,
mentioned the attacks on Man-

heimer and others when he ap-
peared on Sunday on CNN to
discuss the spike in antisemitism
in the year since the Oct. 7, 2023
Hamas invasion of Israel.

“There has been an avalanche
of antisemitic conspiracies di-
rected at the mayor, directed at
FEMA, as if somehow the Mos-
sad is involved in distributing
disaster relief,” he said.

Amy Spitalnick, the CEO of
the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, a national public policy
group, said antisemitism and ef-
forts to undermine government
went hand in hand. “Antise-
mitic conspiracy theories are
intended to sow distrust in our
government and our democracy
— leading directly to harassment
and threats against Jews and ulti-
mately making all of us unsafe,”
she said.

Rothenberg said the only role
her Judaism played was in moti-
vating her to public service.

“Judaism teaches you the
importance of helping others,”
she said. “And I am determined
to continue helping people and
making sure they have access to
support from our agency.”

L Lisith

Alexa Hulse

wid

meaningful ways, empowering
them to be the creators of their
own communities. Through an
ecosystem of interconnected
programs — Moishe Houses and
Pods, Immersive Jewish Learn-
ing, and Moishe House Without
Walls MHWOW) — this model
ensures that Jewish young adults
around the world have access to
gatherings nearly every night of
the week.

Since establishing a presence
in Charlotte in 2013, Moishe
House has reached over 16,000
young adults across the Caroli-
nas through more than 1,100 di-
verse programs. This has enabled
emerging Jewish leaders in the
region to create meaningful, wel-
coming communities for them-
selves and their peers by hosting
ongoing events.

The opening of this new
Moishe Pod in Charlotte comes

Arianna Fronzaglia

at an important time, as many
young Jewish adults seek spac-
es to explore their identities and
build connections. In light of
rising antisemitism and social
divisions, this Pod symbolizes a
commitment to cultivating a re-
silient and vibrant Jewish com-
munity in the Queen City.
Alexa and Arianna expressed
their excitement for this new
chapter, emphasizing their desire
to create a home that embodies
warmth, support, and inclusivi-
ty. “We want to make our space
feel like a true community hub,
where everyone can come to-
gether and celebrate our shared
values and traditions,” they said.
Moishe Pod Charlotte has al-
ready begun fostering communi-
ty connections through its initial
events. The residents kicked off
their programming with a "New
Year, New Pod" Rosh HaShanah

Happy Hour at Rosie's Coffee &
Wine Garden, where attendees
enjoyed wine, apples, honey,
and challah to celebrate the new
year and the start of this excit-
ing venture. They also hosted a
Sukkot-themed Sunday picnic at
First Ward Park, featuring festive
fall snacks and crafts, bringing
people together in a joyous at-
mosphere.

Looking ahead, Moishe Pod
Charlotte has plans for various
programs, including Shabbat
dinners, cultural events, and
opportunities for volunteerism.
This initiative aims to enrich the
lives of its residents while pos-
itively impacting the broader
Charlotte Jewish community.

As Moishe Pod Charlotte
begins this journey, we invite
the community to support its
mission. To learn more about
upcoming events, connect with
residents, or contribute to the
Pod’s activities, visit moishe-
house.org. Your involvement
can help strengthen and enrich
our Jewish community, ensuring
that young adults have a place
to gather, celebrate, and express
their identities. Together, let’s
build a bright future for Jewish
life in Charlotte!

MOISHE
HOUSE ‘

Daniel A. Lewis
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Friendship Circle

(Continued from page 38)

hometown, she remains connected
to the friends she made during her
time with Friendship Circle. Weiss
explains, “I am always tempted to
visit because of how welcoming and
friendly everyone is. [ also love be-
ing able to hang out with Lexi and
so many other friends!”

Looking ahead, Weiss plans to
apply her experiences with Friend-
ship Circle to her future career path.
“Overall, being a part of these or-
ganizations has helped make me
who I am today and has helped me
grow as a person. I have made so
many long-lasting friendships and
connections throughout my time
in these organizations, and I am so

(Puzzle on page 39)

thankful for all of these experienc-
es. I can confidently say that this
is the line of work I will do in the
future,” she expressed with passion
and certainty.

Weiss’s story is a testament to the
long-lasting impact that Friendship
Circle has on its participants, prov-
ing that the friendships and lessons
learned extend far beyond the pro-
gram, shaping futures and strength-
ening communities.

Friendship Circle is a beneficia-
ry agency of Jewish Federation of
Greater Charlotte. To learn more,
visit Friendshipcirclenc.org.
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Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our history. The following in an excerpt from the article in The Char-
lotte Jewish News, November, 1989. To read the rest of the article and other issues of The CJN, visit the archives at https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/
charlotte-jewish-news-charlotte-nc/.

Looking Back: Year 1989
Helping Hands Offered During Hurricane Hugo’s Havoc

By Rita Mond

Everyone has experienced
firsthand the havoc that Hur-
ricane Hugo brought to the
Carolinas. The only good
thing that came out of it
was the “brotherhood” that
was shown to all its victims.
Neighbors helped neighbors,
work crews came in from
near and far. Food, clothing,
and money were distributed
to those in need. People are
still helping in many capac-
ities, and it will probably
take a year or years in some
cases to get back to normal.
All those who have given
unselfishly of their time and
resources must be commend-
ed for all that they have done.

Among the many individu-
als and groups who have aid-
ed residents in Charlotte and
Charleston has been B’nai
B’rith Women.

Here in Charlotte, BBW’s
Charlotte Chapter had its

members call other members,
friends, and neighbors to de-
termine whom they could
help. They collected food and
clothing for our community
and have been sending ne-
cessities to Charleston. Abbe
Bryan, a steering committee
member of the chapter, said,
“We’re working with oth-
er groups that have rented
18-wheelers to take clothes,
food, and baby food to cen-
ters.” The members have do-
nated the food, clothing, and
money to the effort.

BBW’s HaLailah Chap-
ter has sent gift baskets of
food and staples to Jewish
families in Charleston which
helped them celebrate Rosh
HaShanah. Randy DeFilipp,
chairman of the project, said
that gift baskets were pre-
pared with the contributions
of Jewish merchants across
the country and sent to fam-
ilies within two days after

the hurricane. The baskets
included salamis, challahs,
honey cakes, and sabbath
candles. Other Jewish mer-
chants across the country
have been contacted for fur-
ther contributions.

Members of BBW’s Co-
lumbia, S.C. chapter made
hundreds of phone calls in
conjunction with local syn-
agogue sisterhoods to de-
termine what was needed in
Charleston. Three van loads
of food and supplies were de-
livered to Charleston within
a week after the hurricane.
Leaders of the effort drove
five hours to bring eight cases
of wine, 300 challas, bushels
of apples, batteries, charcoal,
and bandages to the Charles-
ton Jewish Community Cen-
ter. “It was wonderful to see
how fast people came and
brought,” Heidi Lovit, pres-
ident of Columbia Chapter
said. “We felt strong, espe-
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cially because of the Jewish
holidays. I think they need-
ed a little spirit lifting. Just
showing them we cared and
helped.”

The Charlotte Jewish
Community Center played
an important role during the
electrical outages by provid-
ing shower facilities for all in
the community who needed
it. They also had food avail-
able for the many people
who availed themselves of
the JCC’s facilities. Special
camps were held for the chil-
dren while school was out.
The JCC was like a “home
away from home.”

The Jewish Family Ser-
vices was busy collecting
food and money for families
who were hard hit during Hu-
go’s reign. The temples also
put out please for donations
of food and collected tons for
the needy.

We had many heroes and

heroines during the storm.
Too many to recognize and
thank individually. There
were some who took families
into their homes; others who
gave their time to cook meals,
babysit, cut down trees, and
put tarps on roofs. Our hats
go off to the tireless efforts of
Duke Power. Southern Bell,
Cablevision and their crews
as well as the work crews
from out of town. They have
an are still doing a magnifi-
cent job in all this upheaval.

With all the bad that is hap-
pening in this world, all the
destruction that transpires,
there is still a glimmer of
hope when we see “neigh-
bor helping neighbor” and
the “brotherly love” that still
prevails.
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VOTE

DATES & DEADLINES

OCT. 11: VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE (5 P.M.).*

OCT. 17: IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING BEGINS; SAME-DAY REGISTRATION AVAILABLE.
OCT. 29: ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST DEADLINE (5 P.M.).*

NOV. 2: IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING ENDS (3 P.M.).

NOV. 5: GENERAL ELECTION DAY. POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 6:30AM - 7:30PM.
NOV. 5: ABSENTEE BALLOT RETURN DEADLINE (7:30 P.M.).*

Offices up for election in 2024 include the following:

U.S. President/Vice President, U.S. House of Representatives, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, State Auditor,
State Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Attorney General, Agriculture Commissioner, Labor Commissioner, Insurance
Commissioner, State Senator, State Representative, N.C. Supreme Court Justice, N.C. Court of Appeals Judge, Superior Court Judge,
District Court Judge, District Attorney, County Commissioner, Clerk of Superior Court, Register of Deeds

Many counties have elections for boards of commissioners and boards of education. A number of municipalities also have elections for
mayor and seats on the municipal governing board.

REGISTER TO VOTE
> > > WWW.NCSBE.GOV/REGISTERING
NOT SURE WHERE TO VOTE?

Voter Search
(including polling place, and sample ballot)

WWW.HTTPS://VT.NCSBE.GOV/REGLKUP/

MECKLENBURG COUNTY Of -0
> > > Mecklenburg County Specific Voting Information

5

WWW.VOTE.MECKNC.GOV E

NOVEMBER o
2024 [
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w Federation ' <
of Greater Charlotte

SEE YOU AT THE POLLS




