
By Gale Osborne
Charlotte Jewish Day School 

(CJDS) was recently awarded 
a $245,000 Legacy Learning 
Lab Challenge Grant for “Ren-
ovation for Innovation.”  This 
grant will allow CJDS to create 
a dedicated S.T.E.A.M. (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) learning space that 
meets the needs and challenges 
of 21st-century education and 
programming. This design, en-
gineering, and innovation lab 
will be the cornerstone of the 
expansion for grades 6, 7 and 8, 
creating a state-of-the-art pro-
gramming focus for students. 

The design and engineering 
lab will promote collaboration 
and global competencies in an 
environment where students can 
address real-world challenges. 
Following a student-centered 

approach to learning that gives 
them input on what and how 
they learn, our students will be 
empowered to be active partici-
pants in their education. In this 
new space, they will brainstorm, 
research, design, and build their 
own solutions to problems, pre-
paring them for future education-
al and career challenges. 

“At CJDS, our focus is on 

what is best for the child,” said 
Mariashi Groner, CJDS head of 
school. “Student-led learning has 
shown to engage students and 
provide the opportunity for im-
portant problem-solving skills, 
relying on communication and 
collaboration and the process of 
discovery. We have been work-

As part of its 25th anniversary 
celebration, the Foundation for 
the Charlotte Jewish Community 
(FCJC) has established the Don-
ald H. Bernstein Distinguished 
Service Award to honor its first 
board chair, Don Bernstein, and 
has named Michael Marsicano, 
president and CEO of Founda-
tion For The Carolinas (FFTC), 
as its first recipient. The award 
was announced at FCJC’s Com-
munity Legacy Celebration and 
Annual Meeting held on August 
28, attended by community leg-
acy donors, FCJC fund holders, 
and organizational leaders. 

In establishing the award, 
FCJC recognized both Bernstein 
and Marsicano for their outstand-
ing leadership and exemplary 
service to the advancement of 
FCJC and its role in promoting 
philanthropy and sustaining the 
Charlotte Jewish community. 
The award will be given on oc-
casions to recognize significant 
and extraordinary contributions 
to the organization. 

Announcing the establishment 
of the award, and accepting it 
on Mr. Bernstein’s behalf, was 
Phil Warshauer, FCJC executive 
director. “Don was humbled 
when I told him and Bobbi that 
the award has been established 
in his name to honor and thank 
him,” said Warshauer. “His first 
response was, ‘Why me?’ My 
response was, ‘Who else?’ I re-

minded him that he is our found-
er, our first board chair, and has 
always been our biggest advo-
cate. It could be said that FCJC 
was Don’s dream and vision.”  

“I am truly honored for the 
recognition of having my name 
associated with this award,” said 
Bernstein. “I am sorry that med-
ical issues prevent me from be-
ing with you this evening. I am 
proud to have participated and 
witnessed FCJC’s growth and 
the influence it has had in our 
community.”

Michael Marsicano, who has 
served on the FCJC Board for 
the past 23 years, was recognized 
for his advocacy and support for 
FCJC and Charlotte’s Jewish 
community. “Michael’s contribu-
tions and support of FCJC have 
been boundless, often taking 
place below the radar,” remarked 
Warshauer. “Over the years, Mi-
chael has served as trusted coun-
sel to me and other FCJC leaders, 
like Don, along with other donors 
and professionals who led our 
Jewish community.” Marsica-
no, who has served as president 
and CEO of Foundation For The 
Carolinas since 1999, will retire 
from the organization in January. 

“It is an honor to me to have 
Michael named as the first recip-
ient of the Donald H. Bernstein 
Distinguished Service Award,” 
said Bernstein. “Our relationship 
with Michael goes back to his 

days leading the Arts & Science 
Council. FCJC was in its infan-
cy when we came to FFTC. His 
accomplishments at FFTC speak 
for themselves, but throughout 
the years, he has always been a 

staunch supporter of FCJC and 
has assisted us in growing to 
where we are today. I remember 
those early board meetings and 
the advice he offered to a young 
organization with big dreams. I 

look forward to having the op-
portunity to shake his hand in 
person to congratulate him on 
all his accomplishments and his 
new life in retirement.”

“I am honored and humbled 
to receive the Donald H. Ber-
nstein Distinguished Service 
Award from the Foundation for 
the Charlotte Jewish Communi-
ty,” said Marsicano. “Don is one 
of my heroes, and to have my 
name associated with his legacy 
is priceless to me. As someone 
who has worked closely with 
the FCJC board, Phil, and his 
whole team throughout my time 
at FFTC, I know the meaning-
ful and lasting impact they have 
had on our community. I cannot 
thank them enough for this hon-
or, which I will cherish.”
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Phil Warshauer presents Michael Marsicano the first Donald H. Bernstein Dis-
tinguished Service Award at FCJC annual meeting.



My first job was scooping ice 
cream at 12 years old at Polar 
Bear Ashburns for $2 an hour. 
(That’s a lie. My first job was 
standing on the corner in the Tex-
as heat in a polar bear costume. 
I was promoted to ice cream 
scooping.) That was where Mr. 
Waters taught me foundational 
life skills and values that endure 
to this day.

He taught me to have a strong 
work ethic. From him I learned 
the infamous “Time to lean is time 
to clean,” which any restaurant or 
retail worker will recognize, and 
which really means, “You’re here 
to work. Stay busy and find some-
thing to do.” He was teaching me 
to have a work ethic, but he was 
also teaching that there is always 
an opportunity to make things 
around me better.

He taught me sales. “Ask them 
if they want two scoops or three,” 

he instructed. The customers 
would laugh — but they bought 
two scoops almost every time. He 
was teaching me the art of up-
selling, but he was also teaching 
me to surprise them by anticipat-
ing their wants and giving them 
more than they expected. 

He taught me the proper way to 
greet a customer. Always watch 
the door for incoming customers, 
stop what you’re doing, make eye 
contact, and greet them. He was 
teaching me customer service, 
but he was also teaching me how 
to make people feel seen and wel-
comed. 

It might seem as if he was 
teaching me a strong work eth-
ic, sales, and how to greet a cus-
tomer, but what he was in fact 
teaching me was something far 
more important — how to be of 
service. How to be a better human 
being. I’ve always believed that 
the world would be a kinder place 
if everyone worked in customer 
service at least once in their life-
time.

Over the years, I advanced 
from ice cream scooper to man-
agement in various restaurants 
and retail establishments, and I 
always tried to carry with me the 
lessons Mr. Waters taught. And I 
learned a few of my own that I 
hope I have passed on. 

One of the most meaningful, 
however, was the profound op-
portunity presented by that initial 

greeting. When someone walks 
into an establishment, we say, 
“How may I help you?” Too often 
that question is an absent-mind-
ed, automatic greeting at best.  
But I noticed that when I paused 
first, became present, and asked 
the question, “How may I help 
you?,” with (and here’s the im-
portant part) a true desire to hear 
the answer and intention to act 
upon it, amazing things followed. 
The simplest of them was that I 
was taken out of myself, even if 
only for a few moments. And in 
those moments, my own prob-
lems seemed to evaporate in the 
warmth of serving someone else. 
The simplest of interactions could 
then take on profound meaning. 

Years ago when I was work-
ing at a women’s clothing store, 
a woman named Abby came in 
to shop. I asked with sincerity, 
“How may I help you,” pausing 
while I looked into her eyes and 
genuinely listened for her reply. 
We would discover together that 
the answer was much deeper than 
either of us had initially thought. 
She was recovering from a dou-

ble mastectomy and could not lift 
her arms to try on clothes with-
out help. Surprising both of us, 
she allowed me into her dressing 
room and, with ultimate vulner-
ability, allowed me to help her 
slowly undress and slide a new 
blouse over her head.

When she turned to look at her 
reflection, she began to cry. She 
told me that she felt beautiful for 
the first time since her surgery 
and that, until that moment, she 
had not wanted to even look at 
herself in the mirror. 

We sat together for a half-hour 
in that dressing room not much 
larger than a photo booth while 
she told me her story. I’m positive 
if my question had been a rote 
phrase uttered out of obligation or 
habit, she might have found her 
blouse — but she wouldn’t have 
gotten what she needed.

As I moved away from posi-
tions that had “customer service” 
in their titles, I took the lessons 
learned with me. I’ve discovered 
that any job can be a customer 
service job and that most inter-
actions are infused with deep-

er meaning when the question 
“How may I help you” is where 
I begin, whether spoken aloud or 
not. I’d like to think that being 
the managing editor of The Char-
lotte Jewish News is more than 
managing deadlines and fixing 
dangling modifiers. I try to keep 
in mind my “customers”: the 
agencies represented within that 
have important stories to tell, the 
readers who rely on the paper to 
deliver relevant information, the 
advertisers who trust us to help 
them build their businesses, even 
my employer and co-workers. 
With each of these customers I 
try to ask, “How may I help you?” 

Much like my experience with 
Abby, I have had some surprising 
answers and developed rewarding 
relationships as a result of pos-
ing this question. And I’d like to 
think it makes me better at my 
job as well. 

I’ve always said that I wish 
everyone could work in custom-
er service at least once in their 
lifetime, and I’ve learned that if 
we’re asking the right question 
— we can.
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Robert R. Wells 
Special Agent in Charge 
Charlotte FBI Field Office 
7915 Microsoft Way 
Charlotte, NC 28273 

Dear SAC Wells, 

 
August 30, 2022 

Shalom Park 
Jewish Community 

Leaders 
 

Charlotte Jewish Day School 
Stacy Gorelick/Board President 
Adina Loewensteiner/Board 
President 
Mariashi Groner/Executive 
Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has always had a close and enduring 
relationship with the Shalom Park Jewish community and the Jewish agencies, 
schools, and synagogues on Shalom Park. You have been a steadfast partner and 
shared our resolve to combat hatred, bigotry, antisemitism, intolerance and 
extremism. The FBI has supported the Jewish community through some of our 
darkest days, including recently the Tree of Life synagogue attack in Pittsburgh 
and Congregation Beth Israel hostage event in Colleyville. The Charlotte Jewish 
community has never taken for granted your support of our shared endeavor to 
protect Shalom Park and the broader Jewish community from all potential 
threats. 

 
It is because of our profound respect and strong relationship, that the Shalom 
Park Jewish community is compelled to express our deep support of the FBI as 
you receive a growing number of threats. These unfounded attacks, either 
through physical actions or verbal threats, on the integrity of the FBI Special 
Agents are a grave disservice to the men and women who sacrifice so much to 
protect others. The attempted attack on the FBI field office of Cincinnati is both 
terrifying and unacceptable. 

 
These acts of violence and threats against the FBI - and all law enforcement - 
underscore the real danger behind extremist threats and the people who are 
fanning flames of discontent. Every day the men and women of the FBI do their 
jobs professionally with rigor and a fierce commitment to your mission of 
protecting the American people of all faiths and upholding the Constitution. The 
Shalom Park Jewish community is proud to stand with you and we condemn all 
threats and violence against our partners and friends at the FBI. 

 
With our deepest respect, 
The Shalom Park Jewish Community Leaders 

Charlotte Jewish Preschool 
Jeff Richek/Board President 
Brooke Amo/Executive Director 

 
Foundation of Shalom Park 
Richard Glaser/Board President 
Terri Beattie/Executive Director 
Michael Philbeck/Security 
Director 

 
Jewish Family Services 
Jennifer Golynsky/Board 
President 
Howard Olshansky/Executive 
Director 

 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte 
Risa Miller/Board President 
Sue Worrel/CEO 

 
Levine Jewish Community 
Center 
Lisa Levinson/Board President 
Stephen Smith/Interim CEO 

 
Temple Beth El 
Alan Kronovet/Board President 
Asher Knight/Senior Rabbi 
Jonathan Friedman/COO 

 
Temple Israel 
Amy Udoff/Board President 
Michael Wolk/Senior Rabbi 
Karen Turk/Executive Director 

 

  
 

   

An Open Letter to the FBI 
From Shalom Park Jewish Community Leaders



Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte CEO Sue Worrel will 
be honored at this year’s Interna-
tional Lion of Judah Conference 
(ILOJC) with the Kipnis-Wilson 
Friedland Award. The presti-
gious, internationally recognized 
award distinguishes extraordi-
nary women who have set a high 
standard for philanthropy and 
volunteerism in their community. 
Worrel was selected by her peers 
in the Charlotte community as a 
“woman of valor” with a lifetime 
commitment to the Jewish world. 

“I am deeply honored to be 
presented with the Kipnis-Wil-
son Friedland Award this year as 
a representative of all the import-
ant work being done in Charlotte 
to strengthen our Jewish commu-
nity,” said Worrel. “The Lions of 
Judah is an incredible sisterhood 
making a key philanthropic im-
pact on the world, and I am proud 
to be a part of this vital work in 
our community.”

The Lions of Judah are the 

most dynamic philanthropic 
Jewish women in the world, set-
ting a high standard of leadership 
and giving. They play a vital 
role in creating social justice, 
aiding vulnerable populations, 

preserving human dignity, and 
building Jewish identity. The 
Kipnis-Wilson Friedland Award 
was created as a tribute to Norma 
Kipnis-Wilson and Toby Fried-
land, who co-founded the Feder-
ation’s Lion of Judah society in 
1972. More than 18,000 women 
around the world are proud Li-
ons of Judah, each donating at 
least $5,000 to her local Jewish 
Federation every year. Since its 
founding, $590 million has been 
placed into endowment funds to 
invest in future generations of 
Lions. 

“Sue is a magnificent example 
of the Lions of Judah mission put 
into action, and we are thrilled to 
be able to recognize her strong 
impact on the Charlotte Jewish 
community,” said Lisa Strause 
Levinson, Lion of Judah chair. 
“The Lions of Judah have risen 
to every challenge facing our 
global community for the past 
50 years and plan to continue 
doing so for the next 50 years as 

we develop a new generation of 
givers and philanthropists.”

The International Lion of 
Judah Conference will be held 
December 11–13 in Phoenix, 
Arizona. More than 1,000 Lions 
will gather to celebrate the Lions 
of Judah 50-year anniversary of 
extraordinary influence and fos-
tering thriving Jewish communi-
ties around the world. 

“I am excited to come together 
as a community of strong female 
Jewish leaders and philanthro-
pists in December,” added Wor-
rel. “It is an honor to be consid-
ered a part of the legacy of the 
Lions of Judah.”

The 2022 conference will also 
address the most critical issues 
the Jewish people face in the 

United States and abroad, includ-
ing the mental health of Jewish 
communities, the continuing rise 
of violent antisemitism, and the 
critical needs of the Jewish pop-
ulation in Ukraine. Attendees 
will be joined by philanthropy 
leaders; experts in religion, cul-
ture, art, business, and politics; 
innovators; and entrepreneurs to 
explore how Lions can have an 
impact in the coming year. 

To learn more about the Li-
ons of Judah, visit https://www.
jewishfederations.org/how-we-
help/power-philanthropy/wom-
ens-philanthropy/lion-of-judah. 
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704.247.3033 
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Since 1974, we have assisted community 
families and businesses with:
• Group Benefits
• Life, Disability & Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Business Planning & 

Executive Benefits
• Medicare Plans & Annuities
As part of the Windermere 
Insurance Group, Greenspon & 
Associates can now also help with:
• Home & Auto
• Commerical 

Business Insurance
• Risk Management Services

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

Andrew is an award-
winning agent ready to 
assist in your real estate 
journey. Named in the Top 
1% of All Real Estate Agents 
in 2021 by Real Trends. 
In addition,  Andrew is 
an involved member and 
leader in our Charlotte 
Jewish community.

Buying, Selling 
or Relocating?

Andrew Rosen team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker under the name 
"Compass South Carolina, LLC" in South Carolina and under the name "Compass" in North Carolina and abides 
by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Andrew Rosen 
andrew.rosen@compass.com 
M: 704.604.4756 | O: 704.234.7880

Sue Worrel To Receive Kipnis-Wilson Friedland Award 
at International Lion of Judah Conference

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

JFGC Introduces New Jewish 
Community Relations Council Staff

Sue Worrel

To address the growing needs 
of the Charlotte Jewish com-
munity, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte is pleased to 
announce that Douglas Greene 
has been named government 
relations and public affairs as-
sociate and that Noah Goldman 
has been named Israel and global 
Jewry associate.

In this newly created role, 
Douglas will work to develop 
relationships with elected local, 
state, and federal officials and 
to engage a broad cross-section 
of the Charlotte community in 
efforts to counter antisemitism, 
combat the delegitimization of 
Israel, and push forward policy 
that addresses the Charlotte Jew-
ish community’s needs.

A former North Carolina edu-
cator, Douglas plans to continue 
developing his passions for so-
cial justice and Holocaust edu-
cation and for creating change 
among his community and peers 
through Federation’s Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
(JCRC). During his teaching 
career, Douglas participated in 
the Greensboro Jewish Federa-
tion’s Holocaust and Jewish Re-
sistance Summer Teacher’s Pro-
gram; served as a teacher leader 
for Centropa, a European-based 
organization focused on Jewish 
life and culture; and was an inau-
gural teacher leader president of 
the UNC WorldView program. 
He also played a principal role 
in developing the North Caroli-

na curriculum on Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies.

Douglas commented, “Per-
sonally, I am deeply honored 
to be able to share my passion 
here at the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte, and I look 
forward to being part of such an 
amazing community and organi-
zation.”

In Noah’s newly created role, 
he will focus on building strong 
and dynamic relationships be-
tween the Charlotte Jewish com-
munity, Israel, and global Jewry 
by building local Israel educa-
tion and engagement, addressing 
antisemitism and anti-Israel sen-
timent in Charlotte, and foster-
ing a sense of Jewish pride in the 
community through the Outshine 
Hate initiative.

Noah most recently served as 
the coordinator of Jewish life at 
Queens University of Charlotte. 
During his time at Queens, Noah 
worked to create Jewish life pro-
grams, forge interfaith partner-

ships, and grow Jewish life on 
campus. Noah also previously 
worked for Jewish Family Ser-
vices to provide programming 
and assistance to Jewish seniors 
in the Charlotte area.

Noah states, “I am no strang-
er to antisemitism, anti-Zionism, 
and hatred, having witnessed it 
and, on occasion, being a re-
cipient of it in high school and 
university environments. I have 
seen how hate has harmed and 
degraded individuals, and it can 
feel soul-crushing. It is because 
of these experiences that I am 
happy to play a role in the Out-
shine Hate initiative with Fed-
eration. I am looking forward to 
doing more than speaking out--
to actively working to fight hate 
and help make Charlotte a safer 
place for everyone.”

Douglas and Noah will report 
to Tair Giudice, chief impact of-
ficer. 

Douglas Greene Noah Goldman
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Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte

With the recent increase in 
reported local antisemitic inci-
dents, Federation is committed 
to putting an end to antisemi-
tism and anti-Israel hatred by 
educating and uniting the local 
community through our Jewish 
Community Relations Council’s 
Outshine Hate initiative.

We are pleased to announce 
that Glenda Bernhardt and Emily 
Zimmern will serve as co-chairs 
of this vital initiative. In their 
roles, Glenda and Emily will 
lead Federation’s efforts in work-
ing with our local community to 
put an end to the antisemitism 
and anti-Israel hate. 

“I think we have the oppor-
tunity to make a significant and 
sustained impact in the Charlotte 
Jewish community,” stated Glen-
da Bernhardt. “We must ensure 
that members of our communi-
ty — teens, parents, educators, 
and others — are equipped with 
the information they need to re-
spond thoughtfully and accurate-
ly when faced with challenging 
situations.”

Glenda Bernhardt is chief 
executive officer of Freedom 
School Partners in Charlotte 
and previously served as the 
executive director of Temple 
Israel. Glenda takes great pride 
in being involved in the com-
munity and currently serves as 
a member of the Board of Di-
rectors for the Foundation for 
the Charlotte Jewish Communi-
ty. As a longtime leader within 
the Jewish community, Glenda 
looks forward to co-chairing the 
Outshine Hate initiative together 
with Emily to connect with the 
wider Charlotte community to 
create positive change by fight-

ing antisemitism and anti-Israel 
hatred.

“The work of Outshine Hate 
is urgent and important,” added 
Emily Zimmern. “By proudly 
living our Jewish values, we will 
contribute to a thriving, dynam-
ic Jewish community and play 
an important role in shaping an 
inclusive Charlotte where all 
residents are free from fear of 
hatred. In the challenging work 
ahead, I foresee great possibili-
ties and invite all members of the 
community to take part in this 
initiative.”

Growing up in Louisiana in 
the segregated South of the 1950s 
and 1960s, Emily Zimmern was 
inspired by the courageous ex-
ample of participants in the civil 
rights movement who took great 
risks to bring freedom to places 
it had never been before. From 
1995 to 2015, Emily served as 
the CEO and executive director 
of Levine Museum of the New 
South and became an active par-

ticipant in the civic engagement 
of Charlotte.

Long active in community af-
fairs, Emily has held leadership 
positions on numerous local and 
state nonprofit boards and civic 
commissions. She is the former 
president of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Charlotte and co-
chair of United Jewish Appeal’s 
Young Leadership Cabinet. She 
currently serves on the board of 
the Foundation for the Charlotte 
Jewish Community and a com-
mittee of the start-up Heart of a 
Nation. 

If you are interested in be-
coming involved with Outshine 
Hate, please contact Tair Guid-
ice, chief impact officer.

Glenda Bernhardt and Emily 
Zimmern Named Co-Chairs 
of Federation’s Outshine 
Hate Initiative

ing toward this goal over the past 
few years, but this grant will en-
able us to have the appropriate 
dedicated space available to our 
staff and students following a 
special curriculum or to support 
special projects or interests as 
they arise. We are honored that 
the Legacy Foundation has the 
confidence in our school and our 
vision to entrust us with a grant 
of this size.” 

The lab will be on the third 
floor of the current CJDS build-
ing. It will be an adaptable, col-
laborative space with mobile 
desks and chairs as well as 3-D 
printers, robotics, and tools for 
grades 4-8. 

A strong STEAM program re-
quires a strong STEAM teacher. 
We are pleased to welcome Rick 
Isham to our CJDS team. Rick 
was hired to lead the science 
curriculum for grades 3-6 as our 
first full-time STEAM instructor. 
He joins CJDS with 19 years of 
teaching experience with exper-
tise in STEAM education and 
will lead the design, engineering, 
and innovation programming.   

The grant, which provides 
funds for both a rigorous plan-
ning process and construction, 
must be matched by our com-
munity. We already have sev-
eral committed donors excited 
to help CJDS achieve this cut-

ting-edge addition to our already 
exemplary education. Opportu-
nities are still available if inter-
ested. The goal is to have the 
room ready for the start of the 
2023 school year.  

CJDS currently serves stu-
dents in grades TK-6, growing 
to TK-7 in 2023. For more in-
formation, contact gosborne@
cjdschool.org. 

CJDS 
(Continued from page 1   )

Emily Zimmern Glenda Bernhardt

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte is pleased to announce 
the staff additions of Madelyn 
Slaten as accounting associate 
and Michelle Stilwell as exec-
utive assistant and project man-
ager.  

A recent graduate of Missis-
sippi State University with a 
degree in accounting, Madelyn 
will provide accounting, finan-
cial, and operational services in 
support of all Federation depart-

ments and functions. 
With more than 25 years of 

experience, Michelle will pro-
vide administrative, program-
matic, and operational support 
and project management to the 
Federation CEO, executive 
team, and board of trustees. 

Madelyn and Michelle report 
to Cheri Martin, chief financial 
and administrative officer. 

JFGC Welcomes 
New Staff Members

Michelle Stilwell Madelyn Slaten

Melton

Classes Starting
October 26th

Pluralistic Adult Learning
FOR THOSE SEEKING A MORE MEANINGFUL
JEWISH LIFE

Melton Charlotte is a collaboration 
between the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Charlotte’s Center for 
Jewish Education, Temple Israel, 

and Temple Beth El.

For more information go to 
www.meltonschool.org/charlotte



By Debby Block
One of my all-time favorite 

authors is the award-winning 
author Eric A. Kimmel, who has 
truly mastered the art of adapting 
and retelling folktales. Known as 
a “teller of tales,” Dr. Kimmel 
has more than 120 published 
books, including 27 selected by 
PJ Library as top-quality Jewish 
children’s books!

Kimmel’s stories celebrate 
legends and myths from all over 
the world. He has retold Europe-
an folktales and Grimm’s fairy-
tales as well as tales from Africa, 
China, Mexico, and Japan. But 
the most precious gift Kimmel 
has given Jewish children and 
adults alike is the retelling and 
preservation of Yiddish and Jew-
ish classics. 

I was beyond thrilled that the 
prestigious children’s author Eric 
Kimmel granted me an interview 
for this article:

Debby Block: I understand 
that your maternal grandmother 
influenced your storytelling? 
Can you tell me more about that?

Eric Kimmel: My grand-
mother immigrated to the United 
States from what is now Western 
Ukraine. Since she shared our 
home in Brooklyn, New York, 
we spent a lot of time togeth-
er, so much so that I learned to 
speak Yiddish. My grandmother 
was an amazing storyteller, and 
she imbued me with a sense of 
wonder, magic and mystery. As 
I write books, I want to share that 
sense of love and wonder with 
today’s children. 

DB: “The Tartar’s Sword” 
was your first published book. 
Did you write other books be-
fore that? 

EK: I always dreamed of writ-
ing, but when I was growing up 
in the 1950s, it was not accept-
able to aspire to be an author. My 
parents wanted me to be a doctor, 
and I did pursue that path for a 
bit. During my graduate studies, 
however, I took a class in chil-
dren’s literature. It was like I had 
stepped into the magical land of 
Oz with all its colors. From that 
moment, I fell in love with chil-
dren’s literature!

I was forwarded an advertise-
ment from Harper and Row Pub-
lishers saying that it was looking 
for fresh, new children’s litera-

ture. I called the publishers to see 
what they were looking for, and 
they asked me to send a chapter. 
I wrote one chapter — and only 
one chapter — from a book I had 
not as yet written and submitted 
it. Happily, they asked to see the 
entire book. From only one chap-
ter in the middle, I then had to 
complete the beginning and the 
end of the book. Eventually that 
became my first book “The Tar-
tar’s Sword” published in 1974.

DB: One of my favorite char-
acters from your books is Her-
schel of Ostropol. Do you have 
a character who is closest to your 
heart?

EK: Yes, Hershele (little Her-
schel, in Yiddish) is my favorite 
character as well. Hershel sto-
ries remind me of all the tales 

my grandmother used to share. 
Even though Hershel may seem 
like a ne’er-do-well, he challeng-
es the norm of the times, whether 
it is the rabbis or even Talmudic 
logic, and his heart is always in 
the right place. 

DB: Hershel of Ostropol is 
the main character of several of 
your books, but perhaps the most 
famous is your award-winning 
“Herschel and Hanukkah Gob-
lins” in which Herschel tricks the 
evil goblins, allowing Hanukkah 
to be celebrated again. Kids ev-
erywhere love this book!

EK: “Hershel and the Hanuk-
kah Goblins” is one of my favor-
ite books as well. It is actually 
not a folktale but an original 
story I wrote. I would like to say 
that I am proud to write books 

for all kids, not just Jewish kids.” 
DB: What else would you like 

to leave us with?
EK: I believe that first and 

foremost, children’s books 
should tell a story. Children’s 
books should not teach a lesson 
or be “teachy-preachy.” If a story 
has a lesson … the children will 
figure it out!

October 30 is Eric Kimmel’s 
birthday. (He was born in 1946.)  
Join in me in celebrating this 
amazing author by reading one 
of his books to your child!

You may find many of Eric 
Kimmel’s books on display in 
the Levine-Sklut Judaic Library 
in Shalom Park. You may visit 
the library in person, to select a 
book, or you may email or call to 
reserve a book at (704) 944-6783 
or library@jewishcharlotte.org.

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte - Center for Jewish Education
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By Sue Littauer
According to the New York 

Journal of Books, “Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow and Tomorrow,” 
covers themes of sexism, dis-
ability and pain, and loss and 
grief, somehow managing to tie 
everything together without ever 
feeling overly complicated. It’s a 
masterpiece that works on both a 
grand scale, and a minute, more 
intimate one.

I was excited to see that Ga-
brielle Zevin, author of “The 
Storied Life of AJ Fickry” and 

“Young Jane Young,” wrote a 
new book, and I immediately put 
it on reserve. That said, I didn’t 
realize “Tomorrow and Tomor-
row and Tomorrow” was about 
gaming — video gaming to be 
precise. Since I’ve never actual-
ly played a video game (unless 
you count bowling on Nintendo 
Switch with my grandson, Jacob, 
which I’m actually pretty good 
at), I almost decided to discontin-
ue reading the book. But some-
how I couldn’t bring myself to 
put it completely aside.  

“Tomorrow and Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow” is a brilliant 
book on so many levels. It is the 
story of Sam, Sadie, and Marx, 
the complicated triangle that 
serves as the book’s central char-
acters. Sam and Sadie meet in a 
hospital when they are 11 years 
old. Sam is a patient recovering 
from a traumatic car accident 
that killed his mother, and Sadie 
is visiting her sister, who is a 
cancer patient on the same floor. 
Sam has withdrawn into himself 

until he meets Sadie, and they 
form a close bond playing vid-
eo games. Sam’s trust in Sadie 
is destroyed when he finds out 
Sadie, upon her mother’s urging, 
is using her visits to Sam to fulfill 
community service hours for her 
bat mitzvah project.

Sam’s rejection of Sadie con-
tinues for many years until they 

meet by chance in the T station 
in Boston. Sam is a student at 
Harvard, and Sadie is at MIT. 
They rekindle their friendship 
and decide to work together on 
their mutual passion and shared 
dream to design a video game. 
The game is a huge success com-
mercially, and their partnership 
develops into a very successful 
company. It is managed by Sam’s 
wealthy and brilliant roommate, 
Marx. The three of them work to-
gether in game design, develop-
ment, marketing, and production. 
Conflicts arise over vision, cre-
ativity, shared credit, commercial 
success vs. intellectual values, 
and, of course, romance. Sadie 
and Marx eventually fall in love, 
leaving Sam to beat himself up 
over never pursuing a romantic 
relationship with Sadie. Howev-
er, Sam and Sadie are soulmates, 
and their love endures through-
out their lifetime.

This review so far is an 
over-simplification of the book. 
There are varied detailed de-

scriptions of video games 
throughout. The book explains 
the appeal video games have. 
We see how we can escape from 
the real world and our problems 
by entering a virtual world. We 
realize the choices we make as 
we play, and the paths we follow 
don’t necessarily determine the 
course of our virtual life; we can 
always start over and follow a 
different path tomorrow. 

Our next Center for Jewish 
Education Book Club will meet 
on November 9 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Shalom Park. The book we will 
be discussing is “Morningside 
Heights” by Joshua Henkin. 
Both “Morningside Heights” 
and “Tomorrow and Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow” can be found in 
the collection at the Levine-Sk-
lut Judaic Library and Resource 
Center. 

For more information, please 
contact sueb.littauer@jewish-
charlotte.org.

Sue’s Bookshelf
Review of “Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow”

Miss Debby’s Best-Loved Children’s Books
An Interview with Eric Kimmel

Eric Kimmel



By Rachel Green, JFS Director 
of Programs and Services

“He’s so domineering”; “He 
controls everything she does”; 
“He watches every penny she 
spends.” Have you ever had this 
observation about a couple you 
know? Most of us have and just 
chalk it up to the nature of their 
relationship or their personalities. 
However, what you are most like-
ly observing is a form of domestic 
violence.

October is national Domestic 
Violence Awareness month, and 
each year, Jewish Family Ser-
vices (JFS) highlights the impor-
tance of understanding how do-
mestic violence affects each one 
of us. Perhaps the most important 
place to start is to ask whether 
we even know what domestic vi-
olence means. Would we know 
it if we see it? Would we notice 
domestic violence in the lives of 

our friends and neighbors, in the 
lives of our teens or grown chil-
dren, or even in the patterns of 
our own relationships? The JFS 
2022 campaign, #ThisIDVJFS, 
aims to raise awareness that do-
mestic violence is not just physi-
cal violence and that we must be 
able to recognize and define all 
types of domestic violence.

According to the National 
Coalition on Domestic Violence, 
though domestic violence can 
take many forms, the constant 
component is the effort to main-
tain power and control over an-
other person. “Domestic violence 
is the willful intimidation, physi-
cal assault, battery, sexual assault, 
and/or other abusive behavior as 
part of a systematic pattern of 
power and control perpetrated 
by one intimate partner against 
another. It includes physical vi-
olence, sexual violence, psycho-

logical violence, and emotional 
abuse. The frequency and sever-
ity of domestic violence can vary 
dramatically; however, the one 
constant component of domestic 
violence is one partner’s consis-
tent efforts to maintain power and 
control over the other” (NCADV.
com).

The exertion of power and con-
trol can start subtly. It can take the 
form of slowly suggesting that the 
family spend less and less time 
with one partner’s extended fam-
ily. It can be introducing a new 
family “budget” and then slowly 
taking control over all financial 
decisions, bank accounts, and 
access to money. It can also be a 
pattern of put-downs, name call-
ing, and emotional manipulation 
that affects one’s self-worth and 
mental health. It can even include 
subtle threats of what life might 
be like if someone were to leave 

the relationship, including threats 
to keep a partner away from their 
children, to control their access 
to money, and to spread rumors 
or damage their reputation in 
the community. To help educate 
people about some warning signs, 
NCADV identifies some exam-
ples of possible abusive behav-
iors: 

- Behaviors that make the vic-
tim feel bad about themselves: 
constant put-downs, telling them 
they are a bad parent, criticizing 
their decisions, telling the victim 
that they can never do anything 
right.

- Controlling connections to 
outside relationships: keeping or 
discouraging the victim from see-
ing friends or family members; 
expressing dislike for the victim’s 
family and friends; controlling 
who the victim sees, where they 
go, or what they do.

- Controlling the victim’s 
day-to-day functions: managing 
their spending; dictating how 
they dress, wear their hair, etc.; 
controlling their use of the car; 
monitoring the victim’s every 
move both physically and techno-
logically, such as GPS or phone 
tracking.

- Presenting threatening be-
haviors: threatening to harm the 
victim’s friends, loved ones, or 
pets; intimidating the victim with 
guns, knives, or other weapons; 
destroying the victim’s property.

- Sexual intimidation: pressur-
ing the victim to have sex when 
they don’t want to or to do things 
sexually they are not comfortable 
with; forcing sex with others; 
accusing the victim of cheating; 
refusing to use protection when 
having sex or sabotaging birth 
control.

- Behaviors that result in limit-
ing the victim’s ability to perform 
normal functions: preventing the 
victim from working or attending 
school; keeping the victim up all 
night so they perform badly at 
their job or in school; pressuring 
or forcing the victim to use drugs 
or alcohol; preventing the victim 
from making their own decisions.

We know that domestic vio-
lence happens in our community. 
Studies show that domestic abuse 
occurs in Jewish families, in all 
streams of Judaism, at about the 
same rate as it does in families 
of other religions — between 
15% and 25% (The Jewish Do-
mestic Violence Coalition of 
Greater Boston.) The #ThisIs-
DVJFS campaign seeks to raise 
awareness about the multifacet-
ed nature of domestic violence, 
help us validate the experience 
of survivors, and identify who in 
our community needs a helping 
hand. To learn more, visit the 
#ThisIsDVJfs Campaign table in 
the Levine Jewish Community 
Center lobby during the month 
of October.

If you are a victim of domes-
tic violence or are concerned 
that you see some of the warn-
ing signs listed above and need 
assistance, contact JFS at (704) 
364-6594 or call the Safe Alliance 
Crisis hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE 
(7233). JFS has specially trained 
therapists on staff in the areas of 
domestic violence.
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#ThisIsDVJFS: Understanding the Full Scope of 
Domestic Violence

For a speedy recovery of Scott 
Swimmer
Stanley Greenspon
Happy Anniversary to 
Michael and Ashley Goldberg
Alan (OBM) and Ruth Goldberg
Happy Birthday to Mike 
Scharf
Linda Isser
In appreciation of Mike Scharf
Linda Isser
In Memory of Jane Belkin
Margie Levenson
In Memory of Henry Cantor
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
In Memory of Janet Chaitman
The Batshaw-Siu Family
Robert and Sheryl Greenstein
Angela Rinaldi
Marvin and Betty Stark
Walt, Ronnie Yancey and Family

In Memory of Lila Doliner
Gary Silverstein
In Memory of Alan Goldberg
Donald and Bobbi Bernstein
Ralph and Sonni Besnoy
Alan, Lee, and Jill Blumenthal
David and Aleen Epstein
Stuart and Ellen Fligel
Steven and Darcy Garfinkel
Vicki Hopkins
Matthew Luftglass and Meg 
Goldstein
Richard Osborne
Joel Ostrow
Ed and Deborah Pizer
Fran Schwartz and Benjamin 
Schwartz
Gary Silverstein
Paul and Marcia Simon
Robert and Joyce Stoll
Judith Tager
Bob and Zelda VonCannon
Ron and Jan Weiner

In Memory of Robert Isser
Matthew Luftglass and Meg 
Goldstein
In Memory of Steve Kaufmann
Matthew Luftglass and Meg 
Goldstein
Ron and Jan Weiner
In Memory of Silvia Kelman
Ron and Jan Weiner
In Memory of Linda Lesack
Matthew Luftglass and Meg 
Goldstein
In Memory of Jill Newman’s 
Sister
Matthew Gromet and Phyllis 
Schultz
Mazel Tov to David and Deb-
by Block on the birth of their 
grandson
Stuart and Jodi Cohen

Jewish Family Services August 2022 Tributes

Across HWY 51 from the Arboretum!Across HWY 51 from the Arboretum!

Across from SouthParkSharon Rd. Mal l !Across from SouthParkSharon Rd. Mal l !

Col in Webb DDS, MSDr. Col in Webb DDS, MSDr.

toScan Book
Your Compl imentary

Consultat ion!

Dr. Jeff Goldsmith DDS, MSDr. Jeff Goldsmith DDS, MS



By Howard Olshansky, JFS Ex-
ecutive Director

Jewish Family Services (JFS) 
has been at the forefront of 
community-wide mental health 
campaigns since establishing the 
Mental Health Initiative in 2017. 
This Charlotte Jewish communi-
ty initiative has been recognized 
as a best practice model for the 
new BeWell initiative sponsored 
by the Jewish Federations of 
North America (JFNA) and Net-
work of Jewish Human Service 
Agencies (NJHSA), the nation-
al membership organization for 
JFS. The BeWell initiative is a 
partnership between JFNA and 
NJHSA to create community 
responses to the mental health 
needs of children, teens, and 
young adults in the Jewish com-
munity. 

JFS Charlotte is among the 
first communities to be award-
ed a grant JFNA to implement 
a “BeWell” initiative. Through 
the BeWell initiative, JFS will 
facilitate the creation of a Re-
siliency Roundtable for the 
Charlotte Jewish community. 
The Resiliency Roundtable is a 
collection of community stake-
holders committed to addressing 
the mental health needs of youth. 
According to Kate Greene, Re-
siliency Roundtable director at 
JFNA, Resiliency Roundtables 
position communities to im-
prove access to care and pro-
mote comprehensive support 
for young people and families. 
They offer communities a pro-
active approach in coordinating 
prevention and educational re-
sources along with the ability to 
appropriately respond to crises. 
Resiliency Roundtables mark a 
collaborative shift in how we 
work together to support young 
people in our community. 

Through the grant, JFS will 
facilitate convening a Resiliency 
Roundtable for our community 
that will focus initially on two 
primary priorities, namely, to 
conduct a mental health needs 
assessment within our commu-
nity and to create a road map 
of activities that respond to the 
mental health needs of our youth 
as identified through the assess-
ment.  

While JFS has previously 
facilitated activities to educate 
and create awareness regarding 
mental health, the reality is that 
since the pandemic, our world 
has changed. Issues such as 
COVID, social unrest, the econ-
omy, and cyberbullying have all 
exacerbated the emotional health 
challenges of our young people. 
The needs assessment will not 
only identify the depth of the 
problem but also can home in 
on the types of intervention and 
support that are most needed. 
The process for conducting the 
needs assessment will include di-
verse ways to engage feedback 
from the major stakeholders in-
volved with our youth, including 
the youth themselves.

Upon completion of the needs 
assessment, the Resiliency 
Roundtable will create a com-
prehensive community plan to 
respond to the study’s results. 
Depending on what the needs 
assessment study tells us, the 
plan may include not only di-
rect intervention for our youth 
but also parenting support, peer-
to-peer programs, professional 
training, community awareness, 
and more. The concept of the Re-
siliency Roundtable is that as a 
community, we all need to take 
responsibility for the emotional 
health of our children and youth. 

According to a recent article 

in the New York Times, Amer-
ican adolescence is undergoing 
a drastic change. Three de-
cades ago, the gravest public 
health threats to teenagers in the 
United States came from binge 
drinking, drunk driving, teenage 
pregnancy, and smoking. These 
threats have since fallen sharply, 
replaced by a new public health 
concern: soaring rates of mental 
health disorders. In 2019, 13% 
of adolescents reported having a 
major depressive episode, a 60 % 
increase from 2007. Emergency 
room visits by children and ad-
olescents in that period also rose 
sharply for anxiety, mood disor-
ders, and self-harm. For people 
ages 10 to 24, suicide rates, sta-
ble from 2000 to 2007, leaped 
nearly 60% by 2018, according 
to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

 If we identified an epidemic 
affecting the physical health of 
our youth, we wouldn’t hesi-
tate to take action to eliminate 

the cause. As a community, we 
need to have the same response 
to the mental health epidemic af-
fecting our youth. The creation 
of the Resiliency Roundtable is 
our first step.  
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Jewish Family Services to Spearhead Youth 
Mental Health Initiative

Volunteers:  Marcia Arnholt, Mike Arnholt, Amy Baden, Andrew 
Bernstein, Suzy Catennazo, Dan Coblenz, Jonathan Collman, Andrea 
Cronson, Julie Dermack, Joni Deutsch, Sheryl Effren, Terri Fishman, 
Rachel Friedman, Meredith Gartner, Marty Goldfarb, Richard Gold-
smith, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail Halverson, Rebecca Hockfield, Oren 
Hubara, Dawn Hubbs, Bob Jacobson, Jodie Joseph, Michael Kaplan, 
Jennifer Koss, Rikki Kinitsky, Etti Krause, Elliot and Stephanie Kri-
etman, Marcia Lampert, Adina Loewensteiner, Matt Luftglass, Gene 
Marx, Frada Mozenter, Beth Rose Oxman, Wendy Petricoff, Barbara 
Rein, Steven Rogelberg, Nina Rose, Marilyn Schuster, Lynne Sheffer, 
Janice Shubin, Cindy Siesel, Louis Sinkoe, Lorin Stiefel, Steve Teich, 
Gail Vogel, Nancy Wielunski, Amanda Zaidman

Hadassah Meal Preppies: Sharon Cavanaugh, Sara Friedman, 
Karen Futtersak, Maddy Gallant, June Hirschmann, Yvette Jacobson, 
Judy Kaufmann, Penny Krieger, Kim McGuire, Helene Schilian, 
Elissa Vining

Mitzvah Basket Donations:  The House Family in honor of Teddy 
House’s Bar Mitzvah, The Shpritz Family in honor of Jacob Tart’s 
Bar Mitzvah

Shalom Green: Thank you to the volunteers for harvesting fresh 
produce for the JFS pantry.

Food Pantry Donations: Thank you to our generous community 
for continuing to donate to the food pantry. We continue to collect 
donations every other Wednesday at the portico entrance to the Blu-
menthal Center for Jewish Education Building on Shalom Park.

Jewish Family Services August 2022 
Volunteers & Donors 

We are proud to announce two new divisions of 
Malak Jewelers...

Green Diamonds NC is your 
top destination for Lab 

Grown Diamonds

Visit 
www.greendiamondsnc.com 
to browse our selection of lab 

diamonds today!

CLT Jewels is the 
best selection of 
Vintage Estate 

Jewelery anywhere

Visit
www.cltjewels.com
to see our collection 

of timeless estate 
jewelry!
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By Rabbi Judy Schindler
After a national search process 

featuring an array of impressive 
candidates, the leadership of the 
Stan Greenspon Holocaust and 
Social Justice Education Center 
and Queens University named 
Judy LaPietra as the Greenspon 
Center assistant director. The 
decision of the members of the 
search committee was unani-
mous, as it was impressed by 
the depth and breadth of her ex-
perience and skill in teaching the 
Holocaust, her passion for devel-
oping transformative educational 
programs, and her commitment 
to ensuring the legacy of Holo-
caust victims and survivors con-
tinues. 

Judy is a teacher of teachers 
in Holocaust Education. She 
has been selected by the most 
esteemed Holocaust education-
al organizations, including the 
United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum and the ADL, 
to facilitate teacher training and 
youth leadership programs. Judy 
is an exceptional professor, serv-
ing as adjunct faculty in the De-
partment of Global Studies at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte since 2010, develop-
ing and teaching three courses 
as part of its minor in genocide 
and human rights studies. Judy 

has had extensive experience in 
teaching middle school history, 
working for 17 years at St. Mark 
Catholic School in Huntersville, 
North Carolina. She knows what 
it takes to keep students engaged 
through transformative educa-
tion. Judy is experienced in craft-
ing student trips to Germany and 
Poland, having led and organized 
several student trips. Judy has 
been a partner in developing the 
Center for Holocaust, Genocide 
and Human Rights Studies over 
the past decade with Dr. John 
Cox. The list of her publications 
and conference presentations in 
Holocaust Studies is impressive. 

Judy is a doctoral student in 
Holocaust and Genocide Stud-
ies at Gratz College, currently 
working on her dissertation in 
post-genocidal reconciliation. 
She received an M.A. in Ho-
locaust genocide studies from 
Gratz College, an M.S. in sec-
ondary education and history 
from Queens College, City Uni-
versity of New York, and her 
B.A. in political science (cum 
laude) from Queens College, 
City University of New York. 

Judy is uniquely qualified 
to help lead our campus-based 
Holocaust Center that, in the 
six years since its creation, has 
become nationally known for its 

creativity and excellence. With 
Judy’s warmth, passion, com-
mitment, and depth of knowl-
edge and experience, the sky is 
the limit for what we can create 
during this next chapter of our 
Center’s growth.

This interview highlights what 
drew Judy LaPietra to this role:

Where did your passion for 
the Holocaust come from?

I have been a lifelong stu-
dent of the Holocaust, and my 
engagement with it began 40 
years ago as a college student. I 
was compelled to come to grips 
intellectually with the enormity 
of this chapter in human history, 
which exemplifies the worst of 
humanity – atrocity, hatred, de-
humanization – and requires us 
to not only bear witness to this 
truth but also to incorporate the 
lessons of the Holocaust into 
the present. As humanity so of-
ten finds itself on the precipice 
of catastrophe, education is the 
key to our survival. 

What programs impressed 
you most about the Greenspon 
Center?

I have followed the important 
work of the Greenspon Center 
since its inception and have wit-
nessed firsthand the powerful 
impact its presence has had in 
our community. In a short time, 

it has planted the seeds needed 
to confront hate and bias in our 
world through transformative 
programming and the harnessing 
of the power of education.

What program are you most 
excited to see in the coming 
year?

I am particularly excited 
about our new Certification in 
Holocaust Pedagogy offering 
this year. It is a unique oppor-
tunity for educators to confront 
both the pedagogical challenges 
associated with the Holocaust 

and the call for historical accu-
racy on this complex topic. The 
program’s unique design under-
scoring both content and peda-
gogy will equip educators with 
the tools they need to effectively 
engage in Holocaust education. 

What is your dream for the 
Greenspon Center?

My vision for the Center in-
cludes advancing its mission 
to expand our certification pro-
grams in both Holocaust peda-
gogy and social justice and com-
munity organizing in addition to 
offering Holocaust educational 
programming in our commu-
nity. The reach of our center 
could extend beyond Charlotte 
to other cities in our state and in 
the Southeast region. I have an 
abiding dream to create a Ho-
locaust Museum and Memorial 
space here in Charlotte so that 
the multitudes of those who per-
ished will be heard and so pos-
terity will never forget.

The Greenspon Center ’s 
2022-2023 Program Guide is 
available. To view it visit: www.
stangreensponcenter.org.

Judy LaPietra Named Assistant Director of the 
Stan Greenspon Center

Judy LaPietra

With 29 offices coast to coast – including three in North Carolina – Fox 
Rothschild offers mid-market businesses the best of both worlds.

Clients get the robust services of a national law firm with more than 70 
practice areas, delivered by accessible attorneys who know the local courts and 
understand their market.

Sophisticated legal advice, right around the corner.

You Want a Law Firm with National 
Resources and a Local Presence.

 WE HEAR YOU.

101 N. Tryon Street  |  Suite 1300  |  704.384.2600

CHARLOTTE | RALEIGH | GREENSBORO

Stan Greenspon 
Holocaust and Social Justice 
Education Center
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By Mike Abramson
In November of 2021, the 

North Carolina Legislature 
passed the Gizella Abramson Ho-
locaust Education Act. Since that 
time, the North Carolina Council 
on the Holocaust has been hard 
at work creating a timeline for 
developing, constructing, and 
implementing new Holocaust 
curriculum content per the Ho-
locaust Act’s specific language.

Furthermore, the North Car-
olina State Board of Educa-
tion wrote that the “Gizella 
Abramson Holocaust Educa-
tion Act requires the Holocaust 
Council to provide students with 
the fundamental understanding 
of geography, history, and polit-
ical systems necessary to make 
informed decisions on contem-
porary issues that impact indi-
viduals, communities, states, the 
United Station, and the world.”

-   By mid-September of 2022 
the Holocaust Council complet-
ed researching topics and sources 
in English, grades 6-12, in social 
studies, grades 6-8, and in World 
history, civics and US/American 
history (grades 9-12). The Holo-
caust Council also established a 
list of Holocaust texts used by 
each grade and subject matter. 

-  By the end of August of 
2022, the Holocaust Coun-
cil identified 40 teachers from 
around the state to create pro-
tocol and policies related to 
learning to facilitate in-person 
training and webinar programs. 
The Holocaust Council also de-
termined where Holocaust cur-
riculum could be implemented 
in every grade between 6 and 12.  

-  The Holocaust Council has 
constructed Holocaust text Lex-

iles and complexity levels based 
on the skills required for each 
grade level. One of the council’s 
goals is to create vertical align-
ment between the grade levels 
and to build knowledge of each 
text with this historical period, 
adding layers for students as ap-
propriate. 

 - Finally, the Holocaust 
Council has created Holocaust 
cross-curricula activities and op-
portunities for each grade level 
English and social studies teach-
ers as well as cross-curricula for 
English as a second language 
(ESL) teachers. 

The North Carolina Council 
on the Holocaust is a state agen-
cy organized under the North 
Carolina Department of Pub-
lic Instruction. The Holocaust 
Council is the primary organi-
zation tasked with creating and 
teaching Holocaust curriculum 
in the public schools. 

The Holocaust Council is 
supported by the North Carolina 
Holocaust Foundation. The Ho-
locaust Foundation is a private 
fundraising organization that 
supports the work of the Holo-
caust Council and creates Holo-
caust programming of its own. 
The summer teacher bus trip to 
the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum in Washington, 
D.C., is an example of Holocaust 
Foundation programming. 

I urge you to support the 
North Carolina Council on the 
Holocaust with a tax deduct-
ible contribution to the North 
Carolina Holocaust Foundation. 
Mitch Rifkin is the chair of the 
Holocaust Foundation and can 
be reached at rif121@carolina.
rr.com.

North Carolina Council on the Holocaust: 
Legislation and Curriculum Development Update

Correction: In the print version,
of the September CJN, the arti-
cle, titled “The Greenspon Center 
Provides Transformative Educa-
tion: Onthe Road and In Char-
lotte,” was incorrectly titled and 
should have stated that: “The trip 
was made possible by generous 
funding from the North Carolina
Holocaust Foundation with fi-
nancial support from the Jewish
Federation of Greater Charlotte,
a valued partner. Donna Tarney,
the Greenspon Center Education
and Outreach Specialist sup-
ported the NC Council on the 
Holocaust as lead educator. The 
Holocaust Foundation of North 
Carolina has sponsored four
teacher trips to the USHMM in
Washington, DC.
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TEMPLE BETH EL

Services will be held at Temple 
Beth El at 5101 Providence Rd., 
Charlotte, NC 28226.  For tickets 
and information call (704) 366-
1948 or visit templebethel.org/
registration. Full array of High 
Holy Day Information can be 
found online: www.templebethel.
org/highholydays 

Tuesdays, August 30 and Sep-
tember 6, 13, and 20 
Elul Reading Series, 7 p.m. 
 
Saturdays, September, 3, 10, 17, 
and 24 
Torah Study, 9 a.m. 
Shabbat Evening Service, 10:30 
a.m. 

Fridays, September 9, 16, and 23 
Shabbat Evening Service, 7:30 
p.m. 

Saturday, September 17 
Selichot Concert & Service featur-
ing Nefesh Mountin in partnership 
with Temple Israel, 8 p.m., Temple 

Israel Morris & Sylvia Speizman 
Sanctuary 
College-Age Congregant Hang-
out & Check-in, 9 p.m. 

Saturday, September 24 
Young Adult New Year’s Toast & 
Havdalah, 6 p.m. 
NoDa Brewing Teen Pizza & 
Paint: Dinner, Havdalah, & Mu-
ral Creation, 6 p.m. 

Sunday, September 25 
Rosh HaShanah Evening Service, 
7:30 p.m. 

Monday, September 26 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 
for Families with Young Children, 
8:30 a.m. 
LJCC-Gorelick Hall 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 
for Families with School-Age 
Children, 8:30 a.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
11 a.m. 

Monday, September 26 
Tashlich:
Arboretum with Rabbi Knight, 

4:30 p.m. 
Dogwood Park with Cantor Thom-
as, 4:30 p.m. 
 Freedom Park with Rabbi Nichols 
& Rabbi Erdheim, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, September 30 
Shabbat Shuvah Service with Rab-
bi Schindler and Patty Torcellini, 
7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, October 1 
Torah Study, 9 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service, 10:30 
a.m. 

Sunday, October 2 
Community Memorial Service, 
10:30 a.m., Hebrew Cemetery 

Tuesday, October 4 
Kol Nidre: Yom Kippur Evening 
Service, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, October 5 
Yom Kippur Morning Service for 
Families with Young Children, 
8:30 a.m. 
LJCC-Gorelick Hall 
Yom Kippur Morning Service for 

Families with School-Age Chil-
dren, 8:30 a.m. 
Yom Kippur Morning Service with 
Yizkor, 11 a.m. 
Study, Reflect, Move, Meditate, 
2 p.m. 
Healing, Neilah, and Havdalah, 
3:30 p.m. 
Light break-the-fast following 
Havdalah 

Sunday, October 9 
Religious School Sukkot Experi-
ence, 9 a.m. 
Social Justice & Action TriBE 
Launch Party, 4 p.m. 
Sukkot Evening-Jazz Under a Full 
Moon in the Sukkah, 6 p.m. 
 
Monday, October 10 
Tot Sukkot, 9:30 a.m. 
Festival Morning Service, 10:30 
a.m. 

Tuesday, October 11 
TriBE Leader Gathering in the 
Sukkah, 7 p.m. 

Friday, October 14 
Kehillat Shabbat Sukkot, 6 p.m. 

Congregational Shabbat Dinner in 
the Sukkah, 7:15 p.m. 

Saturday, October 15 
Sukkot Torah Study, 9:00 a.m. 
Take a Hike with Rabbi Knight, 
10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service, 10:30 
a.m. 
Porch Sukkot Cookout, 6 p.m. 
Offsite 

Sunday, October 16 
Congregational Simchat Torah 
Brunch & Gathering, 9 a.m. 
Religious School Simchat Torah 
Celebration and Consecration, 
10 a.m. 

Monday, October 17 
Tot Simchat Torah, 9:30 a.m. 
Festival Morning Service with Yiz-
kor, 10:30 a.m. 

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Services will be held at Temple 
Israel at 4901 Providence Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28226. For tickets 
and information call (980) 960-
2380 or email Kelly at kwilson@
templeisraelnc.org

Saturday, September 17
Havdalah & Selichot Concert fea-
turing Nefesh Mountain (joint pro-
gram with Temple Beth El), 8 p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary (TI)
Selichot Service with Temple Beth 
El, 9:30 p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Dessert reception, following ser-
vice

Sunday, September 25
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service, 6 
p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary

Monday, September 26
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
9 a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Family Service, 9 a.m.
Sam Lerner Hall at Shalom Park 
(LJCC)

Tashclich, 1 p.m. (approx.)
Creek by Temple Israel
Evening Service, 7 p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary

Tuesday, September 27
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
9 a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Torah Tots program, 9 a.m.
Sam Lerner Hall at Shalom Park 
(LJCC)
Evening Service, 7 p.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel & 
Zoom

Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre, Yom Kippur Evening 
Service, 6:30 p.m. (seated by 6:15 
p.m.)
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary

Wednesday, October 5
Torah Tots program, 8:45 a.m.
Sam Lerner Hall at Shalom Park 
(LJCC)
Family Service, 9 a.m.
Sam Lerner Hall at Shalom Park 
(LJCC)
Yom Kippur Morning Service, 9 
a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Yizkor, 1:00 p.m. (approximately)

Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary 
Mincha Service, 5 p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary 
Neilah, 6:30 p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary 
Break-the-Fast, 7:50 p.m.
Leon & Sandra Levine Social Hall 
(Reservations Required)

Sunday, October 9
Erev Sukkot Service, 6 p.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel & 
Zoom

Monday, October 10
Sukkot Morning Service, 9:30 a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Torah Tots program, 10:30 a.m.
Temple Israel (TI) Sukkah
Kiddush, following services
TI Sukkah
Evening Minyan, 7 p.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel & 
Zoom

Tuesday, October 11
Sukkot Morning Service, 9:30 a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Kiddush, following services
TI Sukkah

Evening Minyan, 7 p.m.

Evening Minyan, 7 p.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel & 
Zoom

Wednesday, October 12
Social Club (By Reservation 
Only), 12 p.m.
TI Sukkah
Evening Minyan, 7 p.m.
Zoom

Thursday, October 13
Morning Minyan, 8 a.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel & 
Zoom 
Women of Temple Israel (WoTI) 
Sukkot Program, 6 p.m.
TI Sukkah
Evening Minyan, 7 p.m.
Zoom

Friday, October 14
Shabbat Evening Services, 6:15 
p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Southern Fried Sukkot, 7:15 p.m. 
(By Reservation Only)
TI Sukkah

Saturday, October 15
Torah on Tap (Young Profession-
als) Sukkot, 7 p.m.
TI Sukkah

Sunday, October 16
Erev Shemini Atzeret Service, 6 
p.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel & 
Zoom

Monday, October 17
Shemini Atzeret Service – Yizkor, 
9:30 a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Simchat Torah Tots program, 5:30 
p.m.
Mindy Ellen Levine Chapel
Evening Minyan, 5:30 p.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary 
Simchat Torah Food Truck Fes-
tival, 6 p.m. (Reservations Re-
quired)
TI Sukkah & Inner Parking Lot
Simchat Torah Dancing With The 
Torahs, 7 p.m.
TI Inner Parking Lot

October 18
Simchat Torah Morning Service, 
9:30 a.m.
Morris & Sylvia Speizman Sanc-
tuary
Kiddush, following services (By 
Reservation Only)
TI Sukkah

Celebrating High Holidays in Charlotte
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For more information visit www.
chabadnc.org.

Saturday, September 17
Selichot Service, just after mid-
night.

Sunday, September 25 
Rosh Hashanah Evening Service, 
7 p.m.(Candle lighting at 6:57 
pm).

Monday, September 26
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
9 a.m.
Shofar service, 11:30 a.m. 
Mincha and Evening Service, 
7 p.m. (Candle lighting after 7:52 
p.m.)

Tuesday, September 27
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
9 a.m. 
Shofar Service, 11:30 a.m.
Mincha and Evening Service, 
7 p.m.
Wednesday, September 28
Fast of Gedaliah — Fast begins 
at 5:56 a.m. and ends at 7:36 pm.

October 4
Eve of Yom Kippur.
Kol Nidre Service, 6:30 p.m. Can-
dle lighting and beginning of fast, 
6:45 p.m.

October 5:
Yom Kippur Morning Service, 
9 a.m.
Yizkor Service, 11:30 a.m. Mincha, 
5 p.m.
Fast ends at 7:39 pm.

CONGREGATION 
OHR HATORAH 

TEMPLE KOL TIKVAH

Visit www.templekoltikvah.org 
for more information. For tickets, 
call (704) 987-9980 or email ad-
min@templekoltikvah.org. 

Sunday, September 25
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service, 7:00 
p.m.
Davidson College, Duke Family 
Performance Hall
 
Monday, September 26
Children’s Service, 9 a.m.
Davidson College, Sprinkle Room
Rosh Hashanah Service, 10 a.m.
Davidson College, Duke Family 
Performance Hall
Tashlich, 3 p.m. 
Roosevelt Wilson Park in David-
son

Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre, Yom Kippur Evening 
Service, 7:00 p.m.
Davidson College, Duke Family 
Performance Hall

Wednesday, October 5
Children’s Service, 9 a.m.
Davidson College, Sprinkle Room
Yom Kippur Service, 10 a.m.
Davidson College, Duke Family 
Performance Hall
Healing Service, at TKT, 2 p.m.
Afternoon Service, at TKT, 3:30 
p.m.
Yizkor, at TKT, 4:30 p.m.
Neilah, at TKT, 5:30 p.m.
Break-the-Fast, at TKT, 6:00 p.m.

Celebrating High Holidays in Charlotte

For more information visit 
www.theuptownchabad.com

Monday, September 26 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
10 a.m.
Shofar Service, 11 a.m.
Kiddush Lunch, 12 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Dinner, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, September 27
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
10 a.m.
Shofar Service, 11 a.m.
Kiddush Lunch, 12 p.m.

Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 5
Yom Kippur Morning Service, 
10 a.m.
Yom Kippur Evening Service, 5:30 
p.m.
Break Fast, 7:40 p.m.

Everyone is welcome free of 
charge and reservations are not 
required.  For more information 
about High Holiday services visit 
our website at www.jewishballan-
tyne.com. 

Rosh Hashanah Services will be 
held at the South Charlotte Ban-
quet Center, 9009 Bryant Farms 
Road.

Monday, September 26 
Morning Service, 9:30 a.m.
Rabbi’s sermon and blowing of the 
shofar, 11 a.m. 
Services followed by a Kiddush 
lunch, 1:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 27 
Morning Service, 9:30 a.m. 
Rabbi’s sermon and blowing of the 
shofar, 11 a.m.
Services followed by a Kiddush 
lunch, 1:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Services will be held 
at Courtyard Marriott Waverly, 
6319 Providence Farm Lane.

Tuesday, October 4 
Kol Nidre, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 5 
Morning Service, 10 a.m. 
Neilah, 6:15 p.m.

BALLANTYNE JEWISH 
CENTER

TEMPLE SOLEL

Services will be held at Grace 
Presbyterian Church at 2955 W. 
Hwy 160, Fort Mill, SC 29708. 
For information visit temple-
solelsc.org, write to us at info@
templesolelSC.org or call (803) 
610-1707.
 
Sunday, September 25
 Rosh Hashanah Evening Service, 
7 p.m. 

Monday, September 26
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service, 
10 a.m.

Friday, September 30
Shabbat Shuvah Services, 7:30 
p.m.
 
Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, October 5
Yom Kippur Morning Service, 10 
a.m.
Yizkor Service, 3 p.m.
Neilah and Concluding Service,  
4 p.m.

We will conclude with a commu-
nity break-the-fast immediately 
following the concluding services 
on Wednesday, 10/5.

TEMPLE KOL AMI

Tickets are included in TKA mem-
bership, but non-members are 
welcome to purchase tickets and 
join us as well. Military and col-
lege students are invited to wor-
ship with us for free. All services 
take place at Philadelphia United 
Methodist Church, 1691 SC-160, 
Fort Mill. Further information 
about junior congregation ser-
vices, tashlich, yizkor and  break 
fast can be found at www.temple-
kolamisc.org.

Sunday, September 25
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service, 7 
p.m.

September 26
Rosh Hashana Service, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre, 7 p.m.

Wednesay, October 5
Yom Kippur Service, 10 a.m.
Neilah, 4 p.m.

Community Memorial Service
Join us, rain or shine, for a Com-
munity Memorial Service. 1801 
Statesville Avenue.  For details 
visit www.hebrewcemetery.org.

The Community Memorial Ser-
vice is the only service that is 
attended by all clergy from the 
greater Charlotte area. Once 
again we will be offering an 
in-person service as well as a 
virtual option. Come together as 
a community and remember your 
loved ones that passed.

October 2, 10:30 am. 

HEBREW CEMETERY

THE UPTOWN CHABAD

L’Shanah Tova

All services will be held in the
MacLean Fellowship Hall on the 
campus of Avondale Presbyte-
rian Church on Park Road. Due 
to the uncertainty of a potential 
COVID surge this fall, please 
email admin@havurattikvah.org 
after Sept. 8. 

Monday, September 26, 10 a.m.
Rosh Hashanah Service followed 
by a brief kiddish with challah, 
apples, and honey

Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre Service

Wednesday, October 5, 10 a.m.
Yom Kippur Service

HAVURAT TIKVAH

All services are free of charge 
and open to all. No reservations 
required. For more details, email 
the.ruach.band@gmail.com. Ser-
vices will be held at The New The-
ater at the Parr Center at Central 
Piedmont Community College on 
Elizabeth Avenue.

Monday, September 26
The High Holy Days Experience: 
Rosh Hashanah, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, October 4
The High Holy Days Experience: 
Kol Nidre, 7 p.m.
Immediately followed by Yizkor 
Service

THE RUACH COMMUNITY
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE EVENTS,  
VISIT OUR “UPCOMING PROGRAMS” PAGE AT TEMPLEISRAELNC.ORG

Our House. Your Home.
templeisraelnc.org

EREV SIMCHAT TORAH 
Monday, October 17

5 P.M. -TORAH TOTS PROGRAM

5:45 P.M. - EREV SIMCHAT TORAH  
FOOD TRUCKS  
(reservations required for dinner)

7 P.M. - EREV SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION

Join us for dinner, music, dancing &  
celebrations with the Torah! For registration  
information, visit the Upcoming Programs  
page on templeisraelnc.org.

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE
4th ANNUAL WINTER  4th ANNUAL WINTER  

CONCERT FUNDRAISERCONCERT FUNDRAISER

YOU RAISE ME UPYOU RAISE ME UP
A Musical Celebration of Love & Friendship  A Musical Celebration of Love & Friendship  

with Cantor Shira Lissekwith Cantor Shira Lissek

Sunday, December 11, 2022Sunday, December 11, 2022
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Religious Life

By Rabbi Lexi Erdheim
For many of us, when we turn 

on the news, we can feel over-
whelmed by the challenges that 
face our nation and our world 
today. As Jews and as members 
of the Temple Beth El commu-
nity, we feel a strong obligation 
to address those challenges 
and to act to make the world a 
more whole, fair, equitable, and 
healthy place for all. But as we 
learned from congregants during 
our Spring 2021 Social Justice 
Listening Campaign, it can be 
difficult to know where or how 
to begin. Additionally, the effect 
of the pandemic has left many 
of us feeling isolated and lonely, 
both in justice work and in our 
everyday lives. 

Rabbi Klass, Nicole Sidman, 
and our social justice leadership 
heard these challenges and real-
ized that Temple Beth El already 
has a structure in place to address 
these issues, our TriBEs, or small 
group initiative. Our TriBEs 
launched in 2018 with a focus 
on engaging and connecting 
baby boomers and empty nest-
ers and has grown and developed 

over the past four years into a 
vibrant and thriving vehicle for 
connection and personal growth 
for many of our congregants. It 
seemed like a natural fit to de-
velop new TriBEs with a spe-
cial focus on social justice and 
action. Through Social Justice & 
Action TriBEs (SJ&A TriBEs), 
congregants eager to become 
involved in justice work will 
be able to build a depth of con-
nection with other individuals 
passionate about the same is-
sues. We also believe that SJ&A 
TriBEs will create both a depth 
and breadth of social justice en-
gagement at Temple Beth El. 
Each small group will be able to 
delve deeper into a specific issue 
than we might be able to at the 
congregational level, maximiz-
ing the good that we can create 
in the world. Additionally, SJ&A 
TriBEs will broaden the types 
of social justice issues that the 
synagogue is engaged in. While 
the work might begin in small 
groups, we are hopeful that op-
portunities will arise for broader 
congregational engagement. 

SJ&A TriBEs will unite con-

gregants both socially and in-
tellectually around issues and 
actions they care deeply about, 
such as reproductive rights, 
gun reform, hunger, LGBTQ+ 
rights, or mass incarceration. 
Each TriBE’s work will result 
in exploring and connecting with 
outside organizations, around di-
rect service action, advocacy, or 
education or some combination 
of the three. Each group will be 
composed of 8 to 12 committed 
individuals who meet regularly 
and create and execute an ac-
tion plan to address their issue, 
fostering meaningful relation-
ships and connection within the 
group. SJ&A TriBEs will enable 
congregants to engage in social 
justice and action work in a way 
that they are most excited about, 
whether it is working with an-
other congregation to serve a 
holiday meal to the homeless, 
assisting refugees in getting 
settled into their new homes, 
or co-hosting a political forum 
to educate groups on upcoming 
ballot initiatives.

The world is changing and 
shifting rapidly around us every 

day. SJ&A TriBEs will provide 
a sense of flexibility so that in-
dividuals can shift gears as the 
realities of the world change. 
For example, reproductive rights 
emerged as an issue on the top 
of many individuals’ minds this 
summer during our visioning 
workshops due to the recent 
overturning of Roe v. Wade. 
We believe that the TriBE small 
group model will enable our jus-
tice work to pivot when a press-
ing need arises. 

Temple Beth El is proud of 
our long and deep history of 
social justice and action work. 
The Social Justice and Action 
Committee as well as Shalom 
Park-wide initiatives will con-
tinue with full force. SJ&A 
TriBEs will not replace these 
extant efforts but rather bolster 
them, functioning additionally 
as a space to garner interest and 
foster leadership for parkwide 
initiatives such as Freedom 
School or Shalom Green. We 
imagine that it will complement 
the incredible work is already 
being done by our committees 
and across the Charlotte Jewish 

community. 
If you are a Temple Beth El 

member and are interested in get-
ting involved in a SJ&A TriBE, 
we encourage you to attend our 
SJ&A TriBE Launch Party on 
Sunday, October 9 at 4 p.m. at 
Temple Beth El. If you have any 
questions, please contact Nicole 
Sidman, our social justice out-
reach coordinator

As Rabbi Tarfon teaches in the 
Talmud, “We are not obligated to 
complete the work, but neither 
are we free to desist from it.” 
By joining a Social Justice and 
Action TriBE, we hope that TBE 
members will each find a way to 
contribute their part in ensuring 
that we create a more whole, eq-
uitable, just, and healthy world 
for all. 

Each TriBE’s work will result 
in exploring and connecting with 
outside organizations, around 
either direct service action, ad-
vocacy, or education, or some 
combination of the three.

Temple Beth El Social Justice & Action TriBEs: 
Seeking Justice Through Connection 

Sukkot & Simchat Torah

09
Oct

Social Justice & Action TriBE Launch
Party

*Sukkot Evening - Jazz Under a Full
Moon in the Sukkah*

4:00 PM

6:00 PM

10
Oct

Tot Sukkot

Festival Morning Service

9:30 AM

10:30 AM

11
Oct

TriBE Leader Gathering in the Sukkah
7:00 PM

14
Oct

Kehillat Shabbat

Congregational Shabbat Dinner in
the Sukkah

6:00 PM

7:15 PM

15
Oct

Sukkot Torah Study

Take a Hike with Rabbi Knight

Shabbat Morning Service

Porch Sukkot Cookout (Offsite)

9:00 AM

10:30 AM

10:30 AM

16
Oct

*Congregational Simchat Torah
Brunch & Gathering*

Religious School Simchat Torah
Celebration and Consectration

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

17
Oct

Tot Simchat Torah

Festival Morning Service with Yizkor

9:30 AM

10:30 AM

6:00 PM

High Holy Days 5783

LET’S CELEBRATE THE SEASON TOGETHER. LEARN MORE AT WWW.TEMPLEBETHEL.ORG
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Religious Life

By Shari Baum
As Jews, we love to kvell 

about our kids’ accomplish-
ments. Yes, this may seem like 
boasting, but it is done with so 
much love that it’s not obnox-
ious. At Temple Kol Ami (TKA), 
all of our members are like fam-
ily, so we take as much pride in 
their achievements as their own 
families do. Recently, two of our 
children who have grown up at 
TKA have given us much reason 
to kvell.

Colin Abrams and Tessa Shaw 
both attend Clover High School 
in Lake Wylie, South Carolina. 
They both celebrated their mitz-
vahs at Temple Kol Ami and 
both are members of the Clover 
High School marching band. 
The have remained active in our 
congregation since their b’nei 
mitzvah, but have found time to 
participate in other activities that 
have led to some really amazing 
recent achievements.

Tessa, the daughter of TKA 
founders, Jonathan and Bonnie 
Shaw, was selected to play the 
vibraphone in the Clover band 
while only in 8th grade. She was 
then chosen to take part in the 
percussion ensemble group that 
competed in the winter indoor 

drumline season. Being selected 
at such a young age is accom-
plishment enough, but then she, 
along with her bandmates, went 
on to win the Winter Guard In-
ternational world champion-
ship in Dayton, Ohio, in March 
2022. This was only the second 
time a school from the state of 
South Carolina had ever won 
at the WGI! Tessa’s musical 
abilities are not limited to the 
vibraphone. She and her sister, 

Micaela, have been the Temple 
Kol Ami High Holiday shofar 
blowers for many years. We are 
blessed to have such a talented 
young lady as part of our congre-
gation. Congratulations to Tes-
sa and the Bands of Clover for 
your outstanding performance 
and victory!

Colin is the son of TKA mem-
bers Scott and Shari Abrams. Be-
sides playing the baritone in the 
marching band, Colin is also a 
member of the Junior Air Force 
ROTC program at Clover High. 
In a highly competitive process, 
which included written and 
physical fitness exams, he was 
one of 200 students nationwide 
awarded a scholarship to attend a 
flight academy program this past 
summer. Over a period of eight 
weeks, he did intensive aviation 
studies and flight training that 
led to him successfully attain-
ing his private pilot’s license at 
17 years of age. Colin intends to 
continue his aviation studies in 
college with the goal of one day 
becoming a commercial airline 
pilot. 

Mazal tov to Tessa and Colin 
on their wonderful successes! 
They have brought great na-
chas, joy, to their own families 

and their Temple Kol Ami mish-
pacha. May you continue to go 
from strength to strength and to 
be leaders in your secular and 
Jewish communities!

If you live in York County or 
the Ballantyne area, Temple Kol 
Ami might be the place for you! 
We are a warm and inclusive Re-
form congregation comprised of 
Jews from diverse backgrounds.  
We have Friday night Shabbat 

services on the 1st and 3rd Fri-
days of each month. For more in-
formation, check us out at www.
templekolamisc.org. 

Temple Kol Ami Youth Make Community Proud

Tessa Shaw sporting her gold medal Colin Abrams graduating from his flight academy program
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By Dale Rivers
Temple Solel, a Reform Tem-

ple based in Fort Mill, South 
Carolina, is changing in excit-
ing and interesting ways. We 
are now a very different kind 
of congregation from what you 
might have experienced in the 
past. Imagine a warm, welcom-
ing participatory shul without 
membership dues. No need “to 
pay to pray.” We are focused on 
attracting your participation, en-
thusiasm, and talents. Imagine a 
congregation where you develop 
your Jewish self through prayer, 
workshops, speakers, and field 
trips. Imagine a place where 
you have the opportunity to “get 
your hands dirty” by helping the 
less fortunate in our community. 
Imagine a congregation that feels 
like family when you meet for 
worship, spiritual growth, doing 

good, and having fun.
Temple Solel is moving away 

from the traditional synagogue 
dues model commonly used over 
the past 80 years. That model is 
based on a set fee that prospec-
tive congregants must pay to be-

come a member. Some add fees 
for extra High Holiday tickets. 
Offering arrangements for those 
who can’t pay full dues can be 
intrusive. The consequence? 
Many prospective members do 
not affiliate at all, deeming the 
value less than the cost.   

That is why Temple Solel has 
decided to do away with mem-
bership dues. Solel has relative-
ly low overhead and operation-
al costs. We intend to sustain 
ourselves with voluntary (and 
tax-deductible) contributions. 
We seek congregants who are 
interested in our three support-
ing pillars: 

- Personal and religious 
growth 

- Hands-on community in-
volvement and 

- Participation in an extended 
supportive family

Temple Solel now meets at a 
new location on the second and 
fourth Fridays and holds other 
celebrations at Grace Presbyte-
rian Church in Fort Mill. This is 
much more than just a mere leas-
ing of space. We have formed 
an ecumenical partnership with 
Grace. By teaming together, both 
congregations can provide more 
effective people power for social 
action projects.

For more information about 
our services and events, visit 
www.templesolSC.org or call 
(803) 610-1707.

Temple Solel: A Reform Congregation with a New Face

Temple Kol Tikvah Religious 
School Theme: “Kehilah Kedo-
sha”
By Allie Redder, Education Di-
rector, Temple Kol Tikvah

This year will mark 12 years 
of working at Temple Kol Tik-
vah. Over the last 11 years, I have 
worked as a teacher (2nd, 3rd and 
4th grade), I have run our teen 
programs (education/social), and 
now, as education and youth di-
rector, I oversee it all. 

Our religious school is dedi-
cated to the education of children 
from pre-K through high school. 
Our school strives to provide a 
Jewish education that meets the 
diverse needs of the families we 
serve. We want our children to 
fall in love with Judaism and 
experience the joy and spirit of 
Jewish living by learning about 
it in a fun and meaningful way. 

With the help of Rabbi Becca 
and Rabbi David, I have decided 
our theme for this year will be 
“Kehillah Kedosha” — sacred 
community. Much of our focus 
this year will be on strengthen-
ing relationships and taking the 
idea of last year’s theme “Better 

Together” a step forward. We 
will work on strengthening rela-
tionships within ourselves, with 
others, and with God. Religious 
school is a great outlet for starting 
and evolving these relationships. 

Our curriculum, Institute of 
Southern Jewish Life, does a 
fantastic job at meeting children 
where they are spiritually and 
culturally. Last year, students in 
the 1st grade made special pla-
cemats for guests who come and 
stay at their house as part of the 
Jewish value of hachnasat or-
chim, welcoming visitors. The 
focus on spiritual and cultural 
experiences is much of what 
Judaism is about. 

Jewish education is about 
more than knowledge. It’s about 
creating a Jewish identity and 
helping young people feel a 
sense of belonging in the Jew-
ish community. At Temple Kol 
Tikvah, education is pivotal to 
helping young people become 
Jewishly committed adults and 
feel a sense of pride in their her-

itage and culture. If you and your 
child are interested in experienc-
ing the fun of Jewish education 
at Temple Kol Tikvah, we would 
love to meet you!



This fall, Rabbis Yossi Groner 
and Shlomo Cohen of Chabad of 
Charlotte will offer a six-week 
course produced by the Rohr 
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) 
that unpacks Judaism’s under-
standing of G-d, while providing 
fresh, profound answers to com-
mon questions about G-d. 

Although many may be fa-
miliar with Jewish traditions and 
culture, many struggle with mat-
ters of belief, faith, and how to 
wrap their minds around G-d and 
his interactions with our world. 
How did G-d come to be? Is G-d 
a He, a She, or a They? Does G-d 
have feelings? If G-d has fore-
knowledge of all events, how 
do we have free choice? Is there 
a place in Judaism for doubts 
about G-d? These are just some 
of the 25 questions addressed in 
“My G-d: Defining the Divine.” 
There will surely be many ques-
tions and discussions prompted 
by these introductory 25 ques-
tions. This is a chance to discuss 
some of your own perplexing cu-
riosities about G-d with Rabbis 

Groner and Cohen as they lead 
participants on the search for a 
human understanding of the in-
finite G-d.

Jewish culture and the Jewish 
people’s outlook on life are indel-
ibly shaped by the classic Jewish 
understanding of G-d. “My G-d: 
Defining the Divine” is a one-of-
a-kind course that brings to light 
the Jewish understanding of G-d, 
from which Judaism and Jewish 
identity inevitably flow.

When the course kicks off on 
Tuesday, November 8, at 7:30 
p.m. or Wednesday, November 9, 
at 11:00 a.m., its fast-paced les-
sons will lead participants toward 
a comprehensive understanding 
of Jewish monotheism. The dis-
cussions will probe philosophical 
topics, but the course is anchored 
in real life and offers accessible 
answers for students of all back-
grounds.

“These are questions we hear 
all the time,” says Rabbi Yossi 
Groner. “This course is the first 
time there’s an address where 
you can get straight answers to 

all the big questions you might 
have about G-d.”

Rabbi Shlomo Cohen says this 
new course is the perfect offering 
for anyone with sincere questions 
about G-d or who just seeks an 
enhanced understanding of Juda-
ism’s approach to this core topic.

As with other JLI courses, the 
course is designed to appeal to 
people at all levels of knowledge, 
including those without prior ex-
posure to Jewish learning. All JLI 
sessions are open to the public, 
and attendees need not be affili-
ated with a particular synagogue, 
temple, or house of worship.

Interested students may call 
(704) 366-3984 or visit www.
myJLI.com to register or to ac-
cess other course-related infor-
mation. JLI courses are presented 
at the Epstein Chabad Center for 
Jewish Life, at 6619 Sardis Road. 
Course fees are $99 per person or 
$180 for a couple. This course 
meets on Tuesday nights at 7:30 
p.m. or Wednesdays at 11 a.m. 
Classes will be primarily in per-
son but can be available on Zoom 

as needed. 
JLI, the adult education branch 

of Chabad, offers programs in 
more than 1,600 international 
locations in the U.S., Argenti-
na, Australia, Belarus, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Den-
mark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Gua-
temala, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, the Netherlands, 
Panama, Russia, South Africa, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 

Ukraine, the United Kingdom, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela. More 
than 400,000 students have at-
tended JLI classes since JLI was 
founded in 1998.
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Rohr Jewish Learning Institute Will Unveil Judaism’s 
Answers to 25 Questions About G-d

 The Hebrew Cemetery  joins with the community in 
remembering the names of those who have been buried 

at the Hebrew Cemetery in the month of August.

Clive Shewitz      9-3-1938             8-1-2022
Arthur Becker     3-25-1928           7-31-2022
Esther Harris     5-11-1929            7-28-2022
Henry Cantor     1-30-1947           8-15-2022
Scott Turner       4-4-1990             8-15-2022
Marty Kestin      4-16-1969           8-21-2022
Morris Guller    4-13-1950           4-12-2016
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Sukkot
Join us in the sukkah for a fabu-
lous family event with delicious 
dinner, drinks, entertainment. Do 
the lulav shake and enjoy an ex-
citing evening with your friends 
and family. 
Thursday, October 13, 5:30 p.m. 
Non Partners: $20 per person — 
maximum $60 per family
Partners*: $15 per person — max-
imum $50 per family
Partners are families that have 
committed to join the BJC partner 
project by making a specific an-
nual financial contribution toward 
BJC. RSVP Leah@JewishBallan-
tyne.com or call (704) 408-1116

Lunch in the Sukkah at Sun 
City Carolina Lakes
Bring your friends and join us for 
a delicious lunch in the sukkah 
right in the middle of Sun City. 
Wednesday, October 12. 
Choose the time that works for 
you — 11 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. At 
the home of Jacob & Betty Cohen. 
RSVP for address. $15 per person.
To RSVP email Rabbi@Jew-
ishBallantyne.com or call (704) 
737-0555

Simchat Torah 
Join us for a grand Torah celebra-
tion for kids and adults! Enjoy 
a delicious dinner in the sukkah 
followed by dancing with the To-
rah and a special program for the 
kids. Simchat Torah is all about 
unbridled joy, which surpasses 
even the joy of Sukkot. The joy 
reaches its climax on Simchat To-
rah, when we celebrate the con-
clusion — and commencement 
— of the annual Torah-reading 
cycle.  
Monday, October 17, 6:30 p.m. 
At the Ballantyne Jewish Center 
8632 Bryant Farms Rd. 
Open to the Community 
Free of Charge
RSVP Appreciated - Leah@Jew-
ishBallantyne.com (704) 408-
1116

BJC Sukkot 
Celebration

Anonymous* (4)
Sanford and Lois Benjamin
Bobbi and Don Bernstein
Lillian (OBM) and Irving Bienstock
Barry and Lisa Blau
Jill Blumenthal
David and Bonnie Bornstein
Sera and Marvin Callif
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
David and Aleen Epstein
Jacob M. and Hunter K. Fuerstman
Sandra Goldman
Mark and Linda Goldsmith
Meg D. Goldstein and 
 Matthew Luftglass
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick

Keith E. Greenspon
Roslyn Greenspon
Steven and Sharon Hockfield
Jake Jacobson
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Lorrie and Barry Klemons and 

Family
Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Eric and Susan Lerner
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Barbara and Jerry Levin
David and Brenda Levin and Family
Howard Levine and 
 Julie Lerner Levine
Leon and Sandra Levine

Louis A. Sinkoe and H. Kevin Levine
Eric Levinson
Lisa Strause Levinson
Michael Littauer
Annie and Harrison Lord
Isaac (OBM) and Sonia (OBM) Luski
Rose (OBM) and Abe (OBM) Luski
Peggy McManus
Dr. Fred and Mrs. Joy Miller
Paula Sigal Musler
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Albert Rogat
Estelle and Murray (OBM) Rosen
Fern T. Sanderson
Marty and Elaine Schefflin
Morey and Lynne Sheffer

Marc and Mattye Silverman
Gary and Maxine (OBM) Silverstein
Marcia and Paul Simon
Lori and Eric Sklut
Philip and Lauren Stark
Stephanie and Steven Starr
Norman Steinberger  (OBM)
Jeffrey and Karen Turk
Robert and Ellie Valenstein
Amy and Mark Vitner
Nora Wolf
Brian Yesowitch Family
Barbara and Herm Ziegler
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of Life Society and have 
granted us permission to share with you that Hebrew Cemetery Association 
has been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, contact 
Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544 or Abby Kleber (704) 973-4554.

LEGACY DONORS
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Alan Goldberg: Short in Stature but Larger Than Life
By Amy Lefkof

On November 29, 1943, Rabbi 
Joshua Loth Liebman of Temple 
Israel in Brookline, Massachu-
setts, gave a warm send-off to 
14 young conscripts about to be 
transported to Ft. Devens. One 
of those young men, already 
attending Tufts University, was 
18-year-old Alan Goldberg. 
During WWII, a bathtub would 
save Alan’s life, enabling him 
to live to the ripe old age of 97 
until he passed away this past 
July, leaving a legacy of two 
children, six grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren, and so much 
to Charlotte’s Jewish community. 

Ruth, his wife of 69 years, 
smooths out the creases of a 
vintage pictorial map that trac-
es the 13th Armored Division’s 
movement in France and Germa-
ny (January through May 1945) 
“from the day they marched 
down the gang-plank at Le Harve 
until the bright May day when the 
German High Command surren-
dered unilaterally.” Somewhere 
along that route in Germany, 
Alan’s 46th Tank Battalion pre-
pared to cross a bridge. First in 
line was Alan’s tank. But Gener-
al George Patton showed up and 
was appalled to see a bathtub (for 
the entire battalion’s use) welded 

onto the back of Alan’s tank. De-
spite Patton’s directive, the bath-
tub could not be uncoupled. And 
so Alan’s tub-tank was relegated 
to third in the lineup. The bridge 
collapsed under the weight of the 
first two armored tanks.

Near Simbach, Germany, Alan 
attended a USO show. A woman 
in a two-piece swimsuit danced 
on a makeshift stage — a raised 
platform in the back of an army 
truck. Alan shouted to the men 
in his company, “That’s my 
cousin Josephine from Brook-
line, Massachusetts.” After the 
show, Private First-Class Alan 

Goldberg, trailed by the hundred 
or so men in his company, went 
“backstage,” took off his helmet, 
and asked his cousin, “Jo, do you 
remember Alan Goldberg from 
Brookline?” He was rewarded 
with lipstick kisses all over his 
face. 

After the war, Alan received 
a B.S. in chemistry from Tufts 
and subsequently an MBA from 
The Wharton School. Brandeis 
University was in its infancy, 
and a birthday party was given 
for Alan’s uncle, a university 
founder. The student selected to 
give a speech in honor of Alan’s 
uncle was Ruth Abrams. Alan’s 
mother, sitting in the audience, 
was so impressed by Ruth that 
she asked for her phone number. 
She then gave Ruth’s number to 
Alan, opining, “This is the girl 
you should marry.” With what 
Goldberg concedes was the worst 
pickup line of all times, he du-
tifully phoned and said to Ruth, 
“My mother said that I should 
call you.” Asked whether it was 
love at first sight, Alan always 
said yes; Ruth says, by the third 
date.

Alan became president of a 
successful textile plant in Besse-
mer City, a small town in Gaston 
County, but commuted for many 

years between New York and 
North Carolina. Finally, in 1962, 
the whole family — Alan and 
Ruth and their two sons Michael 
and Jonathan — moved to Char-
lotte and joined Temple Israel the 
same week. 

Marshall Rauch of Gastonia, 
the first Jewish man to serve in 

the North Carolina State Senate, 
approached Alan to help end 
segregation by making his plant 
the first integrated textile plant 
in Gaston County. Rauch didn’t 
mean a janitor; he wanted Alan 
to hire an African American to 

(Continued on page 19)

Find the perfect apartment  
home to fit your style and  
budget at Mecklenburg County’s  
premier community!

Call 1-800-583-9680 for your free brochure, 
or visit WindsorRunCommunity.com.

Stylish
SENIOR LIVING

32
52
05

Matthews 
WindsorRunCommunity.com

Ruth and Alan Goldberg 

Private First-Class Alan Goldberg, circa 
1943



By Summer Minchew
The phrase bal tashchit means 

do not destroy. The mitzvah of bal 
tashchit – the commandment to 
not destroy or waste items from 
the natural world – is one of the 
core tenants of Shalom Green: 
The Shalom Park Environmen-
tal Initiative. But in practice, how 
does one not destroy when it is 
clearly impossible for us to live 
without having some negative 
effect on the world around us?

The source text for this mitz-
vah comes from the Book of 
Deuteronomy:

“When you besiege a city 
for a long time in order to cap-
ture it, you must not destroy its 
trees by wielding an axe against 
them. You may eat from them, 
but you must not cut them down. 
Are trees of the field human to 
withdraw before you into the 
besieged city? Only trees that 
you know do not yield food may 
be destroyed; you may cut them 
down for constructing siege-
works against the city that is 
waging war on you, until it has 
been reduced.”

The implication of this text 
essentially prohibits any waste-
ful negative effect on the natu-
ral environment. Do not destroy 
simply to destroy, as in during 
times of war. Eat from fruit trees, 
but do not cut them down, and 
use only trees that do not produce 
food for construction.

How can we fulfil the mitzvah 
of bal tashchit in contemporary 
times? I believe it means that we 
have a duty to be mindful of how 

we use natural resources, look-
ing at not only the moment we 
are using them but also from a 
life cycle perspective. Consider 
the tree that bears fruit; it should 
not be cut down because we must 
have the presence of mind and 
the forethought to understand 
how it will provide for us in the 
future.

We can all use more fore-
thought when considering en-
vironmental consequences of 
our actions from a life cycle ap-
proach. Consider Styrofoam, for 
example. The word Styrofoam is 
widely used when referring to ex-
panded polystyrene foam, which 
can be used for disposable cups, 
takeout food packaging, egg car-
tons, or as “packing peanuts.” In 
manufacturing, polystyrene usu-
ally starts as small, dense, hard 
beads that are softened by heat 
and expanded using things like 
steam and blowing agents. These 
expanded cells are then formed 
and bonded into shapes for con-

sumer products. 
We all know by now that ex-

panded polystyrene products are 
designed to be wasted. Expanded 
polystyrene products are light-
weight but not durable, so they 
are used once and then thrown 
away. Expanded polystyrene 
foam products are not recyclable, 
with the great majority of these 
disposable consumer products 
ending up in landfill. One com-
mon estimate is that expanded 
polystyrene foam can represent 
30% of the space in some land-
fills. And some estimates put the 
lifespan of expanded polystyrene 
foam in a landfill at around 500 
years. 

Looking at it from a life cy-
cle approach - for every cup of 
coffee consumed in an expand-
ed polystyrene foam cup, it may 
take me 20 minutes to drink from 
it, and then that cup lives on in 
a landfill for 500 years - to me, 
that is destruction simply for de-
struction’s sake. We could use an 

expanded polystyrene product 
because it is available to us and 
convenient or we could fulfill 
the mitzvah of bal tashchit and 
choose not to drink that coffee 
or bring our own cup or take-
out container or let vendors and 
restaurants know that as consum-
ers, we prefer alternatives.

This is just one example of 
how we can all fulfill the mitz-
vah of bal tashchit - do not de-
stroy. Consider a few other pos-
sible ways we can use what we 
need without being excessive: 
taking shorter showers, making 
fewer new clothing purchases, 
and drinking from reusable wa-
ter bottles. The concept of bal 
tashchit can help us all combat 
wastefulness and be better stew-
ards of our environment. Shalom 
Green would love to hear your 

ideas on how we can mitigate 
environmental destruction in our 
everyday lives. 

Connect with us on Facebook 
at Shalom Green: The Shalom 
Park Environmental Initiative 
is on Instagram and Twitter @
shalomgreen_CLT. If you are in-
terested in donating your time or 
dollars to Shalom Green, please 
visit our website at https://sha-
lomgreenclt.org/ and email us 
at  info@shalomgreenCLT.org. 
Jewish tradition teaches the im-
portance of caring for the en-
vironment, for we must act as 
partners in preserving creation.
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SHALOM GREEN

Jewish Values, Sustainable Living

Shalom Park Environmental Initiative

S h a l o m  P a r k   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I n i t i a t i v e

Bal Tashchit and Beyond: Do Not Destroy

Alan Goldberg
be in charge of white employ-
ees. Alan needed someone with 
a photographic memory who 
could lift a 250-pound case of 
yarn. Rauch introduced Alan to 
an African American pharmacist 
by the name of Dr. Smith, who 
knew just the man (with a name 
right out of Central Casting): 
George Columbus Washington. 

Shortly thereafter, Alan re-
ceived a phone call late one night 
telling him that during the third 
shift, someone at the plant had 
hung an effigy of a Black man. 
After contacting the police, Alan 
drove to the plant with Ruth (who 
insisted on accompanying him), 
locked her in his office with in-
structions to call the police if 
needed, and went onto the factory 
floor to fire the two men respon-
sible, right there on the spot. De-
spite his short stature, Alan was 
armed with remarkable courage 
and the conviction that hatred 
must be met head on. 

Alan’s goodness led to much 
volunteer work in the Jewish 
community. When a back injury 
sidelined him from playing ten-
nis and golf, Alan took up pho-
tography. Most of the pictures in 
Morris Speizman’s book “The 
Jews of Charlotte” were taken by 
Alan, as are many of the Jewish 
Family Services (JFS) photos in 
the lobby of the Levine Jewish 
Community Center (LJCC). Alan 
joined JFS’s board in 1994, and 
within three years served as its 
chair, a position he held for six 
years. At the end of his term, JFS 
made him its first lifetime board 
member.

 Upon his retirement, Alan 
served for seven years as a pho-
tographer for Shalom Park Free-
dom School, a literacy-based 
summer program. He braved the 
sweltering summer heat to doc-
ument economically disadvan-
taged youngsters at barbecues, 
chess boards, swimming pools, 
and horse pastures. 

In 2019, Alan and Ruth were 
recipients of Temple Israel’s hon-
ored Shofar Award for their years 
of service to Temple Israel and to 
the Charlotte Jewish community. 
In addition to Alan’s service to 
the community, Ruth had been 
a teacher at Temple Israel’s re-
ligious school along with direc-
tor of its preschool and editor of 
“The American Jewish Times 
Outlook,” and she has served in 
countless other leadership roles 
in the Jewish community inside 
and outside of Temple Israel.

Toward the end of his life, 
Alan developed Parkinson’s and 
enrolled at the LJCC in Rock 
Steady Boxing, a non-contact 
boxing-based fitness curriculum, 
which Alan and Ruth continued 
to participate in via Zoom during 
the COVID lockdown.

Temple Israel’s Rabbi Mi-
chael Wolk, who often visited 
with Alan and Ruth when in-per-
son services weren’t being held 
during the pandemic, spoke at Al-
an’s funeral service about Alan’s 
division’s liberation of a concen-
tration camp. While waiting for 
medics and U.S. commanders 
to arrive, a Jewish survivor and 
Alan (each knowing just a little 
of the other’s language) had an 
exchange through the barbed 
wire fence. The survivor was 
so happy not just for the food 
rations but also to know that he 
was speaking to a fellow Jew. His 
words: “I’m the same as you.” 

Tzedakah, humor, and love of 
family guided Alan’s life. He was 
inspired by his grandmother’s 
wisdom regarding fundraising: 
“Cover the seats with tochases.” 
When folks asked him, “How are 
you?” he channeled the positivity 
and wit of Temple Israel’s former 
Rabbi Richard Rocklin: “Things 
are phenomenal — but they will 
improve.” And with pride he cel-
ebrated family simchas at Temple 
Israel: L’dor v’dor. 

What does it cost to go to col-
lege these days?  Several factors 
make this a complicated answer. 
Where to go to school, whether 
to live on campus or at home, 
whether the school is private or 
public – these are all factors to 
consider. 

In 2021, the total cost for a 
student from Charlotte to attend 
the University of North Caro-
lina at Charlotte was $23,716. 
This includes tuition and fees, 
books and supplies, food and 
board, transportation to and from 
school, transportation at school, 
and miscellaneous expenses. By 
contrast, the cost to attend Da-
vidson College, a private univer-
sity, was estimated at $70,225. 

Jewish Educational Loan 
Fund (JELF) was designed to 
provide interest-free loans to 
Jewish students who demon-
strate need. JELF loans are 
designed to help students who 
are pursuing undergraduate, 
graduate, or vocational school 
degrees. In 2021 alone, JELF 
provided $73,126 to 17 Jewish 

students from Charlotte, North 
Carolina. As you can imagine, 
these loans, which never accrue 
interest, provide a significant 
amount of relief! 

JELF services a five-state re-
gion (Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Vir-
ginia, excluding metro DC). 
JELF applicants can attend 

school anywhere in the United 
States as long as their school 
is accredited and they are reg-
istered as full-time students. In 
short, JELF helps students chase 
their dreams – interest free!

Elisabeth Blum, a recent 
JELF alumni from Charlotte, is 
incredibly proud to have used 
JELF, stating, “I was able to 
focus on school, community, 
internships, and the full college 
experience without worrying too 
much over tuition expenses.” To 
learn more about JELF and see if 
you or someone you know qual-
ify, visit us at jelf.org. JELF’s 
application for 0% interest stu-
dent loans is available January 
through April 30 and again from 
August to September 30. Start 
your interest-free journey today 

How Expensive Is It To Attend 
College in 2022?

(Continued from page 18)

Elisabeth Blum, a recent JELF alumn 
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When you  
live here,  

you’re already  
there. 

A workout at the Levine JCC next door.  
Coffee with the soundtrack of kids at play. A walk in the park with the dog.  

Services at one of two synagogues in walking distance. 

It’s all right here outside the door of your gorgeous modern and secure residence  
in Generations at Shalom Park. Jewish in culture and open to all, Generations will be 
senior living like you’ve never seen.

Generations was conceived through a collaboration between  
the partners at Shalom Park and Aldersgate Life Plan Services.  
Aldersgate will operate the community, bringing its 75 years  
of expertise in the aging services field.

Now, for a limited time, those who join our  
Genesis Club will receive up to a six-figure discount.  
Contact us today to learn more. 

(704) 736-3343 • generationsatshalompark.com
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Daniel A. Lewis
Family Law Attorney

 DRC - Certified Family Financial Mediator
Collaborative Divorce Professional

Assisting clients in resolving family law disputes since 2005
• Divorce
• Child Custody & Support
• Alimony
• Distribution of Assets & Debts
• Pre-marital Agreements

Named to The Best Lawyers in America® for Family Law
(2019 – 2023)

Proud Member of the
Charlotte Jewish Community Since 2010

Tin Fulton Walker & Owen, PLLC
Tel (704) 338-1220 | dlewis@tinfulton.com | www.tinfulton.com

Fill in the missing numbers so that the equations work left to right and 
top to bottom. Each equation must equal the number indicated at the 
side or bottom of the grid. 

Note: order of operations does not necessarily comply with mathemat-
ics conventions.

Set Square Puzzle

(Solution on page 29)



Across
1. Part of SSN: Abbr.
4. “Milady”
8. “Young fella”
13. One, in Mexico
14. Teen woe
15. Tear inducing vegetable
16. Shabbat ___
18. Sawyer of news
19. Alastor Moody’s nickname, 
in the Harry Potter series
20. Result of visiting Australia
21. Poverty, pollution, and such
22. Tuba or trombone
24. “The Waste Land” author’s 
initials
25. Kind of birth with a reverse 
delivery
27. AKA The Great War
30. “Jeopardy!” host
31. Notable Piper
32. Shabbat ___
35. ___ Shabbat
37. Haifa, for one
38. Potassium-rich food
41. “Spider-Man” producer Arad

42. Girlfriend of Ferris (Bueller)
43. Nidre preceder
46. Newborn puppy
47. Start of a “Yentl” song
48. Classic film composer Mor-
ricone, and others
51. Another name for Birthright
53. Solomon expanded David’s
54. ___ Shabbat
56. Wear away slowly
57. Half a threat, with “or”
58. Had some dessert
59. Man at the polls
60. Shed tears
61. Cow or hen

Down
1. Camp David event
2. Former NBA All-Stars 
Shaquille and Jermaine
3. Shabbat ___
4. Actor William H.
5. Need ibuprofen, say
6. The Ducks, on scoreboards
7. “It was just OK”
8. Shabbat ___

9. F.D.R. and J.F.K., e.g.
10. Part of a clock or watch
11. 16th century Jewish hero 
Gracia Nasi
12. ___ Shabbat
17. ‘Hood to the right of Central 
Park on most maps
20. Hugh known for singing, 
dancing, and tearing things apart 
with adamantium claws
22. California’s Air
23. Outdoor retail giant
25. Life account, briefly
26. Just goes on and on and on
27. “Ease on Down the Road” 
musical, with “The”
28. Small
29. Dictator Amin
30. Treif sandwich letters
31. School advisory grp.
32. Place for a chemical peel
33. Car-pool lane designation
34. Diamondbacks Jewish name 
on scoreboards?
36. Number for January
39. Internet company that once 
charged by the hour
40. Shluff
42. ___ Shabbat
43. Shabbat ___
44. Powerful painkiller
45. Opposite of former
46. Oscar who created Dorian 
Gray
47. Org. with a Champions Tour
48. ___ Shabbat
49. Roman Emperor who con-
verted to Judaism, per lore
50. Israeli footwear
51. 1/16 cup: Abbr.
52. Help break the law
54. ___ Garden Hills, Queens
55. Lager alternative
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By Linda Levy, Voting Rights 
Group 

“Al tifros min hatzibur.”  The 
sage Hillel taught: “Do not sepa-
rate yourself from the communi-
ty”  (Pirke Avot 2:5). Moreover, 
it is our responsibility to play an 
active role in our community and 
choosing its leaders. With this 
advice, cited by the Religious 
Action Center of Reform Juda-
ism, we as Jews have a respon-
sibility to vote.

In the November 2022 gen-
eral election, your ballot will 
include a number of extremely 
important leaders: All North Car-
olinians will be electing a U.S. 
senator, and Mecklenburg Coun-
ty residents in the 12th and 14th 
congressional districts will elect 
their representative to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Other 
elected officials on the ballot will 

be state senators, state represen-
tatives, county commissioners 
at-large and county commis-
sioners in all districts, a district 
attorney, clerk of the Superior 
Court, sheriff, Soil & Water 
Conservation District member, 
and Superior Court judges. In ad-
dition, Charlotte City residents 
will elect a mayor, city council 
at-large members, Charlotte City 
Council district members, and 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School 
Board members. Other towns 

will elect their local leaders as 
well. So this is a very full ballot! 
As Carolina Jewish for Justice 
notes, “Everything is on the bal-
lot — healthcare, reproductive 
rights, gun control, voting rights 
and democracy.”

To find your specific candi-
dates on the ballot, Mecklenburg 
residents can visit the Mecklen-
burg County Board of Elections 
website at www.meckboe.org. 
Residents of other counties can 
Google their local board of elec-
tions website or the North Caro-
lina Board of Elections website 
at www.ncsbe.gov.

The polls are open from 6:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on election day, 
Tuesday, November 8,  but there 
are many other opportunities to 
cast your ballot. Absentee One 
Stop voting (“early voting”) runs 
from October 20 to November 5. 

Information on sites and times of 
early voting are available from 
the Mecklenburg County Board 
of Elections. Absentee ballots 
(vote by mail) are also available 
from the Board of Elections.

Of course, to vote, you must 
be registered! You can check 
your voter registration status 
at vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup/. If 
you are not registered to vote, 
the deadline to register to vote 
is October 14.  But at the early 
voting sites, you can register to 
vote and vote!

Excellent information on the 
candidates’ positions is available 
from the League of Women Vot-
ers at vote411.org .  

Carolina Jews for Justice is 
also offering many opportunities 
to get involved. You can check 
out its Voting Rights webpage 
at www.carolinajewsforjustice.

org/voting_rights for the latest 
events and activities. One to es-
pecially consider is the Get Out 
the Vote Shabbat on October 21. 
Go to www.carolinajewsforjus-
tice.org/gotv_shabbat for details 
and a way to register. 

Rabbi Yitzhak taught, “A ruler 
is not to be appointed unless the 
community is first consulted” 
(Babylonian Talmud Berachot 
55a).

This deeply embedded eth-
ic of political participation has 
guided Jews to enthusiastically 
participate in the American elec-
toral process.  So GO VOTE!

Every Vote Counts in Upcoming Elections

Why Hire a 
Salesman When
You Can Hire a
Sales Mensch?

ww Free Market Analysis  ww Free MEGA Open House
ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
Your Home Tomorrow.Your Home Tomorrow.

andy@andyre.comwww.SalesMensch.com         

October Crossword Sponsored by Cookies & More

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61

www.vrbbcharlotte.com

(Solution on page 32)
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COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-496-9310

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-8670
PROVIDENCE

Waltonwood Senior Living caters to active seniors who desire social opportunities and a carefree lifestyle. 
With great locations and warm, caring staff, you’ll feel right at home as soon as you step inside. 

Life Enrichment programs | Chef-prepared meals, and desserts created by our Pastry Chef | Personal care team available 24/7

Call and schedule a tour today!

How To Vote in North Carolina
North Carolina allows any voter 
to request a ballot by mail. You 
can also vote in person in North 
Carolina during early voting and 
on Election Day.

Who can register to vote?
To register in North Carolina you 
must:
- Be a citizen of the United States
live in the county where you are 
registering, and have resided 
there for at least 30 days prior to 
the date of the election
- Be 18 years old by the day of the 
next General Election. You may 
pre-register to vote if you are at 
least 16 years old. You may vote 
in a primary election if you will 
be 18 years old at the time of the 
General Election
- Not be in jail or prison for a fel-
ony conviction

How do I vote in person?
Vote on Election Day: Voters in 
North Carolina can look up where 
to vote on North Carolina's site.
Vote early: North Carolina does 
offer early voting. Learn more 
about voting early in North Car-
olina.
What to bring:If you've voted in 
North Carolina before, you don't 
need to show ID to vote.

If you registered to vote for the 
first time and did not provide a 

North Carolina driver license 
number or last four digits of your 
Social Security number on your 
registration application, or you 
provided a number that could not 
be validated, you will be required 
to show proof of identification. 
Proof of identification includes:
- Current and valid photo iden-
tification
- Current utility bill, bank state-
ment, government check, pay-
check, or other government doc-
ument that shows your name and 
address
Voters without ID: If you are 
unable to provide ID, you will 
still be able to vote a provisional 
ballot and can bring one of these 
documents to the board of elec-
tions prior to canvass.

How do I vote by mail?
- Request your mail-in ballot with 
a mail ballot application.
- Fill out the application com-
pletely.
- Submit the request to your local 
election office.
When your ballot arrives, read it 
carefully and follow the instruc-
tions to complete it and return it.
Note: You may not return your 
ballot to a polling place on Elec-
tion Day.

Visit https://ncvoterguide.org/ for  
the North Carolina Voter Guide.



By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
Did you know that in October, 

monarch butterflies residing in 
the eastern part of North Ameri-
ca begin their migration south to 
Mexico? This year, October also 
begins with Jews migrating, in a 
way, from one Jewish year to the 
next. On behalf of the Hadassah 
Charlotte Metro chapter, I wish 
everyone a meaningful fast on 
Yom Kippur, a joyful Sukkot, 

and happy Simchat Torah. Chag 
sameach! 

Fun in the New Year
Please join us for Hadassah 

Charlotte Metro’s first annual 
Game Day and Silent Auction 
on Sunday, October 23 from 2 
to 5 p.m. Sign up on our website 
and bring your own mahjong set, 
Rummikub, cards, or any other 
games you would like to play. 
We will have card tables set 

up at Crews Recreation Center, 
1201 Crews Road in Matthews. 
Bring your friends or play in a 
new group and meet new people. 

Silent auction items include a 
wonderful weeklong vacation in 
Hilton Head, a four-day weekend 
in beautiful Beech Mountain, 
North Carolina, a black-and-
white drawing by Caricatures by 
Joel, wine basket, and more. For 
$25.00, you can enjoy snacks and 

drinks, one free door prize tick-
et, and a day of fun and laughter. 
Deadline to register is October 
18.

The next Wine & Schmooze is 
Tuesday, November 1. Join us at 
7 p.m. at Vintner Wine Market in 
the Arboretum Shopping Center 
on the first Tuesday of the month. 
Note that we are not meeting in 
October because of Kol Nidre. 
Whether you are a longtime, 
new, or potential member, stop 
by for a casual evening. 

Learn Something New
Have you lived in Charlotte 

most of your life, or have you 
moved here from somewhere 
else? Do you know about Char-
lotte Jewish history? If not, here’s 
a chance to learn. Sign up for a 
special Jewish Heritage Tour on 
Sunday, November 13. We will 
meet at 11 a.m. at Queens Uni-
versity and conclude by 3 p.m. 
The price is $36, and lunch is 
included. The program is open 
to both men and women.

Charlotte’s 165 years of Jew-
ish history is rich with civic, 
business and religious leaders, 
and philanthropists. Participants 
will enjoy a unique, engaging, 
entertaining, and educational 
walk through our city’s history. 
We will pass through historic 
sites that highlight Jewish con-
tributions to our county and state 
as we explore the pluralistic and 
powerful Jewish community that 
thrives in Charlotte today. Hear 
stories that can’t be found in his-
tory books and personal gems of 
wisdom from the voices of our 
community’s founders, builders, 
and humanitarians. Check our 
website for details and sign-ups.

Check Your Ta-Tas
October is also Breast Can-

cer Awareness Month. Plan 
now for your mammogram. The 
Mammovan (aka Novant Health 
Breast Center mobile unit) will 
be onsite at the Levine Jewish 
Community Center on Nov. 30. 
Call Novant at (704) 384-7226 
to make an appointment.

We Love to Read!
October is National Book 

Month. Celebrate by joining one 
(or more) of our book clubs. 

Hadassah BookTalk kicks 
off 5783 by discussing “Not 
Our Kind” by Kitty Zeldis on 
October 25 at 7 p.m. Join us on 
Zoom. Looking ahead, we will 
talk about “Mary Jane” by Jes-
sica Anya Blau on November 15 
(note new date).

Beverly’s Book Nook meets 
on Friday, October 14 at 1:30 
p.m. via Zoom to discuss “The 
Matzah Ball” by Jean Meltzer. 
We will discuss “Saving the 
Music” by Vincent B. “Chip” 
LoCoco on November 18.

Beginning on October 21, the 
Short Story Discussion Group 
will talk about stories from Israe-
li author Amos Oz’s collection, 
“Scenes from Village Life.” It 
is a novel in stories that depict 
the fast changes in Israeli society 
and in the state’s scenery. Mark 
your calendar for future meetings 
on November 18 and December 
16. The Short Story Discussion 
Group meets monthly on the 
third Friday at 11:45 a.m. via 
Zoom.

Hadassah Happenings
The next Hadassah Charlotte 

Metro Board is on Monday, Oc-
tober 24. Meetings are at 6 p.m. at 
the South County Library, 5801 
Rea Road, Community Room B. 
A Zoom link is available if you 
cannot attend in person.

Interested in joining Hadas-
sah or learning more? Contact 
Anik Harrison at the phone or 
email below or come to one of 
our events.

Our website, www.hadassah-
cltevents.org, has details about 
our events. If you have ques-
tions, email HadassahCLT@
gmail.com or call our general 
phone number, (980) 553-1880. 
Your message will be forwarded 
to the correct person.

Follow us on social media: 
Facebook (Hadassah CLT Met-
ro), Instagram (Hadassah Char-
lotte Metro), and Twitter (@Ha-
dassahCLT).
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Hadassah Plays and Learns in the New Year
Women’s News
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Loan programs may change at any time with or without notice. Information deemed reliable but not 
guaranteed. All loans subject to income verification, credit approval and property appraisal. Not a 
commitment to lend. Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group, L.L.C. NMLS #72043 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is 
an Equal Opportunity Lender. Located at 600 Lynnhaven Parkway Suite 100 Virginia Beach, VA 23452.

The Local Lender  
You Can Trust

As a Charlotte native, I grew up 
attending the JCC and I had my 
Bar Mitzvah at Temple Beth El.

Today, I’m the local lender 
who’ll guide you through a 
Home Purchase, Refinance, 
Construction-to-Permanent 
Loan, and every lending solution 
in between.

Paul Mattos
Mortgage Banker
NMLS #2339069,  
Licensed in NC, SC

980-221-4959
PaulMattos@atlanticbay.com
CarolinaHomeFinancing.com
PaulMattos.com

Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. ro skindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

By Chavie Lieber New York 
(JTA) October 7, 2012

It’s almost encoded in your 
Jewish DNA: How you make 
your stuffed cabbage all depends 
on where your grandmother 
came from.

For many, the delicacy is 
served on the holiday of Simchat 
Torah much the same way that 
latkes are associated with Cha-
nukah, hamentaschen tag along 
with Purim and Shavuot comes 
with a plethora of dairy dishes.

So how did the overcooked, 
gelatinous, rolled-up dish be-
come associated with the last 
festival of the High Holidays 
season?

“Most of the traditional foods 
we eat on Jewish holidays start 
out with a seasonal reason as 
to why we eat them, and later a 
religious significance is tacked 
on,” says Gil Marks, a Jewish 
food historian and author of the 
“Encyclopedia of Jewish Food.” 
“Vegetables like cabbage were 
in season during the fall and 
very cheap, so stuffed cabbage 
became one of the most popular 
traditional foods eaten. Cabbage 
was the odor of the shtetl.”

Travel back some 500 years 
to the 16th century, when Jews 
first started living in shtetls. The 
Jews mostly kept to themselves, 
but the food they ate often was a 
kosher adaptation of what their 
non-Jewish neighbors were eat-
ing, Marks says.

Stuffed cabbage was a staple 
dish for peasants during the cold 
season in places such as Turkey 
and Persia, and it arrived to the 
Jews of Europe from the south 
and the east, according to Marks. 
Jews living in places like Russia 
and Poland learned the dish from 
the Tatars, a Turkish group that 
ruled the area in the 16th centu-
ry, while Jews living in south-
ern European countries such 
as Hungary and the Balkans 
learned it from their Turkish 
neighbors, who then were un-
der the control of the Ottoman 
Empire.

Eastern European Jews 
adapted the dish with cabbage 
and kosher meat, naming it af-
ter a dove because the rolled 
up item resembled a bird in 
a nest. So in Russian it was 
called golub, in Ukraine hol-
ub and in Yiddish teibel — all 
words for dove.

Those living in the Ottoman 
Empire made the dish using 
local grape leaves. They gave 
the dish a more literal name 
in Turkish, like sarma, which 
means wrap, yaprak for leaf, 
or dolma for stuffed.

From here, Jewish commu-
nities added their variations. 
Many Hungarian Jews use a 
dash of marjoram, Syrians add 
cinnamon, Persians throw in 
some dill and mint, and Ro-

manians toss in lots of garlic and 
paprika.

As meat was expensive, many 
Jews in the Middle East and Ro-
mania would add rice to reduce 
the share of meat needed, while 
Eastern European Jews would 
add bread, barley or kasha. 
Some Middle Eastern varieties 
use only rice for the stuffing.

“They didn’t always have 
money to buy meat, but when 
they did, they saved it for special 
occasions and served their best 
dish on Simchas Torah,” Marks 
said, using the Ashkenazic pro-
nunciation for the holiday.

When Jews began to immi-
grate to America in the 19th and 
20th century, the dish took on 
new variations, like cooking it 
in a tomato stew or a sweet-and-
sour sauce.

“I’ve met so many people 
over the years that like to make 
their own little variation of the 
dish, adding a little sour cream 
or parmesan cheese,” Joan Na-
than, a Jewish cuisine author and 
television producer, told JTA. 
“But honestly, why change a 
recipe that has been through so 
many generations and is perfect 
the way it is? We use the same 
recipe, year after year, and that’s 
what makes it so special.”

With the dish appearing at the 
end of Sukkot year after year — 
Simchat Torah comes the day 
after Sukkot ends, and some 
American Jews spend the hol-
iday’s first day, called Shemini 
Atzeret, eating in the sukkah — 
Jews began ascribing new mean-
ings to stuffed cabbage. (Or, per-
haps, those points of significance 
were hidden in the folds of the 
cabbage all along.)

“Some believe stuffing a food 
represents the time of harvest-
ing, since Sukkot marks the fall 

harvest. More importantly, it 
was easily transferable in and 
out of the sukkah,” Marks said. 
“It also has an interesting visual. 
One stuffed cabbage on a plate 
noticeably resembles a rolled 
up Torah scroll — and two, side 
by side, also looks like a Torah, 
rolled up halfway.”

Tori Avey, a Jewish convert 
who writes the culinary blog 
Shiksa in the Kitchen, says read-
ers from all over the world have 
sent recipes to her. Some were 
identical.

“For a sweet and sour flavor, 
readers wrote to add sour salt, al-
though some opt for lemon juice 
or apple cider vinegar,” Avey 
told JTA via email. “One reader 
with Russian ancestors uses lem-
on peels. Some readers said they 
use sauerkraut for the sauce, and 
others use convenience ingredi-
ents like cranberry juice, V-8, 
and even grape jelly.”

Whether you stew it, boil it, 
saute it or steam it, there’s no 
right or wrong when it comes to 
preparing stuffed cabbage. The 
important thing, Marks says, is 
to remember your roots.

“People remember the dif-
ferent variations of stuffed cab-
bage based on their mothers and 
grandmothers,” he said. “It’s not 
just about food. Eating some-
thing as traditional as this is a 
cultural experience, one that is 
spiritual and nostalgic. It man-
ages to transcend time, its food 
for the soul.”

See page 27 for a vegetarian 
stuffed cabbage recipe from My 
Jewish Learning/The Nosher.

The Jews, Stuffed Cabbage 
and Simchat Torah
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Bridgewood Property Company is carrying on its tradition of building award-winning 

communities and offering luxury retirement living, now available for discerning 

Charlotteans.

The Village on Morehead, currently under construction, will offer an exceptional experi-

ence for those seeking epicurean inspired cuisine, engaging programs, rejuvenating health 

and wellness services in a sophisticated community where you will Live Life Well®.

Information Office
801 E. Morehead, Ste. 201B

Charlotte, NC 28202
www.villageonmorehead.com

on Morehead

Join us for an informative luncheon.

October 12 | 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Dressler’s Metropolitan

RSVP by October 10
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Directions
To prep the cabbage: Bring a 

large pot of water to a boil. Salt 
the water generously, and then 
add the cabbage to the water. 
Boil the cabbage for 4-5 min-
utes. Then remove the cabbage 
from the pot and allow it to cool, 
reserve the water to boil the rice.

Once cool to the touch, re-
move the leaves, and place them 
on a clean kitchen towel to re-
move any excess liquid. The cen-
ter of the cabbage/smaller leaves 
will not be as pliable and can be 
reserved for other uses.

To make the filling: Bring the 
pot of water back to a boil, and 
add the rice. Boil the rice for 
8-10 minutes, or until partially 
cooked. Drain and reserve.

To a large skillet over medi-
um heat, add the oil and chopped 
onion. Allow the onion to get 
golden brown and slightly cara-
melized, stirring occasionally for 
about 15-20 minutes. This step 
takes some time but adds a lot 
of flavor; prep the other vegeta-
bles while the onion caramelizes. 
Add the garlic to the onion, and 
sauté for 1-2 minutes. Add the 
cubed eggplant and diced carrot 
to the onion mixture; add more 
oil if needed. Generously season 
with salt and pepper, and sauté 
the eggplant mixture until the 
eggplant is softened, about 10-

15 minutes. Taste, and adjust the 
seasoning.

Turn off the heat. Add the par-
boiled rice, garlic powder, papri-
ka, and if using, add the umami/
dried mushroom seasoning 
blend. Allow the eggplant filling 
to cool. Add the egg if using, and 
mix until it is well combined.

To make the sauce: In a large 
pot or Dutch oven, sauté the on-
ions and garlic until softened and 
aromatic, about 5 minutes. Add 
the apple, and sauté for anoth-
er 2-3 minutes or until slightly 
softened. Add tomato paste and 
stir and cook for 1 minute. Add 
the tomato sauce, and add an 
equal amount of water. Then 
add bay leaf, salt, pepper, and 
maple syrup or sugar. Your sauce 
should start out very thin, but it 
will thicken as it cooks. Bring 
the sauce to a boil, and simmer 
on low for at least 30 minutes. 
Taste the sauce before adding 
the stuffed cabbage, and adjust 
for salt or sweetness. Dilute with 
more water if needed.

To assemble: Separate the 
cabbage leaves, and cut out the 
thickest part of the center vein/
core.

Fill each cabbage leaf with ap-
proximately ¼-cup of filling near 
the base of the leaf. Fold the base 
of the leaf over the filling, fold 
the sides of the leaf towards the 

center, and then roll until the cab-
bage is formed into a burrito-like 
package. Place seam-side down 
into the pot; cabbage rolls can be 
stacked on top of each other as 
long as they are all submerged 
in the sauce.

Cover the pot, and let the cab-
bage simmer for 50-60 minutes 
on low heat, or until tender and 
the rice is completely cooked 
through. Add more water if the 
sauce appears too thick at any 
point, or when reheating. The 
sauce should be easy to spoon 
over the cabbage.

Serve topped with fresh herbs 
and/or sour cream.

Reprinted with permission 
from MyJewishLearning.com/
thenosher

By Sonya Sanford
From Italy to Poland, from 

Ukraine to China, stuffed cabbage 
is a classic comfort food in many 
parts of the world. While it takes 
some time to make, the effort put 
into the dish is rewarded in its 
results: The cabbage turns tender 
and sweet, and the savory filling is 
enhanced by the tanginess of the 
tomato sauce it slowly simmers in

While stuffed cabbage is typ-
ically made with ground meat, 
this Ashkenazi-style stuffed cab-
bage is vegetarian and is made 
with eggplant. The recipe for 
the filling is versatile, it is glu-
ten and dairy-free, and it can be 
made vegan by omitting the egg. 
If you’re not a fan of eggplant, 
you can replace the eggplant with 
zucchini or your favorite vegan 
ground meat substitute. If you 
prefer meat, you can substitute 
the eggplant in this recipe for an 
equal amount of ground beef or 
chicken. I find the eggplant offers 
its own “meatiness” to the dish; 
and when it is peeled and cut into 
small cubes it becomes tender and 
soft, and easily absorbs the flavors 
of the caramelized onion, garlic 
and spices that help create the 
unmistakable flavors of Eastern 
European-style stuffed cabbage. 
The sauce is slightly sweet and 
sour, and it demands to be eaten 
with a slice of good crusty bread 
to mop up any last drops. 

Ingredients

For the cabbage rolls:

1 large Savoy or green cabbage
⅔ cups Basmati rice, rinsed
3 Tbsp neutral cooking oil
1 large onion, diced fine
2-3 cloves garlic, minced fine
1½ lbs pounds (2 medium) egg-
plant, peeled and cubed small
1 small carrot, diced fine
1½ tsp garlic powder
½ tsp paprika
½ tsp umami season blend/dried 
mushroom seasoning blend (op-
tional)
Salt and pepper, to taste
1 large egg, optional

For the sauce:

28 oz tomato purée, plus an equal 
amount of water
½ a large onion, finely chopped
3-4 cloves garlic, finely minced
1 small apple, peeled and finely 
diced
2 Tbsp tomato paste
2-3 Tbsp maple syrup, or 2 tsp 
sugar, or to taste
1 bay leaf
Salt and pepper, to taste

Vegetarian Stuffed Cabbage Recipe
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home of the
sweet treats

lisa nagel
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Cakes, Pies, Cookies, Barks
All natural ingredients

Free local delivery
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Mention this ad and receive a
free pound of cookies or bark.

By Stewart Ain (JTA) Septem-
ber 1, 2022 

Gideon Buddenhagen, a 
17-year-old biracial Jew of col-
or from Oakland, California, has 
tried to live his life by the guid-

ing principle of tikkun olam — 
the Jewish value that translates 
as repairing the world. 

“I interpret that to mean re-
pairing my community,” he said. 
“One way I try to do that is by 

creating equitable systems that 
help to uplift marginalized peo-
ple of color.”

When he was sitting in com-
puter coding class one day in the 
ninth grade at Oakland Techni-
cal High School, Gideon was 
struck by an idea. He had been 
serving as a volunteer tutor to a 
third-grade student of color who 
had no awareness of computer 
science. Why not help create a 
pathway to leadership and suc-
cess for middle school students 
of color?

“I saw how I was benefitting 
from the technology field by tak-
ing this class called Google Code 
Next at Google’s office in Oak-
land,” Gideon said. “The class is 
directed towards high school stu-
dents of color and teaches cod-
ing, technology — a whole range 
of subjects related to computer 
science. It is funded by Google 
and run by Google staff, who are 
usually of color.”

Gideon figured it could be 
transformative to provide com-
puter technology classes to mid-
dle school students of color who 
generally had no knowledge 
about computer science.

“I wanted to offer opportuni-
ties to learn about computer sci-
ence as a pathway out of pover-
ty and show these students cool, 
smart role models who look like 
them,” he said.

Working with professionals at 
Google, Gideon created a pro-
gram to do that. Called Leader-
ship in Motion, it’s now being 
adopted by Google.

The initiative also earned 
Gideon the distinction of being 
one of 15 extraordinary teenag-
ers nationwide to be selected as a 
recipient of the 2022 Diller Teen 
Tikkun Olam Award, a program 
of the Helen Diller Family Foun-
dation. Gideon applied for the 
award after reading about it in a 
newsletter from his synagogue, 
Kehilla Community Synagogue 
in Oakland. 

Receiving the Tikkun Olam 
Award “helps me accelerate my 
education and deepens my con-
nection with the Jewish commu-
nity in a way I might not have 
had without it,” Gideon said. “It 
gives me the ability to meet so 
many teen leaders and to connect 
with a network of amazing peo-
ple who do wonderful things in 

the world and are eager to help 
uplift and support one another.”

The $36,000 award was 
founded in 2007 by Bay Area 
philanthropist Helen Diller to 
recognize socially committed 
young leaders whose dedication 
to volunteerism exemplifies the 
spirit of tikkun olam. This year’s 
awardees addressed such socie-
tal challenges as climate change, 
the need to support veterans, ref-
ugees, and senior citizens.

Gideon’s idea to provide 

This Biracial Jewish Teen Is Helping Bring 
Computer Coding to Young Students of Color

(Continued on page 29)

Gideon Buddenhagen (Diller Teen Tik-
kun Olam Awards)



The Charlotte Jewish News - October 2022 - Page 29 

Live More, 
Worry Less

At Briar Creek Health Center

Our community fosters an environment where 

residents aren’t just neighbors…they’re friends 

and they can live more and worry less.

Offering:
• Assisted Living

• Memory Support

• Long Term and Short Term Rehabilitation

• Skilled Nursing

© 2022 The Barclay at SouthPark

6041 PIEDMONT ROW DRIVE SOUTH  CHARLOTTE, NC 28210

980.443.6760   |   THEBARCLAYATSOUTHPARK.COM

A Life Plan Community offered by Liberty Senior Living

122128 barclay at south park bchc live more worry less ad-cjn.indd   1122128 barclay at south park bchc live more worry less ad-cjn.indd   1 7/12/22   4:33 PM7/12/22   4:33 PM

Set Square Puzzle Solution
(Puzzle on page 21)

learning opportunities for mid-
dle school students of color in 
computer technology is proving 
to not only benefit them but give 
the high school students of color 
who teach them an opportunity 
to lead and be mentors in their 
community. 

Google staff were support-
ive of Gideon’s idea when he 
broached it at a Google Code 
Next class he took in 2020. One 
staff member worked with him 
to figure out how to actualize it 
and build a curriculum. While 
the COVID pandemic raged, 
Gideon spent much of 2020 and 
2021 developing connections 
to local nonprofit organizations 
with after-school programs.

One was Bridge the Gap Col-
lege Prep in Marin City, which 
offered a program specifically 
directed toward area students of 
color often underrepresented in 
professional fields and without 
access to the meaningful oppor-
tunities that white students usu-
ally receive, Gideon said.

In the fall of 2021, Gideon and 
three other volunteer high school 
students did a pilot project with 
middle school students of color 
from Gap College Prep, teaching 
them about computer science. 
The classes all were held virtu-
ally because of the pandemic.

Last spring another pilot pro-
gram was held for Bridge the 
Gap’s sixth-grade students.

That one-hour-a-day, eight-
week program proved successful. 
Last July, two groups of middle 
school students of color met in 
person at the Google Code Next 
lab in Oakland for a two-hour 
day of learning at which Gideon 
and a friend served as mentors.  

“It proved you can teach that 
many students, and we learned 
that having more mentors might 
be helpful,” Gideon said.

A second summer program 
was scheduled for this summer 
with a group of middle school 
students of color from a different 
after-school program in Oakland. 
These students were scheduled 
to attend for two hours every 
Tuesday and Thursday for four 
weeks.

“There is supervision from 
Google from time to time, but it 
is entirely run by the high school-
age mentors,” Gideon said.

After graduating high school 
with honors, Gideon is now 
looking forward to replicating 
Leadership in Motion on the East 
Coast, where he will be attending 
Brown University this fall. He al-
ready has spoken about it with 
Google, which plans to adopt it 
for its Google Code Next office 
in New York City.  

This article was sponsored by 
and produced in partnership with 
the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam 
Awards, which celebrate tikkun 
olam, or “repairing the world.” 
Each year, the Helen Diller Fam-
ily Foundation recognizes up to 
15 extraordinary Jewish teenag-
ers from across the United States 
with an award of $36,000 each 
to honor their initiatives to help 
change the world. Nominate 
a young leader today or teens 
can apply directly by January 5, 
2023. This story was produced 
by JTA’s native content team.

Jewish Teen
(Continued from page 28)
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Whether or not you have reg-
istered for Hebrew High, He-
brew for Credit, or our Moving 
Traditions groups, you might be 
wondering about some of these 
questions below. Here are some 
of the top 10 questions parents 
have asked in the past.  

What is Hebrew High?
Hebrew High is a joint ven-

ture between Temple Beth El 
and Temple Israel offering 8th-
12th grade students in the great-
er Charlotte area a top-notch 
Jewish educational experience 
and meaningful opportunities to 
create friendships and memories 
they will cherish for a lifetime. 
All Jewish teens are welcome 
to sign up for Hebrew High. 
We offer an enriched academ-
ic program in an environment 
that exposes teens to a variety 
of ideas, values, and practices 
that strengthen Jewish identity. 
We are more than a high school 
program; we are a kehillah – a 
community of bright, committed, 
young hearts and minds – dedi-
cated to building a vibrant Jew-
ish future for the next generation. 

When and where does He-
brew High meet?

Hebrew High’s primary pro-
gram meets weekly on Wednes-

days from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. It 
begins with a communal dinner 
at 7 p.m. and continues with a 
one-hour class from 7:30 pm to 
8:30 p.m. We meet on Shalom 
Park. 

What is the difference be-
tween religious school and 
Hebrew High?

The biggest difference is that 
your teen is in the driver’s seat 
during their time at Hebrew 
High; they get to create their own 
path! One example of this is that 
students are able to select which 
classes they want to take. During 
Hebrew High, they are learning 
about Judaism in a different way, 
building a deeper, more personal 
understanding of who they will 
be as a Jewish adult. Also, teens 
get to meet and hang out with 
other Jewish teens from across 
Charlotte! 

Tell me more about classes: 
do I take one class the entire 
year, or can I select different 
classes throughout the year? 
Who teaches them? 

The year is divided into three 
trimesters, and teens can choose 
from a variety of classes. The 
classes are open to specific grade 
levels in order to build relation-
ships among teens and to be most 

relevant to their lives. Classes 
are taught by our wonderful He-
brew High faculty and by clergy 
from Temple Beth El and Temple 
Israel.

When do we need to register 
by? 

There is no end date to reg-
ister. But to sign up for classes, 
we must receive a completed 
registration form. Classes fill 
up quickly, so you don’t want 
to wait!

I play a sport in the winter 
and will miss a lot of Hebrew 
High because of practice. Is 
that okay? 

Yes! Teens can sign up for 
one, two, or all three trimesters. 

We hope that this change will 
allow teens who have seasonal 
commitments to join us for part 
of the year.

What if I am signed up for 
just one trimester and mid-
way through the year, I want 
to sign up for another trimes-
ter? 

You can register for addi-
tional trimesters once the year 
begins.

What is Hebrew for Credit?
Hebrew High is proud to offer 

a Hebrew for High School Cred-
it program. Classes have been 
approved by Charlotte Meck-
lenburg Schools (CMS) and 
Union County Public Schools 
(UCPS). Students will receive 
one year of language credit for 

every two years they participate 
and pass their Hebrew for Cred-
it Class. Please note that UCPS 
will count as pass/fail only and 
will not affect your GPA. If you 
attend a private school, you are 
still welcome to take Hebrew for 
Credit to learn the language! All 
Hebrew classes will meet from 5 
to 7 p.m. on Wednesday nights at 
Shalom Park. 

What is the Moving Tradi-
tions Program? 

Last year, Hebrew High began 

a partnership with the nationally 
renowned organization, Moving 
Traditions, to offer Rosh Cho-
desh (girls) and Shevet (boys) 
groups for 8th and 9th graders 
monthly on Sundays from 5 to 
7 p.m. These groups use Jew-
ish teachings and a gender lens 
to explore issues teens care 
about, such as friendship, body 
image, pressure, and relation-
ships. These groups are led by 
Hebrew High faculty who are 
trained by the staff at Moving 
Traditions. (Hebrew High can 
also help teens connect with an 
online Tzelem group for trans, 
non-binary, or gender-question-
ing teens). 

Where can I go to learn 
more, read up on the class op-
tions, and register for Hebrew 
High?

Even though the year has al-
ready started, it is not too late to 
sign up! Please visit our website 
at www.hebrewhigh.org. 

Hebrew High: Most Frequently Asked 
Education and Youth



The higher you build your barrier
The taller I become
The farther you take my rights away
The faster I will run
You can deny me
You can decide to turn your face 
away
No matter ’cause there’s
Something inside so strong
I know that I can make it
-Labi Siffre, Something Inside So 
Strong

By Margaret Musa
If you walked outside the 

Levine Jewish Community Cen-
ter this summer between 8:30 
and 9 a.m., you likely heard 
these inspirational lyrics being 
sung (and shouted) each morn-
ing during Freedom School’s 
Harambee session. Harambee, 
a Kiswahili word meaning “all 
pull together,” captures the es-
sence of our 46 scholars joining 
in songs, chants, and cheers, af-
firming they are up for any chal-
lenge and nothing will stop them 
from growing up to be strong 
individuals with purposeful and 
fulfilling lives. 

Last summer marked the 
12th year that Shalom Park has 
sponsored a Freedom School. 

Scholars, from low-income 
households at risk for summer 
learning loss, spent six weeks on 
our Shalom Park campus. They 
completed a literacy program de-
signed to maintain and improve 
their reading and comprehension 
skills. The summer program 
also included participation in 
enrichment programs, including 
a mock newscast activity with 
WCNC Reporter Nick Carboni, 

chess lessons with hands-on 
playing time, field trips to Rays 
Splash Planet, a fun morning at 
the LJCC aquatic center, a visit 
on the Hornet’s Hugo Book Bus, 
and environmental programs 
with NC Wildlife and Catawba 
River Keepers. The site director, 
Imani Rankin, and a staff of five 
college interns, trained by the na-
tional Freedom School organiza-
tion, led the six-week program, 
and our Shalom Park community 
provided the funding, space, and 
volunteers. 

Each Agency on Shalom 
Park Supported the Program 

Sponsoring a Freedom School 
site is a significant financial and 
logistical undertaking. First, 
$85,000 was raised to pay for the 
program. Funds came from an al-
location from the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Charlotte, Temple 
Beth El’s tzedek fund, Temple Is-
rael’s social action fund, and 120 
individual donors. Second, space 
for classrooms was donated by 
Temple Israel, space for lunch 
and Finale was donated by Tem-
ple Beth El, playground use was 
donated by Charlotte Jewish Day 
School, and activity space and 

custodial and security services 
were donated by the Foundation 
of Shalom Park. The Levine-Sk-
lut Judaic Library provided each 
scholar with library visits and 
new books for their book shelfs 
at home. Additionally, the Foun-

dation of Shalom Park gave each 
scholar a new backpack filled 
with every school supply need-
ed for the upcoming school year!

(Continued on page 32)
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Volunteer Franki Clement shares a book during Harambee

Freedom School teen board members, 
Luke Zolotorofe and Andrew Lord

704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

Thursday, October 27,  
9:15-2:30 p.m.

Find out what we are all about!
Open House!Open House!

B”H

CALL TO SCHEDULE  CALL TO SCHEDULE  A PRIVATE TOURA PRIVATE TOUR

NOW  
ENROLLING 

TK-7!  

Freedom School Marks 12th Summer on 
Shalom Park



By Abby Sherman
The lights may be down on 

Jstage’s “Annie,” which pre-
miered in December of 2019, 
but they’re certainly up on Chil-
dren Theatre’s “Annie,” which 
runs from September 23 to Oc-
tober 23. Nora Yesowhich, who 
played Annie in Jstage’s produc-
tion, is now in Children’s The-
atre’s “Annie.” This time she 
plays Pepper, one of the orphans 
in Ms. Hannigan’s dreadful or-
phanage. The fact that Nora was 
cast in the show is a tribute to 
her true talent. Nora has been 
doing shows since she was very 
young, so it’s no surprise she’s 
had two major roles in Annie.

The shows at Children’s 
Theatre are very professional 
and not easy to be cast in. Ev-
erything is taken extremely seri-
ously ¬¬¬¬¬¬— especially the 
audition process. You have to 
go through a multistep process 
that includes tryouts and then 
callbacks. Once that’s over, it 
can take some time until the 
cast list is revealed. This time 
can be full of anxiety, as all you 
can do is wait and hope for the 
best. Finally, when the cast list 
comes out, you will find out if 
you got into the show. When 
Nora found out she had made 
the show, she was extremely 
excited and looking forward to 
being a part of “Annie.” Now 
she gets to have a taste of what 
professional theater is like. This 
experience can help her decide 
whether she wants to pursue the-
ater as a profession or if she just 
wants to be a part of theater as 
a hobby. For now, Nora plans to 
do shows at her school, North-
west School of the Arts, and at 
different venues in the Char-

lotte area. Nora has definitely 
chosen some of the best places 
to pursue musical theater. In 
Charlotte, Northwest School of 
the Arts and Children’s Theatre 
are some of the finest places to 
learn and perform in musicals. 
If Nora wants to get a taste of 
professional theater, she’s doing 
so at the right places. 

Musical theater is a special 
thing to be part of, as each cast 
is like a family. Next year Nora 
would love to continue to be part 
of the family at Children’s The-
atre. You can see Nora in action 
in “Annie” until October 23 at 
Children’s Theatre. For more 

information about the dates and 
times of the show, visit Chil-
dren’s Theatre’s website ctchar-
lotte.org. There’s more than one 
cast, so be sure to ask for the 
yellow cast if you want to see 
Nora as Pepper. After that you 
can see her in the middle school 
shows at Northwest School of 
the Arts. 

Abby Sherman is an 8th grad-
er at South Charlotte Middle 
School. She loves to perform 
in musicals, especially at the 
JCC. In her free time she loves 
to read, paint, and spend time  
with her friends and family. She 
enjoys baking and cooking.  
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Reach
Higher.
Shine
Brighter.

Volunteers Made the Pro-
gram a Success

The Shalom Park Freedom 
School steering committee, 
headed by Margaret Musa and 
Annie Lord, coordinated the pro-
gram. Merle Gottheim planned 
afternoon activities; Tess Berg-
er planned two amazing family 
nights in which families were 
served pizza, salad, fruit, and 
homemade desserts; Liz Wahls 
coordinated our Harambee read-
ers; Kathy Warshaw and Hilary 
Rosenbaum coordinated our 
volunteers; Judy Kaufmann and 
Maddy Gallant provided daily 
snacks; Cheryl Alley and Don-
na Birnberg planned the finale 
luncheon and show; and Nancy 
Zolotorofe and Lauren Campbell 
recruited, trained, and managed 

the teen board. 
Fifteen local teens joined the 

teen board and volunteered as 
teacher assistants in the class-
rooms.

Jered Mond and Izzy’s Cater-
ing generously catered delicious 
breakfasts and lunches to the 
scholars.

Twenty-eight volunteer read-
ers read stories aloud and shared 
their experiences with reading to 
the scholars at the morning Ha-
rambee sessions.  

Twenty-five volunteers served 
as regular reading buddies during 
the summer.

Steering Committee Mem-
bers Needed for 2023 

Although Freedom School 
2022 was an amazing success, 
the program cannot continue 
without volunteers to work on 
the steering committee. Many 
of our volunteers are stepping 
down from their positions, and 
new volunteers are needed to 
fill these positions. If you feel 
passionate about Shalom Park 

housing a 2023 Freedom School, 
we need your help! Please con-
tact co-chairs Margaret Musa at 
mmusa@carolina.rr.com or An-
nie Lord at anniehlord@gmail.
com. They would love to hear 
from you! 

Freedom School
(Continued from page 31)

JSTAGE Alumna To Perform in Annie at 
Children’s Theatre of Charlotte

Freedom School 2022 scholars ready 
for an art project

Freedom School volunteers serve des-
sert at Family Night

Nora Yesowhich to perform in Chil-
dren’s Theatre’s production of Annie

$2 OFF
Any Purchase 
of $10 or more
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Arboretum Shopping Center

7045415099
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Mike Sadri
Arboretum Shopping Center
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The Pajama Walk on Novem-
ber 13 is a community walk to 
raise awareness and funds for 
Friendship Circle and ZABS 
Place, two local nonprofits that 
help children and young adults 
with special needs — and special 
talents — realize their dreams of 
living purposeful lives.

Friendship Circle provides 
social opportunities and peer 
mentoring for children and teens. 

ZABS Place is a thrift boutique 
offering on-the-job training that 
can lead to a fulfilling career.

Here are some highlights at 
this year’s Pajama Walk: 

Ability Fair
A display of creations by lo-

cal crafters and artists with some 
seriously special talents! These 
unique items make great gifts 
and support inclusion and abil-
ity awareness (and of course the 

artist).
Pajama Catwalk
Yes, you heard that right! 

You'll finally have an opportunity 
to show off those supercool Pa-
jamas you’ve been hiding away!

Dreamland
Think of Candyland in a 

Dream... moon bounces, obsta-
cle courses, races, pajama games, 
face-painting and more! There 
will also be a designated area 
for preschool-age kids with their 
very own Bubble Show!

Opening ceremonies begin at 
12:30 p.m. at the Freedom Park 
Amphitheater. 

To learn more and sign up, vis-
it www.PajamaWalk.com 

Friendship Circle & ZABS 
Place are both beneficiary agen-
cies of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte
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5th Annual Pajama Walk at 
Freedom Park Presented by 
Lowe’s
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Friendship Circle’s Junior 
Teen Friend program is designed 
for pre-teens entering into adult-
hood. The purpose is to provide 
the teens with a meaningful way 
to empower themselves as they 
give to others.  Boys and girls, 
ages 12-13, will meet once a 
week for a three-week series.  
Each session will build upon the 
previous lessons, helping them 
reach a point of confidence in 
spending time with a special 
friend.  
Week 1: Monday, October 24, 
6:30–7:30 p.m., “Intro. To Spe-
cial Needs; Understanding the 
challenges”
Week 2: Monday, October 31, 
6:30–7:30 p.m., “Engaging 
People with Special Needs and 
Making Friends”

Week 3: Monday, November 7,  
6:30–7:30 p.m., “Bridging the 
Gap –What We Can Do About 
It”
Graduation: Monday, Novem-
ber 14, 6:30 p.m.

Friendship Circle’s “Junior 
Teen Friend” program quali-
fies for three hours of commu-
nity service. After completing 
the semester, participants may 
schedule a meeting to register as 
a Friendship Circle teen  friend. 

For more information or to 
RSVP, please contact Shevy at 
704-366-5983 or shevy@friend-
shipcirclenc.org.

Friendship Circle is a benefi-
ciary of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte. To learn more 
visit FriendshipCircleNC.org

Junior Teen Friend 
Program for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Aged Kids

Dr. Gaskill educates Junior teen friends about Autism 



By Jackie Hajdenberg (JTA), 
September 7, 2022
   Move over, tashlich: Twit-
ter is the new place to atone, 
thanks to a bot programmed by 
Jewish coders who want users 
to apologize better.

While the tradition of sym-
bolically throwing bread, rep-
resenting sins, into a body of 
water may be a more familiar 
High Holiday custom, a new 
Twitter bot aims to address 
“fauxpologies” on social me-
dia.

“Repentance Bot” allows 
users to tag the account when 
they see an apology that they 
believe falls short. The bot then 

replies to the apology with en-
couragement to do better and 
a comic strip laying out five 
steps to take to do so.

The steps are those laid out 
in Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg’s 
forthcoming book, “On Re-
pentance and Repair: Making 
Amends in an Unapologetic 
World.” Out next Tuesday, 
the book uses the traditional 
Jewish concepts taught by the 
12th-century Jewish philoso-
pher Maimonides to discuss 
contemporary issues of sur-
viving violence and lays out a 
framework for making amends 
in a meaningful way.

Repentance Bot is meant to 

distill some of the lessons from 
the book and make them visi-
ble, Ruttenberg said.

“We live in a culture where 
people do not have a roadmap 
when harm is caused,” Rutten-
berg told the Jewish Telegraph-
ic Agency. “This is basically an 
experiment in public education, 
to try to see if we can move the 
culture towards showing peo-
ple what taking responsibility 
and making change looks like.”

In one recent example, Re-
pentance Bot was tagged un-
derneath a video of the athlet-
ic director of Brigham Young 
University addressing fans 
after a Duke University vol-
leyball player and her other 
Black teammates were at-
tacked with racial slurs during 
a game against BYU.

“You’re a 10, but you need 
some help doing the work of 
repentance and accountabili-
ty,” reads the tweet, which ref-
erences a recent meme and is 
followed by the cartoon.

Unlike some Twitter bots 
that call out bad behavior on 
social media, including @
RacismDog and its now-de-
funct cousin, @Antisemi-
tismCow, Repentance Bot 
aims to do more than name 
and shame. It launched on the 
first day of the Jewish month 
of Elul — the last month of 
the Jewish year and the begin-
ning of a period of reflection 
ahead of the High Holidays 
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, the Jewish New Year 
and Day of Atonement — and 
is meant to help people im-
prove themselves.

The ideas and prayers of 
Yom Kippur lend themselves 
to innovation, said David 
Zvi Kalman, who created an 
online Jewish confessional 
booth, AtoneNet, that of-
fered an early intersection of 
ancient Jewish practices and 
contemporary digital tools.

“In the same way that on 
Hanukkah people will inno-
vate menorahs or on Pesach 
people will innovate Seder 
plates, on Yom Kippur, they 
want to innovate liturgies,” 
Kalman said. “What else are 
you going to innovate? You 
literally can’t eat anything. 
So it’s this.”

Reboot, the Jewish arts 
nonprofit, offers 10Q, an an-
nual online questionnaire that 
stores responses securely for 
a year, then returns them by 
email the following year to 
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This High Holiday Season, a Twitter “Repentance 
Bot” Wants To Teach People How To Apologize 
for Real

(Continued on page 35)
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facilitate respondents’ reflec-
tion on their personal growth. 
And the Yom Kippur-themed 
eScapeGoat (also known as @
Apologybot) appeared on Twit-
ter in 2013 and would “collect” 
users’ sins when tagged.

That bot was created by Rus-
sel Neiss, a Jewish technologist 
and educator who coded Re-
pentance Bot and worked with 
the Jewish digital consulting 
company Tiny Windows to pro-
duce it on Ruttenberg’s behalf.

Repentance Bot, as with 
many similar bots, has a sense 
of humor. It is meant to be “fun 
and funny,” while also serving 
as an educational tool, said 
Ruttenberg, who last month 
announced that she would be 
donating to the National Sur-
vivor Network to begin to make 
amends for personally benefit-
ing from a Jewish foundation 
tied to sex offender Jeffrey Ep-
stein.

“People will engage with it 
to have a little fun with it as 
well as trying to do meaningful 
public education,” she added.

In one meta-example, Re-

pentance Bot had published a 
tweet in a robotic font that was 
not compatible with ALT text, 
an HTML attribute that allows 
for verbal image descriptions. 
Visually impaired readers may 
rely on a program that reads 
ALT text aloud, and if there’s 
no ALT text, they may not be 
able to interact with the text or 
image at all. Repentance Bot 
learned of the incompatibility 
and wrote an apology note for 
the error, along with an updat-
ed version of the previous tweet 
and a promise to “teach other 
bots this important human fac-
toid.”

Those vows reflect the to-
do list in the bot’s comic strip, 
which begins with taking re-
sponsibility without making 
excuses and ends with making 
a different choice in the future.

Repentance Bot is about 
“distilling [apologies] down 
to really oversimplified, easy 
steps,” Ruttenberg said. “And 
they’re not easy. None of those 
steps in real life are easy.”

Repentance Bot
(Continued from page 34)

Karen Eini, Dr. Jacob 
Haspel, and David Shila visit-
ed Charlotte on Thursday, Au-
gust 24,2000. Up until that day, 
they were names on a piece of 
paper, but when they left our 
community after spending 
only five hours with us they 
were like old friends. Karen, 
Jacob and David came to Char-
lotte as the visiting delegation 
from the Hadera-Eiron region 
of Israel, a region which lies 
between Tel Aviv and Haifa.

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte has entered 
into a project called Partner-
ship 2000. Partnership 2000, or 
P2K as it is known, is a peo-
ple-to-people exchange of the 
Southeast Region of the United 
Jewish Communities and the 
Hadera-Eiron region of Israel. 
Partnership 2000 seeks to cre-
ate a two-way link between Is-
raelis and Diaspora Jews who 
work together as peers toward 
a mutually beneficial relation-
ship. Development initiatives 
include job creation, educa-
tion, absorption of immigrants, 

social and cultural growth, and 
health, all with sensitivity to 
the physical environment and 
the preservation of natural re-
sources. Five percent of the 
dollars sent to Israel from our 
community will be diverted to 
our Partnership 2000 commu-
nity. 

As a first step, three rep-
resentatives from the Hade-
ra-Eiron region visited Char-
lotte. Dr. Jacob Haspel was 
born in Jerusalem and resides 
in Hertzlya. He is the Deputy 
to the Director General at the 
Hillel-Yaffe Medical Center 
in Hadera. Dr. Haspel is the 
chairman of the national com-
mittee for physicians, appoint-
ed by the Minister of Health. A 
career officer in the IDF Med-
ical Corps, Dr. Haspel has an 
impressive military record. He 
served in the Six Day War and 
the Yom Kippur War, was a 
field surgeon for the rescue of 
hostages raid on the Entebbe 
in 1976, and was chief medical 
officer of an armed corps in the 
Lebanon War of 1982. 

Karen Eini was born in 
Montreal, Canada and immi-
grated to Israel in 1989. Pres-
ently residing in Katzir, she is 
employed at the Katzir School 
as an English Coordinator and 
teacher for grades four through 
nine. She created, designed 
and coordinated the interna-
tional collaborative, multicul-
tural learning project “Friends 
and Flags.” The program has 
been used in ninety class-
rooms in twenty-five coun-
tries throughout the world. To 
learn more about Karen’s pro-
gram “Friends and Flags,” go 
to http://www.schoollife.net/
schools/flags.

David Shilo is the Director 
of the Division of Social Af-
fairs and Cultural Activities 
for the Hadera-Eiron Region. 
He is in charge of establishing 
policies and planning activities 
for the diverse groups of im-
migrants at absorption centers 
and kibbutzim in the region. In 
addition he is in charge of all 
public buildings built through-
out the region and acts as the 

contact for donors and their 
escorts during their visits to 
Israel. Born in Tel Aviv, David 
earned his BS, MS, and PhD 
degrees from Cornell Univer-
sity. 

For its part, the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Charlotte has 
created the Israel and Oversees 
Committee, to be chaired by 
Penny Lipsitz and the Partner-
ship 2000 (P2K) Committee, 
with Mark Rabinovitz as chair, 
with the purpose of connect-
ing Charlotte to the Partnership 
2000 organization and the rest 
of Israel. “My hope is to get 
a project off the ground that 
will increase communication 
between here and Israel,” says 
Mark. “With Federation help, 
we can improve the situation 
there for many people.”

Penny sees her role more as 
a liaison. “I’ll be investigating 
and reporting on current events 
and institutions in Israel that 
can benefit from Federation 
involvement,” she explains. 

In addition to meeting with 
members of the Jewish Federa-

tion staff, as well as Penny and 
Mark, Karen and Jacob were 
able to meet with many of the 
educators at the Park, while 
David met with members of 
the JCC program staff. A lun-
cheon with community leaders 
was held in their honor at Tem-
ple Israel, during which time 
they shared a video of their re-
gion with the group. The video 
is available at the Federation 
office if anyone would like to 
learn more about our partner-
ship community. The Israeli 
delegation was very impressed 
with our wonderful facilities at 
the Park, was taken with the 
beauty of Temple Israel’s sanc-
tuary, and was moved by the 
sense of serenity inspired by 
the sanctuary at Temple Beth 
El. 

“Ideally,” Mark Rabinovitz 
concludes, “a delegation to 
the Hadera-Eiron region from 
Charlotte would help solidify 
our intentions with Partnership 
1000.” 

Partnership 2000 Delegation Visit to Charlotte
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We are deeply thankful to our close to 
1600 donors who have generously given 

to our Annual Campaign and who continue 
to contribute to building a thriving Jewish 

community in greater Charlotte and 
around the world. 
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