
By Terri Beattie, Foundation of 
Shalom Park Executive Director 

All the agencies at Shalom 
Park rely on Foundation of Sha-
lom Park (FSP) facilities as they 
strive to fulfill their missions and 
remain economically sustain-
able. Often hidden from view 
are critical mechanical-electri-
cal-plumbing (MEP) systems, 
major building components, 
and site infrastructure that make 
the buildings safe and habitable. 
MEP regulates temperature and 
humidity, keeps the rain out of 
classrooms, drains wastewater, 
powers elevators, and performs 
countless other functions. The 
need for these systems to be re-
liable cannot be overstated, yet 
replacing and modernizing these 
building elements, most of which 
are 20 to 35 years old, is often 
difficult, time consuming, and 
extremely expensive.   

Replacement and modern-
ization projects are vital to in-
creasing customer satisfaction, 
employee productivity, energy 
efficiency, building safety, and 
property values. With these ob-
jectives in mind, FSP is behind 
the scenes, on the roof, and even 
underground, replacing and 
modernizing Shalom Park facil-
ities each and every year. 2022 is 
an especially busy year.

In early 2022, FSP completed 
the installation of new carpet in 
the FSP common areas and event 
spaces and replacement of the 
Gorelick Hall walls. Since then, 
other projects, unseen, have been 
completed, including integration 
of a videoconferencing system in 
the Shalom Park board room, in-
stallation of a 120-gallon water 
heater in the Gorelick Education 
Building, repair of drainage and 
a sink hole on the athletic fields, 

and replacement and painting of 
the parking deck stairs.   

As we enter the second half 
of 2022, many more behind-the-
scenes projects are underway:  

- Installation of 30-ton AAON 
energy efficient HVAC unit and 
BMI system feeding the Levine 
Jewish Community Center 
(LJCC) locker rooms 

- Upgrades to the LJCC in-
door pool dehumidification and 
HVAC system

- Enhanced video and confer-
encing capabilities in the Sam 
Lerner Center  

- Upgrade of a site-wide back-
flow preventer used to protect 
drinking water supplies from 
contamination

- Installation of an enhanced 
WiFi system for FSP building 
common spaces and the facil-
ities of Charlotte Jewish Pre-
school, LJCC (indoor and out-
door), Jewish Family Services, 

Center for Jewish Education, and 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte

- Upgrade and installation of 
security cameras throughout the 
facilities

In conjunction with LJCC, 
FSP has been working on two 
projects:

- A 10-month construction 
project to renovate the men’s and 
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Ellen Goldstein Retires From 
BBYO After 24 Years

You don’t have to look for 
long at the young leaders in our 
community’s Jewish organiza-
tions before you find one who 
got their inspiration and their 
start in their “BBYO career,” as 
many BBYO alumni call it, from 
Ellen Goldstein, BBYO’s area 
director. After having a profound 
influence on the lives of literally 
thousands of Jewish teens over 
the past 24 years, Ellen retired 
from BBYO in July. 

BBYO is the leading plural-
istic Jewish teen movement, 
involving Jewish teens of all 
backgrounds, denominational 
affiliation, gender, race, sexual 
orientation, or socioeconom-
ic status in meaningful Jewish 
experiences. With a network 
of hundreds of chapters across 
North America in 60 countries 
around the world, BBYO reach-
es nearly 70,000 teens annually 

and serves as the Jewish com-
munity’s largest platform for 
delivering fun, meaningful, and 
affordable experiences that in-
spire a lasting connection to the 
Jewish people. 

Ellen started her BBYO career 
in 1998, while serving as a board 
member for the Levine Jewish 
Community Center working 

with the teen committee. She 
began part-time as the Charlotte 
city director. She next served 
as the North Carolina Council 
director, followed by her role 
as the Eastern Region director, 
consisting of three councils: 
Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Southeast, with more than 800 
Jewish teen participants.

Since 2014, Ellen has served 
as the BBYO area director for 
Eastern Region (Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, South-
ern GA), Northern Region East 
(DC, Maryland, and Northern 
Virginia), and Connecticut Val-
ley Region. Over her tenure, 
Ellen has not only helped teens 
develop leadership skills that 
they have used to forge their 
path in life, but she has guided 
young professionals to grow and 
be successful within the organi-
zation. Two of these regions are 

FSP replaces 30-ton HVAC unit over the LJCC locker rooms.

Ellen Goldstein, BBYO area director
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currently led by Eastern alumnae 
that Ellen worked with as teens. 

Ellen is proud of the Jewish 
leaders that BBYO creates. Many 
alumni become leaders in local 
temples, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte, Levine Jewish 
Community Center, and Jewish 
Family Services, among others. 
“BBYO plants the seed for the 
importance of giving back to 
your community,” Ellen says. 

Of the work she does, Ellen 
says that the community that 
BBYO creates is the most re-
warding. “So many teens say 
BBYO is their home.” She adds, 
“The beauty of BBYO is that 
we have teens that come from 
all Jewish backgrounds. There’s 
no expectation. You don’t have 
to belong to a temple. You don’t 
have to have had a bar/bat mitz-
vah. We let teens ‘do Jewish’ for 
themselves. They get to explore 
what Judaism means for them.”  
Elaine Denenberg, eastern re-
gion administrative assistant 
for 17 years, who also retired in 
July adds, “This is especially im-
portant as more families remain 
unaffi  liated with a temple or in 
smaller communities with fewer 
Jewish teens.” 

In addition to her role as area 
director, Ellen has touched the 
lives of teens from around the 
world serving as site director 
for Chapter Leadership Training 
Conference (CLTC), BBYO’s 
premiere summer leadership 
program, since the summer of 
2005. “Working at CLTC so 
many summers, has given me the 
opportunity to work with fantas-

tic colleagues and staff , wonder-
ful teens and their parents, and 
participate in the best part of a 
BBYO summer program, expe-
riencing Shabbat at camp.” 

Elaine expressed her admira-
tion when describing Ellen’s im-
pact on teens and the community. 
“A long time ago when I started 
working for BBYO, the Charlotte 
Jewish community was honoring 
Women of Strength. The nomi-
nations were due within days of 
my fi rst day working with Ellen. 
I cannot remember if that fi rst 
day followed North Carolina 
or Virginia’s spring convention, 
but when Ellen described the 
amount of work that running a 
convention required, I thought it 
sounded absolutely exhausting 
and wondered how she did it — 
maybe I should nominate her as 
one of those Women of Strength. 

At the time I was not sure I would 
have enough information for the 
application and did not submit 
a nomination on her behalf. Af-
ter 17 years of working togeth-
er, I could fi ll pages about her 
strength, her leadership, and her 
compassion. As she retires from 
full-time work with BBYO and 
moves on to special projects, I 
will miss working with her and 
I am truly grateful for the years 
we worked together at BBYO. 
We are grateful for all Ellen has 
done to raise the next generation 
of Jewish leaders. She is truly 
a ‘Woman of Strength,’ and so 
much more!”

Ellen with 4 Eastern Region Alumni that all worked for BBYO

Those of us who prefer phys-
ical books over e-books often 
hinge our preference on the 
completely subjective, distinct 
smell we associate with reading. 
Though the smell is most likely 
the result of cellulose decay, I 
prefer the romantic description 
a team of chemists used as if 
describing a fi ne wine: “a com-
bination of grassy notes with a 
tang of acids and a hint of vanilla 
over an underlying mustiness.” 

When summer comes, anoth-
er memory comes to my mind 
— following my mother and 
brother into our community li-
brary, grabbing my little corner 
of carpet off  a stack, and staking 

my claim to a small space on the 
fl oor for story time. My mother 
may have in part been looking 
for refrigerated relief from the 
hot, sticky, Texas summer after-
noons, but more likely, she was 
doing what she did our entire 
childhood, providing plenty of 
opportunities to be surrounded 
by reading, year round. When it 
was my turn to be a mother, I 
read to my children every chance 
I had, and on the first day of 
summer we would trudge to the 
library to pick up our summer 
reading log and set our summer 
reading goals. 

The “summer slide” is a term 
used to refer to signifi cant loss of 
knowledge in reading and math 
that students experience over 
summer break — as much as 
20% of their school-year gains in 
reading and 27% of their school-
year gains in math, according to 
research Scholastic, Inc reports. 
Though all schoolchildren can 
experience this loss, students 
from low-income and at-risk 
families are disproportionately 
aff ected.  

Reading over the summer can 
be critical to minimizing those 
losses. For this reason, summer 

literacy programs abound, pro-
vided by public libraries, public 
and private schools, bookstores, 
community centers, and more. 
One such program, Shalom 
Park Freedom School, has the 
support of our Jewish commu-
nity through the partnership of 
several Jewish organizations at 
Shalom Park. 

Since 2011, Shalom Park 
Freedom School has been a col-
laborative eff ort of Temple Beth 
El, Temple Israel, the Levine 
JCC, The Charlotte Jewish Day 
School, Jewish Family Services 
and The Foundation of Shalom 
Park, and Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte through 
an annual allocation and the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library.

Freedom Schools were cre-
ated by the Children’s Defense 
Fund in Washington, D.C., and 
supported by Freedom School 
Partners in Charlotte. The six-
week program provides one-
on-one reading support and 
enrichment opportunities and 
even sends home free books for 
its participants. 

In July, I had the pleasure be a 
guest reader at the opening ses-
sion, Harambee, where they be-
gin their day with high-energy, 
positive songs, dance, cheers, 
and chants. The kids were at-
tentive as I read about an ant 
begging a little boy to be kind 
and not squash him, doing my 
best to mimic what I thought an 
ant might sound like!

I was inspired. The kids were 
engaged. I won’t deny that I 

actually cried when they broke 
into an empowering rendition of 
“Something Inside So Strong.” 
Clearly this was about more than 
literacy and summer slide.

 This year’s program at Sha-
lom Park ended in July, but it is 
in tremendous need of fresh fac-
es to serve on the steering com-
mittee so that it can continue to 
thrive here. If you are interested, 
contact Margaret Musa at mmu-
sa@carolina.rr.com. 

Though Shalom Park Free-
dom School is over for the year, 
the summer is not. It’s not too 
late to help the young people in 
your life retain the skills they 
learned during the last school 
year. Come visit the Levine-Sk-
lut Judaic Library where an ex-
citing collection of books for 
children of all ages await. The 
only thing lacking is the musty 
smell. 

 (See “Looking Back” on page 
35 for a reprint of the 2011 arti-
cle when Shalom Park Freedom 
School began.)

Shira Firestone, Editor CJN

Ellen Goldstein

From the Editor 
Shalom Park Freedom School and the Summer Slide

My brother, Carl, reading “Tip and 
Mitt en” in 1967



women’s locker rooms. While 
the LJCC fi tness members will 
enjoy renovated shower, steam 
room, and locker room facili-
ties, unseen will be new under-
ground plumbing, interior wall 
waterproof membranes, drainage 
system, and stainless-steel sprin-
kler heads.

-  A major drainage system 
upgrade at the LJCC Tennis 
Complex

One of the largest projects to 
date will begin in late summer, 
the installation of a polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) roof system and 
27 skylights. This single-ply roof 
system material is made with a 
lower percentage of oil and pe-
troleum than all other single-ply 
roof materials and carries both an 
Energy Star and Cool Roof Rat-
ing. PVC is the most eco-friend-
ly of all roof types because it is 
highly effi  cient for heating and 
cooling, refl ects the sun, and mit-
igates the heat island eff ect. It is 
also recyclable even after years 
of service life.

All of these renovations and 
modernization are a lot to man-
age, but behind the scenes, on the 
roof, and even sometimes under-
ground is Paul Jacobs. Paul, a 
35-year employee of FSP, is 
the facility manager who over-
sees the maintenance, custodi-
al, and project management 
functions for all of Shalom 
Park. Paul’s deep knowledge 
of Shalom Park buildings and 
systems stems not only from 

his education and numerous 
building-related certifications 
but also from his career choice 
to support Shalom Park facili-
ties beginning with the original 
building construction in 1987.  

Almost $3,000,000 will be 
spent to accomplish these invest-
ments in infrastructure, ensuring 
both social and economic bene-
fi ts to the Shalom Park commu-

nity. We are grateful for your pa-
tience during this process. Next 
time you are on Shalom Park and 
you have to dodge a construction 
dumpster, watch for wet paint, 
or stop while a crane is lifting 
building equipment, know that 
exciting upgrades, renovations, 
and modernizations are occur-
ring behind the scenes, on the 
roof, and under the ground.

The Foundation of Shalom 
Park is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
agency that owns and manag-
es the properties and facilities 
for most of the organizations 
that are located on the central 
campus of Shalom Park, which 
includes: Temple Israel, Temple 
Beth El, the Levine Jewish Com-
munity Center, Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Charlotte, Jewish 
Family Services, Temple Israel 
Religious School, Temple Beth El 
Religious School, Consolidated 
High School of Jewish Studies, 
Charlotte Jewish Preschool, 
Charlotte Jewish Day School, 
Center for Jewish Education, 
Hebrew Cemetery Association, 
B’nai Brith Youth Organization,  
and the Charlotte Jewish News.  
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704.247.3033
kgreenspon@windinsgroup.com

Since 1974, we have assisted community 
families and businesses with:
• Group Benefits
• Life, Disability & Long-Term 

Care Insurance
• Business Planning &

Executive Benefits
• Medicare Plans & Annuities
As part of the Windermere 
Insurance Group, Greenspon & 
Associates can now also help with:
• Home & Auto
• Commerical

Business Insurance
• Risk Management Services

Keith Greenspon
Advisor

Andrew is an award-
winning agent ready to 
assist in your real estate 
journey. Named in the Top 
1% of All Real Estate Agents 
in 2021 by Real Trends. 
In addition,  Andrew is 
an involved member and 
leader in our Charlotte 
Jewish community.

Buying, Selling 
or Relocating?

Andrew Rosen team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker under the name 
"Compass South Carolina, LLC" in South Carolina and under the name "Compass" in North Carolina and abides 
by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Andrew Rosen 
andrew.rosen@compass.com 
M: 704.604.4756 | O: 704.234.7880

Shalom Park Renovations
(Continued from page 1)

Paul Jacobs, Foundation of Shalom 
Park faciliti es manager

2022
Annual Campaign*

Total Annual Giving

$4,752,666
Total Donors

1481 95%
Percent of Goal

*as of 7/14/2022
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Miss Debby’s Best-Loved Children’s Books
Books for Grandparents To Share With Their Grandchildren

Sue’s Bookshelf
The Wick and The Flame

By Debby Block

My Grandma Florence al-
ways said, “The love between 
a grandparent and a grandchild 
is the purest kind of love,” and 
now that I am a grandparent, I 
agree wholeheartedly! My best-
loved books this month feature 
grandparents!

“Tea With Zayde” by Bar-
ney Saltzberg is a truly charm-
ing book that depicts the close 
bond between a grandfather and 
his granddaughter, who share a 
virtual tea party every afternoon. 
Perhaps this is the perfect book 

for these times when grand-
parents are not always able to 
visit with grandchildren in per-
son. Share this book with your 
grandchild, and you may decide 
to create a regular tea party as 
well! Recommended for children 
ages 1-3. 

My grandchildren call me 
Lolly and my husband Pops. No 
matter what your grandchildren 
call you, this best-loved book is 
two books in one! “A Grandma 
Like Yours” and its fl ip side, “A 
Grandpa Like Yours” by Andria 
Warmfl ash Rosenbaum feature 
joyous Jewish celebrations with 
animal grandparents and their 
grandchildren. With its simple 
text and bold, colorful illustra-
tions, I recommend this PJ Li-
brary picture book for children 
ages 1-4.  

Grandmothers come in all 
shapes, sizes, and religions. What 
happens when grandparents 
come from diff erent backgrounds 
and traditions? In “Chicken 
Soup, Chicken Soup” by Pamela 
Mayer, Sophie visits her Bubbe 
and enjoys kreplach, and when 
she visits her Nai Nai (grandma 
in Chinese), she enjoys wontons. 
In the end, the two grandmothers 
combine their chicken soup rec-
ipes to create a special blend, 
made with the most special in-
gredient — love! Recommended 
for children ages 3-6. 

The New York Times bestsell-
ing “How to Babysit a Grandma” 

by Jean Reagan celebrates the 
special bond between grandpar-
ent and grandchild. The twist 
in this book is that the young 
child is in charge of planning 
the shared activities. As you can 
imagine, the babysitting enter-
tainment includes going to the 
park, dressing up, and spreading 
sprinkles on everything. This hu-
morous picture book and its se-
quel, “How to Babysit a Grand-
pa,” will delight children and 
give every grandparent a chuckle 
too. Recommended for children 
ages 3-5. 

One of my favorite Jewish 
chapter books is “When Life 
Gives You OJ” by Erica S. 
Perl. Zellie Fried wants a dog 
more than anything. Her ec-
centric grandfather, affection-

ately known as “Ace,” devises 
an outlandish plan and presents 
Zellie with a practice dog made 
of a plastic orange juice bottle. 
If Zellie routinely feeds, walks, 
and takes care of the OJ bottle 
dog, perhaps she can earn the 
privilege of getting a real dog. 
I highly recommend this heart-
warming book for its humor and 
its depiction of the special bond 
between grandparents and grand-
children. Recommended for chil-
dren ages 6-11.

Miss Debby’s best-loved 
books are available at the 
Levine-Sklut Judaic Library. 
Stop by the library or contact us 
at (704) 944-6783 or library@
jewishcharlotte.org to reserve a 
copy today!

By Sue Littauer
From Paris to Prague, from 

Jerusalem to Tel Aviv, “The 
Wick and The Flame” captures 
the heart and soul of a nation at 
its birth, seen through the eyes 
of those who put their lives and 
hearts on the line to ensure its 
future. (Goodreads)

Hilary T. Cohen, a seasoned 
traveler to Israel, visited The 
Ayalon Institute for the fi rst time 
in 2016 and was inspired to write 
her historical fi ction novel “The 
Wick and The Flame” to share 
the institute’s story. Touched by 

the narrative of the young peo-
ple who risked their lives for the 
dream of a State of Israel, which 
reminded the author of the story 
of the Maccabees, she began her 
research in earnest to learn more. 

From the Council for the 
Conservation of Heritage Sites 
in Israel:

The Ayalon Institute brings 
alive one of the most fascinat-
ing chapters in the story of the 
establishment of the State of Is-
rael. Here, right under the nose 
of the British, a factory the size 
of a tennis court and eight me-
ters underground, produced 9mm 
bullets for the Sten submachine 
guns used by Palmach fi ghters. 
Forty-fi ve youngsters, members 
of the ‘Tzofi m A’ youth group 
and others, secretly manufac-
tured more than four million 
bullets. The highlight of the tour 
is identifying the secret entrance 
concealed inside in an inno-
cent-looking laundromat.

“The Wick and The Flame” is 
skillfully told through the eyes 

of four young adults: 
Evie, an Englishwoman seek-

ing a more meaningful life than 
the one planned by her society 
mother and British diplomat fa-
ther.

Naomi, an American studying 
journalism at Tel Aviv University 
who dreams of sharing her sto-
ries with the world. 

Judah, devastated when his 

first love was killed during a 
bomb explosion, is part of the 
inner circle in the fi ght against 
the British.

Albert, a French Jew whose 
family perished in the Holocaust, 
escaped France and met Judah in 
Prague, where he was convinced 
to join the cause. 

Although the book is very 
much a love story, its value to 
me was to learn about the heroic 
eff orts of the young adults, many 
of whom were displaced during 
World War II, all of whom were 
fi ghting for a homeland for the 
Jewish people. To learn more 
about The Ayalon Institute, visit 
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/
the-ayalon-institute

Curious about the author, 
I took the opportunity to 
speak with Hilary T. Cohen, 
an award-winning editor who 
worked and consulted in the 
publishing fi eld for more than 25 
years and who fi rst began writing 
her own novels at age 57. When 
I asked what the impetus was for 

her to start writing on her own, 
she said that her birthday is 5/7, 
her lucky numbers are 5 and 7, 
and on her 57th birthday, she de-
cided to sit down by herself to 
write her fi rst book. Subsequent-
ly, she has written eight novels! 
A voracious reader, Hilary Co-
hen’s favorite authors are Alice 
Hoffman and Anna Quindlen, 
and she highly recommends the 
book “Lessons in Chemistry” by 
Bonnie Garmus. She is current-
ly working on another historical 
fi ction novel about German Jews 
who carved Torah arks, came to 
the U.S. in the fi rst wave of im-
migration, and carved carousel 
horses in Coney Island!

Our next Center for Jewish 
Education Book Club meeting is 
Wednesday, August 10 at 10:30 
a.m. in room A110 on Main 
Street at Shalom Park. We will 
be discussing “An Observant 
Wife” by Naomi Ragen. For 
more information, contact sueb.
littauer@jewishcharlotte.org.



By Diana Warth Bregman
Hadassah, The Women’s Zi-

onist Organization of America, 
Inc. (HWZOA), is pleased to 
announce new charitable gifts 
totaling $550,000 from an anon-
ymous Charlotte family sup-
porting groundbreaking medical 
research at Hadassah Medical 
Organization (HMO) in Israel.

Founded in 1912, Hadassah 
began with a mission to pro-
vide emergency care to infants 
and mothers in pre-state Israel. 
Today, Hadassah has flourished 
into two world-class medical and 
research hospitals in Jerusalem, 
treating more than one million 
patients a year. Hadassah con-
tinues to contribute to the bet-
terment of the world through 
life-saving medical care, re-
search in service to humanity, 
and other acts of tikkun olam 
(repairing the world).

Our generous Charlotte family 
has pledged support for two areas 
of research. First, they are cham-
pions of the pioneering stem cell 
work of Dr. Boaz Nachmias, a 
senior physician-scientist in 
HMO’s Division of Hematolo-
gy. The focus of Dr. Nachmias’s 
work is acute myeloid leukemia 
(AML). Second, the family has 
supported oncology research, es-
tablishing an endowment to fund 
that work. 

Twenty years ago, when stem 
cell therapy was highly regulat-
ed in the United States (as late 
as 2006) and other countries, it 
was advanced in research and 
treatments in HMO’s labs. Hu-
man embryonic stem cells have 
the potential to become any kind 
of healthy cell in the body, in-
cluding brain, heart, lung, retina, 
bone marrow, and to multiply in-
finitely. Adult stem cells, which 
live all over our bodies, repair 
local damage. 

In recent years, researchers 
at HMO have made tremendous 
strides in cutting-edge stem cell 
therapies. Using human embry-
onic stem cells, HMO scientists 
have halted the deterioration of 

the retina in laboratory models. 
Using patients’ own stem cells, 
they have inhibited the progres-
sion of ALS in human clinical 
trials. Treatments and cures for 
diseases like age-related macu-
lar degeneration, cancers, ALS, 
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s, 
Alzheimer’s, and diabetes could 
be a reality in the foreseeable 
future. 

Dr. Boaz Nachmias’s research 
has made Hadassah’s medical 
center a world leader in the treat-
ment of acute myeloid leukemia 
(AML). Treatment approaches 
and outcomes have not changed 
significantly over the past 40 
years; among elderly AML pa-
tients, only 40% to 50% respond 
to chemotherapy, and long-term 
survival rates are less than 10%. 
Now, Dr. Nachmias is break-
ing new ground by using stem 
cells to reduce the relapse rate in 
AML patients. His studies have 
revealed that a subset of leuke-
mia stem cells is responsible for 
the high rate of treatment failure, 
so he is focused on identifying 
novel vulnerabilities of leukemia 
stem cells to more precisely tar-
get this cell population.

HMO has made strides in oth-
er areas of oncology research. 
Hadassah’s Prof. Michal Lo-
tem, a trailblazer in melanoma 
research and healing, is treating 
her patients with a personalized 
protocol that is offered by only 
a handful of oncology centers 
around the globe.

When her patients come to her 
with stage IV metastatic mela-
noma, where standard treatments 
have failed, Professor Lotem 
uses a cutting-edge immunother-
apy protocol called adoptive cell 
therapy (ACT). The treatment in-
volves extracting immune cells 
from a patient’s tumor and ex-
panding their number into the 
millions to make them powerful 
cancer killers. They are then re-
injected into the patient, who is 
now armed to fight the disease 
with a greatly enhanced immune 
system.

As she explains, “We have to 
take into account each person’s 
unique mutation landscape be-
cause each person’s cancer, 
though it exhibits common at-
tributes, has its own profile.” 
Consider Esther, for example. 
A 62-year-old oncology nurse, 
Esther was diagnosed with mel-
anoma in 2012. Fourteen months 
later, despite treatment, her can-
cer metastasized to her chest 
wall. Prof. Lotem treated Esther 
with a personalized vaccine, us-
ing her own tumor cells that had 
been enhanced in culture with a 
drug called Keytruda. In January 
2017, she was completely free of 

metastatic melanoma. 
The work of HMO medical 

experts is only made possible 
through the generosity of indi-
viduals like the Charlotte family. 
The family shared, “In 2019, we 
established an endowment with 
Hadassah for stem cell research. 
We have been aware of Hadas-
sah’s excellent research capabil-
ities. Most important is the focus 
in applying theoretical research 
platforms to cures for specific 
diseases.  This year we have add-
ed both an endowment for oncol-
ogy research and funded a stem 
cell research lab. These financial 
gifts are important to our fami-

ly tzedakah and estate planning. 
Hopefully they will also serve as 
an example for others to support 
and expand upon the important 
work of the Hadassah Medical 
Organization.”  

For more information on how 
you can make an impact with 
Hadassah, please contact Diana 
Warth Bregman, Hadassah’s di-
rector of development for the 
South & Southwest, at (814) 
673-4303 or dwarth@hadassah.
org.
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Hadassah Announces Anonymous Gift From 
Charlotte Family for Groundbreaking Israeli 
Medical Research

Hadassah Medical Organization, Ein Kerem Campus



The Charlott e Jewish News - August 2022 - Page 6

Talli Dippold To Lead Innovative Holocaust Museum 
for Hope and Humanity in Orlando, Florida
By Rabbi Judy Schindler

After seven years at Queens 
University working to establish 
its Jewish Life Program and six 
years partnering to create the 
Stan Greenspon Holocaust and 
Social Justice Education Center, 
Talli Dippold has accepted a 
new position as chief executive 
offi  cer for the Holocaust Muse-
um for Hope and Humanity in 
Orlando, Florida.

Founded in 1981 by Ho-
locaust survivor and local 
philanthropist Tess Wise, the 
Holocaust Memorial Resource 
and Education Center of Flori-
da opened the museum in 1986 
using exhibits and proactive 
community outreach initiatives 
to teach the lessons of the Holo-
caust. Over the course of the next 
few years, the existing museum 
will transform from its humble 
venue into the Holocaust Muse-
um of Hope and Humanity, a new 
43,000-square-foot lakefront 
museum in downtown Orlando 
and the fi rst-ever built from the 
ground up in partnership with the 
USC Shoah Foundation. 

 Internationally renowned and 
award-winning architectural fi rm 
Beyer Blinder Belle Architects 
and Planners is overseeing the 
building design and will collabo-
rate with museum experts Ralph 
Appelbaum Associates (RAA), 
Dr. Stephen D. Smith of Memory 
Workers, and Carolynne Harris 
Consulting on the interior de-
sign and overall guest experi-
ence, joining forces to create a 

fi rst-of-its-kind museum. Crafted 
predominantly around survivor 
testimonies, its mission is to use 
the history and lessons of the Ho-
locaust to build a just and caring 
community free of antisemitism 
and all forms of prejudice and 
bigotry. 

Dippold’s new chapter builds 
upon her exceptional work at 
Queens University. On her fi rst 
day on the job in January 2015, 
Dippold established Queens Hil-
lel. As a result of her tireless nur-
turing of the program, Queens 
evolved from including one 
self-identifi ed Jewish student in 
2015 to 26 Jewish students en-
gaged with Hillel today.  

As a result of the immense 
generosity of Stan Greenspon, in 
2016 Dippold partnered to cre-
ate the Stan Greenspon Center 
at Queens University. Through 
her six years as the center’s as-
sociate director, hundreds of 

teachers have engaged in profes-
sional development, thousands 
of students have participated in 
Holocaust and human rights ed-
ucational programs, and an equal 
number of community members 
have been educated through so-
cial justice initiatives, includ-
ing teach-ins and community 
arts, advocacy, and educational 
events.  

Additionally, in the fall of 
2022, Dippold was named the 

Stan Greenspon director of Ho-
locaust Education Fellowship 
Program as she developed a new 
Certifi cate in Holocaust Peda-
gogy (CHP) that will kick off 
in September. The instructional 
program will lead educators from 
the classroom and community 
through the skills of historical 
examination and interpretation, 
guiding them to ask questions 
and think critically about why 
the Holocaust happened, what 

it means for learners today, and 
how we can engage others in our 
schools and communities to do 
the same. 

The Stan Greenspon Cen-
ter has embarked on a national 
search for Dippold’s successor. 
About her time at the Greenspon 
Center, Dippold says, “When we 
dreamt up the concept nine years 
ago, I could never have imagined 
the impact that the Greenspon 

Talli Dippold Stan Greenspon Center Shines at 
Association of Holocaust Organi-
zations Conference in Charlotte 
By Rabbi Judy Schindler

In mid-June, Charlotte and 
the Stan Greenspon Center took 
center stage as 115 leaders and 
scholars representing national 
and international Holocaust cen-
ters, university programs, muse-
ums, and councils gathered for 
the 35th annual Association of 
Holocaust Organizations Con-
ference. The theme was “Re-
convening, Recalibrating, and 
Reimagining Holocaust Educa-
tion for the 21st Century.” 

During the conference, at-
tendees collectively examined 
what the work of Holocaust 

education means in the context 
of current local, national, and 
global realities. They reevalu-
ated foundational practices and 
narratives identifying those that 
are relevant and eff ective in to-
day’s quickly evolving fi eld of 
education. They addressed and 
confronted implicit assumptions 
that require reconsideration and 
explored the intersectionality of 
the Holocaust with contempo-
rary issues of justice.  

Highlights included presen-
tations by international experts 
Mark Weitzman, Dr. Michael 
Berenbaum, Dr. Menhaz Afridi, 

and Dr. Tracey Petersen. Local 
educators Dr. James Grymes, Dr. 
Willie Griffi  n, and Rosalia Tor-
res-Weiner shared their knowl-
edge and expertise as well. At-
tendees were impressed by the 
diversity of voices and content. 
Participants took part in the 
Jacobs-Jaffa Charlotte Jewish 
Heritage Tour, which off ered in-
sights into the Charlotte Jewish 
community from 1850 through 
today. Over the past 172 years, 
Charlotte Jews have been civ-
ically, philanthropically, and 
interfaith minded; religiously 

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 7)
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Center would have on the com-
munity. Rabbi Judy Schindler 
and I, scribbling on napkins at a 
local Panera Bread, envisioned 
a center that would educate, in-
spire, and transform lives and 
our community. Everything we 
accomplished was made possible 
by Stan’s generosity and vision. 
I am proud of what we have cre-
ated and am confi dent that the 
Center’s next chapter will be 
transformative. Our critical work 
is desperately needed, and the 
seeds we have planted over the 
past decade with our network of 
generous supporters and capable 
community partners will contin-
ue to bear impressive fruit.”   

Estate Planning
Estate and Trust Administration
Pre-Marital Agreements
Charitable Planning and Entities
General Corporate and Tax Law
Business Succession Planning

5401 Lancelot Drive
Charlotte, NC 28270

704.846.3607 office
704.756.3626 cell
MGOLDSTEIN@MGOLDLAW.COM
WWW.MGOLDLAW.COM

Meg D. Goldstein
Attorney-At-Law

and culturally proud; and part of 
American history with its highs 
and lows. With the tour’s fi nal 
stop at Shalom Park, partici-
pants expressed admiration for 
what the Charlotte community 
has built. 

With the conference complet-
ed, the Greenspon Center is now 
focused on a newly established 
partnership with a nationally 
known Holocaust education in-
stitute and on developing signif-
icant programs for the coming 
year: 

The New York-based, interna-
tionally renowned YIVO Insti-
tute for Jewish Research invited 
the Greenspon Center to create 
and facilitate a program that will 
highlight and evaluate YIVO’s 
Bruce and Francesca Cernia Slo-
vin Online Museum. Donna Tar-
ney, the Greenspon Center Edu-
cation and Outreach Specialist, 
responsible for overseeing the 
program has already recruited 
the fi rst cohort of educators from 
North Carolina, New Jersey, and 
Florida. The year-long program 
will involve 40 educators and 
hundreds of students. 

On September 11, the Green-
spon Center will host a half-day 
interfaith conference (in person 
and/or virtual) titled “Sacred 
Threads: The Complex Tapes-
try of Interfaith Relations” at 
Queens University and Myers 
Park Baptist Church. Community 
members are invited to connect 
with Charlotteans from varied 
faiths, be inspired by nationally 
recognized interfaith scholars 
and talented musicians, and en-
gage in powerful conversations. 
The event runs from 1 to 7 p.m. 
and will provide time and space 
for refl ection about the changing 
nature of Jewish, Muslim, and 
Christian interfaith work since 
1965. The agenda combines 
prayer, learning, and opportuni-
ty for personal refl ection. Part-
ners sponsoring the conference 
include Belmont Abbey College, 
First United Methodist Church of 

Gastonia, the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Charlotte, MeckMIN, 
Paulist Fathers, Temple Beth El, 
Temple Emanuel of Gastonia, 
Temple Israel, Temple Sinai of 
Atlanta, and Union Presbyterian 
Seminary in Charlotte.

As the center gears up for its 
fall programs, plans include a 
brand new educational workshop 
titled “Restorative Practices in 
the Classroom.” In cooperation 
with CMS’s Kit Helaku, a half-
day seminar will allow teachers 
to study and rehearse diff erent 
ways to diff use confl ict and mis-
behavior with their students. Mr. 
Helaku brings his experiences in 
using these practices in the Chi-
cago public schools as well as 
here in Charlotte to create genu-
ine change. 

The Greenspon Center is also 
accepting registration for its fall 
Signature Jewish Studies com-
munity course taught by Rabbi 
Judy Schindler: “Wellsprings 
of Prayer - Finding Resources 
to Support your Own Spiritual 
Journey.” One need not be left 
to face the hard moments of life 
without spiritual resources. This 
class will explore ancient and 
creative words that off er strength 
in the face of life’s storms and 
expand one’s sense of gratitude 
in the midst of one’s daily rou-
tine. Participants will have the 
opportunity to enhance their ed-
ucational experience by crafting 
their own personal prayer books. 
This course will be offered in 
person with a hybrid option 
and recording for those who are 
traveling. Guest scholars will be 
incorporated into the program.

For more information on 
Greenspon Center Programs, vis-
it www.stangreensponcenter.org.

Greenspon Center
(Continued from page 6)

Talli Dippold
(Continued from page 6)
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By Julie Loftis, JFS Marketing 
Specialist

On June 12, more than 300 
guests “laughed and gave” at 
Jewish Family Services’ (JFS) 
Live, Laugh, Give comedy night 
fundraising event. Kevin Levine 
and Louis Sinkoe were honored 
for their many contributions to 
JFS, the Jewish community, and 
the greater Charlotte communi-
ty. The headliner, Elon Gold, did 
not disappoint with his one-liners 
and jokes. Howard Olshansky 
publicly launched the estab-
lishment of a Senior Housing 
Tzedakah Fund to aid seniors 
struggling to secure affordable 
housing. According to Howard 
Olshansky, executive director for 
JFS, “We are so moved that once 
again our community opened 
its hearts, and the event raised 
$200,000 to help JFS secure the 
necessary staffing to meet the 
growing mental health needs of 
our community and ensure our 
community’s seniors have the 
means to live independently in 
safe and stable housing.”

For the second year, Andrea 
Cronson and Adina Loewen-

steiner co-chaired the event 
with a record number of spon-
sors, spearheaded by our En-
tertainment Underwriters, Eric 
and Lori Sklut and Howard and 
Julie Levine, and our Headliner 
Sponsors, Celeste Johnson, Gene 
and Vickie Johnson, The Alvin 
E. Levine Family, and Gary and 
Jodi Michel. A sponsor reception 
before the main event, under-
written by Generations at Sha-
lom Park, included a meet and 
greet with Elon Gold and hors 
d’oeuvres. The main event was 
followed by a dessert reception. 

Next month JFS kicks off its 
annual Family to Family Cam-
paign, accounting for almost 
20% of the total annual budget. 
Partnering with our community, 
JFS has been pivotal in respond-
ing to the evolving needs of our 
community. Mental health and 
crisis assistance needs continue 
to rise:

- One in six children suffer 
from mental health issues.

- Almost 10% of children nine 
and ten years of age in the U.S. 
have thought about suicide. 

- One in five families in the 

U.S. experience domestic vio-
lence.

- Only 1% of rentals in Char-
lotte cost under $1,000. Applica-
tions for Section 8 housing are 
closed with more than 6,000 on 
the waitlist, leaving seniors liv-
ing on fixed incomes with little 
or no resources for safe and sta-
ble housing. 

JFS provides more than 4,000 
touches to our community every 

year. “Many people think of our 
work as only the food pantry or 
providing mental health services 
or supporting seniors. They don’t 
realize the full extent of the needs 
that we’re meeting for all ages, 
including caregiver education 
and support, Holocaust survivor 
services, emergency financial as-
sistance, parenting support, and 
domestic violence services,” said 
Olshansky.

The money raised from Live, 
Laugh, Give and the Family to 
Family Campaign, along with 
tributes and generous donations 
throughout the year, helps ensure 
JFS continues to provide the sup-
port our community has come to 
depend on. Live, Laugh, Give 
exceeded expectations, a success 
not possible without the support 
of our community. The philan-
thropic support to JFS’ fundrais-
ing activities truly represents the 
community’s commitment to en-
sure JFS is able to engage, con-
nect, and heal those struggling 
in our community. For more 
information on donating funds, 
contributing to the food pantry, 
or volunteering your time, please 
visit our website at JFSCharlotte.
org or call (704) 364-6594. 

Live, Laugh, Give Comedy Night Raises $200,000 
for Jewish Family Services

Honorees Louis Sinkoe and Kevin Levine

Jewish Family Services May/June  2022 Volunteers & Donors 

Jewish Family Services May/June 2022 Tributes

Happy Anniversary to Sandra and Leon Levine 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
Happy Anniversary to Paul and Claire Putter-
man 
Sandy and Naomi Zeskind 
Happy Anniversary to Anita and Marvin Sha-
piro 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
Happy Anniversary to Leonard and Judi 
Strause 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
Happy Birthday to Bob Kornfeld 
Jonathan and Stephanie Simon 
Happy Birthday to Hanna Adler 
Sandra Weinstein 
Happy Birthday to Leon Levine 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 

Happy Birthday to Leonard Strause 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
Happy Birthday to Gary Michel 
Roya Behnia 
Samuel and Nancy Bernstein 
Ephraim and Janet Cassady 
Stuart and Jodi Cohen 
Tim and Vani Craven 
Danny and Fayne Fischer 
Bill and Beth Fronzaglia 
David and Judy Miller 
Darren and Staci Mond 
David and Karen Ransenberg 
Alan and Sandy Rosenberg 
Sander and Jenni Walker 
Rick and Marci Willenzik 

Volunteers:  Marcia Arnholt, Mike Arnholt, Andrew Bernstein, Suzy Catennazo, Dan Coblenz,  
Jonathan Collman, Andrea Cronson, Julie Dermack, Joni Deutsch, Terri Fishman, Rachel Friedman, 
Meredith Gartner, Estee Gelbard, Marty Goldfarb,  Richard Goldsmith, Jennifer Golynsky, Gail Halv-
erson, Meredith Haines Rebecca Hockfield, Oren Hubara, Dawn Hubbs, Bob Jacobson, Jodie Joseph, 
Marcus Kallor, Michael Kaplan, Jennifer Koss, Etti Krause, Elliot and Stephanie Krietman, Marcia 
Lampert, Kim Levy, Adina Loewensteiner, Jordan Loftis, Matt Luftglass, Gene Marx, Frada Mozenter, 
Beth Rose Oxman, Wendy Petricoff, Barbara Rein, Nina Rose, Marilyn Schuster, Lynne Sheffer, Janice 
Shubin, Cindy Siesel, Louis Sinkoe, Lynne Sheffer, Lorin Stiefel, Ken Stern, Steve Teich, David and 
Beth Thrope, Gail Vogel, Amalia Warshenbrot, Nancy Wielunski, Amanda Zaidman

Live Laugh Give Volunteers: Mike and Marcia Arnholt and grandsons, Jessica Austin, Josh Clasky, 
Ryan Connor, Andrea, George and Scott Cronson, Jenna Dalli, Rob Friedman, Richard Goldsmith, 
Rebecca Hockfield, Carly Lerner, Adina and Josh Loewensteiner, Jacob Meyer, Steve Meyer, Jodi Mi-
chel, Marnie and Scott Moskowitz, Frada Mozenter, Thea Reddin, Will Ryan, Celia Solomon, Sherri 
Soriano, Jordan Van Glish, Marci Willenzik 

Hadassah Meal Preppies:  Sara Friedman, June Hirschmann, Karen Futtersak, Yvette Jacobson 
Judy Kaufmann, Jackie Kaplan, Penny Krieger,  Harriet Meetz, Andrea McCleary, Helene Schillian 
,Marcia Stern, Elissa Vining, Kyle Vining

Shalom Green: Thank you to your volunteers for harvesting fresh produce for the JFS pantry
Food Pantry Donations: Thank you to our generous community for continuing to donate to the 

food pantry. We continue to collect donations every other Wednesday at the portico entrance to the 
Blumenthal Center for Jewish Education Building on Shalom Park.

WWW.YALEHAYMONDLAW.COM
LICENSED IN NC & SC
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704-800-HELP
“WHEN IT REALLY COUNTS”

(Continued on page 9)
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The Mental Health Implications of the Reversal of 
Roe v. Wade
By Howard Olshansky, JFS Ex-
ecutive Director

The implications of the Su-
preme Court decision reversing 
Roe v. Wade will ripple across 
our society, with one of the most 
significant consequences being 
on mental health not only of 
pregnant women but also of the 
many others who are affected. 
Consider the impact on a cou-
ple having to care for a baby 
that they are not able or ready to 
care for, or the family of a teen 
to whom the responsibility of her 
pregnancy will now fall. With 
more children and youth in fos-
ter care and the juvenile justice 
system, more families in need of 
food stamps, public assistance, 
affordable housing, subsidized 
health care, we will all feel the 
effect on our economy and edu-
cation and health-care systems. 
When these systems struggle, 
a direct result is an increase in 
stress, anxiety, depression — and 
consequently, the need for men-
tal health care. 

The statement below reflects 
the sentiment of the national or-
ganization representing Jewish 
Family Service organizations 
throughout the United States, 
Canada, and Israel. It highlights 
the future challenges we face as 
a result of this Supreme Court 
action. 

NJHSA Statement on SCO-
TUS Decision to Reverse Roe 
v. Wade

The Network of Jewish Hu-
man Service Agencies finds these 
days to be intensely challenging 
ones for the United States of 
America.  

With the Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Dobbs v. Jackson Wom-
en’s Health overturning Roe v. 
Wade, the Court has determined 
that the right to an abortion is 
no longer protected by the U.S. 
Constitution and with this single 
ruling, has reversed close to 50 
years that have supported the 
health, mental health, and per-
sonal decision making of women 
and of families. This ruling chal-
lenges the core principles of this 
country, namely the protection of 
privacy and freedom, including 
religious freedom, and personal 
choice, while also compromising 
the principles that guide Jewish 
human service agencies, namely 
the right to self-determination.  

The member agencies of our 
network recognize that this de-
cision will not impact all women 
equally. Making abortion illegal 
will not end abortion; it simply 
will make it less safe. Wom-
en and girls living in poverty, 
people of color, members of the 
LGBTQIA communities, those 
living in rural or medically un-

derserved communities and per-
sons with disabilities will bear an 
even greater and unfair burden 
in accessing safe abortions and 
other reproductive healthcare 
services. Making abortion illegal 
also will most certainly exacer-
bate the current mental health 
crisis, as women who are denied 
abortions frequently experience 
higher rates of depression, anx-
iety and lower self-esteem. As 
a network of community-based 
agencies that work each day to 
uphold the social work value of 

the right to self-determination, 
we are renewing our commit-
ment to ensuring that all will 
have access to the care they 
need. We will work together to 
maintain the Jewish communi-
ty’s commitment to repairing the 
world as we support women and 
their families in all communities 
and from all religious and ethnic 
backgrounds.

May we all find the strength 
and courage to hold true to the 
values that keep communities 
and families safe and healthy.   

Paula Goldstein, Board Chair
Reuben D. Rotman, President & 
CEO

Happy Birthday to Mike 
Scharf 
Ben and Margie Liebstein 
In appreciation of Louis Sinkoe 
Erin Goldstein and Amanda 
Vestal 
In appreciation of Louis Sinkoe 
and Kevin Levine 
John and Maria Collias 
In appreciation of the Commu-
nity 
David Lipsitz 
In Honor of Howard Olshan-
sky 
Eric and Susan Lerner 
In Honor of Jennifer Golynsky 
Eric and Susan Lerner 
In Honor of Kevin Levine and 
Louis Sinkoe 
Jill Blumenthal 
Ivan and Roz Cooper 

Alan Kronovet and Cary Bern-
stein 
Leon and Sandra Levine 
David and Beth Thrope 
Nora Wolf 
Eric and Susan Lerner 
In Honor of Michael Goldberg 
Alan and Ruth Goldberg 
In Honor of Sue and Kim 
Worrel 
Morris and Lynne Sheffer 
In Honor of Susan Meyer 
Eric and Susan Lerner 
In Memory of Barbara Sklut 
John and Ridgely Phillips 
In Memory of Esther Scott 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
In Memory of Jack Poznansky 
Francine Poznansky 
In Memory of Monroe Kurtz 
Stuart and Carolyn Hennes 
In Memory of Robert Isser 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
Stanley Greenspon 

Margie Levenson 
Mark and Harriet Perlin 
Gary Silverstein 
Michael and Judie Van Glish 
In Memory of Robert 
Speizman 
Paul and Lynn Edelstein 
Stanley Greenspon 
Mazel Tov to Ed and Jill 
Newman on their grandson’s 
graduation 
Leonard and Judi Strause 
Mazel Tov to Jack and Vera 
Mendel on their granddaugh-
ter’s graduation 
Leonard and Judi Strause 
Mazel Tov to Ollie Polk on her 
grandson’s graduation 
Leonard and Judi Strause 
Mazel Tov on the marriage of 
Sabrina and Chris Malkemus 
Leon and Jennifer Golynsky

Jewish Family Services May/June 2022 Tributes cont.
(Continued from page 8)



This is an excerpt of a feature 
that fi rst appeared on Founda-
tion For The Carolinas’ story-
telling website, FOCUS. For 
more stories of philanthropy, 
history, the community and giv-
ing, visit philanthropyFOCUS.
org.

By Ken Garfi eld
Irving Bienstock survived 

the Nazis. He took shelter in 
an orphanage in Amsterdam. 
He made his way to the Unit-
ed States and reunited with his 
family. He met the love of his 
life, Lillian, at a Temple dance 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. His work led 
them to Charlotte, where they 

found a home, a synagogue and 
a community that has honored 
his journey.

This is his life, and this is his 
mission: To tell the story, chal-
lenge hatred and support the 
causes that keep Judaism and 
love alive.

Irving Bienstock turned 96 on 
June 15, 2022. There’s no time 
to waste.

“I’m a very lucky human 
being,” he said. “I’m very for-
tunate that I survived the Holo-
caust. Once I die, no one will 
ever know what the Nazis did 
to us, what they did to me. You 
must speak up if you are subject 
to any kind of discrimination.”

A Legacy Gift
Each school year, approx-

imately 6,000 Charlotte-area 
middle and high school students 
participate in the Butterfl y Proj-
ect (more than 53,000 since its 
inception); its workshops com-
bine storytelling and the arts to 
teach about human behavior 
through the lessons of the Ho-

locaust.
There, the students hear 

from Irving Bienstock and Suly 
Chenkin, a fellow survivor, who 
share their personal stories, 
many learning about the Holo-
caust for the fi rst time.

Think of the arc of Bien-
stock’s life: This child of the 
Holocaust has lived long enough 
to tell his story to the children 
of 2022 – in person before the 
pandemic, by Zoom after.

Now comes his latest act of 
remembrance.

Bienstock is leaving a leg-
acy gift to Foundation for the 
Charlotte Jewish Community, 
designating 16 organizations 
to benefi t from his generosity 
upon passing. These organiza-
tions, Jewish and secular, in the 
Charlotte area and beyond, work 
to perpetuate Judaism, fi ght hate 
and help the poor.

Established in 1997, Foun-
dation for the Charlotte Jewish 
Community (a supporting or-
ganization of Foundation For 
The Carolinas) helps manage 

the endowments of Jewish and 
secular nonprofi t organizations 
in Charlotte and beyond. They 
also actively help members of 
the Jewish community, like 
Bienstock, create meaningful 
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A Survivor’s Legacy: Holocaust Survivor Irving 
Bienstock Helps Keep Judaism Alive by Planning 
His Future Philanthropic Impact

Young Irving and Lillian Bienstock

(Continued on page 11)

Anonymous* (4)
Susan and Benjamin Aizenman
Michael and Meredith Baumstein
Susan P. Bessey
Lillian (OBM) and Irving Bienstock
Barry and Lisa Blau
David and Bonnie Bornstein
David and Janice Cantor
Suly and Richard (OBM)  Chenkin
Brian and Sonia Cohen
Andrea and George Cronson
Dana and Jeffrey Ditesheim
Paul and Lynn Edelstein
Steven and Ellen Block Englehardt
David and Aleen Epstein

Alec and Nancy Felder
Mark and Linda Goldsmith
Michelle Goodman
Todd and Stacy Miller Gorelick
Bill and Patty (OBM) Gorelick
Julia and Russ Greenfield
Mariashi and Yossi Groner
Nancy and Robert Kipnis
Paula and Richard Klein
Lorrie and Barry Klemons 

and Family
Elise and Jaime Kosofsky
Judy and Eric Laxer
Gary and Donna Lerner
Alison and Mark Lerner

Eric and Susan Lerner
Julie Lerner Levine
Binyamin and Ilana Levin
Barbara and Jerry Levin
Elissa and Joshua Levine
Adina and Joshua Loewensteiner
Risa and David Miller
Gale Osborne
Richard J. Osborne
Nadine and Arthur Oudmayer
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Harriet and Mark Perlin
Diggie and Lee Pesakoff
Baila and John (OBM) Pransky
Michael and Cheryl Rabinowtiz

Dena and Michael Raffler
Karen and David Ransenberg
Ilya and Chantal Rubin
Bobby and Stacey Selkin
Lisa and Fred (OBM) Shporer
Bob (OBM) and Carol (OBM) 

Speizman
Philip and Lauren Stark
Eleanor and Morton (OBM) Turk
David and Debra Van Glish
Judie and Michael Van Glish
Amy and Mark Vitner
Eric and Joanna Wisotsky
*Donors who wish to remain anonymous
OBM - Of Blessed Memory

The following individuals/families are in the Book of Life Society and have 
granted us permission to share with you that Charlotte Jewish Day School
has been included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.

704.973.4544 • charlottejewishfoundation.org

To learn how you can create your own Jewish legacy, 
contact Phil Warshauer (704) 973-4544.

Legacy Donors



philanthropic plans and achieve 
their charitable goals.

“I am very appreciative of 
the time and expertise provid-
ed by FCJC with the develop-
ment of my legacy plan,” said 
Bienstock. “They simplified 
the process and assisted me in 
focusing on those charities and 
causes that had the greatest im-
pacts on our lives. It is my hope 
that these gifts will allow these 
organizations to impact future 
generations.”

The Bienstocks’ legacy gift 
also expresses Irving’s love for 
his wife, Lillian. They were mar-
ried 69 years when she passed 
away in 2019 at age 90. He has 
designated support for the My-
asthenia Gravis Foundation of 
America, the neuromuscular 
disease that led to her passing.

A Life Reborn
Bienstock grew up in Dort-

mund, Germany. His father, 
William, was an accountant. His 
mother, Ida, kept house. Bien-
stock spent a happy childhood 
playing soccer and marbles with 
the neighborhood kids.

All that changed on Nov. 9, 
1938. Bienstock was 12 years 
old when Kristallnacht – the 
Night of Broken Glass – sig-
naled the start of the Holocaust. 
Bienstock remembers. “Mobs 
of people in the street,” he told 
Charlotte Magazine years ago. 
“The synagogue burning. The 
Nazis coming into our home. 
My mother asked a policeman, 
‘You’re supposed to be protect-
ing us.’ He said, ‘You dirty Jew, 
we told you to get out of Ger-
many.’”

So, he did. On Jan. 15, 1939, 
he boarded a train and fled alone 
to Holland (now known as the 
Netherlands). In 1940, at age 
13, after 15 months in an Am-
sterdam orphanage, he received 
a visa. With his mother, Ida, and 
younger sister, Sylvia, he board-
ed a ship in Rotterdam for New 
York. The plan was to meet up 
with Bienstock’s father, Wil-
liam, who had already secured 
a visa and fled Germany because 
he was wanted by the Nazis. The 
plan worked.

A life reborn: His family set-
tled in Brooklyn, N.Y, and, after 
serving in the Army, Bienstock 
forged a career in the textile 
industry. Smitten with Lillian 
– a beautiful daughter of immi-
grants who was as serious about 
her faith as Irving – they married 
in 1949.

They moved to Charlotte in 
1975 when he was assigned to 
run a knitting machinery plant in 
Monroe. He joked that if Char-
lotte hadn’t had a kosher butch-
er, they might have remained in 
Flatbush.

His Mission Continues

Bienstock’s second home is 
Temple Israel, a sacred place 
to him that evokes memories 
of attending Sabbath services 
with his father in Dortmund. For 
Cantor Emeritus Elias Rooch-
varg, Bienstock evokes memo-
ries of another time. 

“With his courtliness and 
somewhat formal yet approach-
able demeanor,” Roochvarg 
said, “he represents to me one of 
the last vestiges of the pre-war 
Jewish community of Europe.”

Irving Bienstock belongs to 
the brotherhood and sisterhood 
of Holocaust survivors who are 
still here to speak for the 6 mil-
lion Jews and 5 million others 
murdered by Hitler. As few as 

100,000 are alive to tell us about 
Kristallnacht, Auschwitz and 
what can happen when evil is 
allowed to run rampant.

This is what keeps Bienstock 
moving forward, the opportu-
nity to use his gentle voice to 
speak up, and his good fortune 
to spread the message long after 
he is gone.

Ken Garfield, former religion 
editor of The Charlotte Observ-
er, is a freelance writer/editor 
who helps Foundation For The 
Carolinas and other nonprofit 
causes tell their stories.
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You Can Hire a
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ww Fire Me Guarantee

ANDY GRIESINGER 4432998946

Dream Home Today. Dream Home Today. 
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$2 OFF
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Arboretum Shopping Center
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Irving Bienstock
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By Amy Lefkof
When “Fiddler on the Roof” 

came to Charlotte’s Belk Theater, 
May 31-June 5, the Blumenthal 
Performing Arts Center decided 
to host a Community Cue, con-
versations inspired by the stage, 
focused on today’s refugee reset-
tlement process and how Char-
lotteans can support refugees in 
our area and abroad. 

Arlethia Hailstock, communi-
ty impact manager for the Blu-
menthal Performing Arts, invited 
the Jewish Community Refugee 
Initiative (JCRI) to the pre-show 
Community Cue on June 1 along 
with several other local agencies 
that resettle refugees or provide 
post-resettlement services, such 
as International House, Catholic 
Charities, Carolina Refugee Re-
settlement Agency (CRRA), and 
Refugee Support Services (RSS).  

The various agencies set up ta-
bles at the pre-show event with 
literature regarding refugees, 
knitted items for sale made by 
RSS’s refugee knit together 
group, and HIAS buttons declar-
ing, “My People Were Refugees 
Too.” Refugee clients or former 
refugees resettled by the agen-

cies enjoyed the pre-show con-
versation and were then treated 
to a performance of “Fiddler on 
the Roof” through an Arts for All 
grant ticket program. A portion 
of ticket proceeds from “Fiddler 

on the Roof” were donated to 
Charlotte’s International House 
to support immigrants who have 
come to call Charlotte home, 
including those displaced from 
Ukraine. 

Hailstock also arranged for 
Gene Kavadlo and his wife, Ali 
Kavadlo, of Viva Klezmer to 
perform with their band in the 
Mezzanine Lobby of the Belk 
Theater. After those in atten-
dance, numbering more than 
50, enjoyed refreshments and 
klezmer tunes such as “Tzena, 
Tzena, Tzena” and “Bei Mir Bist 
Du Schön,” they heard a brief 
presentation by Laura Jones, 
acting assistant regional director 
of refugee services with Catho-
lic Charities, about the refugee 
resettlement process.  

Jones highlighted pre-arrival 
case management (setting up 
housing, furnishings, and sup-
ply of basic food items), arrival 
needs (airport pickup and ini-
tial medical appointments), and 
post-arrival (fi rst 90 days) reset-
tlement needs (applying for So-
cial Security, food stamps, Med-
icaid, fi nancial literacy classes, 
and employment assistance with 

the goal toward self-suffi  ciency).  
Jones also cited a startling sta-

tistic: in the fi rst months of 2022, 
more than 100 million individu-
als were displaced worldwide as 
a result of persecution, confl ict, 
violence or human rights viola-
tions — a record high.  

Noting that the Torah men-
tions the idea of welcoming the 
stranger no fewer than 36 times 
and that our people have also 
been refugees, JCRI encour-
aged those present to complete 
Statue of Liberty post-cards, 
pre-addressed and pre-stamped, 

to President Biden and North 
Carolina’s Senators Thom Tillis 
and Richard Burr, urging these 
leaders to support a robust and 
well-resourced refugee resettle-
ment program.

Annsley Banks, volunteer 
coordinator at CRRA (which is 
the only other refugee resettle-
ment agency in Charlotte besides 
Catholic Charities) and Sarah 
Stubbs, food and community info 
coordinator at RSS, explained 
their organizations’ resettlement 
and post-resettlement work and 
volunteer needs, respectively. 
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We Plan for a Living Space. 
Plan a Forever Place Today.
Why Plan Your Own Funeral?
• It’s a gift to your loved ones
• Provides you and your loved ones with peace of mind
• Don’t leave others to guess what you want for your funeral 

or forever place

Act Now
• Plan and record your wishes (no purchase necessary)
• Receive substantial savings on places and service fees
• Lock in costs and avoid future increases

Ask about your forever place planning, green burials, cremations, markers, 
and more. Pay over 24 months or in one payment. Contact Director, 
Sandra Goldman at director@hebrewcemetery.org, or call 704.576.1859. 

SUPPORT YOUR HEBREW CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Make a tax-deductible annual membership of  $108 or become a 
lifetime member for a one-time fee of $1,800.

 www.hebrewcemetery.org

Refugee Conversation Precedes Performance of 
Fiddler on the Roof

Gita, a young woman of Bhutanese 
heritage but born in a refugee camp 
in Nepal, holds a Fiddler on the Roof 
program while sporti ng a RSS knitt ed 
sunflower pin and HIAS sticker that 
reads, “Refugees Welcome.”

(Continued on page 13)

The Hebrew Cemetery joins with the community in remembering 
the names of those who have been buried at  the Hebrew Cem-
etery in the months of June and July.

Joan Glauser               9/3/1943-5/23/2022
Bob Isser                      3/25/1940-5/25/2022
Marlene Schachter    8/24/1945-5/26/2022
Bobby Speizman        4/10/1940- 5/30/2022
Esther Scott                 6/7/1944-6/5/2022
Donald Avedon          1/30/1935-6/16/2022
Ken Ball                       8/11/1932-6/19/2022
Arnold Kosofsky        8/16/1942-6/27/2022
Stephen Kaufmann   12/10/1945-6/26/2022
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A Life Plan Community off ered by Liberty Senior Living © 2022 The Barclay at SouthPark

of a
Senior Living Community.

Retire Your Perception

4801 BARCLAY DOWNS DRIVE , CHARLOTTE , NC 28210
BARCLAYATSOUTHPARK.COM

Imagine a cross between your favorite home and your 
all-time favorite resort. Now...imagine living there!

Call 980.825.4132 to schedule a visit and discover all 
that The Barclay at SouthPark has to offer.

ENJOY:

-  Our INSPIRE wellness 
program

- An active lifestyle

-  Rental model with no 
large entrance fees

- Multiple dining options

-  Continuing care in place 
should you need it

-  Peace of mind for you
and your family

CALL TODAY
to schedule a tour.

SCAN HERE

122124 barclay at southpark retire your perception couple in apartment ad-cjn.indd   1122124 barclay at southpark retire your perception couple in apartment ad-cjn.indd   1 7/5/22   11:22 AM7/5/22   11:22 AM

Hampton Inn & Suites SouthPark at Phillips Place, 
Charlotte, NC  28210    7043195700

www.hamptonsouthpark.com

SouthPark at Phillips Place

w Featuring 124 beautifully decorated guest
rooms and suites conveniently located 

in Phillips Place
w Complimentary amenities include: 

Hot breakfast, internet access,
transportation to Shalom Park

w Hospitality Suite  
w Great Room: Special rates available for

Friday night dinner

For more information, contact: Pamela.Haythe@hilton.com

Where Families 
Come Together

At the conclusion of “Fid-
dler on the Roof,” to reinforce 
an obvious parallel to the war in 
Ukraine, Danny Arnold, the ac-
tor who played Tevye, took off 
his costume and returned to the 
present day by wearing a bright-
ly colored winter coat while the 
silhouetted cast trudged in a 
large circle as displaced villag-
ers. From the edicts issued and 
violent acts undertaken in the 
name of the czar to the expul-
sion of the Jews from Anatevka 
at the musical’s end, the audience 

understood the comparison to 
modern-day Ukraine. After 
receiving a standing ovation, 
Arnold spoke about the need 
to show support for the world’s 
refugees and said that the cast 
was dedicating the production 
to those Ukrainians displaced 
by the war.  

To make a donation to assist displaced persons in Ukraine, 
consider the following organizations:

World Central Kitchen https://wck.org
JDC-American Joint Distribution Committee Inc. https://www.

jdc.org/disasters/ukraine-response/
Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte (In response to the crisis 

in Ukraine, our local Federation is participating in raising money 
for the Jewish Federations of North America Ukraine relief fund) 
https://www.jewishcharlotte.org/

The Jewish Agency for Israel (its ‘Aliyah Express’ program 
is expediting the immigration process resulting in thousands of 
Ukrainian olim (immigrants) arriving in Israel)  https://www.
jewishagency.org/

Refugee Initiative

(Continued from page 12)



By Andy Harkavy
We are excited to welcome 

Rabbi Lexi Erdheim as our new 
associate rabbi. As a member 
of our team, Rabbi Erdheim 
will have a full range of re-
sponsibilities including: leading 
worship; officiating life-cycle 
events; teaching, and serving 
as a member of our leadership, 
engagement, and clergy team. 
Rabbi Erdheim’s priority will be 
to bring her tremendous energy, 
creativity, and vision to our so-
cial justice work and to partner 
with Rabbi Nichols on adult ed-
ucation.   

 Rabbi Erdheim was born 
and raised in Livingston, New 
Jersey. She fell in love with the 
South after spending two sum-
mers as the director of Jewish life 
at URJ Henry S. Jacobs Camp 
outside of Jackson, Mississippi. 
She currently serves as a rabbi 
at Congregation Gates of Prayer 
in Metairie, Louisiana, where 
she oversees young adult en-
gagement and social justice pro-
gramming. During the summers, 
she has led the staff training and 

leadership development program 
at Jacobs Camp.   

 Rabbi Erdheim received her 
rabbinic ordination and nonprofit 
management degrees from He-
brew Union College in Los An-
geles in 2019. While in school, 
she served as the student rabbi 
for two years in Amarillo, Texas. 
She was also the intern at Hillel 
818, a communal Hillel for Cal 
State Northridge, Louisiana Val-
ley College, and Pierce College 
in Los Angeles’s San Fernando 
Valley.   

 Rabbi Erdheim is a devoted 
fan of the New York Yankees 
and the New Orleans Saints. She 
loves to go to the movies and try 
out new breweries. Rabbi Lexi, 
her fiancé Charlie, and their hus-
ky, Henry, are thrilled to be join-
ing our Tempe Beth El family.  

 Please visit www.templebeth-
el.org for opportunities to meet 
and interact with Rabbi Erdheim. 
We look forward to welcoming 
Rabbi Erdheim and Charlie to 
Charlotte and the TBE commu-
nity. 

Name: Lexi Erdheim 
Job Title: Associate Rabbi 
Birthplace: Livingston, New 
Jersey

Andy Harkavy: What drew 
you to working at Temple Beth 
El (TBE) and what have you 
found most sustaining?  

Rabbi Erdheim: I was drawn 
to Temple Beth El because of the 
collaborative nature of the con-

gregation and the greater Char-
lotte Jewish community. I was 
impressed by how the clergy, 
staff, and congregants work as a 
team to create a meaningful Jew-
ish community as well as how 
Jewish Charlotte works togeth-
er on and off Shalom Park. I am 
also excited to deepen my social 
justice work within this commu-
nity; it has been amazing to see 
the dedication of this community 
to creating a more just and equi-
table world. 

AH: Tell us about your jour-
ney to Charlotte and Temple 
Beth El.    

RE: As a rising second-year 
rabbinical student, I was as-
signed to work at URJ Henry 
S. Jacobs Camp in Utica, Mis-
sissippi. As a northeasterner, 
I had never been to the Deep 
South and had never considered 
working in the Jewish South. But 
within days, I fell in love with 
Jacobs Camp and found my rab-
binic calling, that is,  to serve the 
Jews of the South. I worked as an 
intern at Congregation Gates of 
Prayer in Metairie, Louisiana (a 

suburb of New Orleans) as their 
young adult coordinator for two 
years and then upon ordination 
came aboard full time, oversee-
ing young adult engagement and 
social justice programming and 
spending my summers at Jacobs 
Camp. I am thrilled to be staying 
in the South!

AH: What is your favorite 
part of your job? Why?   

RE: Helping congregants find 
themselves within the Jewish tra-
dition and the Jewish people. I 
love when I can assist a congre-
gant in finding a Jewish book, 
text, organization, or community 
that changes their lives for the 
better. 

AH: What do you wish con-
gregants knew about your job?   

RE: That my job is to spend 
time with all y’all! So often, con-
gregants are apologetic about 
scheduling time to grab coffee, 
stop by my office, or give me a 
call because they “know I am 
busy” and don’t want to take up 
too much of my time - but the 
relationships are the best part 
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WE WELCOME
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�omever you are,

JOIN NOW! MAKE YOUR TEMPLE COMMITMENT TODAY

Welcome Rabbi Lexi Erdheim, Temple 
Beth El’s New Associate Rabbi

Religious Life

Rabbi Lexi Erdheim

(Continued on page 17)
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By Billie Spevak
The Greater Charlotte Jewish 

community is fortunate to have 
Rabbi Becca Diamond and Rab-
bi David Jaffe joining Temple 
Kol Tikvah (TKT) in Davidson, 
North Carolina. The newly or-
dained, recently married couple 
is relocating from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where they attended He-
brew Union College-Jewish In-
stitute of Religion. 

Rabbi Becca and Rabbi David 
grew up in the Reform move-
ment; however, their paths to 
the pulpit were quite diff erent. 
Becca’s family lived in New 
Jersey and was highly involved 
in the synagogue. At age 17, she 
fi rst voiced her intention of be-
coming a rabbi. Being a leader 
in her temple youth group and 
serving on her NFTY regional 
board helped Becca realize this 
was what she was meant to do. 
She went on to study history and 
Jewish studies in college.

Rabbi David was always in-
volved in Judaism, but it took 
some time before he decided 

to pursue the rabbinate. David 
grew up in Louisville, Kentucky, 
walking distance from his Re-
form temple. In his early years, 
David connected with Judaism 
through music, as he played his 
trumpet at services. Following 
his love of music, he earned a 
master’s degree in music at the 
University of Louisville. When 

David was in his mid-20s, his 
connection with Judaism deep-
ened with introspection and 
involvement while teaching re-
ligious school. This led to two 
new loves, which he pursued at 
HUC-JIR: the Hebrew language 
and clinical pastoral education.   

Before embarking on this rab-
bi search, Temple Kol Tikvah 
underwent a year-long explora-
tion to understand its needs and 
aspirations. “Our community 
came together to do the hard, 
introspective work,” says Ernie 
Spevak, TKT president, “and that 
led to attracting spiritual leaders 
who share our vision and are ea-
ger to inspire, support, and guide 
us on this journey.” Throughout 
the interview process, Rabbi 
Becca says, “We got a sense that 
TKT was different. This com-
munity knows itself and wants 
to keep growing, changing, and 
strengthening.”

Earlier this year, Temple Kol 
Tikvah was awarded just one 
of two prestigious 2022 CCAR 
Heartland Fellowships that help 

supplement the rabbi’s salary for 
the next three to six years, mak-
ing it possible to welcome both 
Becca and David to serve our 
community.

Rabbi Becca and Rabbi Da-
vid will work together to provide 
religious, spiritual, and educa-
tional experiences and compas-
sionate pastoral care. They had 

a preview of co-rabbi collab-
oration when COVID allowed 
them to combine their pulpits 
while serving congregations via 
Zoom. “That extraordinary expe-
rience helped us realize how well 
our strengths complement each 
other,” says David. “We believe, 
as our mentor Rabbi Jan Katzew 
taught us about chevruta, that 
when there’s a true partnership, 
one plus one is more than two, 
with exponential creativity and 
capacity.”

Please welcome and support 
Rabbi Becca and Rabbi David as 
they help TKT create meaningful 
Jewish experiences in a kind, in-
spiring Jewish space. 
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Religious School

REGISTER 
NOW! 

A COMMUNITY
of friends

IN-PERSON &
online options

SMALL GROUP
Hebrew Study

Religious Life

New Rabbis Join the Temple Kol Tikvah Family, Serv-
ing the Jewish Community in the Lake Norman Area

Rabbi Becca Diamond Rabbi David Jaff e



By Shelley Pawlyk
Chaplains can bring order in 

the midst of chaos and hope in 
the midst of despair. They offer 
care and support to every mem-
ber of the community, regardless 
of faith or religion. Any Jewish 
lay leader can be certified as a 
chaplain. Traditionally Jewish 
chaplains have been certified 
through large, Jewish only or-
ganizations. The certifications 
have been primarily focused on 
prison, hospital, or hospice vis-
its, but chaplaincy training has 
evolved and some training now 
includes a focus on crisis and 
community. Within the past year, 
five members of Temple Solel 
completed a program with the 
U.S. and New York State Chap-
lain Task Force in “Community 
Crisis and Disaster Response 
Chaplaincy.” 

Russ Cobe, Jan Rose, Robin 
Spivock, Ted Finklestein, and 
Shelley Pawlyk completed the 
rigorous program with more 
than 60 hours of training and 
tests to be credentialed. We were 
also certified with the American 
Heart Association in CPR and 
AED (Automated External De-

fibrillators) first aid. This author 
also has an additional certifica-
tion called CISM - Critical In-
cident Stress Management, used 
by the Red Cross.

Our instructor, Reverand Kim 
Osorio, was recently featured 
on the national news during the 
Bronx apartment fire. She is a 
chaplain for the New York Tran-
sit System and was an honored 
September 11th responder.  She 
is an amazing example of the 
quality instructors in the program 
that supports and trains people in 
multiple major religions. We fol-
low the First Amendment in the 
U.S. Constitution by exercising 
our right to worship according to 
our own faith, but also develop 
knowledge of different beliefs 
and practices. We comply with 
a code of ethics, learn how to say 
“inclusive” prayers, and support 
first responders in crisis situa-
tions according to government 
FEMA frameworks that require 
us to know about incident com-
manders and other management 
structures in place with gov-
ernment, military and civilian 
agencies. 

Jan Rose said of her expe-

rience, “I really enjoyed the 
chaplain training, not only for 
the content but also for the di-
verse group of people I met in 
our class. All three Abrahamic 
religions (Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam) were represented. 
The racial diversity added to 
the experience. I appreciated 
the non-denominational prayers 
that were spoken both at the be-
ginning and ending of each class. 
Everyone made sure to be sensi-

tive to the fact that we all have 
different names for G-d. Offline, 
I made friends with one of the 
women from New York and we 
have pledged to keep in contact. 
I love making new friends! All 
in all, the total experience was 
excellent and reinforced much of 
what I’ve already learned from 
my years of working in a chap-
lain-like capacity with residents 
of retirement facilities and at 
the Charlotte/Douglas airport. 

I would recommend this group 
and this training to anyone wish-
ing to become a chaplain.” 

Chaplaincy is sometimes 
referred to as the “Ministry of 
Presence.”  In Hebrew the word 
“Hineni” means “Here I am” and 
asks us to be present, to pay at-
tention to the voice calling to us 
spiritually, and guides us to our 
Divine purpose. Maybe this path 
calls to you as it did to us. 

 Temple Solel holds regular 
Shabbat services at 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Fridays of 
each month via Zoom. We intend 
to meet in person when it is safer 
to do so at Belair UMC Family 
Life Center, 8095 Shelley Mullis 
Rd., Fort Mill, SC 29707. For 
more information about the High 
Holy Days, or guest speakers, 
see templesolelSC.org, write us 
at info@templesolelSC.org or 
call (803) 610-1707. 
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COTSWOLD

Assisted Living & Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055
PROVIDENCE

Treat yourself to something special this summer  
• Fresh, fun, and interactive dining experiences with desserts created by 

our Pastry Chef

• Forever Fit wellness programs encouraging resident 
independence

• Life Enrichment programs allowing for 
opportunities of continued learning and special 
interests 

• Housekeeping and maintenance teams providing a 
truly  worry-free lifestyle

Only a limited 
number of apartments 
are available!

Life is sweet at Waltonwood 

Don’t wait!
Call and 

schedule a 
tour today

Religious Life

Temple Solel Jewish Chaplains



By Shari Baum
As another busy summer 

draws to an end, Temple Kol Ami 
of Fort Mill, South Carolina, is 
about to get even busier. It is time 
to get back to shul and back to 
school at TKA! 

TKA Religious School will 
start up again on August 28 with 
our Annual Ice Cream Social/
Open House. Our amazing reli-
gious school teachers have been 
planning the curriculum and are 
excited to welcome back our stu-
dents. Last year, we had over 30 
students enrolled and celebrated 
seven B’nei Mitzvah!  We can’t 
wait to see our returning kids as 
well as welcome new faces for 
another year of wonderful Jewish 
education and friendships. Is your 
child ready for Hebrew School? 
No matter where they are on their 
path of Jewish learning, we can 

accommodate their needs and get 
them up to speed. Our religious 
school meets three Sundays per 
month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
Walnut Grove Christian School 
in Fort Mill, conveniently locat-
ed to the Greater York County/
Ballantyne/South Charlotte area. 
Please join us on August 28 
for the free Ice Cream Social/
Open House at Walnut Grove, 
1036 Maxwell Mill Road, Fort 
Mill, South Carolina. Meet the 
teachers, tour the facility, and 
find out why, at TKA Religious 
School, Sundays are fun days! 
It is not too late to enroll your 
child for the 2022-2023 school 
year, which officially starts on 
September 11. For more infor-
mation, please contact us at tka.
religiousschool@gmail.com or 
go to the website at www.tem-
plekolamisc.org.

The annual Disney Shabbat 
has become a wonderful tradition 
to kick off the school year. Please 
join us in your favorite costume 
on August 26 at 7 p.m. at Phil-
adelphia United, 1691 SC-160, 
Fort Mill for the most magical 
service on Earth! Enjoy a kid-ori-
ented Shabbat service inspired by 
the wisdom of Disney followed 
by a delicious oneg! We can’t 
wait to see all of our little prin-
cesses, pirates, and Buzz Light-
years back in shul!

Looking ahead to the High 

Holidays, Temple Kol Ami is 
pleased to be welcoming back 
Rabbi Bruce Aft and Sarah Sher-
man, acting cantor, to lead us in 
meaningful and uplifting ser-
vices. After two years of virtual 
services, we are so happy and 
excited to be back in person to 
share the Days of Awe together. 
Tickets for High Holidays are 
included in TKA membership 
and are available for purchase by 
non-members. Please contact us 
at yorksynagogue@gmail.com 
for more information. 

If you live in York County or 
the Ballantyne area, Temple Kol 
Ami might be the place for you! 
We are a warm and inclusive Re-
form congregation comprised of 
Jews from diverse backgrounds. 
We hope you will come check us 
out soon and find your Jewish 
home in our community.

The Charlotte Jewish News - August 2022 - Page 17 

Religious Life

Temple Kol Ami Looks Forward to Religious School 
Open House and Disney Shabbat

Temple Beth El

of the job, and I love getting to 
know everyone! 

AH: What do you enjoy do-
ing when you are with family 
and friends?

RE: Playing board games, go-
ing out to restaurants and brew-
eries, and watching baseball and 
football games. 

AH: What is your favorite 
hobby?

RE: I recently have become 
a stand-up comedy enthusiast 
(although I don’t do stand-up 
myself). I love attending shows, 
listening to podcasts, and watch-
ing comedy specials. 

AH: What is your most mem-
orable moment?   

RE: In March 2020, I spoke 
on the steps of the Supreme 
Court as arguments were pre-

sented for the June Medical v. 
Russo case, which, had it been 
upheld, would have severely 
limited Louisianans’ access to 
safe abortion providers. What 
made it particularly memorable 
was that my parents traveled 
down to Washington, D.C., to 
attend. Protesting alongside my 
parents, who have been fighting 
for a woman’s right to choose 
for decades, was an incredibly 
meaningful experience.  

AH: If you could have din-
ner with any person living or 
deceased, who would it be and 
why?   

RE: Suzyn Waldman (color 
commentator for the New York 
Yankees radio broadcast). I 
would love to ask her about her 
experiences as a Jewish woman 
working in baseball. She is an 

incredible sportscaster who has 
been a pioneer for women in the 
MLB, a dedicated Jew (she takes 
off every year on the High Holy 
Days), and is a talented singer 
and musical theater actress. I 
think we would have a lovely 
time getting to know one another 
over a pastrami sandwich from 
Katz’s deli. 

AH: What is something about 
you that TBE congregants might 
not know?  

RE:In grad school, I played in 
a recreational dodgeball league, 
and it was an absolute blast! 

AH: Anything else?
RE: I am looking forward to 

meeting everyone and exploring 
Charlotte!

(Continued from page 14)

TKA princesses at previous Disney Shabbat 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE EVENTS, 
VISIT OUR “UPCOMING PROGRAMS” PAGE AT TEMPLEISRAELNC.ORG

Our House. Your Home.
templeisraelnc.org

Your Home.

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service, 6 p.m. 

ROSH HASHANAH DAY 1
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26* 

Morning Service, 9 a.m.
Family Service, 9:30 a.m.
Evening Service, 7 p.m. 

ROSH HASHANAH DAY 2
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

Morning Service, 9 a.m.
Torah Tots Program, 9 a.m.

Evening Service, 7 p.m.

KOL NIDRE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4* 

Kol Nidre Service, 6:30 p.m.
Please be seated by 6:15 p.m.

  YOM KIPPUR
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5* 
Torah Tots Program, 8:45 a.m.

Morning Service, 9 a.m.
Family Service, 9:30 a.m.

Yizkor Service, 1:30 p.m. (approximately) 
Mincha Service, 5 p.m.

Ne’ilah & Shofar Blast, 6 p.m.
Break Fast, 7:50 p.m.

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 2022/5783

*Parking Pass required on Shalom Park

Welcome Home Shabbat
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
Gather with your Temple Israel friends and family as we Welcome 
Home Shabbat! The evening will begin with a special L’Chaim in honor 
of our new president, Amy Udoff. Then we will enjoy Kabbalat Shabbat 
services, followed by a delicious Shabbat dinner. 

JOIN US - HINENI (HERE I AM) - AT TEMPLE ISRAEL!
5:30 p.m. L’CHAIM - sponsored by Dorothy & Norman Shapiro, in 
honor of their daughter becoming the 54th President of Temple Israel.
6:15 p.m. KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES
Dinner to follow services (approx. 7:30)

MENU
Salad
Garlic bread
Eggplant Parmigiana*
Pizza Bagels (for kids)
Ice Cream Sundae Bar
*gluten-free option available

Please visit the Upcoming Programs page at 
templeisraelnc.org for registration and additional 
event details.



By Cherie Flitton
A sense of belonging is central 

to who we are as human beings. 
Gathering in a space that is wel-
coming, comfortable, meaning-
ful, and spiritual brings value to 
our lives. Whether or not you 
are literate in Hebrew, someone 
who is looking for a meaning-
ful alternative Shabbat prayer 
experience, or wish to improve 
your understanding of Jewish 
prayers and of Torah, the Shab-
bat and High Holy Days Experi-
ences should resonate with you. 
Perhaps you have asked, “Why 
is this experience meaningful 
to me? Would I return and be-
come a part of the community 
that off ers experiential services 
that stimulate eye-opening, mind 
and heart-opening receptivity to 
sense the wonder and grandeur 
that may be derived from Jewish 
prayers and music?”

The Ruach Community off ers 
a welcoming and joyful oppor-
tunity for those not currently 
attending services, and for those 
seeking something diff erent from 
the traditional services, to take 
another look at what is off ered 
in the Jewish community. It is 
exactly what my husband, John, 
and I were looking for a few 
years ago when we were seeking 
a diff erent spiritual community. 
With the knowledge and the mo-
tivation to step outside the box, 
The Ruach Community is a place 
to come as you are and enjoy 
uplifting and truly meaningful 
services fi lled with new Jewish 
music. Building on Jewish tra-
dition, services are created in a 
modern way that allows attend-
ees to understand the prayers and 
realize how the music brings the 
prayers to life. 

In early June, John and I trav-
eled from Charlotte to Wilming-
ton, North Carolina, where The 
Ruach was leading Friday night 
services. B’nai Israel Congrega-
tion was celebrating the installa-
tion of Rabbi Chaya Bender as 
rabbi of B’nai Israel Congrega-
tion and the rededication of the 
congregation’s newly renovated 
sanctuary, which had been de-
stroyed by Hurricane Florence. 
We knew it would be an incred-
ible experience, and we did not 
want to miss it.

On Thursday night, a festive 
evening with a gala featuring The 
Ruach brought the Wilmington 
Jewish community together. 
Joining The Ruach was special 
guest and friend of The Ruach, 
Mitch Gordon, adjunct faculty of 
spirituality and sacred drumming 
at Hebrew College. We agreed 
with the sentiments shared by 
Amy B. DeLoach, president of 
B’nai Israel Congregation, “The 
Ruach brought new Jewish mu-

sic that everyone enjoyed. The 
music truly created the perfect 
atmosphere for this important 
event for the synagogue.”

On Friday night, the Shabbat 
service was designed to celebrate 
a new beginning. After many 
years of rebuilding their congre-
gation, physically and spiritually, 
Rabbi Chaya Bender declared, 
“It was wonderful to have The 
Ruach fill our sanctuary with 
song and lift our souls to new 
heights.” “The musical connec-
tion to prayers made for both a 
spiritual and meaningful service 
that was felt by everyone,” Amy 
added.

The Ruach Community wel-
comes all who want to be a part 
of the Jewish community, includ-
ing folks who are culturally Jew-
ish, spiritually Jewish, Jew-curi-
ous, leaving Judaism, returning 
to Judaism, freethinkers, and 
those just trying to fi nd meaning 
in each day. There is no fi nancial 
obligation to belong. The Ruach 
Community is supported by do-
nations from attendees like us 
who fi nd incredible value in the 
services and the impact we are 
making in the community.

With no physical building, 
The Ruach Community gath-
ers in many diff erent settings in 
Charlotte. The Ruach Communi-
ty congregates anywhere — from 
a park to a parking deck — a true 
community, a true Jewish in-
volvement, setting the stage for 
success and friendships. Services 
include powerful, thought-pro-
voking messages by Rabbi Ra-
chel Smookler. Her messages 
encourage us to approach the 
world with intellect, kindness, 
and compassion. It’s more than 
just singing songs and saying 
prayers; we experience connec-
tions and friendships. We en-
courage you to be a part of this 
wonderful Jewish community. 

The Ruach is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to build community 
and spread the joy of Judaism 
through modern worship expe-

riences that are fi lled with new 
uplifting, spiritual and joyous 
meaningful music. Experienc-
es are supported solely through 
voluntary contributions togeth-
er with a small grant from The 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte. Follow on Facebook 
and Instagram. Email the.ruach.
band@gmail.com to receive up-
dates.
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Th e Ruach: Helping Build 
Community Beyond 
Charlotte

www.LevineHearing.com | 704-540-3081

TM

When you hear better, you FEEL
better. Call today for a free

hearing exam!

Religious Life

Melton

Classes Starting
October 26th

Pluralistic Adult Learning
FOR THOSE SEEKING A MORE MEANINGFUL
JEWISH LIFE

Melton Charlotte is a collaboration 
between the Jewish Federation of 

Greater Charlotte’s Center for 
Jewish Education, Temple Israel, 

and Temple Beth El.

For more information go to 
www.meltonschool.org/charlotte

The Ruach at the re-dedicati on of B’nai Israel Congregati on in Wilmington and 
installati on of their new rabbi, Chaya Bender
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Premier Concierge  
Property Management

www. ro skindhomes . com

Hunter Roskind
Realtor®/Broker

If you or anyone you know have 
a property in need of a property 

manager, please call me at:

980.288.5616
hroskind@gmail.com

Richard Roskind
Realtor®/Broker
LICENSED IN NC & SC

704.905.6175
rcroskind@aol.com

Brokerage 
Residential & Commercial

By Charlotte Rouchouze
Celia Spangenthal, who re-

cently celebrated her 101st 
birthday, grew up in rural South 
Africa, the daughter of an En-
glish-born mother and Rus-
sian-born father who had immi-
grated to South Africa during the 
ostrich feather boom of the early 
1900s. In 1921, she was the very 
fi rst baby to be named in the new 
shul of Calvinia, a small town 
in North West Cape where her 
parents lived before moving to 
the more rustic Nieuwoudtville. 
Despite its small size, Calvinia 
(like many cities in South Africa 
at the time) had a growing Jewish 
community, composed mostly of 
Jews from Eastern Europe who 
began leaving in large numbers 
toward the end of the 19th cen-
tury. Her father then made the 
decision to buy a general goods 
store in Nieuwoudtville, and the 
family moved to a three-bed-
room house without electricity 
or indoor plumbing. They strug-
gled fi nancially throughout the 
years but never wanted for food 
or happiness. 

By age 20, Celia decided to 
move to the much larger Cape 
Town, where she landed a job 
selling clothes at Woolworth’s. 
In 1947, she married Harry Span-
genthal and had two boys, Sel-
wyn and Ian. She describes her 
life in Cape Town as embedded 
in the tightly knit and very tradi-
tional Jewish community, which 
always provided a support struc-
ture and a framework for her life. 
She gave back by working for 
B’noth Zion, a charitable wom-
en’s organization.

In 1980, Selwyn, who is now 
a pulmonologist, moved to Char-

lotte with his wife, Cheryl, much 
to the chagrin of Celia. Selwyn 
and Cheryl went on to have four 
children, Sarah, Rebecca, Ro-
chel, and David, in North Car-
olina. For many years, Celia 
divided her time between Cape 
Town and Charlotte, arriving in 
each city just in time for their 
(opposite) summer months. “I 
never did winter, only summer,” 
she told me. For years she en-
joyed this back and forth, which 
kept her busy and ensured that 
she always had strong relation-
ships with her grandchildren and 
her sisters. 

In 2008, however, after the 
untimely deaths of both her son 
Ian and her husband, Harry, the 
decision was made to bring her to 
Charlotte full time, and her pos-
sessions were packed up. Sadly, 
all of these belongings were lost 
in a fi re that occurred during the 
trip over, leaving her with abso-
lutely nothing. At this point in 
our chat, she paused, overcome 
by the still-raw emotion of this 
loss of all family objects, photos, 

and heirlooms. But she quickly 
gathered herself and told me that 
this must have been meant to be. 

After the move, she contin-
ued to make regular trips back 
to South Africa, with the last one 
in 2019, just before the pandem-
ic, at 98 years old! Selwyn told 
me that one last trip home is still 
on Celia’s bucket list, and I got 
the impression that, had I handed 
her tickets right then and there, 
she would have happily boarded 
another plane for Cape Town. 

When I asked Celia about the 
foods of her childhood, she told 
me that her parents had kept a 
kosher home and that much of 
the food her mother would make 
was Yiddish-style chopped liver, 
chopped herring, tzimmes and 
teiglach along with jams (kon-
fyt) made from fruit that farm-
ers would sell door to door. She 
recalls her mother kashering her 
own meat with salt on a wooden 
board and baking challah rolls 
every Friday for Shabbat. For 
Pesach, separate dishes and sil-
verware were brought out, with 
each child getting her own tiny, 
enamel mug for drinking during 
the holiday. In addition to Yid-
dish foods, they also enjoyed 
kosher versions of many South 
African favorites such as curries 
with yellow rice, bobotie (a lay-
ered meat casserole), fruits of 
all kinds, biltong (a kind of beef 
jerky), and pumpkin fritters. 

I can tell that Celia (or Ouma, 
as she is known by her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren) 
has made it through her 101 
years on more than good luck 
alone. When she turned 100, her 
family made a book in her honor, 
documenting her memories and 
scores of messages addressed to 
her by family and friends. Celia 
herself filled nearly six of the 
pages with her own hard-won 
wisdom, and looking through it, I 
can see the recipes for a balanced 
and kind life: “Be truly grateful.” 

Around the Table
Celia Spangenthal: 101 Years From South Africa to North 
Carolina

(Continued on page 21)

Loan programs may change at any time with or without notice. Information deemed reliable but not 
guaranteed. All loans subject to income verification, credit approval and property appraisal. Not a 
commitment to lend. Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group, L.L.C. NMLS #72043 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is 
an Equal Opportunity Lender. Located at 600 Lynnhaven Parkway Suite 100 Virginia Beach, VA 23452.

The Local Lender 
You Can Trust

As a Charlotte native, I grew up 
attending the JCC and I had my 
Bar Mitzvah at Temple Beth El.

Today, I’m the local lender 
who’ll guide you through a 
Home Purchase, Refinance, 
Construction-to-Permanent 
Loan, and every lending solution 
in between.

Paul Mattos
Mortgage Banker
NMLS #2339069, 
Licensed in NC, SC

980-221-4959
PaulMattos@atlanticbay.com
CarolinaHomeFinancing.com
PaulMattos.com

Celia Spangenthal (center) with her family



“Have respect for others.” “You 
do not have to be perfect . . . but 
you do need to be the best per-
son you can be.” “Always try 
to resolve confl icts,” but “avoid 
people who do not want you to 
reach your full potential.”

In addition to those universal 
pearls of wisdom, I see some-
thing else in her life lessons. She 
tells us to “delight in the Shab-
bat,” “remember our roots,” and 
to “regard other Jews and your 
Jewish community as your ex-
tended family. The community 
will be there for you in your 
time of need, and you should be 
there for them.”  In Celia, I also 
see a woman of great faith who 
has nurtured a family that tru-
ly loves Judaism, cherishes the 
Jewish people, and keeps its faith 
in G-d through the trials that life 
has thrown its way. These past 
few years have brought sadness 
to the Spangenthal family, with 
the tragic passing of Celia’s 
great-granddaughter Sophie 
along with her beloved grand-
son-in-law Yudi. But her children 
and grandchildren continue to 
fi nd great strength in a traditional 
Jewish way of life, and listening 
to Celia talk about her family, I 
could hear her joy that the Yid-

dishkeit of her childhood was 
not lost on her grandchildren. 
“Whenever I smell the fragrance 
of my granddaughter’s or great 
granddaughter’s challah being 
baked, I am transported back in 
time to a diff erent time and era,” 
she writes in her memoirs. What 
a joy to have this unity among 
generations.

True to her wise words, at the 
end of our conversation, Celia 
emphasized how grateful she is. 
Grateful to her son Selwyn and 
daughter-in-law Cheryl for giv-
ing her a home, grateful to her 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children for always rejuvenating 
her, and grateful to the Jewish 
community of Charlotte — in 
particular Oasis — where these 
days I hear she can be found 
winning round after round of 
Rummikub, and her shul Ohr 
HaTorah, where she always feels 
at home. 

Because of the loss of her 
family papers and photos, she 
had no handwritten recipes to 
show me. But she told me that 
South African Jews love teiglach, 
a sticky, crunchy ring of dough 
that is cooked in honey syrup. It 
is a bit like a farfel or mandlen 
dough that has been coated in 
syrup. By chance, a friend had 
just brought a box back from 

South Africa, and I got to taste 
the real thing. Here is a recipe 
inspired by her teiglach.

Charlotte Rouchouze, PhD is a 
local French teacher, food blog-
ger, and beaded jewelry designer. 
Her blog about food traditions 
from around the world can be 
found at www.thechildrenstable.
com. Contact her at charlotte.
rouchouze@yahoo.com
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With 29 offices coast to coast – including three in North Carolina – Fox 
Rothschild offers mid-market businesses the best of both worlds.

Clients get the robust services of a national law firm with more than 70 
practice areas, delivered by accessible attorneys who know the local courts and 
understand their market.

Sophisticated legal advice, right around the corner.

You Want a Law Firm with National 
Resources and a Local Presence.

 WE HEAR YOU.

101 N. Tryon Street  |  Suite 1300  |  704.384.2600

CHARLOTTE | RALEIGH | GREENSBORO

Teiglach can have a variety of 
textures and shapes, depending 
on how the dough is shaped and 
cooked (baked, fried, or cooked 
directly in the syrup) and what 
is added at the end (nuts, dried 
fruit). For a softer bite, bake 
until just set, about 10 minutes. 
For more crunch, bake an extra 
10-15 minutes or until golden 
brown before adding to syrup. 
I have made rings here because 
that is the traditional shape in 
South Africa. Note: adding a 
tablespoon of brandy or whisky 
to the syrup will cause no harm 
whatsoever.

For the dough:
3 eggs
3 tablespoons neutral oil
2 cups fl our
1 tsp baking powder
¼ tsp lemon zest
¼ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon ginger

For the syrup:
¼ cup honey
1 cup brown sugar
½ teaspoon ginger
1 tsp vanilla extract
3 tbsp margarine or butter

DIRECTIONS
Combine the eggs, oil, wa-

ter, and vanilla and beat with 
a fork or whisk until light and 
combined. 

In a medium bowl, combine 
the fl our, salt, ginger, and baking 
powder.

Add the liquid ingredients to 
the bowl with the dry ingredi-
ents and stir with a fork until 
well combined. Knead with your 
hands for a few minutes until the 
dough is smooth and shiny. Cov-
er with plastic wrap and let rest 
for 10 minutes.

Roll out small chunks of 
dough into 3-inch-long and 
½-inch-wide snakes. Loop into a 
ring and place on a cookie sheet 
sprayed with nonstick spray. 
Bake for about 10 minutes (until 
just baked but not golden) for a 
softer end product and about 20 
(until golden brown) for crunch-
ier taiglach.

Meanwhile, combine the hon-
ey, sugar, ginger, vanilla and 
butter in a heavy 3-quart sauce-
pan and bring slowly to a boil. 
Add the teiglach to the honey 
mixture and stir with a wooden 
spoon to coat well. Cover and 
simmer for 5 minutes. You want 
the syrup bubbling but not cook-
ing too fast. Turn the rings and 
cook uncovered for an addition-
al 3-5 minutes. Syrup should be 
turning darker by this point, but 
be careful not to burn. When the 
syrup has reached a nice golden 
brown, remove the rings to wax 
paper to cool, separating each 
ring to avoid having them stick 
together. Spread any extra syr-
up on the rings. Cool completely 
and store in the refrigerator. The 
teiglach can be frozen.

(Continued from page 20)

Around the Table Teiglach 



By Aileen Greenberg-Kriner
Hadassah’s Stand on Choice
Hadassah unequivocally 

stands for women’s reproductive 
rights and for empowering wom-
en with the knowledge to make 
critical health decisions. We have 
always been and will always be 
proudly pro-choice, pro-wom-
en, and pro-Israel. Hadassah, 
The Women’s Zionist Organi-
zation of America, reaffi  rms its 

unwavering support for full and 
complete access to reproductive 
health services. We all deserve 
agency over our own bodies and 
the autonomy to make repro-
ductive health decisions that are 
based on medical guidance, our 
own values, and what we feel is 
best for our health, our families, 
and our future. Please check out 
Hadassah for Choice at www.
hadassah.org.

Mammovan
Ladies, take charge of your 

health! The Mammovan (aka 
Novant Health Breast Center 
mobile unit) will be onsite at the 
JCC on November 30, 2022. Call 
Novant to make an appointment. 
(704) 384-7226.

Hadassah Directory Up-
dates

Did you move this summer? 
Don’t forget to update your ad-
dress in the Hadassah Charlotte 
Metro Jewish Community On-
line Directory. It’s free! Go to 
the Hadassah website, Hadas-
sah Directory tab, and follow 
the instructions in one of the 
green boxes to either sign up or 
update your listing in the online 
directory. 

Honey Sale
Wish your friends and fami-

ly a sweet new year by sending 
them honey for Rosh Hashanah. 
Each 8 oz. jar of kosher honey 
is $14, including shipping if you 
order by August 1. Order by Sep-
tember 1 for guaranteed delivery 
by Rosh Hashanah. The person-
alized card tells recipients that a 
donation has been made in their 
honor to the Hadassah Charlotte 
Metro Chapter. Order at www.
orthoney.com/HCM.

Let’s Get Together
August brings an opportunity 

to gather with new, current, and 
prospective members. Come to 
Optimist Hall on Sunday, August 
21 at noon for an end-of-summer 

get-together. Grab your lunch at 
one of the restaurants in the food 
hall and meet us. Look for the 
Hadassah banner.

Join us on August 2, Sep-
tember 6, and the fi rst Tuesday 
of every month at 7 p.m. for 
“Wine & Schmooze” at Vintner 
Wine Market in the Arboretum 
Shopping Center. Whether you 
are a longtime, new, or potential 
member, stop by for a casual 
evening. It’s a nice way to start 
your week with wine and good 
conversation.  

Summer Reading
Hadassah BookTalk is on 

summer vacation in August and 
off  for the High Holidays in Sep-
tember. See you on October 25 at 
7 p.m. for our fall kickoff . 

Beverly’s Book Nook will 
meet on Friday, August 12 at 1:30 
p.m. via Zoom. The August book 
selection is “It Could Happen 
Here” by Jonathan Greenblatt, 
CEO of the Anti-Defamation 
League. Jonathan Greenblatt has 
made it his personal mission to 
demonstrate how antisemitism, 
racism, and other insidious forms 
of intolerance can destroy a so-
ciety, taking root as quiet preju-
dices but mutating over time into 
horrifi c acts of brutality. In this 
urgent book, Greenblatt sounds 
an alarm, warning that this age-
old trend is gathering momentum 
in the United States and that vi-
olence on an even larger, more 
catastrophic scale could be just 
around the corner. But it doesn’t 
have to be this way. Just because 
it could happen here, he shows, 
does not mean that the unthink-
able is inevitable.

The Short Story Discussion 
Group will meet on Friday, Au-
gust 19 via Zoom. To get the Au-
gust stories or more information, 
check the Hadassah Charlotte 
Metro website. The group meets 
monthly on the third Friday at 

11:45 a.m. 
On September 16, author and 

former University of Toronto 
Professor Sharon Hart-Green 
will be the speaker (via Zoom). 
She holds a PhD in Jewish stud-
ies from Brandeis University, 
where her dissertation was a 
study on the Israeli Nobel prize 
winner S. Y. Agnon. She will 
make a hard-to-translate beauti-
ful story easy to understand and 
appreciate. 

Beginning October 21, our 
monthly discussions will be on 
stories from the Israeli author 
Amos Oz’s collection “Scenes 
from a Village Life.” 

Fall Events
Stay tuned for a Temple Israel 

gift shop event and a Jewish Her-
itage Tour this fall.

Get To Know Hadassah
Interested in joining Hadassah 

or learning more? Contact Anik 
Harrison at the phone number or 
email below or come to one of 
our events.

The next Hadassah Charlotte 
Metro Board is on Monday, Au-
gust 15 at 7 p.m. Check our web-
site for location.

Our website, www.hadassah-
cltevents.org, has details about 
our events. If you have questions 
or need a Zoom link, email Ha-
dassahCLT@gmail.com or call 
our general phone number, (980) 
553-1880. Your message will be 
forwarded to the correct person.

Follow us on social media at 
Facebook (Hadassah CLT Met-
ro), Instagram (Hadassah Char-
lotte Metro), and Twitter (@Ha-
dassahCLT).
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By Andrea Gamlin
The three weeks between the 

17th of the Hebrew month of 
Tammuz and Tisha B’Av (the 9th 
of the month of Av) are weeks 
of tragedies for us, the Jewish 
people. The Talmud tells us that 
Moses broke the original tablets 
upon which were written the Ten 
Commandments on the 17th of 
Tammuz. Later, the Romans 
forbade Israelites to worship at 
the Holy Temple starting with 
the time during the three weeks. 
Both the first and second Holy 
Temples were destroyed in this 
three-week period, and other 
calamities occurred then as well 
over the course of centuries. It’s 
a time we mark by avoiding cel-
ebrating happy occasions, like 
weddings, b’nei mitzvah, and 
other public festivities. Some 
people don’t shave or get haircuts 
during this time and refrain from 
listening to music and attending 
concerts. The Jewish people are 
in mourning during this time, re-
ferred to as Bein ha-Metzarim or 
Between the Borders.

Within the three weeks is a 

time known as the Nine Days, 
which are the last nine days of 
the three-week period and begin 
with the first of the month of Av. 
It’s a more intense and person-
al mourning time during which 
some people refrain from eating 
foods usually associated with 
joyous occasions, like wine and 
meat (except on Shabbat). Buy-
ing or wearing new clothes is not 
done at this time. The Nine Days 
ends with Tisha B’Av, a day of 
mourning, praying, fasting, and 
reading the Book of Lamenta-
tions (called “Eicha” in Hebrew).

Even though this is a very sad 
time in Jewish history, we should 
remember that better times are 
coming. Despite that a number of 
tragedies occurred during these 
weeks throughout our history, I 
believe that we should always 
keep an eye on the future and 
the goodness to come. Soon that 
goodness will come with the re-
newal we get starting with Rosh 
Hashanah!

Speaking of which … which 
way do you like your challah? Do 
you prefer to bake or buy your 

challah? Either way, W.O.W. has 
you covered! 

Bake it! Whether you are a 
seasoned baker or a challah nov-
ice, join us in preparing dough 
to take home and bake and fill 
your home with the delicious 
aroma of challah! Over the past 
15 years, Sara Oppenheim has 
led a powerful and fun group of 
women in Charlotte to bake chal-
lah before Rosh Hashanah. The 
Rosh Hashanah challah bake, run 
by W.O.W., Momentum’s local 
chapter, will be held this year on 
Tuesday, September 20 at 7p.m. 
This will be a hybrid event with 

an in-person option for vaccinat-
ed attendees and a Zoom option 
for all. Please go to W.O.W.’s 
website at www.charlottewom-
enofwisdom.com for more infor-
mation on the challah bake, the 
ingredient list and Zoom link for 
those joining from home, and the 
location for those joining in per-
son.

Buy it! Some of you may be 
baking averse or might need 
many loaves for the upcoming 
fall holidays - no worries; we’ve 
got you covered. Just order chal-
lah from our challah sale! If 
you’ve ever tasted Sara’s challah, 

you know you’ll want to order 
many to have around! Watch for 
updates at W.O.W.’s website at 
www.charlottewomenofwisdom.
com.

Stay tuned for the upcoming 
calendar for the 2022-23 year 
filled with programs for you to 
enjoy, created with your com-
ments and feedback in mind — 
and that we greatly appreciate. 
We are a nondenominational 
group for Jewish women to en-
gage, learn, and connect. No syn-
agogue affiliation is necessary, 
just an interest to learn more 
about our beautiful heritage!
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W.O.W: Remembering Tisha B’Av
Women’s News

Find the perfect apartment  
home to fit your style and  
budget at Mecklenburg County’s  
premier community!

Call 1-800-583-9680 for your free brochure, 
or visit WindsorRunCommunity.com.

Stylish
SENIOR LIVING

32
52
05

Matthews 
WindsorRunCommunity.com



The Charlott e Jewish News - August  2022 - Page 24

Action. Interaction. Natural attractions. 
Great food, fabulous amenities, a fantastic location 

and the assurance of lifelong care. 

(704) 736-3343 • generationsatshalompark.com

Welcome to your gorgeous modern residence in Generations at Shalom Park.
Jewish in culture and open to all, Generations is a collaboration between the partners at 

Shalom Park and Aldersgate Life Plan Services, which will operate the Senior Living Community, 
drawing on its 75 years of leadership in Charlotte-based aging services. 

Now, for a limited time, entry into 

Generations can be reserved at substantial 

savings by joining our Genesis Club.
Please contact us today before these benefits expire.

OPENING 2024

Because nobody 
ever complained about 
being overjoyed.
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(JTA) – Lovers of hummus 
and falafel beware: data shows 
that global supplies of chick-
peas, the main ingredient for 
both dishes, may dip up to 20% 
this year. 

A combination of Russia’s 
war in Ukraine, poor weath-
er and transportation issues is 
leading to the shortage, which 
is predicted to increase prices 
and make cheap hummus hard-
er to come by, Reuters reported 
on Thursday.

Farmers in the United States, 
the fourth-largest chickpea ex-
porter in the world, planted less 
of the protein-packed legume 
this year due to less than ide-
al weather conditions in the 
spring. 

Russia is also a top chick-
pea producer. Global sanctions 
have interrupted the country’s 
global chickpea exports, while 
the ongoing war has decreased 
the amount of chickpeas nor-
mally grown in Ukraine by 
about 50 tons, the head of a 
global chickpea trader and bro-
kerage firm told Reuters.

Many communities around 
the world have depended on 
chickpeas, which are a staple 
of many Israeli dishes, as cheap 
sources of protein and fiber. 
Demand for hummus has sky-
rocketed in the United States 
over the past two decades.

According to NielsenIQ 
data, chickpea prices are al-
ready 17% higher than they 
were before the pandemic be-
gan. 
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Across
1Across
1. *Like one who has had too 
much Elite coffee
6. Make like a baby
9. *Methusaleh had the longest 
one
13. Branch for Sukkot
14. Color shade
15. Problems
16. *Joseph when he was sold 
into slavery, e.g.
18. +
19. Did some quilting, say
20. It flew at Mach 2
21. Kind of Mitzvah
24. Dina, to Levi (for short)
25. Prepares challah dough
28. Surgeon’s subj.
30. *Many an American Jew
32. Strictly forbidden
34. 1983 Randy Newman song 
with the lyric “Looks like another 
perfect day”
35. *”B’tayavon” alternative
38. Really irk
40. Itinerary: Abbr.
43. *Jewish relatives
46. Make
47. Fireplace receptacle
48. ___ Chaim
50. Airport scanners, briefly
51. Egy. and Syr., once
52. Destroyer of the Second Tem-
ple
54. Cronies
56. What the starred clues in this 
puzzle all are
60. Israeli truth
61. Bro
62. “Victory was not mine”
63. *Chatzos, Tzais, etc.... e.g.
64. One might be dipped in a 
mikvah
65. *Shekels, e.g.

Down
1. “...and the bush ___ not con-
sumed” (Ex. 3:2)
2. Rage
3. Title for a chassidic leader
4. Nights before
5. Natives of Copenhagen
6. It’s a no-no with meat, for ko-
sher keepers
7. Regretted
8. Japan’s capital?
9. Empty promise
10. “___ as a no”
11. Seasonal sickness
12. Start or end of seasonal sick-
ness?
17. Esau, for one
20. Haughty sorts
21. Counterpart of 21-Across
22. Kind of Santa winds
23. Father of Akiva Shtisel
25. “American Sniper” subject 
Chris ___
26. ___ Boca Vista
27. Madrid matron: Abbr.
29. Colgate, for one
31. Reddi-___ (brand of dessert 
topping)
33. Equal to, with “with”
36. What some work on at the 
beach
37. Chest muscle, for short
38. Grp. with a staff in its sym-
bol
39. U.S. troops
41. Destinations for EMTs
42. Test for genes
44. Og’s was significant
45. “Boy!” or “girl!” lead-in
49. Currency in “Chad Gadya”
52. Shell food
53. Grain locale
54. Many kids ask their parents 
for (at least) one
55. End of many a riddle
56. Israel’s has changed several 
times since 1948
57. Frenchman’s denial
58. Tel Aviv to Jerusalem dir.
59. Oink joint

August Crossword
Sponsored by Meg. D. Goldstein, 
Attorney at Law, www.goldlaw.com
Thank you Meg!

(Solution on page 34)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

Hold Onto Your Hummus: Global Chickpea 
Supply Could Drop 20% This Year

Chickpeas are protein-packed staples in diets around the world. (Patrick Pleul/
picture alliance via Getty Images)



By Dani Naveh, President and 
CEO Israel Bonds

When Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion convened the Israel 
Bonds founding conference in 
September 1950 to discuss his 
visionary concept of investing 
in the Jewish state through the 
purchase of Israel bonds, Israel 
was a very different country than 
the dynamic nation of today.

The site of the conference, 
Jerusalem’s King David Hotel, 
was within easy walking dis-
tance of the Old City. Yet, doing 
so meant risking death, as hostile 
Jordanian soldiers patrolled its 
walls. In addition to a divided 
Jerusalem, Israel was surround-
ed by enemy nations intent on 
its destruction; the Jewish state, 
was flooded with Holocaust sur-
vivors and refugees from Arab 
countries, and its economy was 
in dire straits.   

Over 70 years later, much has 
changed. Jerusalem is a vibrant, 
united capital; Israel’s economy, 
supported by more than $47 bil-
lion in worldwide Israel bond 

sales, is strong and resilient; the 
IDF is the most powerful and 
sophisticated army in the Mid-
dle East, and cutting-edge tech-
nology has placed Israel at the 
forefront of global innovation.

Most especially, although un-

imaginable seven decades ago, 
Israel is now at peace with mul-
tiple Arab nations.

The first Arab country to make 
peace with Israel was, of course, 
Egypt. Upon receiving the Nobel 
Prize for negotiating the Camp 
David Accords leading to peace, 
the legendary Menachem Begin 
declared, “Reborn Israel always 
strove for peace, yearned for it, 
and made endless endeavors to 
achieve it.”  

After Begin spoke those 
words, it would be another 16 
years before Israel signed its 
second peace treaty, this time 
with Jordan. Nearly three more 
decades would pass before Israel 
signed the Abraham Accords.

As a former government ne-
gotiator tasked with reaching 
agreement with the Palestinians, 
it sometimes seemed as though 
real, tangible peace was an elu-
sive dream. Yet, years later, just 
five months into my term as 
president and CEO, I was lead-
ing, together with Bonds Nation-
al and International chairman of 
the board, Howard  L. Goldstein, 
a delegation to the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain. 

May’s Footsteps of the Abra-
ham Accords delegation, 80 
members strong, was a 10-day 

exploration of the true mean-
ing of peace. The warmth with 
which we were greeted in the 
UAE and Bahrain was emotion-
ally overwhelming. The sight of 
guest speakers standing behind 
an Israel Bonds podium, and 
taking selfies with delegates, 
were highlights we will always 
cherish. 

Especially gratifying was the 
impressive new leadership rep-
resentation on the trip. Witness-
ing the delegation through the 
eyes of a young generation was 
among my most memorable mo-
ments thus far as president and 
CEO. 

At each meeting, I under-
scored the legacy of Israel 
Bonds, emphasizing the fact that 
the organization has been at the 
forefront of strengthening ties 
between the Jewish state and the 
Jewish people everywhere. Our 
guests were deeply impressed 
to learn worldwide Israel bond 
sales have surpassed $47 billion 
for Israel’s economic develop-
ment. 

So, in addition to strengthen-
ing Israel’s economy, the dele-
gation demonstrated to our hosts 
that Israel Bonds can also help 
strengthen the bonds of peace.

Appropriately, the delegation 
ended in Jerusalem, the biblical 
City of Peace. When meeting 
with President Herzog, Finance 
Minister Lieberman and Defense 
Minister Gantz, together with Is-
raelis from across the spectrum, 
we felt a profound connection 
with the nation and people of Is-
rael. Every delegate has returned 
home proud, inspired, and hon-
ored to be brand ambassadors 
for Israel Bonds. As we look to 
the future, we take pride in po-
sitioning the Bonds enterprise as 
a foundation on which to build 
for the limitless possibilities of 
peace.

For additional information on 
Israel Bonds and opportunities to 
participate in Bonds delegations, 
conferences and regional activ-
ities, contact Jackie.Miron@is-
raelbonds.com, 404.333.2615, or 
visit israelbonds.com
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www.vrbbcharlotte.com

Inquire today at 
CharlotteLatin.org/admissions

704.846.7207

Reach
Higher.
Shine
Brighter.

The Footsteps of the Abraham Accords’ 
Delegation: Exploring the True Meaning 
of Peace

Bahrain ambassador to Israel

Bonds President & CEO Dani Naveh with New Leadership delegates at the 
Presidential Palace in Abu Dhabi (Shareef Ali)
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Education and Youth

Around the World: Summer at Jewish Preschool 
on Sardis

What a wonderful summer 
we had at Jewish Preschool on 
Sardis (JPS)! Our theme this year 
was “A Trip around the World.” 
Each week we have “traveled to 
and explored” a diff erent coun-
try! We are learning so much 
through play and hands-on ex-
periences. Here are a few of the 
highlights:

In France, the children took 
part in a “Tour de France,” baked 
French pastries, learned to count 
to 10 in French with some of 

our parents who are French, and 
made Eiff el Tower artwork. 

In Italy, we baked pizza, dyed 
pasta, went on “gondola rides,” 
created Venitian masks, and built 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Even 
our weekly challah was sprin-
kled with Italian seasoning!

In England, we had tea parties 
and baked scones. Our art proj-
ects consisted of double-deck-
er buses and crowns. We built 
the London Bridge and sat on 
thrones! Our weekly challah was 
glazed with honey.

In preparation for July 4th, 
we made a quick stop back in 
the United States. We made fi re-
works-in-a-jar, apple pie, apple 
pie-scented play dough, and red, 
white, and blue tie-dyed shirts. 
Our weekly challah was topped 
with red, white, and blue sprin-
kles.

We are preparing for fall and 
excited to welcome many new 
families to the JPS community. 
We wish everyone a healthy end 
of summer and beginning of fall!

Victor is focused on his Eiff el Tower 
project.

Naomi is selling pizaa & pasta in her 
Italian café.

Rafi, Seth, and Jude enjoying a tea 
party. The toddlers are off  on the Tour de France!

Denis Rouchouze, originally from 
France, was a guest visitor to our 
classroom.



By Gale Osborne, CJDS Ad-
vancement Director

Charlotte Jewish Day School 
(CJDS) is in the midst of an ex-
tensive re-accreditation process. 
This occurs every fi ve years and 
is an opportunity for the school 
to take a deep dive into our 
practices and procedures, meth-
odology and pedagogy, and phi-
losophy and school culture. It 
is also a chance to craft a new 
strategic plan. It is a combina-
tion of self-refl ection followed 
by a three-day peer review by a 
group of select educators from 
other independent schools across 
the region. 

In April, CJDS embarked 
on an extensive parent survey. 
Assessing the school culture 
and the satisfaction of our fam-
ilies is critical to understanding 
our school’s differentiators, 
strengths, and areas for strategic 
focus. Importantly, the survey 
allowed us to calculate our Net 
Promoter Score (NPS), a tool 
that measures customer satis-

faction and that organizations 
across industries, including pri-
vate schools, use. Independent 
School Management (ISM), a 
premier management support 
fi rm for private schools in the 
United States, believes it is a 
critical metric to be consistently 
monitored. It is derived from the 
answers to a singular question: 
“On a scale of 0-10, with 0 being 
‘not at all likely’ and 10 being 
‘extremely likely,’ how likely are 
you to recommend the school to 
a friend or family member for 
his or her child(ren)?” The stan-
dard benchmarks for the NPS 
are: 0-50 (good), 50-70 (excel-
lent), and 70-100 (world class). 
Charlotte Jewish Day School 
was given an NPS of 92, a rare-
ly achieved score that implies 
parents would recommend the 
school to friends and family 
without reservation and that they 
are confi dent in the educational 
experience and its delivery.

This most recent NPS rein-
forces the results from the pre-

vious two years. In 2020 and 
2021, our parents gave us scores 
of 91 and 89, but it is particu-
larly notable because our en-
rollment signifi cantly increased 
during the pandemic, and many 
families answering this year’s 
survey are new to our school. 
The NPS of 92 tells us just how 
happy and satisfi ed our families 
and students are with their entire 
educational experience at CJDS. 

It also paints a picture of how 
strong the word-of-mouth repu-
tation is in the community.

CJDS parents feel a high lev-
el of satisfaction because they 
believe that the school delivers 
on its mission statement: CJDS 
sets the standard for elementary 
education built on Jewish be-
liefs. Parents value the fact that 
CJDS uses a gifted curriculum 
as the standard curriculum and 

that teachers use diff erentiated 
learning in the classroom, al-
lowing students who are ready 
to learn at an accelerated pace 
to do so while others get suffi  -
cient support, ensuring that all 
students reach their maximum 
potential. Year after year, CJDS 
students’ ERB test scores either 
equal or surpass those of other 
private schools across the na-
tion. An emphasis on character 
development; being a contribut-
ing, caring member of society; 
and the beauty of living a Jewish 
life complement the school’s ac-
ademic rigor. 

Want to learn more about 
CJDS? Call (704) 366-4558 to 
set up a tour. 
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Charlotte Jewish Day School Earns a World 
Class Net Promoter Score of 92

Now enrolling TK-6!

704.366.4558 | CJDSchool.org

9292
WHAT IS THE 

NET PROMOTER 
SCORE?

The Net Promoter Score Is a tool used to measure overall 
customer satisfaction. It is an index ranging from -100 to 100 
that measures the willingness of customers to recommend a 

company’s products or services to others.
Our score was calculated using a recent survey that asked 

the question: On a scale of 1-10, how likely are you 
to recommend the CJDS to someone else?

Apple has an NPS of 72
Nike has an NPS of 32

Honda has an NPS of 82

OUR PARENTS 
GAVE US A NET 

PROMOTER 
SCORE OF

3 STRAIGHT 
YEARS OF 

INCREASED 
PARENT 

SATISFACTION
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Hebrew High Prepares for 2022-2023 School Year
By Megan Harkavy

After an incredible 2021-2022 
school year, Hebrew High is 
gearing up and looking forward 
to the year ahead. We met our 
previous goals and want to con-
tinue to add more social time for 
our students, be more accessible 
for all families, create commu-
nity, deepen relationships with 
clergy, and continue to create 
positive Jewish moments.  

Hebrew High will continue to 
meet on Wednesday nights at 7 
p.m. beginning with dinner. This 
30-minute block of time was a 
highlight for teens. It allowed 
them to have dinner and social-
ize with their friends. Classes 
will take place from 7:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m., and each trimester is 
seven weeks long. We will have 
six special programs throughout 
the year. Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel clergy will join our 
amazing educators to teach three 
classes each trimester. Some 
classes that are being offered are:

Ma La’asot, What Should I 
do? 

Your friend is drowning in the 
lake. Do you go save him? What 

if it might be dangerous for you?
In this course, we will role 

play ethical dilemmas and look 
at the Jewish response to these 
difficult situations. No acting 
skills required, just a desire to 
engage in discussions rooted in 
Jewish values and ethics.  

Traditional Jewish Cooking 
and Baking

Come learn and make tradi-
tional Jewish recipes that have 
been passed on l’dor v’dor 
(from generation to generation) 
from our Jewish ancestors. We 
will learn the basics of keeping 
kosher while learning how to 
make traditional Ashkenazi and 
Sephardic Jewish foods such 
as challah, babka, blintzes and 
bourekas, shakshuka, and more. 
We will also explore the history 
behind the food we make and 
learn essential culinary skills, 
tips, and tricks. Come with an 
open mind and empty stomach!

God 101
We’ve all heard that Judaism 

was the first faith to teach that 
there is only one God, but what 
does that really mean? Who is 

God? What is God? Should we 
write G-D? These are questions 
we will tackle as we develop our 
own sense of Jewish theology 
and belief.

Registration is NOW LIVE – 
you have the opportunity to be 
part of this amazing community 
for one, two, or all three trimes-
ters.

In addition to our staple 
Wednesday night program, we 
offer two other opportunities: 
Hebrew for High School Credit 
and Rosh Chodesh/Shevet – a 
gender-specific Sunday evening 
monthly program.  

Hebrew for Credit provides 
our teens a unique and special 
opportunity to strengthen Jew-
ish identity through language, 
culture, land, and peoplehood. 
Students learn Hebrew not only 
to satisfy their high school lan-
guage requirement but also to 
further develop their Jewish 
identities. Our Hebrew for Cred-
it program has been approved 
by the Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Schools (CMS) and Union Coun-
ty Public Schools (UCPS) in 
which students will receive one 
year of a foreign language credit 

for every two years of Hebrew 
for Credit class. We have sever-
al non-CMS or UCPS students 
who just want to learn Hebrew. 
Our classes, which meet every 
Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m., are 
led by passionate Hebrew educa-
tion professionals who integrate 
project-based learning with the 
Ivrit Esrai curriculum, which 
was published by the Jewish 
Agency of Jerusalem specifically 
for teens living outside of Israel. 

Our gender-specific Sunday 
evening monthly program was 
extremely successful this past 
year. The teens who participat-
ed felt very connected to each 
other and loved the intimate 
nature of this program. We used 
the Moving Traditions’ curricu-
lum to facilitate their Rosh Ch-
odesh (girls) and Shevet (boys) 
program. Rosh Chodesh uses 
Jewish teachings and practices 
to give girls a place to feel safe, 
articulate their deepest concerns, 
consider the impact of gender on 
their daily lives, have fun, and be 
“real” with their peers. Through 
discussion, arts and crafts, cre-
ative ritual, games, and drama, 
the girls and their leaders draw 

on Jewish values to explore is-
sues the girls care about most, 
such as body image, friendship, 
relationships, family, competi-
tion, and stress. In Shevet, the 
boys have various competitive 
and collaborative games, talk 
about pop culture, study great 
Jewish texts, eat, and share sto-
ries. They will also be able to 
discuss, in a confidential set-
ting, critical issues in their lives 
as teens and young men.

Hebrew High is a joint ven-
ture between Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel and powered by 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Charlotte. It is open to all Jew-
ish teens in grades 8-12 in the 
Greater Charlotte area. To learn 
more or to register, please visit 
www.hebrewhigh.org or contact 
Megan Harkavy at mharkavy@
hebrewhigh.org. 

Education and Youth



By Jenna Levin
I started working with Friend-

ship Circle in sixth grade as part 
of my mitzvah project for my 
Bat Mitzvah, and I fell in love 
with the joy that I felt  when 
working with children and 
teens with special needs. In my 
sophomore year of high school, 
I found Friendship Circle again 
and joined through the Friends 
on Call Program. It means a 
great deal to me to share my time 
and have fun with someone with 
experiences diff erent from mine. 
Friendship Circle has allowed 
me to form a long-term bond 
with Jamaly, my friend of about 
two years, whom I met through 
this program. 

Jamaly and I meet weekly 
through Zoom, where we con-
nect, talk about our lives and 
things we have in common, and 
play games. Meeting with Jama-
ly reminds me that being friends 
with people diff erent from me is 
important and benefi cial to ev-
eryone involved . The fi rst time I 
met Jamaly, I could tell we were 
going to be friends, and over the 
past years, we have developed 

a special bond. We have found 
that we like the same games, TV 
shows, movies, and colors. Jam-
aly is extremely thoughtful, and 
we even send each other gifts for 
birthdays and other occasions, 
which brings me so much hap-
piness. Jamaly makes me laugh 
and smile every time I see her, 
and I hope I do the same for her. 
The coronavirus pandemic made 
it diffi  cult for us when we be-
came closer and both wanted to 
meet in person, but eventually 
we made it work and since then 
have been able to meet in person 
several times. 

Friendship Circle has had 

such an infl uence on my life and 
allowed me to form a friendship 
with an amazing person, which 
I might not have been able to 
do otherwise. Even though I 
leave for college in a few short 
months, Jamaly and I have made 
plans to keep in contact and, I 
hope, meet on Zoom while I 
am away. Through Friendship 
Circle, I have made a friend in 
Jamaly and believe we will be 
lifelong friends even as we grow 
and change. 
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Friendship Circle: A Win-
Win for Jenna and Jamaly

Education and Youth

Jenna receiving the Philip Sperling 
Friendship Award 

Jenna and Jamaly celebrati ng a year 
of friendship
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Bal Tashchit and Beyond
Eco-Conscious Consumerism

By Summer Minchew
The eff ects of the global pan-

demic, compounded by changing 
attitudes toward ESG (Environ-
mental, Social, and Governance) 
and the current infl ationary crisis, 
have forced us all to contemplate 
our everyday actions and choices 
when it comes to purchasing.  

According to Pricewater-
houseCoopers’ (PWC) 2021 
Global Consumer Insights Pulse 
Survey, consumers are increas-
ingly looking for products from 
manufacturers that support local 
communities, take responsibili-
ty for employee well-being, and 
have strong values and commit-
ment to doing the right thing. 
People want products that help 
them make healthier lifestyle 
choices, have traceable and 
transparent origin, and have re-
duced environmental impact. 

According to the same PWC 
survey, half of all global consum-
ers surveyed say they’ve become 
more conscious of environmen-
tal factors when making pur-
chases within the last year. This 
makes sense when we consider 
how over-consumption affects 
the planet. Natural resources are 
finite and are being destroyed 
by our current consumption pat-

terns, and consumer habits are 
driving climate change. 

To reduce the environmental 
impacts of our consumer deci-
sions, we should carefully con-
sider first, what we purchase, 
second, how often we purchase, 
and fi nally, what we do with our 
purchases at the end of their use-
ful life cycle.

In considering what to pur-
chase, buy products with a sus-
tainable story to tell. Look for 
products from manufacturers 
with B corp certifi cation, a des-
ignation for businesses meeting 
high standards of verifi ed perfor-
mance, accountability, and trans-
parency. Seventh Generation, a 

certifi ed B corp, tops Forbes an-
nual “Best for the Environment” 
list. Large corporations are also 
making an environmental shift 
with more than 90% of today’s 
CEOs stating that sustainability 
is essential to success. Purchase 
products from manufacturers 
recognized for sustainable op-
erations, which may include 
transparent and ethical sourc-
ing, environmentally conscious 
manufacturing, waste-conscious 
packaging, carbon neutral ship-
ping options, and landfi ll waste 
reduction eff orts. 

In being eco-conscious con-
sumers, we also must consider 
how often we purchase. Over-
consumption, using more stuff  
than the planet can feasibly 
make, has increased dramatically 
since the 1960s as industry grew 
and the world became more in-
terconnected. Our consumer ad-
diction to stuff  is taking a real toll 
on the planet. Not surprisingly, 
wealthy countries have the most 
per capita impact. According to 
the resource accounting group, 
Global Footprint Network, if 
every person on Earth lived like 
the average American, we would 
need fi ve total Earths just to keep 
up everyone’s lifestyle. Instead 

of buying many products, know-
ing you will tire of them or they 
will wear out, consider spending 
a little more for a quality prod-
ucts that won’t require frequent 
replacement.

Less is also more when it 
comes to waste. When solid 
waste decomposes in landfi lls, 
it creates landfi ll gas, which is 
primarily composed of CO2 and 
CH4 (methane). There are sev-
eral well-established methods to 
reduce greenhouse gases from 
consumer waste, including recy-
cling programs, waste reduction 
programs, and landfi ll methane 
capture programs. However, 
consumers must change their 
disposal habits to make a dif-
ference. Sure, recycling beats 
throwing something right in the 
trash, but tons of our recyclables 
still end up in landfi lls or oceans. 
A recent study suggests that only 
9% of the world’s plastic is even 
recycled. Overconsumption and 
our endless plastic pollution 
problem have landfi lls running 
out of space. When it comes to 
waste, source reduction is an 
important strategy. Understand 
how products and product pack-
ing will be disposed before you 
purchase them. Be knowledge-

able about what can be recycled 
curbside, what can be recycled 
at specialized drop-off  locations 
in your area, and what can be 
reused or donated at the end of 
its useful life. If it can’t be dis-
posed of properly, don’t purchase 
it or fi nd a more environmentally 
friendly alternative. 

Shalom Green Tips for 
Eco-Conscious Consumerism

Buy products that have long 
life spans – avoid disposable 
items. “We do simple things to 
reduce our use of paper prod-
ucts in the kitchen. Use cloth 
dish towels. Use cloth napkins 
for meals. Put a cloth napkin in 
the lunch box instead of a paper 
one.” Liz, Shalom Green board 
member – community garden 

Buy products that have mini-
mal packaging. “We buy in bulk 
as much as possible to avoid 
single serve packaging. Addi-
tionally, we try to avoid plastic 
bags by using reusable contain-
ers to portion out snacks for on-
the-go.”  Marisa, Shalom Green 
board member - outreach

Buy products in their concen-
trated form or make your own. 
“We use homemade cleaning 

Bridgewood Property Company is carrying on its tradition of building award-winning 
communities and offering luxury retirement living, now available for discerning Charlotteans.

The Village on Morehead, currently under construction, will offer an exceptional experience for 
those seeking epicurean inspired cuisine, engaging programs, rejuvenating health and wellness 
services in a sophisticated community where you will Live Life Well®.

727 E. Morehead | Charlotte, NC 28202 | www.villageonmorehead.com

on Morehead

(Continued on page 33)



solution in a reusable glass 
spray bottle. This reduces both 
the number of plastic bottles 
we purchase and the amount 
of chemicals we bring into the 
house. It is inexpensive, and I 
feel comfortable using it around 
my kids and pets.” Rochelle, 
Shalom Green board member – 
social media

Buy only what you need. Con-
suming less, you dispose of less 
waste. “We aspire, as much as 
possible, to live an eco-friendly, 
carbon-neutral lifestyle each and 
every day across our spectrum of 
daily activities.” David, Shalom 
Green board member - treasurer

Buy second-hand or imper-
fect items that would otherwise 
go to the landfi ll. “When shop-
ping for clothes and accessories, 
it’s easy to reduce the environ-
mental impact of your wardrobe 
by buying from second-hand, 
consignment, or rental stores 
and websites. There are many 
options to fi nd gently used or 
never worn items at a fraction 
of the price of buying new, 
while treading more lightly on 
the planet! Online shoppers will 
love thredUP, and those who like 
to browse in person will be im-
pressed by local stores GW, JT 
Posh, and Savvy Seconds. Al-
ternatively, if you’re looking to 

rent/borrow rather than to buy, 
you should try the websites Rent 
the Runway, StyleLend, and 
Le Tote.” Lisa, Shalom Green 
board member - education

Add value with your values. 
“Our membership to a weekly 
delivery service featuring local 
produce, meat, poultry, and spe-
cialty artisan products supports 
North Carolina farm partners 
and reduces the carbon footprint 
of our food.”  Summer, Shalom 
Green board chair

We can all take steps, small 
and large, toward leaving a 
lighter shopping footprint. 
Source sustainable, buy less, 
and reduce waste. Jewish tradi-
tion teaches the importance of 
caring for the environment, for 
we must act as partners in pre-
serving creation. If you are in-
terested in donating your time or 
dollars to Shalom Green, please 
visit our website at https://sha-
lomgreenclt.org/ and email us 
at  info@shalomgreenCLT.org. 
Like us on Facebook. Follow us 
on Twitter and Instagram. Visit 
our YouTube channel.
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Shalom Green

Your Brand Is Our Purpose

30+ Years' Experience
On-Time Delivery

Top Brands
Creative Ideas

Consistent and Reliable
10% of Our Profits Go to Local Charities

On-site Fulfillment & Warehousing
Custom Online Stores

Both USA & Overseas Sourcing

Why choose Action Plus Ideas?

Eric Lerner, CEO & Founder - eric@actionplusideas.com - 704.536.8337 -
actionplusideas.com
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Live More, 
Worry Less

At Briar Creek Health Center

Our community fosters an environment where 

residents aren’t just neighbors…they’re friends 

and they can live more and worry less.

Offering:
• Assisted Living

• Memory Support

• Long Term and Short Term Rehabilitation

• Skilled Nursing

© 2022 The Barclay at SouthPark

6041 PIEDMONT ROW DRIVE SOUTH  CHARLOTTE, NC 28210

980.443.6760   |   THEBARCLAYATSOUTHPARK.COM

A Life Plan Community offered by Liberty Senior Living

122128 barclay at south park bchc live more worry less ad-cjn.indd   1122128 barclay at south park bchc live more worry less ad-cjn.indd   1 7/12/22   4:33 PM7/12/22   4:33 PM

August Crossword
Sponsored by Meg. D. Goldstein, 
Attorney at Law, www.goldlaw.com
Thank you Meg!

By Madeline Fixler,  June 7, 2022 (JTA) 
The widow and son of the Israeli author whose 1983 magazine 

article inspired the original “Top Gun” film are suing Paramount Pic-
tures for copyright infringement over the newly released sequel, “Top 
Gun: Maverick.”

A complaint filed in a Los Angeles federal court on June 6 and 
shared by Variety argues that Paramount failed to reacquire the rights 
to Ehud Yonay’s California magazine piece after the rights reverted 
to his heirs Shosh and Yuval Yonay in 2020.

The Yonays, who currently reside in Israel, claim that Paramount 
was notified of the copyright termination in 2018 and 2022. Paramount 
argues that the sequel was “sufficiently completed” by Jan. 24, 2020, 
the date the copyright reversal went into effect.

“These claims are without merit, and we will defend ourselves 
vigorously,” Paramount said in a statement.

“Top Gun: Maverick” has become one of the summer’s top block-
busters, grossing over $550 million globally since its U.S. debut on 
May 27. The Yonays are seeking unspecified damages, including 
profits from the film, as well as an injunction preventing its further 
distribution.

Ehud Yonay, who died last year, also wrote a book titled “No Margin 
For Error: The Making of the Israeli Air Force.”

Tom Cruise at a "Top Gun: Maverick" premier at Leicester Square in London, 
May 19, 2022. (Neil Mockford/FilmMagic via Getty Images)

Israeli Heirs to the “Top Gun” Story 
Sue Paramount Pictures for Copyright 
Infringement
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Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our history. The following articles were printed in The Charlotte 
Jewish News in August, 2009 and June/July, 2011. To read the whole issue or other issues of CJN, visit the archives at https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/
charlotte-jewish-news-charlotte-nc/.

Looking Back: August, 2009
New Parking Garage Dedicated

Are you finding parking at 
Shalom Park a little easier tese 
days? More spaces, closer in, 
everything you like in a park-
ing situation. 

Thanks goes to the Levine 
family and the new Barbara L. 

Levine Parking Deck, opened 
and dedicated on June 7. 

The ceremony took place un-
der a full, hot sun, which didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the partici-
pants. Eric Sklut opened the cer-
emony to give the history of the 

decision to build the parking 
deck. Howard Levine spoke 
with gratitude to his parents 
for their generosity and the 
lessons he has garnered from 
them. 

Lori Sklut read a moving 
speech about her mother, Bar-
bara Levine, who passed away 
when Lori was just fi ve. In at-
tendance was Barbara’s dear 
friend, Geri Gertzman, whom 
Lori spoke of with fondness. 

“A few days ago, I recieved 
a beautiful letter from Geri 
Gertzman who was a dear 
friend of mom’s during our 
Lansdowne years. I thought 
it would be nice to refl ect on 
Geri’s comments and share 
some of them with you now.”

“Dear Lori and Howard: 
Sometimes it seems like a 

hundred years ago, and some-
times it seems like yesterday, 
when I wrote your Grand-
mother Faye a note promising 
always to remember her beau-
tifuldaughter, your mother and 
my dear friend.. In the note, I 
wrote, ‘Every spring, when I 

see the daff odils, I’ll think of 
Barbara. Barbara always, from 
the moment we first met, re-
minded me of both spring and 
daff odils. Like a spring day, she 
was sunny, bright, and refresh-
ing. Like a daffodil, she was 
sweet, pretty, and unassuming. 
Then and now, when I see the 

daffodils in spring, I think of 
my lovely friend and my heart 
smiles. When I learned of the 
Barbara Leven Levine Parking 
Paviolion, I hoped to be a small 
part in honoring her memory, 
without being intrusive.” 

“African American and Jewish
Relations in the Past and Present
in the South and in the Future In
Charlotte”
Dr. Ron Carter, President of
Johnson C. Smith University 

Harvey Gantt, Architect and
Former Charlotte Mayor
Dr. David Goldfield, Robert Lee
Bailey Prof. of History, University
of North Carolina at Charlotte 
August 14, 2009

Join us for our 6 PM Summer
Shabbat Service.

Stay for dinner at 7 PM.
7:30–8:30 PM Schloss Summer

Lecture.
“In the great social movements

in our country’s history, Jewish
and African Americans have stood
shoulder to shoulder,” then
Presidential Candidate Obama
remarked in June of 2008. “They
took buses down south together.
They marched together. They bled
together. And Jewish Americans
like Andrew Goodman and
Michael Schwerner were willing
to die alongside a black man —
James Chaney — on behalf of

Are you finding parking
at Shalom Park a little eas-
ier these days? More
spaces, closer in, every-
thing you like in a parking
situation.

Thanks goes to the
Levine family and the new
Barbara L. Levine Parking
Deck, opened and dedicat-
ed on June 7.

The ceremony took
place under a full, hot sun
which didn’t dampen the
spirits of the participants.
Eric Sklut opened the cer-
emony to give the history
of the decision to build the
parking deck. Howard Levine
spoke with gratitude to his parents
for their generosity and the lessons
he has garnered from them.

Lori Sklut read a moving speech
about her mother, Barbara Levine,
who passed away when Lori was
just five. In attendance was
Barbara’s dear friend Geri
Gertzman whom Lori spoke of

with fondness.
“A few days ago, I received a

beautiful letter from Geri
Gertzman who was a dear friend of
Mom’s during our Lansdowne
years. I thought it would be nice to
reflect on Geri’s comments, and
share some of them with you now.

“‘Dear Lori and Howard:
“‘Sometimes it seems like a

hundred years ago, and
sometimes it seems like
yesterday, when I wrote
your Grandmother Faye a
note promising to always
remember her beautiful
daughter, your Mother and
my dear friend.

“‘In the note, I wrote
“every spring – when I see
the daffodils, I’ll think of
Barbara.”

“‘Barbara always, from
the moment we first met,
reminded me of both spring
and daffodils. Like a spring
day, she was sunny, bright
and refreshing. Like a daf-

fodil, she was sweet, pretty and
unassuming.

“‘Then and now, when I see the
daffodils in spring, I think of my
lovely friend and my heart smiles.

“‘When I learned of the Barbara
Leven Levine Parking Pavilion, I
hoped to be a small part in honor-
ing her memory, without being
intrusive.’

“Geri went on to include a
check which we will use to plant
daffodils here, so when you see
them in the spring, you will think
of our mother and what she meant
to us and to so many. Thank you
Geri, for your kind letter and for
your contribution for the daf-

fodils.”
The ceremony concluded as the

ribbon, held by the grandchildren
of Leon and Sandra Levine, was
cut with oversize engraved silver
shears.

The three-deck parking lot is
now open for parking. Y
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New Parking Garage Dedicated
Levine Family Honors the Memory  of Barbara Levine

Amy Levine, Alfred Dawson, Blair Sklut, Haley Sklut,
Mason Sklut, Lori Sklut, Eric Sklut, Julie Levine,
Howard Levine, Leon Levine, Sandra Levine; front row:
Sophie Levine, Evan Levine.

The new Barbara L. Levine Parking Pavillion.

Sandra and Leon Levine
Foundation Rescue LJCC
Senior Program
Community Can Help Oasis Make Up
for Lost Funds

Among the many agencies los-
ing funding due to the local cuts
from United Way is our own Oasis
Senior Enrichment Program at the
Levine Jewish Community Center.

Sandra and Leon Levine and
the Levine Family Foundation
have given a $50,000 gift that will
help bridge the gap created by the
cuts. This year’s decrease in fund-
ing from the Charlotte’s United
Way had a significant impact on
the Oasis program. The program,
which provides meals, transporta-
tion, wellness and exercise activi-
ties, education and companionship
to more than 300 seniors annually,
was one of the hardest hit agencies
in the Carolinas. In June, the
United Way board announced it
was cutting the Oasis funding by
approximately $84,000, represent-
ing a cut of almost 80%.

“We have relied on United Way
funding for this important pro-
gram for the past several years,”
explains LJCC CEO Philip
Berman. “We are concerned that
the loss of these dollars will seri-
ously impact the programming
landscape for our seniors.”
Eighty-four thousand dollars rep-
resents 50% of the Oasis program
budget. “Leon and Sandra Levine
understand the importance of this
program for our growing senior
population,” Berman adds, “and
they wanted to help the J maintain
the curriculum while we figured
out how to raise the additional
necessary funds to sustain this
vital program. For example, we
offer a free resource center to sen-
iors that provides information
about housing, transportation,

(Continued on page  25)

Fourth Annual Schloss
Summer Lecture at Temple
Beth El

Former Mayor Harvey
Gantt

(Continued on page 12)

“African American and Jewish
Relations in the Past and Present
in the South and in the Future In
Charlotte”
Dr. Ron Carter, President of
Johnson C. Smith University 

Harvey Gantt, Architect and
Former Charlotte Mayor
Dr. David Goldfield, Robert Lee
Bailey Prof. of History, University
of North Carolina at Charlotte 
August 14, 2009

Join us for our 6 PM Summer
Shabbat Service.

Stay for dinner at 7 PM.
7:30–8:30 PM Schloss Summer

Lecture.
“In the great social movements

in our country’s history, Jewish
and African Americans have stood
shoulder to shoulder,” then
Presidential Candidate Obama
remarked in June of 2008. “They
took buses down south together.
They marched together. They bled
together. And Jewish Americans
like Andrew Goodman and
Michael Schwerner were willing
to die alongside a black man —
James Chaney — on behalf of

Are you finding parking
at Shalom Park a little eas-
ier these days? More
spaces, closer in, every-
thing you like in a parking
situation.

Thanks goes to the
Levine family and the new
Barbara L. Levine Parking
Deck, opened and dedicat-
ed on June 7.

The ceremony took
place under a full, hot sun
which didn’t dampen the
spirits of the participants.
Eric Sklut opened the cer-
emony to give the history
of the decision to build the
parking deck. Howard Levine
spoke with gratitude to his parents
for their generosity and the lessons
he has garnered from them.

Lori Sklut read a moving speech
about her mother, Barbara Levine,
who passed away when Lori was
just five. In attendance was
Barbara’s dear friend Geri
Gertzman whom Lori spoke of

with fondness.
“A few days ago, I received a

beautiful letter from Geri
Gertzman who was a dear friend of
Mom’s during our Lansdowne
years. I thought it would be nice to
reflect on Geri’s comments, and
share some of them with you now.

“‘Dear Lori and Howard:
“‘Sometimes it seems like a

hundred years ago, and
sometimes it seems like
yesterday, when I wrote
your Grandmother Faye a
note promising to always
remember her beautiful
daughter, your Mother and
my dear friend.

“‘In the note, I wrote
“every spring – when I see
the daffodils, I’ll think of
Barbara.”

“‘Barbara always, from
the moment we first met,
reminded me of both spring
and daffodils. Like a spring
day, she was sunny, bright
and refreshing. Like a daf-

fodil, she was sweet, pretty and
unassuming.

“‘Then and now, when I see the
daffodils in spring, I think of my
lovely friend and my heart smiles.

“‘When I learned of the Barbara
Leven Levine Parking Pavilion, I
hoped to be a small part in honor-
ing her memory, without being
intrusive.’

“Geri went on to include a
check which we will use to plant
daffodils here, so when you see
them in the spring, you will think
of our mother and what she meant
to us and to so many. Thank you
Geri, for your kind letter and for
your contribution for the daf-

fodils.”
The ceremony concluded as the

ribbon, held by the grandchildren
of Leon and Sandra Levine, was
cut with oversize engraved silver
shears.

The three-deck parking lot is
now open for parking. Y
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New Parking Garage Dedicated
Levine Family Honors the Memory  of Barbara Levine

Amy Levine, Alfred Dawson, Blair Sklut, Haley Sklut,
Mason Sklut, Lori Sklut, Eric Sklut, Julie Levine,
Howard Levine, Leon Levine, Sandra Levine; front row:
Sophie Levine, Evan Levine.

The new Barbara L. Levine Parking Pavillion.

Sandra and Leon Levine
Foundation Rescue LJCC
Senior Program
Community Can Help Oasis Make Up
for Lost Funds

Among the many agencies los-
ing funding due to the local cuts
from United Way is our own Oasis
Senior Enrichment Program at the
Levine Jewish Community Center.

Sandra and Leon Levine and
the Levine Family Foundation
have given a $50,000 gift that will
help bridge the gap created by the
cuts. This year’s decrease in fund-
ing from the Charlotte’s United
Way had a significant impact on
the Oasis program. The program,
which provides meals, transporta-
tion, wellness and exercise activi-
ties, education and companionship
to more than 300 seniors annually,
was one of the hardest hit agencies
in the Carolinas. In June, the
United Way board announced it
was cutting the Oasis funding by
approximately $84,000, represent-
ing a cut of almost 80%.

“We have relied on United Way
funding for this important pro-
gram for the past several years,”
explains LJCC CEO Philip
Berman. “We are concerned that
the loss of these dollars will seri-
ously impact the programming
landscape for our seniors.”
Eighty-four thousand dollars rep-
resents 50% of the Oasis program
budget. “Leon and Sandra Levine
understand the importance of this
program for our growing senior
population,” Berman adds, “and
they wanted to help the J maintain
the curriculum while we figured
out how to raise the additional
necessary funds to sustain this
vital program. For example, we
offer a free resource center to sen-
iors that provides information
about housing, transportation,

(Continued on page  25)

Fourth Annual Schloss
Summer Lecture at Temple
Beth El

Former Mayor Harvey
Gantt

(Continued on page 12)

The new Barbara L. Levine Parking Pavillion

Amy Levine, Alfred Dawson, Blair Sklut, Haley Sklut, Mason Sklut, Lori Sklut, 
Eric Sklut, Julie Levine, Howard Levine, Leon Levine, Sandra Levin; front row: 
Sophie Levine, Evan Levine

Looking Back: June/July, 2011
Shalom Park to Sponsor Freedom School Summer 2011

Shalom Park will be the host 
of the 20th Freedom School in 
Mecklenberg County beginning 
this June. Freedom schools 
are a program created by the 
Children’s Defense Fund in 
Washington and supported by 
Freedom School Partners in 
Charlotte. The mission of the 
Shalom Park Freedom school is 
to build Jewish identity, pride, 
and community by engaging all 
segments of the Charlotte Jew-
ish community in a collaborative 
eff ort to provide a high-quality, 
summer educational program 
for at risk children. The Sha-
lom Park Freedom School will 
consist of a six week summer 
program for 50 students from 
Huntingtowne Farms Elemen-
tary School and Sterling Ele-
mentary School, two schools 
with existing partnerships with 
Temple Israel and Temple Beth 
El respectively. Deidre Grubb 
and Shirley Rosen are co-chair-
ing a three year commitment to 
establish and build the Shalom 
Park Freedom SChool as it 

will expand the current part-
nerships with these two CMS 
schools and create year round 
learning support to enrich the 
lives of these scholars. Deidre 
Grubb believes “This is the per-
fect vehicle to demonstrate the 
commitment and strength of the 
organizations of Shalom Park 
to the needs of the Charlotte 
community. This sets a great 
example for all members of our 
community as well as for oth-
er Jewish communities around 
the country.” The shalom Park 
Freedom School is the first 
Freedom School in the country 
to be sponsored soley by Jew-
ish organizations. “I think this 
says a great deal about the im-
portance of social action within 
the Charlotte Jewish commu-
nity and our responsibility to 
the greater community,” added 
Shirley Rosen. 

The school session will be-
gin June 20 and run through 
July 29. Classes will be held in 
the Temple Israel classrooms. 
Breakfast will be served daily 

at the Day School and morning 
reading sessions will be held in 
Gorelick Hall with the theater 
and the Levine Sklut Library 
creating the opportunity for 
interactive storytelling. All of 
the supporting organizations 
will be involved. 

Shalom Park Freedom school 
is a collaborative eff ort of Tem-
ple Beth El, Temple Israel, Jew-
ish Federation of Greater Char-
lotte, the Levine JCC, Charlotte 
Jewish Day School, the Levine 
Sklut Judaic Library and Re-
source Center, Jewish Family 
Services, and the Foundation 
of Shalom Park. All are excit-

ed about the opportunity to join 
such a stellar program as Free-
dom Schools Partners and make 
a commitment to the importance 
of social action and change in 
the greater Charlotte commu-
nity. A new component unique 
to the Shalom Park Freedom 
School is the addition of a Teen 
Board which will involve teen 
volunteers in the daily school 
activities during the six week 
program. Teens from across 
the community will be able to 
volunteer to partners with some 
of the scholars and then explore 
the values of social justice, de-
velop leadership skills, and gain 
an understanding of the dynam-
ics of poverty and education in 
our community. Ian Kutner and 

Jackie Fishman are working 
with the teen volunteers on this 
innovative project. 

Volunteers from the commu-
nity are invited in various ca-
pacities such as readers, fi eld 
trip chaperones, and shoppers. 
Collection boxes will be avail-
able around the Shalom Park 
campus for collection of school 
supplies and other materials. 
Donation boxes can be found in 
the Federation offi  ce, the Tmple 
Israel/Charlotte Jewish Jewish 
Day School lobby, and Temple 
Beth El. For more information 
on the Shalom Park Freedom 
School and how you can get 
involved, go to www.SPFree-
domschool@yahoo.com.

Contact Gale Osborne for 
additional information at gos-
borne@cjdschool.org or 704-
366-4558. 
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Shalom Park to Sponsor Freedom School Summer 2011
Shalom Park will be the host of

the 20th Freedom Sehool in
Meeklenburg County, beginning 
this June. Freedom Sehools are a
program ereated by the Children’s
Defense Fund in Washington and

Students are looking forward to attending the
Freedom School this summer.

supported by Freedom Sehool 
Partners in Charlotte. The mission 
of the Shalom Park Freedom
Sehool is to build Jewish identity,
pride and eommunity by engaging 
all segments of the Charlotte
Jewish eommunity in a eollabora-
tive effort to provide a high-quali-
ty, summer edueational program 
for at risk ehildren. The Shalom
Park Freedom Sehool will eonsist 
of a six week summer program for
fifty students from Huntingtowne 
Farms Elementary Sehool and
Sterling Elementary Sehool, two
sehools with existing partnerships 
with Temple Israel and Temple
Beth El respeetively. Deidre
Grubb and Shirley Rosen are eo-
ehairing a three year eommitment

to establish and build the Shalom
Park Freedom Sehool as it will 
expand the eurrent partnerships 
with these two CMS sehools and 
ereate year round learning support
to enrieh the lives of these sehol-

ars. Deidre Grubb
believes “This is the per-
feet vehiele to demon-
strate the eommitment
and strength of the organ-
izations of Shalom Park 
to the needs of the
Charlotte eommunity. 
This sets a great example
for all members of our 
eommunity as well as for
other Jewish eommuni- 
ties around the eountry.”
The Shalom Park
Freedom Sehool is the
first Freedom Sehool in

the eountry to be sponsored solely
by Jewish organizations. “I think 
this says a great deal about the
importanee of soeial aetion within 
the Charlotte Jewish eommunity 
and our responsibility to the
greater eommunity,” added eo-
ehair Shirley Rosen.

The sehool session will begin 
June 20 and run through July 29.
Classes will be held in the Temple
Israel elassrooms. Breakfast will 
be served daily at the Day Sehool,
and morning reading sessions will 
be held in Goreliek Hall with the
theater at the Levine Sklut Library 
ereating the opportunity for inter-
aetive storytelling. All of the sup-
porting organizations will be 
involved.

Freedom School teen volunteers meet with Jackie
Fishman.

Shalom Park Freedom Sehool
is a eollaborative effort of Temple
Beth El, Temple Israel, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Charlotte,
the Levine JCC, The Charlotte 
Jewish Day Sehool, the Levine-
Sklut Judaie Library and Resouree 
Center, Jewish Family Serviees
and the Foundation of Shalom 
Park. All are exeited about the
opportunity to join sueh a stellar 
program as Freedom Sehools
Partners and make a eommitment 
to the importanee of soeial aetion 
and ehange in the greater
Charlotte eommunity. A new eom-
ponent unique to the Shalom Park
Freedom Sehool is the addition of
a Teen Board whieh will involve
teen volunteers in the daily sehool
aetivities during the six week pro-
gram. Teens from aeross the eom-
munity will be able to volunteer to
partner with some of the seholars
and then explore the values of
soeial justiee, develop leadership 
skills, and gain an understanding

of the dynamies of
poverty and edueation in
our eommunity. Ian
Kutner and Jaekie
Fishman are working
with the teen volunteers 
on this innovative proj-
eet.

Volunteers from the
eommunity are invited to
get involved in various 
eapaeities sueh as read-
ers, field trip ehaper-
ones, and shoppers.
Colleetion boxes will be

available around the Shalom Park
eampus for eolleetion of sehool
supplies and other materials.
Donation boxes ean be found in
the Federation offiee, the Temple
Israel/Charlotte Jewish Day
Sehool lobby, and Temple Beth El.
For more information on the
Shalom Park Freedom Sehool and
how you ean get involved, go
to www.SPFreedomsehool.org or
email shalomparkfreedom-
sehool@yahoo.eom.

Contaet Gale Osborne for addi-
tional information at gosbome@ 
ejdsehool.org or 704-366-4558. ^

Jewish Familly
Services
Crisis/Case
Management and
Community
Resources
(Continuedfrom page 12)

Adult Abuse or Neglect -
704-432-0059

ChildAbuse or Neglect -
704-336-2273

Crisis Assistauce Miuistry -
704-371-3001

United Family Service Shelterfor
Battered Women - 704-332-9034

Uuited Way 2-1-1 - 2-1-1
Low Cost Housing -

WWW.socialserve. com
Please go to jfseharlotte.org/

about-us/resourees for a listing 
of additional Community
Resourees. ^

FREEDOM SCHOOL PARTNERS
Shalom Park Freedom School

Jewish Family
SERVICES

the heart qfour community

JEWISH EARLY CHILDHOOD

NOW ENROLLING CHILDREN
14 M0NTHS+
• Extended Day options available
• Experienced staff with degrees
• On site enrichment classes
• Low teacher-student ratios
• Hands on center based learning in Early Childhood
• Committed to nurturing your child's Jewish identity

The Jewish Preschool on Sardis

£P^Ca t /o n Where the Journey
To schedule a personal tour
704 364 8395 or info@JPSonSardis.org Visit our website: JPSonSardis.org
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